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TALES AND SKETCHES 



BY 



THE ETTRICK SHEPHERD, 



INTItODUCTlOtJ. 

Utter necessity often drove the sufferers to loabe their 
■ppesl to the tender heart of women. Never were 
those appeals lefused, although the favours granted were 
bestowed al the hazard of life i and in no one instance 
on record was the confidence of the sufferer betrayed : 
even though the circumstances were partiaUy known to 
two or three of the same family, they were often puzzled 
lo the last to conceal them from one another. Of such 
a dilemma the following Tale is a pleasant instance. The 
general part is taken from Wodrow, and the local part 
from the relation of my (iwn father, who had the best 
possible troditbnary account of the incidents. On the 
publication of the first edition, I was grievously blamed, 
by a certain party, for having drawn an unfair character 
of Clavers. I can only say tlmt it is the character I had 
heard drawn of him all my life, and the character of him 
which was impressed upon my mind since my earliest 
remembrance, which all his eulogists can never erase. 
Moreover, I have not contrived one incident in order to 
male his character blacker than it was ; I may have taken 
a few of the worst, and condeii.sed them, and that is all, 
and perfectly fair. If. through all the histories of that 
suffering period, I had discovered one redeeming quality 
about Clavers, I would have brought it forward, but I 
found none. He had the nature of a wolf and the 
bravery of a bull-dog. 
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CHAP. I. 

** It will be a bloody night in Gemsop this," said 
Walter of Chapelhope, as he sat one evening by the side 
of his little parlour fire, and wrung the rim of his wet 
bonnet into the grate. His wife sat by his side, airing a 
pur of clean hosen for her husband, to replace his wet 
ones. She looked stedfastly in his face, but uttered not 
a word ; — it was one of those looks that cannot be de- 
scribed, but it bespoke the height of curiosity, mingled 
with a kind of indefinite terror. She loved and respected 
her husband, and sometimes was wont to tease or cajole 
him from his purpose ; but one glance of his eye, or 
scowl of his eyebrow, was a sufficient admonition to her 
when she ventured to use such freedom. 

The anxious stare that she bent on his face at this 
time was inquiry enough, what he meant by the short 
and mysterious sentence he had just uttered ; but from 
the fulness of his heart he had said that which he could 
not recall, and had no mind to commit himself farther. 
His eldest son, Johni was in the room too, which he had 
not remarked before he spoke, and therefore he took the 
first opportunity to change the subject. " Gudewife*" 
said he, tartly, " what are ye sittin glowrin like a bendit 
wulcat there for ? Gae away and get me something to 
eat ; I'm like to fa' atwae wi' sheer hunger." 

*' Hunger, father !" said the lad ; " I'm sure 1 saw ye 
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take as muckle meat to the hill with you as might have 
served six.** 

Walter looked first over the one shoulder at him, and 
then over the other, but, repressing his wrath, he sat 
silent about the space of two minutes, as if he had not 
heard what the youth said. *' Gallant,** then said he, 
with the greatest seemuig composure, " rin away to the 
hill, an* see after the eild nowt ; ca' them up by the 
Quave Bum, an* bide wi* them till they lie down, gin 
that sudna be till twal o*clock at night — Gae away when 
I bid ye — What are ye mungin at ?" And saying so, he 
gave him such a thwack on the neck and shoulders with 
the wet bonnet as made him make the best of his way to 
the door. Whether he drove the young cattle as far as 
the Quave Bum, or whether he looked after them that 
night or not, Walter made no further inquiry. 

He sat still by his fire wrapt in deep thought, which 
seemed to increase his uneasy and fretful mood. Maron 
Linton, (for that was the goodwife of Ghapelhope's name) 
observing the bad humour of her husband, and knowing 
for certain that something disagreeable had befallen him, 
wisely forbore all intermeddling or teasing questions re- 
specting the cause. Long experience had taught her the 
danger of these. She bustled about, and set him down 
&e best fare that the house afforded ; then, taking up her 
tobacco pipe, she meditated an escape into the kitchen. 
She judged that a good hearty meal by himself might 
somewhat abate his chagrin ; and, besides, the ominous 
words were still ringing in her ears — ** It will be a bloody 
night in Gemsop this** — and she longed to sound the shep- 
herds that were assembled around the kitchen fire, in order 
U) find out their import. Walter, however, perceiving her 
drift, stopped her short with — " Giidewife, whar are ye 
gaun sae fast ? Come back an* sit down here, I want to 
speak t*ye.** 

Maron trembled at the tone in which these words 
were spoken, but nevertheless did as she was desired, and 
sat down again by the fire. " Weel, Watie, what is*t T* 
iiaid she, in a low and humble tone. 
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• 

Waller plied his spoon for some time, without deigning 
«oy rqily ; then turning full upon her, '* Has Kate been 
in her bed eyer j night this week T asked he seriously. 

" Dear gudeman, whaten a question's that to speer at 
me ? What can hae put sic a norie i' your head as that ?" 

" That's no answerin my question, Maron, but speerin 
ither twa instead o't : — I ask ye gin Kate hasna been out 
o' her bed for some nights bygane." 

" How sude I ken ony thing about that, gudeman ? — 
ye may gang an* speer at her — Out o' her bed, quotha I 
— Na — ^there'll nae young skempy amang them wile her 
oat o' her bed i' the night-time. — Dear gudeman, what has 
put it i' your head that our bairn stravaigs i* the night- 
time?' 

'^ Na, na, Maron, there's nae mortal soul will ever gar 
ye answer to the point." 

" Dear gudeman, wha heard ever tell o' a morto/ soul? 
— the soul's no mortal at a' — Didiia ye hear our ain 
worthy curate-clerk say " 

'* O, Maron ! Maron I ye'U aye be the aulii woman, if 
the warld sude turn upside-down I — Canna ye answer my 
question sunply^ ay or no, as far as ye ken, whether oiur 
daughter has been out o' her bed at midnight for some 
nights bygane or no ? — If ye ken that she has, canna ye 
tell me sae at aince, without ganging about the bush ? 
it's a thing that deeply concerns us baith." 

*' Troth, gudeman, gin she has been out o' her bed, 
mony an honest man's bairn has been out o' her bed at 
midnight afore her, an' nae ill in her mind nouther-* 
the thing's as common as the rising o' the se'en sterns." 

Walter turned towards his meal, after casting a look 
of pity and despair upon his yokefellow, who went on at 
great length defending the equivocal practice of young 
women who might deem it meet and convenient to leave 
their beds occasionally by night ; and at length, with more 
tagacity than usual, concluded her arguments with the fol- 
bwing home remark : — " Ye ken- fu' weel, gudeman, ye 
courtit me i' the howe o' the night yoursel ; an' Him that 
kens the heart kens weel that I hae never had cause to rue 
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our bits o' trysts i* the dark — Na, na ! mony's the time an' 
aft that I hae blest them, an' thought o' them wi' plea- 
sure ! We had ae kind o' happiness then, Watie, we hae 
another now, an* we*U hae another yet.** 

There was something in this iqppeal that it would have 
been unnatural to^ave resisted. There is a tenderness 
in the recollection o£ early scenes of 'mutual joy and love, 
that invariably softens the asperity of our nature, and 
draws the heart by an invisible bond toward the sharer of 
these ; but when these scenes are at one view 'connected 
with the present and the future, the delight receives a 
tinge of sublimity. In short, the appeal was one of 
the most happy that ever fell from the lips of a simple 
and ignorant, though a well-meaning woman. It was 
not lost upon Walter ; who, though of a rough exterior 
and impatient humour, was a good man. He took his 
wife's hand and pressed it fervently. 

" My gude auld wife," said he, ** God bless ye ! — Ye 
hae bits o' queer gates whiles, but I wadna part wi* ye, or 
see ane o* your grey hjurs wranged, for a* the ewes ' on 
the Hermon Law.'* — Maron gave two or three sobs, and 
put the comer of her check-apron upon the eye that was 
next Walter. — " Fair fa' your heart, Maron,** said he, 
** well say nae mair about it ; but, my woman, we maun 
crack about our bits o' hame affairs, an' I had the strong, 
est reasons for coming to the truth o* yon ; however, 1*11 
try ither means.-^But, Maron Linton, there's anither 
thing, that in spite o' my heart is like to breed me muckle 
grief, an' trouble, an' shame.-— Maron, has the Brownie 
o* Bodsbeck been ony msdr seeQ about the town ?" 

** Troth, gudeman, ye're aye sae hard i* the belief — 
wi' a' your kindness to me and mine, ye hae a dour, stiff, 
unbowsome kind o* nature in ye — itil hardly souple whan 
steepit i' yer ain e'esight — but I can tell ye for news, yell 
no hae a servant about yer house, man, woman, nor boy, 
in less than a fortnight, if this wicked and malevolent 
spirit canna be put awfty — an' I may say i' the language 
o* Scripture, * My name b Legion, for we are many.' 
It's no ae Brownie, nor twa, nor half-«-score, that's about 
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the house, but a great multitude — ^they say they're ha'f 
deils ha'f fock — a thing that I dinna weel understand. 
But how many bannocks think ye I hae beken in our 
house these eight days, an' no a crust o' them to the fore 
but that wee bit on your timber trencher? Half-a- 
dizen o' dizens, gudeman I — a' the Ibieal girnels i' the 
country wadna stand it, let abee th^ wee bit meal ark o' 
Chapelhope." 

" Gudewife, I'm perfectly stoundit. I dinna ken 
what to say, or what to think, or what to do ; an' the mair 
sae o' what I haye heard sin' I gaed to the hill — Auld 
John o' the Muchrah, our herd, wha I ken wadna tell a lee 
for the Laird o' Drummelzier's estate, saw an unco sight 
the night afore last." 

" Mercy on us, gudeman 1 what mair has been seen 
about this unlucky place ?* 

•* I'll tell ye, gudewife — on Monanday night he cam 
yont to stop the ewes afif the hogg-fence, but or it was 
lang he saw a white thing an* a black thing comin' up the 
Houm close thegither ; they cam by within three cat- 
leaps o' him — he grippit his cudgel firm, an' was aince 
gaun to gie them strength o' arm, but his power failed 
him an' a' his sinnens grew like dockans ; there was a 
kind o' glamour cam o'er hb een too, for a' the 'Hope an' 
the heaven grew as derk as tar an' pitch — ^but the settin 
moon shone even in their faces, and he saw them as weel 
as it had been fore-day. The tane was a wee bit hurk* 
lin crile of an unearthly thing, as shrinkit an' wan as he 
bad lien seven years i' the grave ; the tither was like a 
young woman — an' what d'ye think ? he says he'll gang 
to death wi't that it was outher our dochter or her 
wraith." 

Maron lifted up her eyes and her clasped hands toward 
the ceiling, and broke out with the utmost vehemence in- 
to the following raving ejaculation : — " O mercy, mercy I 
Watie Laidlaw ! — O, may Him that dwalls atween the 
Sherubeams be wi' us and preserve us and guide us, for 
we are undone creatures ! — 0, Watie Laidlaw, Watie 
Laidlaw ! there's the wheel within the wheel, the mystery 
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o' Babylon, the mother of harlots, and abominations pf 
the earth " 

•* Maron Linton! — What are ye sayin? — Hand your 
tongue, Maron Linton." 

" O gudeman, I thought it was the young fallows ye 
jaloosed her wi* — I wish it had. I wad rather hae seen 
her i* the black stool, in the place where repentance is to 
be hoped for ; but now she's i' the deil's sun hands. I 
jaloosed it, Watie — I kend it — I was sure o't lang syne 
— our bairn's changed — she's transplanted — she's no 
Keaty Laidlaw now, but an unearthly creature — ^we might 
weel hae kend that flesh an' blude could never be sa» 
bonny — Gudeman, I hae an awsome tale to tell you— 
Wha think ye was it that killed CI avers' Highlanders?" 

" That, I suppose, will remain a mystery till the day 
when a' secrets will be cleared up, an' a* the deeds p' 
darkness brought to light." 

'* Sae may it be, Watie! Sae may it be! But it wa« 
neither ane nor ither but our ain only dochter Kate." 

** Ye're ravin, Maron — troth, ye're gaun daft — a bit 
sklendry lassie o' aughteen kill sae mony armed High- 
landers ? — Hout fye ! keep within bounds, Maron." 

** I heard her wi' thir lugs it's i* my ain head — Stannin 
on that very i^oom floor, I heard her gie the orders to her 
Brownie. She was greetin whan I cam in — I listened 
and heard her saying, while her heart was like to loup, 
* Wae's me! O wae's me! or mid-day their blood will 
be rinnin like water! — The auld an' the young, the 
bonny an' the gude, the sick an' the woundit — That 
blude may cry to Heaven, but the cauld earth will drink 
it up ; days may be better, but waur they canna be ! 
Down wi' the clans. Brownie, and spare nae ane.' In 
less than ten minutes after that, the men were found 
dead. Now, Watie, this is a plain an' positive truth." 

Walter's blood curdled within him at this relation. He 
was superstitious, but he always afiected to disbelieve the 
existence of the Brownie, though the evidences were so 
strong as not to admit of any doubt ; but this double 
assurance, that his only daughter, whom he loved above 
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all the world besides was leagued with evil spirits, utterly 
confounded him. He charged his wife, in the most so- 
lemn manner, never more, during her life, to mention 
the mysterious circumstance relating to the death of the 
Highland soldiers. It is not easy to conceive a pair in 
more consummate astonishment than Walter and his 
spouse were by the time the conversation had reached 
this point. The one knew not what to think, to reject, 
or believe — ^the other believed all, without comprehend, 
ing a single iota of what she did believe ; her mind en- 
deavoured to grasp a dreadful imaginary form, but the 
dimensions were too ample for its reasoning powers ; they 
were soon dilated, burst, and were blown about, as it 
were, in a world of vision and terror. 



CHAP. n. 

Before proceeding with the incidents as they occurred, 
which is the common way of telling a story in the coun- 
try, it will be necessary to expldn some circumstances 
alluded to in the foregoing chapter. 

Walter Laidlaw rented the extensive bounds of Chapel- 
hope from the Laird of Drummelzier. He was a sub- 
stantial, and even a wealthy man, as times went then, for 
he had a stock of 3000 sheep, cattle, and horses ; and 
had, besides, saved considerable sums of money, which 
he had lent out to neighbouring farmers who were not in 
circumstances so independent as himself. 

He had one only daughter, his darling, who was 
adorned with every accomplishment which the country 
could then afford, and with every grace and beauty that 
a country maiden may possess. He had likewise two 
sons, who were younger than she, and a number of shep- 
herds and female servants. 

The time in which the incidents here recorded took 
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place, was, I beUeve, in tbe autumn of the year 1685, 
the most dismal and troublous time that these districts of 
the south and west of Scotland ever saw, or have since 
seen. The persecution for religion then raged in its 
wildest and most unbridled fury : the Covenanters, or 
the whigs, as they were then called, were proscribed, 
imprisoned, and at last hunted down like wild beasts. 
Graham, Viscount of Dundee, better known by the de- 
tested name of Clavers, set loose his savage troopers 
upon those peaceful districts, with peremptory orders to 
plunder, waste, disperse, and destroy the conventiclers, 
wherever they might be found. 

The shepherds knew, or thought they knew, that no 
human being frequented these places. They lived in 
terror and consternation. Those who had no tie in the 
country left it, and retreated into the vales, where the 
habitations of men are numerous, and where the fairy, 
the Brownie, or the walking ghost, is rarely seen. Such 
as had friends whom they could not leave, or sheep and 
cattle upon the lands, as the farmers and shepherds had, 
were obliged to remain, but their astonishment and awe 
continued to increase. They knew there was but one 
Beuig to whom they could apply for protection against 
these unearthly visitants ; family worship was begun both 
at evening and morning in the farmer's hall and the most 
remote hamlet ; and that age introduced a spbrit of devo- 
tion into those regions, which one hundred and thirty 
years' continuance of the utmost laxity and indecision in 
religious principles has not yet been able wholly to eradi- 
cate. 

It is likewise necessary to mention here, though per- 
fectly well known, that every corner of that distracted 
country was furnished with a gownsman, to instruct the 
inhabitants in the mild and benignant principles of pre- 
lacy, but chiefly to act as spies upon the detested whigs. 
In the fulfilment of this last task they were not re- 
miss ; they proved the most inveterate and incorrigible 
enemies that the poor covenanters had. 

The officiating priest at the kirk of Saint Mary of tbe 
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Lowes had been particularly active in this part of his 
oommission. The smallest number could not be con- 
vened for the purposes of public devotion — two or 
three stragglers could not be seen crossing the country, 
but information was instantly sent to Clavers, or some 
one of his officers ; and, at the same time, these devo^ 
tional meetings were always described to be of the most 
atrocious and rebellious nature. The whigs became grie- 
vously incensed against this ecclesiastic, for, in the bleak- 
est mountain of their native land, they could not enjoy a 
lair in common with the foxes and the wild-goats in 
peace, nor worship their God without annoyance in the 
dens and caves of the earth. Their conventicles, though 
held in places ever so remote, were broken in upon and 
dispersed by armed troops, and their ministers and breth- 
ren carried away to prisons, to banishment, and to death. 
They waxed desperate ; and what will not desperate men 
do ? They waylaid, and seized upon one of the priest's 
emissaries by night, a young female, who was running on 
a message to Grierson of Lag. Overcome with fear at 
being in custody of such frightful-looking fellows, with 
their sallow cheeks and long beards, she confessed the 
whole, and gave up her despatches. These were of the 
most aggravated nature. Forthwith two or three of the 
most hardy of the whigs, without the concurrence or 
knowledge of their brethren, posted straight to the Vir- 
gin's chapel that very night, shot the chaplain, and buried 
him at a small distance from his own little solitary man- 
sion ; at the same time giving out to the country, that he 
was a sorcerer, an adulterer, and a character every way evil. 
His name has accordingly been handed down to posterity 
as a most horrid necromancer. 

This was a rash .ind unpremeditated act ; and, as might 
well have been foreseen, the cure proved worse than the 
disease. It brought the armed troops upon them both 
from the east and the west. Clavers came to Traquair, 
and stationed companies of troops in a line across the 
country. The Laird of Lag placed a body of men in the 
narrowest pass of Moffatdale, in the only path by which 
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these mountains are accessible. Thus all communica- 
tion was cut off between the mountain-men and the 
Western counties; for every one who went or came by 
that way, these soldiers took prisoner, searched, and ex- 
amined ; and one lad, who was coming from Moffiit, 
carrying more bread than they thought he could well ac- 
count for, they shot dead on the spot just as he had dropt 
on his knees to pray. 

A curate, named Clerk, still remained, to keep an eye 
upon the whigs and pester them. He had the charge of 
two chapels in that vicinity ; the one at a place now call- 
ed Kirkhope, which was dedicated to Saint Irene, a saint 
of whom the narrator of this story could give no ac- 
count. The other was dedicated to Saint Lawrence ; 
the remains of it are still to be seen at Chapelhope, 
in a small circular inclosure on the west side of the 
burn. Clerk was as malevolent to the full against 
the proscribed party as his late brother, but he wanted 
the abilities of the deceased ; he was ignorant, supersti- 
tious, and had assumed a part of that fanaticism in religion 
by which many of the adverse party were distinguished. 
By this principally he had gained some influence among 
his hearers, on whom he tried every stimulant to influence 
them against the whigs. The goodwife of Chapelhope 
was particularly attached to him and his tenets ; he held 
her completely in leading-strings; her conscience approved 
of everything, or disapproved, merely as he directed; he 
flattered her for her deep knowledge in true and sound 
divinity and the Holy Scriptures, although of both she 
was grossly ignorant. But she had learned from her 
preceptor a kind of cant — a jargon of reUgious terms and 
sentences of Scripture mixed, of which she had great 
pride but little understanding. She was just such a 
character as would have been a whig, had she ever had 
an opportunity of hearing or conversing with any of that 
sect. Few things could be so truly ludicrous as some 
of her exhibitions in a religious style. The family 
and servants were in general swayed by their mistress, 
who took a decided part with Clerk in all his schemes 
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against the whigs, and constantly dispatched one of her 
own servants to carry his messages of information to 
the king's officers. This circumstance soon became 
known to the mountain-men, and though they were al-. 
ways obliged to take refuge on the lands of Chapelhope 
by day, they avoided carefully all communication with the 
family or shepherds (for several of the shepherds on that 
farm lived in cottages at a great distance from one another 
and from the farm-house.) 

Walter despised Clerk and his tenets most heartily ; 
he saw that he was a shallow, hypocritical, and selfish 
being, and that he knew nothing of the principles in 
which he pretended to instruct them ; therefore he sorely 
regretted the influence that he had gained over his fami- 
ly. Neither did he approve of the rigid and rebellious 
principles which he believed the Covenanters professed. 
When he met with any man, or community of men, who 
believed firmly in any thing and held it sacred, Walter 
revered that, and held it sacred likewise ; but it was 
rather from a deference to the belief and feelings of his 
fellow creatures than his own conviction. In short, Wal- 
ter was an honest, conscientious, good, old-fashioned man, 
but he made no great fuss about religion, and many sup- 
posed that he did not care a pin who was right or who 
was wrong. 

On the 23d of August, Clavers dispatched nineteen 
men from Traquair, under the command of one Copland, 
a gentleman volunteer in his troop, and a very brave 
young man, to gain intelligence concerning the mur- 
der of the curate, and use every means to bring the 
perpetrators to justice. Copland and his men came to 
the mansion of the late chaplain, where they remained all 
the night, and made every inquiry that they could con- 
cerning the murderers. Several witnesses were brought 
in and examined, and among others the very identical 
girl wliom the whigs took prisoner, and robbed of the 
dispatches. She had heard the letter read by one of the 
gang who seized her, while the rest stood and listened. 
It bore, " that great numbers of the broken axvd \e\iQ^- 
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llous traitors keaneled in the wilds around Loch- Skene, 
from whence they committed depredations on all the 
countries about ; that they likewise made religious incur- 
sions into those districts, where great multitudes attended 
their inflammatory harangues/' It also stated, " that a 
noted incendiary was' to preach on such a day in Riskin- 
hope Linn, where the whole group might easily be sur- 
rounded and annihilated ; that many of them were armed 
with guns, bludgeons, and broad-swords, but that they 
were the most cowardly, heartless dogs alive ; and that 
he himself, who had private and certain information of aU 
their hiding places, would engage to rid the country of 
them in a few days, if Lag would allow him but one com- 
pany of soldiers." 

Copland now began to suspect that his force was too 
small to accomplish any thing of moment ; he determined, 
however, to make a dash into the wild next morning, 
and, if possible, to seize some prisoners, and thereby 
gain more accurate information. On the morning of the 
24th, having procured two trusty guides, he proceeded 
on his expedition. He and nine of his followers went up 
by a place called Sheilhope, the other nine by Chapel- 
hope : — they were to scour the broken ground, take all 
those prisoners whom they found skulking, fire upon such 
as refused to stand, and meet on a certain height at noon. 
Copland and his party reached the appointed place with- 
out making any reprisal ; they perceived some stragglers 
on the heights and rocks at a great distance, who always 
vanished away, like beings not of this world. Three of 
the other party took one poor lad prisoner, who was so 
spent and emaciated that he had been unable to fly at the 
signal-sound ; but so intent were they on blood that he 
was not even brought before their leader, who never so 
much as knew of the capture. 

The guide was wont to relate the circumstances of 
this poor man's trial and execution, for, but for him, no 
such thing would ever have been known ; the death of a 
whig, or a straggler of any kind, was then a matter of no 
concern — They were three Braemar I^hlanders wh» 
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took him ; like the most part of his associates, he answered 
their questions in a surly manner, and hy the most cut- 
ting retorts, which particularly enraged a Donald Far- 
quharson, one of the party, against him. " Weel, 111 pe 
pitting you to 'e test, and tat fery shun, my coot freen," 
said Donald ; " and Fll just pe telling you, eince for a' 
tat ye haif ne meer but twa meenets and a half to leef." 

The poor forlorn wight answered, " that he expected 
no better at their hands, — ^that he desired no longer time, 
and he hoped they would bear patiently with him for 
that short space." He then kneeled down and prayed 
most fervently, while Donald, who Wanted only a hair to 
make a tether of, as the saying is, seemed watching dili- 
gently for a word at which to quarrel. At length he 
spoke words to the following purport. " Father, forgive 
these poor misled creatures, as I forgive them ; they are 
running blindly upon a wrong path, and without the 
power of thy grace they shall never gain the right one 
more." Donald, who did not well understand the dialect 
in which the prisoner prayed, looked shrewdlyat his com- 
panions. " Dugald More," said he — " Dugald More, fat's 
*e man saying?'* 

** He is praying," replied the other, " that we may lose 
our way, and^ever find it more." 

•* Plast 'e soul o' *e tief, is he ?" said Donald, and 
shot him through the body. 

The wounded man groaned, and cried most piteously, 

and even called out "murder," but there was none to 

rescue or regard him. The soldiers, however, cut the 

matter short, by tossing him into a deep hole in the 

morass, where he sunk in the mire and was seen no more. 

When Copland arrived at the place of rendezvous, five 

out of his ten associates were no where to be seen, nor 

did they make their appearance, although he tarried there 

till two in the afternoon. The guide then conducted him 

by the path on which those missing should have come," 

and on arriving at a narrow pass in Chapelhope, he found 

the bodies of the four soldiers and their guide mangled 

and defaced in no ordinary way ; and judging ito\\\ Wm 
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that he had been long enough hi that neighbourhood, he 
hasted back to Traquatr with the news of the loss. Qa- 
vers is said to have broke out mto the most violent rage, 
and to have sworn that night by the Blessed Vb^n and 
all the Holy Trmity, utterly to extirpate the seed of 
the whining psalm-singing race from the face of the 
earth, and that ere Beltein there should not be as much 
whig blood in Scotland as would make a dish of soup 
to a dog. He however concealed from the privy coun- 
cil the loss of these five men, nor did they ever know 
of it to this day. 



CHAP. III. 

Things were precisely in this state, when the good- 
man of Chapelhope, taking his plaid and staff, went out 
to the heights one misty day in autumn to drive off a 
neighbour's flock from his pasture ; but, as Walter was 
wont to relate the story himself, when any stranger came 
there on a winter evening, as long as he ^ved, it may 
haply be acceptable to the curious, and the lovers of 
rustic simplicity, to read it in his own words, although 
he drew it out to an inordinate length, and perhaps kept 
his own personal feelings and prowess too much in view 
for the fastidious or critical reader to approve. 

** It was on a mirk misty day in September,** sadd Wal- 
ter, '* I mind it weel, that I took my plaid about me, and 
a bit gay steeve aik stick in my hand, and away I sets to 
turn aff the Winterhopeburn sheep. The wind had been 
east-about a' that hairst, I hae some sma* reason ne*er to 
forget it, and they had amsdst gane wi* a' the gsdrs f our ' 
North Grain. I weel expected I wad find them a* in the 
scaithe that dark day, and I was just amind to tak them 
hame in a drove to Aidie Andison's door, and say, ' Here's 
yer sheep for ye, lad ; ye maun outher keep them better, 
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or else, gude faith. 111 keep them for ye/ — I had been 
crost and put about wi* them a' that year, and I was just 
gaun to bruig the screw to the neb o* the mire-snipe.— 
Weel, off I sets — I had a special dog at my foot, and a 
bit gay fine stick in my hand, and I was rather cross- 
natured that day — * Auld Wat*s no gaun to be o*er- 
trampit wi* nane o' them, for a' that's come and gane yet,' 
quo* I to mysel as I gaed up the burn. — Weel, I slings 
aye on wi* a gay lang step ; but, by the time that I had 
won the Forkings, I gat collied amang the mist, sae derk, 
that fient a spark I could see — Stogs aye on through 
clench and gill, and a* the gairs that they used to spounge, 
but, to my great mervel, I can nouther see a hair of a 
ewe's tail, nor can I hear the bleat of a lamb, or the bell 
of a wether — No ane, outher of my ain or ither folks !— 
' Ay,' says I to mysel, *what can be the meaning o* this ? 
od, there has been somebody here afore me the day !' I 
was just standin looking about me amang the lang hags 
that lead out frae the head o' the North Grain, and con. 
sidering what could be wort of a' the sheep, when 1 no- 
ticed my dog. Reaver, gaun couring aw^y forrit as he had 
been setting a fox. What's this, thinks I — On he gangs 
▼ery angry like, cocking his tail, and setting up his birses, 
till he wan to the very brink of a deep hag ; but when 
he gat there, my certy, he wasna lang in turning I Back 
he comes, by me, an* away as the dell had been chasing 
him ; as terrified a beast I saw never — Od, sir, I fand the 
▼ery hairs o' my head begin to creep, and a prinkling 
through a* my veins and skin like needles and preens. — 
• God guide us !' thinks I, * what can this be f The day 
was derk, derk ; for I was in the very stamoch o' the 
cludd, as it were ; still it was the day time, an' the e'e o* 
Heaven was open. I was as near turned an' run after 
my tike as ever Til miss, but I just fand a stound o'man- 
heid gang through my heart, an' forrit I sets wi' a* the 
vents o* my head open. * If it's flesh an' blude,* thinks 
I, * or it get the owrance o' auld Wat Laidlaw, od it sal 
get strength o' arm for aince.* It was a deep hag, as 
deep as the wa's o' this house, and a strip o' green swacd 
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alaDg the bottom o't ; and when I came to the brow, what 
does I see but twa lang liesh chaps lying sleeping at 
ither's sides, baith happit wi* the same maud. 'Hallo !' 
cries I, wi* a stern voice, * wha hae we here ?* If ye had 
but seen how they lookit when they stertit up ; od, ye 
wad hae thought they were twa scoundrels wakened frae 
the dead ! I never saw twa mair hemp-looking dogs in 
my life. 

* What are ye feared for, lads ? Whaten twa blades 
are ye ? Or what are ye seeking in sic a place as this T 

' This is a derk day, gudeman.' 

' This is a derk day, gudeman ! That*s sic an answer 
as I heard never. I wish ye wad tell me something I 
dinna ken — and that's wha ye are, and what ye*re seek- 
ing hereV 

* We're seeking nought o' yours, friend.* 

* I dinna believe a word o't — ^ye're nae folk o' this 
country* — I doubt ye ken o'er weel what stealing o' sheep 
is — But if ye winna tell me plauily and honestly your 
business here, the dell be my inmate gin I winna knock 
your twa heads thegither.' 

' There is a gude auld say, honest man, It is best to let 
sleeping dogs lie, they may rise and bite you* 

* Bite me, lad !-— Rise an' bite me ! — I wad like to see 
a dog on a' the heights o' Chapelhope that wad snarl at 
me, let be to bite !' 

" I had a gay steeve dour aik stick in my hand, an' 
wi' that I begoud to heave't up, no to strike them, but 
just to gi'e them a glisk o' the coming-on that was in't; 
By this time they were bsdth on their feet ; and the ane 
that was neist me he gi'es the labbie of his jockey-coat a 
flhig back, and out he pu*s a braid sword frae aneath it 
—an' wi' the same blink, the ither whups a sma' spear out 
o' the heart o' his aik stick, ' Here's for ye then, auld 
camstary,' says they ; ' an unlucky fish gets an unlucky 
bait.' Od sir, I was rather stoundit ; I began to look 
o'er my shouther, but there was naething there but the 
swathejs o' mist. What wad I hae glen for twa minutes 
of auld John o^ the Muchrah ! However, there was nae 
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time to lose — ^it was come Mrlj to the neb o' the mire^ 
snipe wi' me. I never was gude when taken by surprise 
a' my life — gie me a wee time, an' I turn quite founde- 
mental then — sae, to tell the truth, in my hurry I took 
the flier*s part, flang the plaid frae me, and ran off up the 
bag as fast as my feet could carry me, an' a* the gate the 
ragamuffian wi' the sword was amaist close at my heels. 
Tlie bottom o' the hag was very narrow, twa could hardly 
rln abreast. My very bluid began to rise at being chased 
by twa skebels, and I thought I heard a voice within me, 
cryuig, * Dinna flee, Wat Laidlaw I dinna flee, auld Wat ! 
ye hae a gude cause by the end I' I wheeled just round 
in a moment, sir, and drew a desperate straik at the fore^ 
most, an' sae little kend the haniel about fencing, that 
instead o' sweeing aff my downcome wi* his sword, he 
held up his sword-arm to save his head — I gart his arm 
just snap like a pipe-stapple, and down fell his bit whittle 
to the ground, and he on aboon it. The tither, wi' his 
sma' spear, durstna come on, but ran for it ; I followed, 
and was mettler o' foot than he, but I durstna grip him, 
for fear he had run his bit spit through my sma-fairns i* 
the struggle, for it was as sharp as a lance, but I keepit 
a little back till I gat the end o' itiy stick just i' the how 
o* his neck, and then I gae him a push that soon gart him 
plew the flow with his nose. On aboon him I gets, and 
the first thing I did was to fling away his bit twig of a 
sword-— I gart it shine through the air like a fiery dragon 
— then I took him by the cuff o' the neck, and lugged 
him back to his neighbour, wha was lying graning in the 
hag. * Now, billies,' says I, * ye shall answer face to face, 
it wad hae been as good soon as syne ; tell me directly 
wha ye are, and what's your business here, or, d'ye hear 
me, I'll tye ye thegither like twa tikes, and tak ye to them 
that will gar ye speak.' 

* Ah! lack-a-day, lack-a-day!' said the wounded man, 
* ye're a rash, foolish, passionate, man, whaever ye be.' 

* Ye're maybe no very far wrang there,' quo' I; * but 
for aince, I trow, I had gude reason. Ye thought to kill 
rue wV your bits o' shabbies o' swords !' 
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' In the first place then/ said he, ' ken that we wadna 
hae shed ae drap o' your blood, nor wranged a hair o^ 
your Head — all that we wanted was to get quit of ye, to 
keep ye out o' danger an* scaith. Ye hae made a bonny 
day's wark on't truly, we had naething in view but your 
ain safety — but sin* ye will ken ye maun k,en ; we be- 
lang to a poor proscribed remnant, that hae fled from the 
face of a bloody persecution. We have left all, and lost 
all, for the cause of our religion, and are driven into this 
dismal wilderness, the only miserable retreat left us in our 
native land.' 

' Od, sir ! he hadna weel begun to speak till the light 
o' the truth began to dawn within me like the brek o' the 
day-sky, an' I grew as red too, for the devil needna hae 
envied me my feelings at that time. I couldna help say- 
ing to mysel, *Whow, whow, Wat Laidlaw I but ye hae 
made a bonny job o't this morning ! — Here's twa puir 
creatures, worn out wi' famine and watching, come to 
seek a last refuge amang your hags and mosses, and ye 
maun fa' to and be pelting and threshing on them like an 
incarnate devil as ye are. — Oh, wae's me ! wae's me !' — 
Lord, sir, I thought my heart wad burst — There was a 
kind o' yuke came into my een that I could hardly bruke ; 
but at length the muckle tears wan out wi' a sair faught, 
and down they came ower my beard, dribble for dribble. 
The men saw the pliskie that I was in, and there was a 
kind o' ruefu' benevolence i' their looks I never saw ony 
thing like it.' 

* Dinna be wae for us, honest man,' said they ; * we 
hae learned to suffer — ^we hae kend nought else for this 
mony a lang and bloody year, an' we look for nought else 
for the wee while we hae to sojourn in this weary world 
— we hae learned to suffer patiently, and to welcome our 
sufferings as mercies.* 

* Ye've won a gude length, man,' quo' I ; * but they're 
mercies that I'm never very fond o' — I wish ye had suf- 
fered under ony hand but mine, sin' it be your lot.' 

' Dinna be sorry for us, honest man ; there never was 
an act o' mair justice than this that ye hae inflicted. 
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Last njght there were fifteen o' us met at evening wor- 
ship—we hadna tasted meat for days and nights ; to pre- 
serve our miserable lives, we stole a sheep, dressed, and 
ate it ; and wi* this very arm that you hae disabled, did I 
grip and kill that sheep. It was a great sin, nae doubt, 
but the necessity was also great — I am sae far punished, 
and I hope the Lord will forgie the rest/ 

Then be began a lang serious harangue about the riches 
o' free grace, and about the wickedness o' our nature ; 
and said, that we could do naething o' oursells but sin. 
I said it was a hard construction, but I couldna argy the 
point ava wi* him — I never was gude at these lang- 
winded stories. Then they cam on about prelacy and 
heresies, and something they ca'd the act of abjuration. 
I couldna follow him out at nae rate ; but I says, * I 
pit nae doubt, callants, but ye're right, for ye hae 
proven to a' the warld that ye think sae ; and when a 
man feels conscious that he^s right, I never believe he 
can be far wrong in sic matters. But that's no the point 
in question ; let us consider what can be done for ye e*en 
now — Poor souls ^ God kens, my heart's sair for ye ; 
but this land's mine, an' a' the sheep around ye, an' ye're 
welcome to half-a-dozen o* the best o' them in sic a case.' 

' Ah ! lack-a-day, lack-a-day ! If ye be the gudeman 
o' the Chapelhope, ye'll rue the day that ever ye saw us. 
If it's kend that ye countenanced us in word or deed, ye're 
a ruined man ; for the blood-hounds are near at hand, 
and they'll berry ye out and in, but and ben — Lack-a- 
day ! lack-a-day ! in a wee while we may gang and come 
by the Chapelhope, and nouther see a lum reek, nor hear 
a cock craw ; for Clavers is on the one hand and Lag on 
ihe other, and they're coming nearer and nearer us every 
day, and hemmhig us in sairer and sairer — renounce us 
and deny us, as ye wish to thrive.' 

* Na, na, lads, let them come — let them come their 
ways ! Gin they should take a' the ewes and kye on the 
Chapelhope, I can stock it o'er again. I dinna gie a baw- 
bee about your leagues, and covenants, and associations, 
lor 1 tliink aye there s a good deal o' faction and dourness 
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in them ; but or I'll desert a fellow-creature, that's op- 
pressed, if he's an honest man, and lippens to me, od, I'll 
gie them the last drap o' my heart's bluid.' 

" When they heard that, they took me out to the tap of 
a knowe, and began to whistle like plovers — ^nae herd alive 
could hae kend but they were plovers — and or ever I 
wist, ilka hag, and den, and tod-hole round about, seem- 
ed to be fu o* plovers, for they fell a' to the whistling an' 
answering ane another at the same time. I had often 
been wondering how they staid sae lang on the heights 
that year, for I heard them aye whewing e'en an* ihorn ; 
but little trowed I they were a' twa-handed plovers that I 
heard. In half an hour they hud sic a squad gathered 
thegither as e'e never glimed on. There ye might hae 
seen auld gray-bearded ministers, lairds, weavers, and 
poor hinds, a' sharing the same hard fate. They were 
pale, ragged, and hungry, and several o' them lame and 
wounded ; and they had athegither sic a haggard severity 
i' their demeaner. Lord forgie me, gin I wasna feared to 
look at them I There was ane o' them a doctor blade, 
wha soon set the poor chield's arm ; and he said, that 
after a' it wasna broken, but only dislockit and sair briz- 
zed. That doctor was the gabbiest body ever I met wi* ; 
he spake for them a', and I whiles feared that he sclented 
a wee. He tried a' that he could to make me a Came- 
ronian, but I wadna grip ; and when I was coming away 
to leave him, * Laidlaw,' quo* he, * we ken ye to be an 
honest, honourable man ; here you see a remnant of poor, 
forlorn, misrepresented creatures, who have thrown them- 
selves on your mercy ; if ye betray us, it will be the 
worse for ye both here and hereafter ; if you save and 
protect us, the prayers of the just win their way to Hea- 
ven, though fiends should be standing by to oppose them 
— Ay, there's naething can stop their journey, Laidlaw 1 
— The winds canna blaw them aside, the clouds canna 
drown them, and the lights o' Heaven canna burn them ; 
and your name will stand at that bar where there's nae 
cruel and partial judge — What you gie to us, ye gie to 
your Maker, and he will repay you seven-fold.* Od, the 
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body was like to gar me play the bairn and greet even 
out. Weel, I canna mind the half that he said, but he 
endit wi* this :— * We have seen our friends all bound, 
banished, and destroyed ; they have died on the field, on 
the scaffold, and at the stake ; but the reek o' their blood 
shall drive the cruel Stuarts frae the land they have dis- 
graced, and out of it a church of truth and liberty shall 
spring. There is still a haudfu* remaining in Israel that 
have not yet bowed the knee to Baal, nor yet kissed him 
-~That remnant has fled here to escape the crudty of 
man ; but a worse fate threatens us now — ^we are all of 
us perishing with famine— For these three days we have 
tasted nothing but the green moss, save a few wretched 
trouts, eels, and adders.* * Ethers, man !* quo' I, — * For the 
love o* God take care how ye eat the ethers — ^ye may as 
weel cut your throats at aince as eat them. Na, na, lad, 
that's meat that will never do.' I said nae mair, but gae 
just a wave to my dog. * Reaver,' quo' I, * yon's away.* 
>^In three minates he had ten score o' ewes and wedders 
aft my hand. I grippit twa o' the best I could wale, and cut 
aff their heads wi* my un knife. * Now, doctor,* quo* I, 
* take these and roast them, and part them amang ye the 
best way ye can — ^ye'll find them better than the ethers 
—Lord, man, it will never do to eat ethers.* *' 

After a hearty laugh, in which his guests generally 
joined, Walter concluded thus : " That meeting cost me 
twa or three bunder round bannocks, and mae gude ewes 
and wedders than 1*11 say ; but I never missed them, and 
I never rued what I did. Folk may say as they like, but 
1 think aye the prayers out amang the hags and rash- 
bushes that year did me nae ill — It is as good to hae a 
man's blessing as his curse, let him be what he may." 

Walter never went farther with his story straight on- 
ward than this ; for it began to involve family concerns, 
which he did not much like to recount. He had a num- 
ber of abstract stories about the Covenanters and their 
persecutors ; but as I must now proceed with the narrative 
as I gathered it from others, these will be interwoven in 
their due course. 

I. r 
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CHAP. IV. 



Walter visited them next day at the time and place 
appointed, taking with him a dozen of bannocks and a 
small cheese. These he was obliged to steal out of his. 
own pantry, for he durst not by any means trust his 
wife and family with the discovery he had made, know- 
uig that he might as well have confided it with the curate 
himself, the sworn enemy of his motley protegees. They 
gathered around him with protestations of gratitude and 
esteem ; for the deserted and oppressed generally cling 
to the first symptoms of friendship and protection with 
an ardency that too often overshoots its aim. Walter 
naturally felt an honest pride, not so much in that he had 
done, as that he intended to do ; but before he produced 
his repast, he began in a most serious way to question 
them relating to some late incidents already mentioned. 

They all with one assent declared, and took God to 
witness, that they knew nothing at all about the death of 
the five soldiers ; that it was not perpetrated by them, 
nor any connected with them ; nor could they compre- 
hend, in the least degree, how it was effected, if not by 
some supernatural agency — a judgment sent down from 
Heaven for their bloody intent. With regard to the 
murder of the priest, they were sorry that they knew so 
much. It was perpetrated by a few rash men of their 
number, but entirely without their concurrent assent, as 
well as knowledge; that though his death might have 
been necessary to the savmg of a great number of valu- 
able lives, they had nevertheless unanimously protested 
against it; that the perpetrators had retired from their 
body, they knew not whither ; and that at that very time 
the Rev. Messrs Alexeinder Shiels and James Renwick 
were engaged in arranging for publication a general pro- 
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test against many things alleged against them by their 
enemies, and this among others.* 

There was a candour in this to which Walter's heart 
assented. He feasted them with his plentiful and homely 
cheer — promised to visit them every day, and so to em- 
ploy his shepherds that none of them should come into 
that quarter to distress them. Walter was as good as 
his word. He visited them everyday — ^told them all the 
news that he could gather of the troops that beleaguered 
them — of the executions that were weekly and daily tak- 
ing place — and of every thing else relating to the state 
of the country. He came loaden with food to them 
daily ; and when he found it impossible to steal his own 
bread, butter, and cheese, he supplied their wants from 
his fidbk. The numbers of the persecuted increased on 
his hands incalculably — The gudewife'of Chapelhope's 
bamiocks vanished by scores, and the unconscionable, 

* This cnriouB protest is still extant, and shows the true spirit of the old 
Coveoaiiteti or Cameronians,. as they have since been called, better than 
any work remaining. It is called in the title page, " An vnformatory Fm- 
dietUum of a poor^ watted^ misrepresented Remnant cf the suffering Anti- 
popiA^ Anti'prelatic, Anti-erastian, Anti-sectarian^ true Presbyterian 
Ckwrek 9f Christ in Scotland." It is dated at Leadhills in 1687, and is the 
eoqjoint work of Mr James Renwick, and Mr Alexander Shiels, author of 
T%e Hindlet loose. The following is an extract from it, p. 107 : — 

** And in like manner we do hereby disclaim all unwarrantable practices 
committed by any few persons reputed to be of us, whereby the Lord hath 
been offended, his cause wronged, and we all made to endure the scourge 
of tongoes; for which things we have desired to make conscience of 
nmoming before the Lord, both in public and private. As the unwarrant- 
aMe manner of killing that curate at the Corsephaim, though he was a man 
of death both by the laws of God and man, and the fact not materially mur- 
der; it being gone about contrary to oiu* declaration, common or competent 
consent, (the conclusion and deed being known only to three or four per- 
sons) in a rash and not a Christian manner, and also other offences being 
committed at the time ; wliich miscarriages have proven a mean to stop 
and retard lawful, laudable, and warrantable proceeding, botli as to matter 
and uuianer." 

T\u'ie other nfffmreit committed at the time, unquestionably refer to the 
Aau^'hter of the Highland soldiers j about wliich, there was great stir and 
numerous conjettures in the country ; although, owing to the revolution 
that immediately foUowed, the perpetrators were never taken, nor the 
ranv tried in a court of justice, nor indeed was the incident ever generally 
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insatiable Brownie of Bodsbeck was blamed for the 
whole. 

Some time previous to this, a young vagrant, of the 
name of Kennedv, chanced to be out on these moors 
shooting grouse, which were extremely plentiful. He 
tarried until the twilight, for he had the art of calling the 
heath-fowl around him in great numbers, by imitating the 
cry of the hen. He took his station for this purpose in 
one of those moss-hags formerly described ; but he had 
not well begun to call ejre his ears were saluted by the 
whistling of so many plovers that he could not hear his 
own voice. He was obliged to desist, and he lay for some 
time listening, in expectation that they would soon cease 
crying. When lying thus, he heard distinctly the sound 
of something like human voices, that spoke in whispers 
hard by him : he likewise imagined that he heard the 
pattering of feet, which he took for those of horses, and, 
convinced that it was a raid of the fairies, he became mor- 
tally afraid ; he crept closer to the earth, and in a short 
time heard a swell of the most mellifluous music that ever 
rose on the night. He then got up, and fled with pre- 
cipitation away, as he thought, from the place whence the 
music seemed to arise ; but ere he had proceeded above 
a hundred paces, he met with one of the strangest ac- 
cidents that ever happened to man. 

That same night, about, or a little before, the hour of 
midnight, two of Laidlaw*s men, who happened to be 
awake, imagined that they heard a slight noise without ; 
they arose, and looked cautiously out at a small hole that 
was in the end of the stable where they slept, and beheld 
to their dismay the appearance of four men, who came 
toward them carrying a coffin ; on their coming close to 
the comer of the stable, where the two men stood, the 
latter heard one of them say distinctly, in a whbper, 
** Where shall we lay him ?" 

" We must leave him in the bam," said another. 

'* I fear," said a third, " the door of that will be locked ,* 
uid they past on. 

The men were petrified ; they put on their clothes» 
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but they durst not move, until, in a short time there- 
after, a dreadful bellowing and noise burst forth about the 
door of the farm-house. The family was alarmed, and 
gathered out to see what was the matter ; and behold ! 
there lay poor Kennedy in a most piteous plight, and, in 
fact, stark staring mad. He continued in a high fever all 
the night, and the next morning ; but a little after noon 
he became somewhat more calm, and related to them a 
most marvellous tale indeed. 

He said, that by the time he arose to fly from the 
sound of the music, the moor was become extremely 
dark, and he could not see with any d^ree of accuracy 
where he was running, but that he still contmued to hear 
the sounds, which, 'as he thought, came still nigher and 
Higher behind him. He was, however, mistaken in this 
conjecture ; for in a short space he stumbled on a hole 
in the heath, into which he sunk at once, and fell into a 
pit which he described as being at least fifty fathom deep ; 
that he there found himself immediately beside a multi- 
tude of hideous beings, with green clothes, and blue faces, 
who sat in a circle round a small golden lamp, gaping and 
nnging with the most eldritch yeUs. In one instant all 
became dark, and he felt a weight upon his breast that 
seemed heavier than a mountain. They then lifted him 
up, and bore him away through the air for hundreds of 
miles, amid regions of utter darkness ; but on his repeat- 
ing the name of Jesus three times, they brought him badk, 
and laid him down in an insensible state at the door of 
Chapelhope. 

The feelings depicted in the features of the audi- 
tors were widely different on the close of this wonderful 
relation. The beauteous Katharine appeared full of 
anxious and woful concern, but no marks of fear appear- 
ed in her lovely face. The servants trembled every limb, 
and declared with one voice, that no man about Chapel- 
hope was now sure of his life for a moment, and that 
nothing less than double wages should induce them to 
remain there another day. The goodwife lifted up her 
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eyes to Heaven, and cried, " O the vails I the vails I-^ 
the vails are poured, and to pour I** 

Walter pretended to laugh at the whole narration ; but 
when he did, it was with an altered countenance, for he 
observed, what none of them did, that Kennedy bad in- 
deed been borne through the air by some means or 
other ; for his shoes were all covered with moss, which, 
if he had walked, could not have been there, for the 
grass would have washed it off from whatever quarter b^ 
had come. 

Kennedy remained several days about Chapelhope in 
a thoughtful, half delirious frame; but no entreaties 
could prevail with him at that time to accompany the men 
of the place to where he supposed the accident had hap- 
pened, nor yet to give them any account where it was 
situated, for he averred that he heard a voice say to hioi 
in a solemn tone, ** If you wish to live long, never teil 
what you have seen to-night, nor ever come this way 
again." Happy had it been for him had he attended all 
along to this injunction. He slipped away from Chapel- 
hope in a few days, and was no more seen until the 
time that Copland and his men appeared there. It was 
he who came as guide to the soldiers that were slain, and 
he fell with them in the strait Imn of the South Grain of 
Chapelhope. 

These mysterious and unaccountable incidents by de- 
grees impressed the minds of the inhabitants with terror 
that cannot be described ; no woman or boy would go 
out of doors after sunset, on any account whatever, and 
there was scarcely a man who durst venture forth alone 
after the fall of evening. If they could have been sure 
that brownies and fairies had only power to assume the 
human shape, they would not have been nearly in such 
peril and perplexity ; but there was no form of any thing 
animate or inanimate, save that of a lamb, that they were 
sure of; they were of course waylaid at every turn, and 
kept in continual agitation. An owl was a most danger- 
ous and suspicious-looking fellow — a white glede made 
them quake, and keep a sharp look-out upon his course 
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in the air-<-«i hare, with her large intelDgent eyes and 
eqmvocal way of walking, was an object of general dis- 
trust — and a cat, squalling after dark, was the devil. 
Many were the ludicrous scenes that occurred, among 
which I cannot help mentioning those which follow, as 
being particularly whimsical. 

Jasper, son to old John of the Muchrah, was the swift- 
est runner of his time; but of all those whose mhids 
were kept in continual agitation on account of the late 
inundation of spirits into the cduntry, Jasper was the 
chief. He was beset by them morning and evening ; 
and even at high noon, if the day was dark, he never 
considered himself as quite safe. He depended entirely 
upon his speed m running to avoid their hellish inter- 
course ; he essayed no other means — and many wonder- 
ful escapes he effected by this species of exertion alone. 
He was wont to knit stockings while tendmg his flock 
on the mountsdns ; and happening to drop some yam 
one evening, it trdled after him in a long ravelled coil 
aloi^ the sward. It was a little after the sun had gone 
down that Jasper was coming whistling and singing over 
the shoulder of the Hermon-Law, when, chancing to oast 
a casual glance behind him, he espied something in shape 
of a horrible serpent, with an unequal body, and* an enor- 
mous length of tail, coming stealing along the bent after 
him. His heart leapt to his mouth, (as he expressed it,) 
and his hau- bristled so that it thrust the bonnet from his 
head. He knew that no such monster inhabited these 
mountains, and it momently occurred to him that it >Yas 
the Brownie of Bodsbeck come to seize him in that most 
questionable shape. He betook him to his old means of 
safety in great haste, never doubting that he was well 
qualified to run from any object that crawled on the 
ground with its belly ; but, after running a considerable 
way, he perceived his adversary coming at full stretch 
along the hill after him. His speed was redoubled ; and, 
as he noted now and then that his inveterate pursuer 
gained no ground on him, his exertion was beyond that 
of man. Thore were two shepherds on an opposite hill 
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who saw Jasper running without the plaid and the bonnet, 
and with a swiftness which they described as quite incon- 
ceivable. The cause set conjecture at defiance ; but they 
remarked, that though he grew more and more spent, 
whenever he glanced behind he exerted himself anew, 
and strained a little harder. He continued his perseve- 
rance to the last, as any man would do who was running 
for bare life, until he came to a brook called the Eer 
Cleuch, in the crossing of which he fell down exhausted ; 
he turned on his back to essay a last defence, and, to his 
joyful astonishment, perceived that the serpent likewise 
lay still and did not move. The truth was then discover- 
ed ; but many suspected that Jasper never overcame that 
heat and that fright as long as he lived. 

Jasper, among many encounters with the fairies and 
brownies, had another that terminated in a manner not 
quite so pleasant^. The Brownie of Bodsbeck, or the 
Queen of the Fairies, (he was not sure which of them it 
was,) came to him one night as he was lying alone, and 
wide awake, as he conceived, and proffered him many 
fine things, and wealth and honours in abundance, if he 
would go along to a very fine country, which Jasper con- 
jectured must have been Fairyland. He resisted all 
these tempting offers in the most decided manner, until 
at length the countenance of his visitant changed from the 
most placid and bewitching beauty to that of a fiend. 
The horrible form grappled with him, laid hold of both 
his wrists, and began to drag him off by force ; but he 
struggled with all the energy of a man in despair, and at 
length, by a violent exertion, he disengaged his right 
hand. The enemy still continuing, however, to haul him 
off with the other, he was obliged to have recourse to a 
desperate expedient. Although quite naked, he reached 
his clothes with the one hand and drew his knife ; but, 
in endeavouring to cut off those fingers which held his 
wrist so immovably fast, he fairly severed the thumb from 
his own left hand. 

This was the very way that Jasper told the story to his 
djin^ day, denying stoutly that he was in a dream ; and. 
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singular as it may appear, I can vouch for the truth of it. 
Jasper Hoy died at Gattonside at a good old age, in the 
year 1739 ; and they are yet alive who have heard him 
tell those stories, and seen him without the thumb of the 
left band. 

Things went on in this distracted and doubtful manner 
until the time when Walter is first introduced. On that 
day, at the meeting place, he found no fewer than 1 30 of 
the poor wanderers; many of them assembled to see him 
for the last time, and take an affectionate leave of him ; for 
they had previously resolved to part, and scatter them- 
selves again over the west country, even though certain 
death awaited them, as they could not in conscience 
longer remain to be the utter ruin of one who was so 
generous and friendly to them. They saw, that not only 
would hb whole stock be wasted, but he would himself 
be subjected to confiscation of goods, and imprisonment, 
if to nothing worse. Walter said, the case seemed hard 
either way ; but he had been thinking, that perhaps, if 
they remained quiet and inoffensive in that seclusion, the 
yioience of the government might in .a little relax, and 
they might then retire to their respective homes in peace. 
Walter soon heard with vexation that they made con- 
science of not living in peace, but of proclaiming aloud to 
the world the grievous wrongs and oppression that the 
church of Christ in Scotland laboured under. The doC' 
tor ekap, as Walter always called him, illustrated at great 
length the sin that would lie to their charge, should they 
remain quiet and passive in a time like that, when the 
churches all was at stake in these realms. " We are but 
a remnant," added he, "a poor despised remnant ; but if 
none stand up for the truth of the reformed religion, how 
are ever our liberties, civil or ecclesiastical, to be obtain- 
ed V There are many who think with us, and who feel 
with us, who yet have not the courage to stand up for 
the truth ; but the time must ere long come, when the 
kingdoms of the land will join in supporting a reforma- 
tion, for the iniquity of the Amorite is wearing to the 
full." 
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Walter did not much like disputing about these mat- 
ters ; but in this he felt that his reason acquiesced, and 
he answered thus : '* Ye speak like a true man, and a 
clever man, Doctor ; and if I had a desperate cause by 
the end, and wanted ane to back me in't, the deil a step 
wad I gang ayont this moss hag to find him ; but. Doc- 
tor, there's a time for every, thing. I wadna hae ye to 
fling away a gude cause, as I wad do a rotten ewe, that 
winna baud ony langer. But dinna ye think that a fitter 
time may come to mak a push ? ye'll maybe sell mae pre- 
cious lives for nae end, wi* your declarations ; take care 
that you, and the like o* you, haena these lives to answer 
for. — I like nae desperate broostles — od, man, it's like 
ane that's just gaun to turn divour, taking on a' the debt 
he can." 

** Dinna fear, gudeman ! dinna fear ! There's nae 
blood shed in sic a cause that can ever be shed in vain. 
Na, na ! that blood will argue better at the bar o' Heaven 
for poor distressed Scotland than all the prayers of all the 
living. We hae done muckle, but we'U do mair yet — 
muckle blood has been wantonly and diabolically shed, 
and our's may rin wi' the rest — we'll no throw't wantonly 
and exultingly away ; but, when our day comes, we'll 
gie it cheerfully — as cheerfully, gudeman, as ever ye 
paid your mail to a kind landlord, even though the season 
had been hard and stormy. We had since enough of 
this warld's wealth, and to spare ; but we hae naething 
now but our blood, and we'll part wi' that a« cheerfully 
as the rest. And it will tell some day ! and ye may live 
to see it yet. But enough, gudeman ; we have all re- 
solved, that, whatever the consequence may be, to live 
no more on your bounty — therefore, do not urge it — ^but 
give us all your hand — Farewell ! — and may God bless 
you in all your actings and undertakings ! — There is lit- 
tle chance that we shall ever meet again — We have no 
reward to give but our blessing and good wishes ; but, 
whenever a knee here present is bowed at the footstool 
of grace, you will be remembered." 

Walter could not bear thus to part with them, and to 
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give them up as it vreTe to certain destruction. He argued 
^' well as he could on the imprudence of the step they 
were going to take — of the impossibility of their finding 
a retreat so inaccessible hi all the bounds of the south of 
Scotland, and the prospect that there was of the perse- 
cution soon relaxing. But when he had said all that he 
could say, a thui spare old man, with grey dishevelled 
locks, and looks, Walter said, as stern as the adders, .that 
he had lately been eating, rose up to address him. There 
was that in his manner which commanded the most in- 
tense attention. 

"Dost .thou talk of our rulers relaxing?*' said he. 
" Blind and mistaken man ! thou dost not know them. 
No ; they will never relax till their blood shall be mixed 
with their sacrifices. That insatiate, gloomy, papistical 
tyrant and usurper, the Duke of York, and his commis- 
sioner, have issued laws and regulations more extermi- 
nating than ever. But yesterday we received the woeful 
intelligence, that, within these eight days, one hundred 
and fifty of our brethren have suffered by death or banish- 
ment, and nearly one-half of these have been murdered, 
even without the sham formality of trial or impeachment, 
nor had they intimation of the fate that awaited them. 
York hath said in full assembly, ' that neither the realm 
nor the mother church can ever be safe, until the south of 
Scotland is agiun made a hunting forest ;' and his com- 
missioner hath sworn by the living God, * tiiat never a 
whig shall again have time or warning to prepare for Hea- 
ven, and that hell is too good for them. Can we hope 
for these men relaxing ? No ! The detestable and bloody 
Clavers, that wizard ! that eater of toads ! that locust of 
the infernal pit, hems us in closer and closer on one side, 
and that Muscovite beast on the other ! They thirst for 
our blood ; and our death and tortures are to them matter 
of great sport and amusement. My name is Mackail ! 
I ha^l two brave and beautiful sons, and I had but two ; 
one of these had his brains shot out on the moss of Mony- 
hive without a question, charge, or reply. I gathered 
up his brains and shattered skull with these hands, tied 
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them In my own napkin, and buried him alone, for ho 
one durst assist me. His murderers stood by and mock- 
ed me, cursed me for a dog, and swore if I howled any 
more that they would send me after him. My eldest 
son, my beloved Hew, was hung like a dog at the Mar* 
ket-cross of Edinburgh. I conversed virith him, I prayed 
with him in prison, kissed him, and bade him farewell oh 
the scaffold ! My brave, my generous, my beautiful son ! 
I tell thee, man, thou who preachest up peace and for- 
bearance with tyrants, should ever the profligate Charles, 
or his diabolical brother — should ever the murderer Cla* 
vers, or any of his hell-hounds of the north, dare set foot 
in Heaven, one look from the calm benignant face of my 
martyred son would drive them out howling !" 

All this time the old man shed not a tear ; his voice 
VTas wildly solemn, but his looks were mixed with mad- 
ness. He had up his hand to swear, to pray, or to pro- 
phesy, Walter knew not which, but he was r^tndned 
by his associates, and led aside, so that Walter saw h6 
more of him ; but he said he could not get him out of 
his mind for many a day, for sic another desperate auld 
body he had never seen. 

These harangues took up much of the time that they 
had to spare, but ere they parted Walter persuaded them, 
probably by his strong homely reasoning, to remain 
where they were. He said, since they persisted in re- 
fusing to take more of his flock, there was an extensive 
common beyond the height, called Oemsope, which had 
been a royal forest, where many gentlemen and wealthy 
farmers had sheep that fed promiscuously ; and consid- 
ering their necessitous circumstances, he thought it no 
evil, and he advised them to go and take from that glen 
as many as would serve to support nature for a time ;— - 
that for his part he had many a good wedder and din- 
mont there, and was willing to run his risk, which would 
then fall equal on a number, and only on such as were 
rich and could well bear it. In this plan, after some 
scruples which were overborne by the majority, they at 
length fully and thankfully acquiesced. 
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That same day, on his way homeward, Walter heard 
the wonderful relation of the apparition of his beloved 
daughter in the 'Hope at midnight; he learned that 
Clavers would be there in a few days, and he had sent 
above 100 men to steal sheep — all these things made him 
thoughtful and uneasy after he had reached his home, 
wet and fatigued. — " It will be a bloody night in Gem- 
sope this,*' he said, sighing, not recollecting what he said 
or to whom he said it. He could trust his wife with any 
of his iamlly concerns, but as long as she continued to 
be so much influenced by the curate Clerk, the sworn 
enemy of his poor persecuted flock, he durst not give her 
a hint of theur retreat. 

Walter became still more and more perplexed from all 
that he heard from his wife, as well as from every one 
else — he found that, in truth, there was some mysterious 
thing about his house — ^the whole family .seemed con- 
vinced of it — there were many things seen, heard, and 
done there that he could in nowise account for in a ra- 
tional way, and though he resisted the general beHef for 
a good while, that the house was haunted, circumstances 
at length obliged him to yield to the torrent, and he be- 
lieved as faithfully in the Brownie of Bodsbeck as any of 
them all. 



CHAP. V. 

The house which Walter occupied was on the very 
spot where a remnant of an old house still stands about 
a bow-shot above the new elegant farm-house of Chapel- 
hope, but it was twice as long ; uideed, a part of the 
house that is still standing, or was lately so, is the very 
one that was built for Laidlaw when he first entered 
that large farm. Tliere was likewise an outshot from the 
h'.u k of the house, called the Old Room, which had a 
1. t> 
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door that entered from without, as well as one from the 
parlour within. The end of this apartment stood close 
to the bottom of the steep bank behind the house, whkh 
was then thickly wooded, as was the whole of the long 
bank behind, so that, consequently, any one, with a little 
caution, might easily have gone out or come in there, 
without being seen by any of the family. It contained 
a bed, in which any casual vagrant, or itinerant pedler 
slept, besides a great deal of lumber ; and as few enter- 
ed there, it had altogether a damp, mouldy, dismal ap- 
pearance. There was likewise a dark closet in one 
corner of it, with an old rusty lock, which none of the. 
family had ever seen opened. 

The most part of the family soon grew suspicious of 
this place. Sounds, either real or imaginary, were heard 
issuing from it, and it was carefully shunned by them 
all. Walter had always, as I said, mocked at the idea 
of the Old Room being haunted, until that very night 
when we began with him, and where, after many round- 
abouts, we have now found him again. 

It will be recollected that the conversation between 
Walter and his wife, which is narrated in the first chi^ter 
of this book, terminated with a charge from him never 
more to mention the mysterious story relating to their 
daughter and these five men that were destroyed. After 
this she retired about some housewife business, and left 
Walter by himself to muse on what he had seen and heard. 
He was sitting musing, and that deeply, on the strange 
apparition of his daughter that old John had seen, when 
he thought he heard something behind him making a 
sound as if it growled inwardly. He looked around and 
saw that it was his dog Reaver, who was always an in- 
mate of every place that his master entered ; he was 
standing in an attitude of rage, but at the same time there 
was a mixture of wild terror in his appearance — His 
eyes, that gleamed like red burning coals, were pointed 
directly to the door that opened from the comer of the 
parlour into the Old Room. — Walter was astonished, for 
he well knew his acuteness, but he kept his eyes on him, 
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and said not a word. — The dog went forward with a move- 
ment scarce perceptible, until he came close to the door, 
but on putting his nose and ear to the bottom of it, he 
burst out with such a bay and howl as were truly fright- 
ful, and ran about the apartment as if mad, trying to break 
through the walls and window boards. — Walter was fairly 
overcome ; there is nothing frightens a shepherd so much 
as the seeing of his dog frightened. The shepherd's dog 
of the true breed will boldly attack any animal on earth 
in defence of his master, or at his command ; and it is no 
good sign indeed when he appears terrified, for the shep- 
herd well knows that his dog can discover spirits by the 
savour of the wind, when he himself is all unconscious 
that any such beings are near. 

Walter fled into the kitchen with precipitation — ^he 
found all the femily standmg in alarm, for they had heard 
the hideous uproar in the room. 

** MThat's the matter ?" said half-a-dozen at once. 

*• ViThat's the mattei!" said Walter, churlishly — " no- 
thing at all is the matter — ^tell me who of you were in 
the Old Room, and what you were seeking there?" 

No— none of them had been in the Old Room — ^the 
whole of the family were present, nor had one of them 
been away. 

Walter's countenance changed — he fixed his eyes on 
the ground for the space of a minute. 

" Then I am sure,** said he, emphatically, " something 
worse is there.*' 

A breathless silence ensued ; save that some groans 
and muttered prayers issued from the lips of the good- 
wife, who sat in a posture of deep humility, with her 
brow leaning on both hands. 

** Some of you go and see," added Walter, *' what it 
its that Ls in the Old Room." 

Every eye in the house turned on another, but no one 
spoke or offered to move. At length Katharine, who 
seemed in great anxiety lest any of them should have had 
the courage to go, went lightly up to her father, and said, 
•• I will go, sir, if you please." 
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" Do, my dear, and let sopie of the men go with you." 

" No, sir ; none of the men shall go with me.** 

*' Well then, Keatie, make haste ; light a candle, and 
I will go with you myself." 

No — with your leave, father, if I go, I go alone ; 
no one shall go with me." 

** And why, my love, may not I, your father, accom- 
pany you? 

" Because, should you go with me into the Old Room 
just now, perhaps you might never be yourself again.*" 

Here the goodwife uttered a smothered scream, and 
muttered some inarticulate ejaculations, appearing so much 
affected, that her daughter, dreading she would fall into 
a fit, flew to support her ; but on this she grew ten times 
worse, screaming aloud, " Avoid thee, Satan ! avoid thee, 
Satan ! avoid thee, imp of darkness and despair ! avoid 
thee, avoid thee !" And she laid about her violently with 
both hands. The servants, taking it for granted that she 
was bewitched, or possessed, fled aloof; but Walter, who 
knew better how matters stood with her mind than they, 
ran across the floor to her in such haste and agitation, 
that they supposed he was gohig to give her strength of 
arm, (his great expedient when hardly controled,) but 
in place of that, he lifted her gently in his arms, and 
carried her to her bed, in the further end of the house. 

He then tried to soothe her by every means in his 
power ; but she continued in violent agitation, sighing, 
weeping, and praying alternately, until she wrought her- 
self into a high nervous fever. Walter, growing alarmed 
for her reason, which seemed verging to a dangerous 
precipice, kept close by her bedside. A little before . 
midnight she grew calm ; and he, thinking she had fallen 
asleep, left her for a short time. Unfortunately, her 
daughter, drawn toward her by filial regard and affection, 
softly then entered the room. Maron Linton was not 
so sound asleep as was supposed ; she instantly beheld 
the approach ojf that now dreaded sorceress,' and sitting 
up in her bed, she screamed as loud as she was able. 
Katharine, moved by a natural impulse, hasted forward 
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to the couch to calm her parent ; but the frenzied matron 
sprung from her bed, threi^ up the window, and endea- 
voured to escape ; Katharine flew after her, and seized 
her by the waist. When Maron found that she was 
iairly in her grasp at such an hour, and no help at hand, 
she deemed all over with her, both body and soul ; which 
certfldnly was a case extreme enough. She hung by the 
sash of the window, struggled, and yelled out, " Murder ! 
murder I murder ! — O Lord ! O Lord ! — save ! save ! 
save I save !— Murder I murder !" &c. At length Walter 
rushed in and seized her, ordering his weeping daughter 
instantly to bed. 

Maron thanked heaven, for this wonderful and timely 
deliverance, and persuaded now that Providence had a 
special and peculiar charge over her, she became more 
calm than she had been since the first alarm ; but it was 
a dreadful certainty that she now possessed, that unearth- 
ly beings inhabited the mansion along with her, and that 
her daughter was one of the number, or in conjunction 
with them. She spent the night in prayer, and so fer- 
vent was she in her devotions, that she seemed at length 
to rest in the hope of their final accomplishment. She did 
not fell, however, to hint to Walter that something de- 
cifflve ought to be done to their daughter. She did not 
actually say that she should be burnt alive at a stake, biit 
she spake of the trial by fire — or that it might be better 
to throw her into the lake, to make the Experiment whe- 
ther she would drown or not ; for she well expected, in 
her own mind, that when the creature found itself in such 
circumstances, it would fly off^ with an eldritch laugh and 
some unintelligible saying to its own clime ; but she was 
at length persuaded by her. husband to intrust the whole 
matter to her reverend monitor, both as to the driving 
away the herd of Brownies, and the exorcism of her 
daughter. 

Never was man in such a predicament as Walter now 
found hhnself with regard to his family. Katharine had 
never been a favourite with her mother, who doated on 
her bovs to the detriment of the girl, but to liim she was 

d2 
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all in all. Her demeanour of late completely puzzled 
him — The words that she had said to him the preceding 
evening had no appearance of jocularity ; besides, seri- 
ousness and truth formed her naturcd character, and she 
had of late become more reserved and thoughtful than 
she had ever been before. 

The bed that she slept in faced into the parlour before 
mentioned ; that which Walter and his spouse occupied 
entered from another apartment — their backs, however, 
were only separated by a thin wooden partition. Walter 
kept awake all that night, thoughtful, and listening to 
every sound. Every thing remained quiet till about the 
second crowing of the cock ; he then heard something 
that scratched like a rat, but more r^ularly, and in more 
distinct time. After the noise had been repeated three 
times at considerable mtervals, he thought he heard his 
daughter rising from her bed with extraordinary softness 
and caution ; He laid his ear to a seam, and distinctly 
heard the sound of words uttered in a whisper, but of 
their import he could make nothing. He then heard his 
daughter return to her bed with the same caution that 
she left it, utter some sighs, and fall sound asleep. 

After serious deliberation, Walter thought his best ex- 
pedient was to remove his daughter from home for some 
time ; and next morning he proposed to her to go and 
spend a week or two with her maternal uncle, Thomas 
Linton, farmer at Gilmanscleuch. To this she objected 
on several pretences ; but at length, when urged to it, 
positively refused to leave her father's house at that time. 
He never in his life could say a harsh word to her, but 
that day he appeared chagrined, and bade her, with some 
asperity, keep away from her mother's presence, as her 
malady, which was a nervous complaint, required the ut- 
most quietness. This she promised with her accustomed 
cheerfulness, and they parted. During the day she was 
absent for several hours, none knowing whither she went, 
or by what way she returned. 

On the same day, the servants, who had spent a sleep- 
less night, packed up bag and baggage, and went off in a 
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body, all save one elderly woman, who had lately come 
to the house, and was a stranger to them aU. Her name, 
she said, was Agnes 'Alexander, but she was better 
known by the familiar one of Nanny Elshinder ; her for- 
mer history and connections were doubtful, but she was 
of a cheerful complaisant temper, and always performed 
what she was ordered to do without any remarks. Walter 
had hired her at Moffat, in the fair called The Third 
Friday ; and told Maron when he came home, that "he 
had hired a wastlin auldish quean, wha, he believed, was 
a wee crackit 1* the head, but, poor thing, she wasna like 
to get a place, and was sic a good soul he coudna think 
to leave her destitute ; and whanever he begoud to par- 
ley wi' her, od, she brought him to the neb o* the mire- 
snipe directly." Saving this good woman, all the house 
servants, man, woman, and boy, deserted their service, 
and neither promises nor threats could induce them to 
stay another night about the town. They said, " they 
might as weel bide i' hell ; they wad gang afore Gibby 
Moray, the king's shirra, whanever he likit, about it ; or, 
gin he buid rather hae brawer burlymen, they wad meet 
him iajce to face in the Parliament Close." 

Walter was now obliged to bring Jasper, his young 
shepherd, down from the Muchrah, to assist him in the 
labour of the farm — ^the most unfit man in the world for 
a haunted house. He knew that the Old Koom was fre- 
quented by his old adversary, the Brownie of Bodsbeck. 
He likewise knew that his young mistress was a witch, 
or something worse, for the late servants had told him, 
so that he had now a dangerous part to act. Neverthe- 
less, he came determined to take the bull by the horns : for 
as he and his father had stocks of sheep upon the farm, 
they could not leave their master, and he was never wont 
to disobey hhn. He had one sole dependance — his swift- 
ness of foot — that had never yet failed him in eschewing 
pvil spirits, save in the solitary instance of the serpent. 

On the first day of his noviceship as a labourer, he 
and his master were putting some ropes on the dwelling- 
house, to keep on the thatch. Jasper wanting sometUlu^ 
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whereon to stand, for that purpose, and being within a 
few yards of the door of the Old Room, and knowing 
that the tubs stood there, thoughtlessly dashed into it to 
bring out one to stand on ; but he had not taken two 
steps within the door till he beheld a human face, and 
nothing but a face and a head, looking deliberately at 
him. One would have thought that such a man, seeing 
such a sight, would have cried out, fled to his master on 
the other side of the house, or into the kitchen to old 
Nanny. Jasper did none of them all. l^e turned round 
with such velocity that he fell — ^hasted out at the door 
on all fours, and took to the Papper-hill like a wild deer, 
praying fervently all the way. His master saw him from 
the ladder where he stood, and called aloud after him, 
but he deigned not to heed or look behind him — ^the 
head without the body, and that at an ordinary distance 
from the ground, was alone impressed on his mind, and 
refused a share to any other consideration. He came 
not back to the Chapelhope that night. * 

Katharine, the young and comely friend of the Brownie, 
having discovered that Jasper had been introduced to her 
familiar, and knowing his truth and simplicity of heart, 
earnestly desired to sound him on the subject. She knew 
he would return to assist her father and brothers with 
the farm labour, in their present strait, by a certain hour 
next morning, and she waited on him by the way. He 
came accordingly ; but he knew her and her connections 
better than she imagined. He tried to avoid her, first 
by going down into the meadow, then by climbing the 
hill ; but seeing that she waylaid him both ways, and sus- 
pecting her intentions to be of the very worst nature, he 
betook him to his old expedient — fled with precipitation, 
and returned to the Muchrah. 

Katharine could by no means comprehend this, and 
was particularly concerned about it at this time, as she 
had something she wished to reveal to him. Walter 
appeared gloomy and discontented all that day. The corn 
was ripe, but not a sheaf of it cut down ; — ^the hay was 
still standing on the meadow, the lint was to puU, the 
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poUloes to raise, tlie tir to bring liome, and the sheep to 
Binear ; and there was no one left to do all this but he 
and his two boys. The giidewifp, who used to bustie 
about and do mueh houaeliold work, vtaa confined to her 
room. His daughlei'd character, hei demeanour, and 
tfveri her humanity, were become sotnewhat doubtful. 
Walter was truly in what he termed apicUedprimineary. 

Katharine, being still debarred oil access to her mother, 
began to dread that she would be obliged to leave her 
father's bouse ; and, in case of a last extremity, she be- 
thought her of sounding the disposition of cild Nanny. 
She was a character not easily to be comprehended. She 
spoke much to lierself, but little to any other person — - 
worked so hard that she seldom looked up, and all the 
while sung scraps of old songs and ballads, the import of 
wiuch it was impossible to understand ; but slie often 
chanted these with a pathos tliat seemed to flow from 
the heart, and that never f^ed to alfect the lieaver. She 
wore a russet worsted gown, clouted shoes, and a quoif, 
or mutcb, upon her bead, that was crimped and plaited so 
close around her face that very little of the latter was 
visible. In this guise was Nanny, toiling bard and sing- 
ing her mournful ditty, when Katharine came in and 
pUced heraeif on a seat by her side. 

" Nanny, this seems to be more than ordinary a busy 
day with you ; pray, what is all this baking and boiling 
for?' 

" Dear bairn, dear bairn, wliat do I ken — the like o' 
roe maun do as we're hidden — guests are coming, niy 
iiairn — O, ny — there's monyabrawan' bonny iad coming 
this way — nioTiy a arie tb.it will gnur a young thing's e'en 
■tand i' back water — . 

" Thajr em condji^ I they «ro coiDLng ! 
Though ths iH-ord be In the hand. 






1 
I 



45 THE BROWNIB 

Is there blood in the moorlands 

Where the wild bumies rin ? 
Or what gars the water 

Wind reid down the lin ? 
O billy, dear billy, 

Your boding let be, 
For it's nought but the reid lift 

That dazzles your e'e. 

For I ken by yon bright beam. 

That follows the son. 
That our Covenant heroes 

The battle shall won. 
Then away with yonr bodings 

Of sorrow and scorn. 
For the windows of heaven 

Stand open this mom. 

Let them rear their proud standard 

Of vengeance and wrath. 
And pour on their columns 

Of darkness and death. 
Yet around our poor number 

Stand hosts in array. 
Unseen by our foemen. 

But stronger thui tliey.^ 

•* Prithee go on, Nanny ; let me hear what it was that 
reddened the water ?* 

" Dear bairn, wha kens ; some auld thing an* out o* 
date ; but yet it is sae like the days that we hae seen, ane 
wad think the poeter that made it had the second sight. 
Mony a water as weel as the Clyde has run reid wi' blude, 
an' that no sae lang sin' syne ! — ay, an' the wild bumies 
too ! I hae seen them mysel leave a reid strip on the 
sand an' the grey stanes — ^but the hoody craw durstna pick 
there I — Dear bairn, has the Chapelhope burn itsell never 
had the hue ?" 

Here Katharine's glance and Nanny's met each other, 
but were as quickly withdrawn, for they dreaded one 
another's converse; but they were soon relieved from 
that dilemma by Nanny's melancholy chime — 

" In yon green houm there sat a knight, — 

An' the book lay open on his knee. 
An' he laid his nana on his rusty sword. 

An' turned to Heaven his watery e'e. 
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But in yon houm there is a kirk. 

An* in that kirk there is a pew. 
An' in that pew there sat a king, 

Wha sign'd the deed we maun ever me. 

He wasna king o' fair Scotland, 
Though king o* Scotland he should hae been,^ 

And he lookit north to the land he loved. 
But aye the green leaves fell atweeu. 

The green leaves fell, an* the river swell'd. 

An* the brigg was guardit to the key ; 
O* ever alak 1 said Hamilton, 

That sic a day I should ever see ! 

As ever ye saw the rain down fiei*. 

Or yet the arrow gae from the bow. 
Our Scottish lads fell even down. 

And they lay slain on every knowe. 

As ever ye saw the drifting snaw. 

Drive o'er the ripe flower on the lea. 
Our Scottish lads fell even down. 

An* wae to Scotland an' to me.**— 

— " No, that's not it — my memory is gane wi' my last 
warldly hope — Hech I dear bairn, but it is a sad warld to 
live in, without hope or love for ony thafs in't — I had 
aye some hope till now ! but sic a dream as I had last 
night ! — I saw him aince again — Yes, I saw him bodily, 
or may I never steer aff this bit/* — Here Nanny sobbed 
hard, and drew her arms across her eyes. — " Come, 
come,** continued she, " gie me a bit sang, dear bairn, 
an* let it be an auld thing — ^they do ane's heart gude thae 
bits o' auld sangs.'' 

" Rather tell me, Nanny — ^for we live in ignorance in 
this wild place — what you think of all that blude that has 
been shed in our country since the killing-time began ? 
Do you think it has been lawfully and rightfully shed ?" 

** Wha doubts it, dear bairn ? — Wha doubts that ?^ 
But it will soon be ower now — the traitors will soon be 
a' strappit and strung — ay, ay — the last o' them will soon 
be hackit and hewed, an' his bloody head stannin ower 
the Wast Port — an' there will be braw days than — we'll 
be a' right than.'' 
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Katharine sat silent s^nd thoughtful, eyeing old Nanny 
with fixed attention ; but the expression of her contracted 
face and wild unstable eye was unsatisfactory. She 
therefore, with a desponding mien, went out, and left the 
crazy dame to discourse and sing to herself. Nanny 
ceased her baking, stood upright, and listened to the 
maid's departing steps, till she concluded her to be out of 
hearing ; she then sung out, in what is now termed the 
true bravura style, 

" Then shall the black gown flap 

O'er desk and tme man ; 
Then shall the homy cap 

Shine like the new moon ; 
An* the kist fa' o' whistles 

That maks sic a deary, 
Lool away, bool away, 

Till we grow weary. 

Till we grow weary, k--. 

Charlie, the cypher-man. 

Drink till ye stew dame ; 
Jamie, the wafer-man. 

Eat till ye spue them ; 
Lauderdale lick-my-fud, 

Binny and Geordie, 
Leish away, link away. 

Hell is afore ye. 

Hell is afore ye, Src. 

Graeme will gang ower the brink, 

Down wi' a flaoghter ; 
Lagg an* Drumlandrick 

Will soon follow after ; 
Jolmston and Lilligow, 

Bruce and Madeary, 
Sc«wder their Iiarigalds, 

Deils, wi* a bleery, 

Till ye grow weary," &c. 

In the mean time, Katharine, on hearing the loud notes 
of the song, had returned within the door to listen, and 
heard the most part of the lines and names distinctly. 
She had heard it once before, and the singer reported it 
to be a new song, and the composition of a young man 
who had afterwards been executed in the Grass- Market. 
How Nanny came to sing such a song, with so much 
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seeming zest, after the violent prelatic principles which 
siie had so lately avowed, the maid could not well com- 
prehend, and she began to suspect that there was more 
in Nanny's mind than had yet been made manifest. 
Struck with this thought, and ruminating upon it, she 
continued standing in the same position, and heard Nanny 
sometimes crooning, and at other times talking rapidly 
and fervently to herself. After much incoherent matter, 
lines of psalms, &c. Katharine heard with astonishment 
the following questions and answers, in which two distinct 
voices were imitated — 

" Were you at the meeting of the traitors at Lanark 
on the 12th of January ?" 

" I never was amang traitors that I was certain of 
till this day** — Let them take that ! bloody gruesome 
beasts. 

** Were you at Lanark on that day ?'* 

" If you had been there you would have seen." 

" Confound the old b — ! Burn her with matches 
— squeeze her with pincers as long as there's a whole 
piece of her together — then throw her into prison, and 
let her lie till she rot — the old wrinkled hag! Good 
woman, I pity you ; you shall yet go free if you will tell 
us where you last saw HamOton and your own good- 
man." 

" Ye sail hing me up by the tongue first, and cut me 
a' in coUops while I'm hingin.'* 

"Bum her m the cheek, cut baith her lugs out, and 
let her gae to h — her own way.*' 

After this strange soliloquy, the speaker sobbed aloud, 
spoke in a suppressed voice for some time, and then be- 
gan a strain so sweet and melancholy, that it thrilled the 
hearer, and made her tremble where she stood. The 
tune was something like the Broom of Cowdenknows, 
the sweetest and most plaintive of the ancient Scottish 
airs ; but it was sung so slow, as to bear with it a kind 
of solemnitv. 
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*' The kye are rowting in the lone, 

The ewes bleat on the brae, 
O, what can ail my auld gudeman. 

He bides sae lang away 1 

An* aye the Robin sang by the wud. 

An* his note had a waesome fa,' ; 
An' the corbie croapit in the dud. 

Bat he durstna light ava ; 

Till out cam the wee grey moudiwort 

Frae neath the hollow stane, 
An* it howkit a grave for the auld grey head, 

For the head lay a' its lane ! 

But I will seek out the Robin's nest. 

An' the nest of the ouzel shy, 
For the siller hair that is beddit there 

Maun wave aboon the sky."* 

* It seems necessary here to premise, that all the songs pat into the 
Jdaonth of Old Namiy, relate to events of that period ; this to a most pain- 
ful one at which the heart shudders to this day. It is supposed to have 
been sung by Mrs FLnlay of Lathrisk, on finding that her husband did not 
return from the hill. — "As Thomas Dalziel of Binns, was once pursuing soma 
covenanters on the braes above Kilmarnock, being completely baffled by 
them and in extremely bad humour, he quitted the pursuit, and returned so 
for on his way, cursing the whigs most dreadfully. While in this queroloo* 
humour he came upon Mr John Finlay, tenant of a place called Upper Lath- 
risk. He was an old man, and though a sincere Christian, was never in any 
of the risings on account of religion. When Dalziel came upon him, he was 
setting stakes in the field whereat to milk his cows ; for the place was not 
at his own house, but at a wild shelling to which he drove his cows and 
calves in summer. When Ds^iel came down the hill, Finiay was in cus- 
tody of two soldiers, who said to their general, " Sir, here is an old fellow, 
who, though he says he has never been up in any rebellion, yet acknow- 
ledges he has been at several sermons in the fields.** 

" Well then," said Dalziel, " that at all events subjects him to banishment."* 

" Alas, sir," said Finlay, " it is scarcely worth your while to baaiBh ma for 
all the time I have to live. I am too old for banishment.*' 

" Then I am sure you are not too old for being hanged," said Dalziel, 
" or shot— either of the two : suppose then we should make the experi- 
ment on an old hjrpocritical rebel for once !** And without one further in- 
terrogatory, he caused him to be tied to one of his own cow-stakes and 
shot. He then cut off his head, which some of his men kicked away to a dis- 
tance. 

The judgment of heaven was very visibly executed upon these men ; tat, 
that same evening, as Dalziel was drinking a cup of wine to a profane and 
blasphemous toast, he fell down and expired. This was on the night of Uw 
22d of August, and on the 24th one of the soldiers who seized, accused, and 
shot the old farmer, died in great terror of mind, exclaiming to the last ** O 
for the life of John Finlay !'* Wodrow, vol. ii. p. G3. 
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The sentiments of old Nanny appeared now to her 
young mistress to he more doubtful than ever. Fain 
would she have interpreted them to he such as she wish- 
ed, hut the path which that young female was now oblig- 
ed to tread required a circumspection beyond her experi- 
ence €uid discernment to preserve, while danger and 
death awaited the slightest deviation. 



CHAP. VI. 

Next morning Clavers, with fifty dragoons, arrived at 
Chapelhope, where they alighted on the green ; and put- 
ting their horses to forage, he and Sir Thomas Living- 
ston, Captain Bruce^ and Mr Adam Copland, before men- 
tioned, a gentleman of Clavers' own troop, went straight 
into the kitchen. Walter was absent at the hill. The 
goodwife was sitting lonely in the east room, brooding 
over her trials and woes in this life, and devising means 
to get rid of her daughter, and with her of all the devour- 
ing spirits that haunted Chapelhope; consequently the 
first and only person whom the gentlemen found in the 
kitchen was old Nanny. Clavers, who entered first, kept a 
shy and sullen distance, for he never was familiar with any 
one ; but Bruce, who was a jocular Irish gentleman, and 
well versed in harassing and inveigling the ignorant coun- 
try people to their destruction, made two low bows (al- 
most to the ground) to the astonished dame, and accost- 
ed her as follows : " How are you to-day, mistress ? — I 
hope you are very well ?" 

** Thank ye kindly, sir," said" Nanny, curtseying in re- 
turn ; "deed I'm no sae weel as I hae been ; I hae e'en seen 
better days ; but I keep aye the heart aboon, although 
the achings and the stitches hae been sair on me the 
year." 

** Lack-a-day ! I am so very sorry for that ! — Where 
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do they seize you ? about the heart, I suppose ? — Oh, 
dear soul ! to be sure you do not know how sorry I am 
for your case — ^it must be so terribly bad ! You should 
have the goodness to consult your physician, and get 
blood let." 

" Dear bairn, I hae nae blude to spare — an' as for doc- 
tors, I haena muckle to lippen to them. To be sure, 
they are whiles the means, under providence" 

" Oho !" said he, puttmg his finger to his nose, and 
turning to his associates with a wry face, — " Oho ! the 
means under Providence ! — a whig, I avow ! Tell me, 
my dear and beautiful Mistress Stitch-aback, do you really 
believe in that blessed thing. Providence ?" 

" Do I believe in Providence ! — Did ever ony body 
hear sic a question as that ? Gae away, ye muckle gouk 
— d'ye think to make a fool of a puir body ?" 

So saying, she gave him a hearty slap on the cheek ; 
at which his companions laughing, Bruce became some- 
what nettled, and, drawing out his sword, he pointed at 
the recent stains of blood upon it. " Be so good as to look 
here, my good lady," said he, " and take very good note 
of all that I say, and more ; for harkee, you must either 
renounce Providence, and all that I bid you renounce, — 
and you must, beside that, answer all tlie questions that 
I shall ever be after asking, — or, do you see, I am a great 
doctor — ^this is my very elegant lance — and I'll draw the 
blood that shall soon ease you of all your stitches and 
pains." 

" I dinna like your fleem ava, man — ^'tis rather ower 
grit for an auld body's veins. But ye're surely some siUy 
skemp of a fallow, to draw out your sword on a puir auld 
woman. Dinna think, howanabee, that I care for outher 
you or it. I'll let ye see how little I mind ye ; for weel 
I ken your comrades wadna let ye fash me, e'en though 
ye were sae silly as to offer. Na, na ; d'ye ever think 
that little bonny demure-looking lad there wad suffer ye 
to hurt a woman ? — I wat wad he no ! He has msdr dis- 
creation in his little finger than you hae i' your hale 
bouk. — Now try me, master doctor — I'll nouther re- 
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nounce ae thing that ye bid me, nor answer ae question 
that ye speer at me.'' 

" In the first place, then, my good hearty dame, do 
you acknowledge or renounce the Covenant ?^ 

" Aha I he's wise wha wats that, an' as daft that 
speers." 

" Ay, or no, in a moment — No juggling with me, old 
Mrs Skmflint." 

" 111 tell ye what ye do, master— 4f ony body speer at 
ye, gin auld Nanny i' the Chapelhope renounces the Co- 
venant, shake your head an* say ye dinna ken.** 

" And pray, my very beautiful girl, what do you keep 
this old tattered book for?** 

•* For a fancy to gar fools speer, an* ye're the first — 
Come on now, sir, wi' your catechis — Wally-dye man ! 
gin ye be nae better a %hter than ye're an examiner, ye 
may gie up the craft.'* 

Bruce here bit his lip, and looked so stem that Nanny, 
with a hysterical laugh, ran away from him, and took 
shelter behind Clavers. 

" You are a fool, Bruce,** said he, " and constant- 
ly blundering. — Our business here, mistress, is to dis- 
cover, if possible, who were the murderers of an hon- 
est curate, and some of our own soldiers that were slsdn 
in this neighbourhood while discharging their duty; if 
you can give us any information on that subject, you shall 
be well rewarded.** 

"Ye*ll hear about the curate, sir — ye'll hear about 
him — ^he was found out to be a warlock, and shot dead. 
— But ah, dear bairn ! nane alive can gie you informa- 
tion about the soldiers ! — It was nae human hand did 
that deed, and there was nae e'e out o' heaven saw it 
done — There wasna a man that day in a' the Hope up 
an' down — that deed will never be fund out, unless a 
gpirit rise frae the dead an' tell o't — Muckle fear, an' 
muckle grief it has been the cause o* here ! — But the 
men war a' decently buried ; what mair could be done ? 

** Do you say that my men were all decently buried ? 

" Ay, troth, I wat wcel, were they, sir, and wi' the 
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burial-service too.— -My master and mistress are strong 

king's folk." 

" So you are not the mistress of this house?* 

" A bonny like mistress I wad be, forsooth — Na, na, 

my mistress is siftin be hersel ben the house there.'* 

With that, Nanny fell a working and singmg full loud — 

" Little wata she wha's coming-. 
Little wats she wha's coming, 
Strath and Correy's ta'en the bent, 
An* Terriden an' a'S coming ; 
Knock and Craigen Shaw's coming, 
Keppoch an' Macraw's coming, 
Clan-Macldnnon's ower the Kyle, 
An' Donald Gun an' a's coming." 

Anxious now to explore the rest of the house, they 
left Nanny singing her song, and entered the little par- 
lour hastily, where finding no one, and dreading that 
some escape might be effected, Clavers and Livingston 
burst into the Old Room, and Bruce and Copland into 
the other. In the Old Room they found the beautiful 
witch Katharine, with the train of her snow-white joup 
drawn over her head, who looked as if taken in some evil 
act by surprise, and greatly confounded when she saw 
two gentlemen enter her sanctuary in splendid uni- 
forms. As they approached, she made a slight curtsey, 
to which they deigned no return ; but going straight up 
to her, Clavers seized her by both wrists. " And is it, 
indeed, true," ssdd he, " my beautiful shepherdess, 
that we have caught you at your prayers so early this 
morning ?" 

" And what if you have, sir ?" returned she. 

" Why, nothing at all, save that I earnestly desire, and 
long exceedingly to join with you in your devotional ex- 
ercises," laying hold of her in the rudest manner. 

Katharine screamed so loud that in an instant old 
Nanny was at their side, with revenge gleaming from her 
half-shaded eyes, and heaving over her shoulder a large 
green-kale gully, with which she would doubtless have 
silenced the renowned Dundee for ever, had not Living- 
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6ton sprung forward with the utmost celerity, and caught 
her arm just as the stroke was descending. But Nanny did 
not spare her voice ; she lifted it up with, shouts on high, 
and never suffered one yell to lose hearing of another. 

Walter, having just then returned from the hill, and 
hearing the hideous uproar in the Old Room, rushed in- 
to it forthwith to see what was the matter. Katharine was 
just sinking, when her father entered, within the grasp 
of the gentle and virtuous Clavers. The backs of both 
the officers were towards Walter as he came in, and they 
were so engaged amid bustle and din that neither of them 
perceived him, until he was close at their backs. He 
was at least a foot taller than any of them, and nearly as 
wide round the chest as them both. In one moment his 
immense fingers grasped both their slender necks, almost 
meeting behind each of their windpipes. They were ren- 
dered powerless at once — they attempted no more strug- 
gling w^ith the women, for so completely had Walter's 
gripes unnerved them, that they could scarcely lift their 
arms from their sides; neither could they articulate a 
word, or utter any other sound than a kind of choked 
gasping for breath. Walter wheeled them about to the 
light, and looked alternately at each of them, without 
quitting or even slackening his hold. ' 

" Gallants, wha ir ye ava ? — or what's the meanin* o' 
a' this unmensefu' rampaging ?" 

Sir Thomas gave his name in a hoarse and broken voice ; 
but Clavers, whose nape Walter's right hand embraced, 
and whose rudeness to his daughter had set his mountain 
blood a-boiling, could not answer a word. Walter, 
slackening liis hold somewhat, waited for an answer, but 
none coming — 

" Wha ir ye, I say, yc bit useless weazel-blawn like 
urt" that yc're ?" 

The haughty and insolent Clavers was stung witli rage ; 
but seeinj; no immediate redress was to be had, he en- 
•L'avoured to pronounce his dreaded name, but it was 
in a whisper scarcely audible, and stuck in his throit — 
** Jo — o — o Graham," said he. 
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" Jock Graham do they ca* ye ? — Ye're but an unman- 
nerly whalp, man. And ye*re badth king's officers too ! — 
Weel, Fll tell ye what it is, my denty clever callants ; if 
it warna for the blood that's i* your master's veins, I wad 
nite your twa bits o' pows thegither." 

He then threw them from him ; the one the one way, 
and the other the other, and lifting his huge oak staff, he 
strode out at the door, saying, as he left them, — " Hech ! 
are free men to be guidit this gate ?— I'll step down to the 
green to your commander, an' tell him what kind o' chaps 
he keeps about him to send into folk's houses. — Dirty 
unmensefu' things !" 

Clavers soon recovering his breath, and being ready to 
burst with rage and indignation, fell a cursing and fuming 
most violently ; but Sir T. Livingston could scarcely re- 
frain from breaking out into a convulsion of laughter. 
Clavers had already determined upon ample revenge, for 
the violation of all the tender ties of nature was his de- 
light, and wherever there was wealth to be obtained, or 
a private pique to be revenged, there never was wanting 
sufficient pretext in those days for cutting off individuals, 
or whole families, as it suited. On the very day previous 
to that, the Earl of Traquair had complained, in company 
with Clavers and his officers, of a tenant of his, in a place 
called Bold, who would neither cultivate his farm nor give 
it up. Captain Bruce asked if he prayed in his family T 
The Earl answered jocularly, that he believed he did 
nothing else. Bruce said that was enough; and the 
matter passed over without any farther notice. But next 
morning, Bruce went out with four dragoons, and shot 
the farmer as he was going out to his work. Instances 
of this kind are numerous, if either history or tradition can 
be in aught believed ; but in all the annals of that age, 
there is scarcely a single instance recorded of any redress 
having been granted to the harassed country people for 
injuries received. At this time, the word of Argyle's 
rising had already spread, and Clavers actually traversed 
the country more like an exterminating angel, than a 
commander of a civilized army. . 



OF BODSBECK. 57 

Such are the men with whom Walter had to do ; and 
the worst thing of all, he was not aware of it. He had 
heard of such things, but he did not believe them ; for 
he loved his king and country, and there was nothing that 
vexed him more than hearing of aught to their dispar- 
agement ; but unluckily his notions of freedom and jus- 
tice were fax above what the subjects of that reign could 
count upon. 

When Clavers and Livingston entered the Old Room, 
it will be remembered that Bruce and Copland penetrated 
into the other. There they found the goodwife of 
Chapelhope, neatly dressed in her old-fashioned style, and 
reading on her Bible, an exercise in which she gloried, 
and of which she was very proud. 

Bruce instantly desired her " to lay that very comely 
and precious book on the hottest place of all the beautiful 
fire, that was burning so pleasantly with long crackling 
peat ; and that then he would converse with her about 
things that were, to be sure, of far greater and mightier 
importance." 

" Hout, dear sir, ye ken that's no consistent wi' na- 
tural reason. Can any thing be o* greater importance than 
the tidings o* grace an' salvation, an' the joys o' heaven ?" 

" Oho !** cried Bruce, and straddled around the room 
with his face turned to the joists. " My dear Copland, 
did you ever hear such a thing in all the days that ever 
you have to live ? Upon my soul, the old woman is talk- 
ing of grace, and salvation, and the joys of heaven too, by 
Sadnt George and the Dragon. My dearest honey and dar- 
ling, will you be so kind as stand up upon the soles of 
your feet, and let me see what kind of a figure you will 
be in heaven. Now, by the cross of Saint Patrick, I 
would take a journey there to see you go swimming 
through heaven in that same form, with your long waist, 
and plaitted quoif, and that same charming face of yours. 
Och ! och ! me ! wliat a vile she whig we have got ui this 
here corner V — Copland, my dear soul, I foresee that all the 
owes and kine of Chapelhope will soon be rouped at the 
cros.s of Selkirk, and then what blessed lawings we shall 
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have ! Now my dear mistress Grace and Salvation, you 
must be after renouncing the joys of heaven immediately; 
for upon my honour, the very sight of your face would 
spoil the joys of any place whatever, and the first thing 
you must do is to lay that delightful old book with the 
beautiful margin along the side of it, on the coals ; but 
before you do that we shall sing to his praise and glory 
from the 7th verse of the 149 th psalm." 

He then laid aside his helmet and sung the psalm, 
giving out each line with a whine that was truly ludi- 
crous, after which he put the Bible into the goodwife's 
hand, and desired her, in a serious tone, instantly to lay 
it on the fire. The captain's speech to his companions 
about the ewes and klne of Chapelhope was not altogether 
lost on the conscience of Maron Linton. It was not, as 
she afterwards said, like water spilt upon the ground, 
which cannot be gathered up again. " Why, dear sir," 
said she, "ye ken, after a*, that the beuk*s naething but 
paper an' ink, an' three shillings an' aughtpence will buy 
as gude a ane frae Geordy Dabson, the morn, an* if there 
be ony sin in't it will lye at your door, an' no at mine. 
I'll ne'er haigel wi' my king's officer about three and aught- 
pence. 

So saying, Maron laid the Bible on the fire, which soon 
consumed it to ashes. 

" Now, may the devil take me," said Bruce, "if I do 
not believe that you are a true woman after all, and if so, 
my purse is lighter by one half than it was ; but, my dear 
honey, you have the very individual and genuine seeds 
of whiggism in your constitution — You have, I will swear» 
been at many a harmless and innocent conventicle." 

" Ye ken little about me, sir. — Gude forbid that ever 
I countenanced sic traitors to the kirk and state I" 

" Amen I say I ; but I prophesy and say unto thee, 
that the first field-meeting into which thou goest in the 
beauty of holuiess, thou shalt be established for ever 
with thy one foot in Dan and the other in Beersheba. 
and shalt return to thy respective place of abode as rank 
a whig as ever swung in the Grass- Market." 



OF BODSBECK. 59 

A long dialogue next ensued, in which the murder of 
the priest, Mass John Binram, was discussed at full length, 
and by which Bruce and Copland discerned, that super- 
stitious as Maron was, she told them what she deemed 
to be the truth, though in a strange round-about way. 
Just as they were beginning to talk over the mysterious 
murder of the soldiers, Claverhouse and Sir Thomas 
joined them, and Bruce, turning round to them, said, 
** My lord, this very honest woman assures me, that she 
believes the two principal murderers of the curate are 
l^g concealed in a linn not far hence, and there seems 
to be little doubt but that they must likewise have been 
concerned in the murder of our soldiers.'* 

Clavers, the horrors of whose execrations are yet fresh 
in the memory of our peasants, burst out as follows, to 
the astonishment of Bruce, who was not aware of his cha- 
grin, or of aught having befallen him. 

" May the devil confound and d — ^n them to hell !— 
May he make a brander of their ribs to roast their souls 
onT 

Maron Linton, hearing herself called a good woman, 
and finding that she was approven of, could not refrain 
from interfering here. 

" Dear sir, my lord, ye sudna swear that gate, for ifs 
unco ill-faur'd, ye ken — an' at ony rate, the deil canna 
damn naebody — if ye wUl swear, swear sense.'* 

The rage of the general, and the simplicity of the good- 
wife, was such an amusing contrast, that the three attend- 
ants laughed aloud. Clavers turned his deep grey eye 
upon them, which more than the eye of any human being 
resembled that of a serpent — offence gleamed in it. 

" Gentlemen," said he, " do you consider where you 
are, and what you are about ? Sacre ! am I always to 
be trysted with boys and fools ?" 

He then began and examined the goodwife with much 
feigned deference and civility, which so pleased her that 
she told him every thing with great readiness. She was 
just beginning to relate the terrible, but unfortunate story 
of the Brownie of Bodsbeck, and his train of officious spir- 
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its ; of the meat which they devoured, and in all proba- 
bility would have ended the relation with the woeful con- 
nection between the Brownie and her daughter, and the 
part that she had taken in the murder of the soldiers, 
when Walter entered the room with a discomposed mien, 
and gave a new turn to the conversation. But that event- 
ful scene must be left to the next chapter. 



CHAP. VIII. 

Walter, on coming to the troopers and asking for 
their leader, soon discovered how roughly he had treated 
Clavers ; and it being so much the reverse of the recep- 
tion he meant to have given him, he was particularly 
vexed about it. Still he was conscious that he had done 
nothing that was wrong, nor any thing that it did not be- 
hove a parent and a master of a family to have done in 
the same circumstances ; therefore there was nothing 
farther from his intention than offering any apology. He 
entered his own room, as he supposed he had a good 
right to do, bluntly enough. He indeed touched the 
rim of his bonnet as he came in ; but, seeing all the of- 
ficers covered, he stalked into the midst of them with 
that immense circle of blue woollen on his head, which 
moved over their helmets like a black cloud as he ad- 
vanced. Bruce, who was well used to insult the peas- 
antry with impunity, seeing Walter striding majestically 
by his general in this guise, with his wonted forwardness 
and jocularity lifted up his sword, sheathed as it was, and 
with the point of it kicked off Walter's bonnet. The 
latter caught it again as it fell, and with his fist, he made 
Bruce's helmet ring against the wall ; then again fitting 
on his bonnet, he gave him such an indignant and reprov- 
ing look, that Bruce, having no encouragement from the 
eye of Clavers, resented it no farther than by saying 
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good-humouredly, " Ton my body and shoul, but tho 
carle keeps his good-looking head high enough." 

" Ck>pland,'* said Clavers, ** desire Sei^eant Daniel Roy 
Maqpherson, with eleven troopers, to attend." They 
were instantly at the door. '* Seize and pinion that 
haughty rebel, together with all his family," said he, 
" and then go and search every comer, chest, and closet 
in the house ; for it is apparent that this is the nest and 
rendezvous of the murdering fanatics who infest this 
country. Let the rest of the soldiers guard the premises 
that none escape to the mountains with tidings of our 
arrival. This good dame we will first examine privately 
and then dispose of her as shall seem most meet." 

The command was promptly obeyed. Walter and all 
his fiunily were taken into custody, pmioned, and a guard 
set on them ; the house was ransacked ; and in the 
mean time the general and his three associates continued 
the examination of the goodwife. Clavers observed that, 
on the entrance of Walter before, she seemed to be laid 
under some restraint, stopped short in her narration, and 
said, " But there's the gudeman ; he'll tell ye it wi' mair 
preceesion nor me ;** and he had no doubt, if she were 
left to herself, of worming as much out of her as would 
condemn her husband, or at least furnish a pretext suf- 
ficient for the forfeiture of his wealth. Clavers had 
caused to be sold, by public roup, the whole stock on the 
farm of Phillhope, which belonged to Walter's brother- 
in-law, merely because it was proven that the farmer's 
wife had once been at a conventicle. 

In the present instance, however, Clavers was mis- 
taken, and fairly overshot his mark ; for poor Maron 
Linton was so overwhelmed with astonishment when she 
saw her husband and family taken prisoners and bound, 
that her speech lost all manner of coherence. She sob- 
bed aloud — complauied one while, entreated another ; 
and then muttered over some ill-sorted phrases from the 
Scripture. When Clavers pressed his questions, she an- 
swered him, weeping, " O dear sir, my lord, ye ken I 
rauna do nacthing, nor think naething, nor answer nae- 

I. F 
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thing, unless ye let Watie loose again ; I find as I war 
naebody, nor nae soul, nor naething ava wantin' him, 
but just like a vacation or a shadow. O my lord, set 
my twa bits o' callants an' my puir auld man loose again 
and 111 say ony thing that ever ye like." 

Threats and proffers provoked alike in vain. Maron's 
mind, which never was strong, had been of late so much 
unhinged by the terrors of superstition, that it wavered 
in its frail tenement threatening to depart, and leave not 
a wreck behind. Clavers told her that her husband's 
life depended on the promptness and sincerity of her an- 
swers, he having rendered himself amenable to justice by 
rescuing his daughter by force, whom they had taken 
prisoner on their arrival, having found her engaged in a 
very suspicious employment. This only increased Mar- 
on's agony ; and at length Clavers was obliged to give up 
the point, and ordered her into custody. 

The soldiers had by this tune taken old John of the 
Muchrah and another of Laidlaw's shepherds prisoners, 
who had come to assist their master with the farm-work 
that day. All these Clavers examined separately ; and 
their answers, as taken down in short-hand by Mr Adam 
Copland, are still extant, and at present in my possession. 
The following are some of them, as decyphered by Mr J. 
W. Robertson, whose acquaintance with ancient manu- 
scripts is well known. 

John Hoy, shepherd in Muchrah, aged fifty-six, sworn 
and examined. 

*' Do you know such a man as the Rev. James Ren- 
wick?" 

" Yes. I once heard him pray and preach for about 
the space of two hours." 

" Was it on your master's farm that he preached T* 

" No, it was in a linn on the Earl Hill, in the march 
between two kdrd's lands, that he preached that day." 

" How durst you go to an unlawful conventicle ?" 

" I didna ken there was a law against it till after-^'s 
a wild place this — ^we never hear ony o' the news, unless 
it be twice a year frae the Moffat fairs. But as soon as 
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1 heard him praying and preaching against the king I cam 

aff an* left him, an' brought a* my lads an' lasses wi' me ; 

but my wife wadna steer her fit — ^there she sat, shaking 

her head and glooming at me ; but I trow I cowed her 

for't after/* 

" What did he say of the king ?" 
*' O, I canna mind — he said nae muckle gude o' him." 
•• Did he say that he was a bloody perjured tyrant ?** 
" Ay, he said muckle waur nor that. He said some 

gayan ill-faur'd things about him. But I cam away and 

left him ; I thought he was saying mair than gude man- 

ners warrantit." 

•* Were you in the Hope, as you call it, on that day 

that the king's soldiers were slain ?" 

*' Ay, that I was ; I was the first wha came on them 

whan they war just new dead, an* a' reeking i' their warm 

blade — Gude keep us a* frae sic sights again ! — ^for my 

part, I never gat sic a confoundit gliff sin' I was bom o' 

my mother." 

** Describe the place where the corpses were lying." 
*' It is a deep cleuch, wi* a sma* sheep rodding through 

the linn not a foot wide ; and if ye war to stite aff that, 

ye wad gang to the boddom o* the linn wi' a flaip." 
" Were the bodies then lying in the bottom of that 

linnr 

•• Od help ye, whar could they be lying else ? — D'ye 

think they could lie on the Cleuch-brae? Ye might 

at weel think to lie on the side o' that wa' gin ye war 

dead." 

" How did it appear to you that they had been slain ? 

were they cut with swords, or pierced with bullets ?" 
** I canna say, but they war sair hashed." 
*' How do you mean when you say they were hashed." 
** Champit like ; a' broozled and jurmummled, as it war." 
" Do you mean that they were cut, or cloven, or 

minced V" 

" Na, na — no that ava — But they had gotten some 

sair doofs — They had been terribly paiket and daddit wi* 

something." 
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" I do not in the least conceive what you mean." 

" That's extrordnar, man— -can ye no understand folk's 
mother-tongue ? — I'll mak it plain to you. Ye see, whan 
a thing comes on ye that gate, that's a dadd — sit still 
now. Then a paik, that's a swap or a skelp like — when 
a thing comes on ye that way, .that's a paik. But a doof s 
warst ava — it's " 

" Prithee hold ; I now understand it all perfectly well. 
— What, then, is your opinion with regard to these 
men's death ? How, or what way do you think they 
were kiUed ?" 

" O, sir, there's naebody can say. It was some ex- 
trordnar judgment, that's out of a' doubt. There had 
been an unyerdly raid i' the Hope that day." 

" What reason have you for supposing such a thing?" 

** Because there wasna a leevin soul i' the hale Hope 
that day but theirsels — they wadna surely hae felled ane 
another — It's, by an' attour, an awsome bit where they 
war killed ; there hae been thmgs baith seen and heard 
about it ; and I saw an apparition there mysel on the 
very night before." 

^* You saw an apparition at the place the night before, 
did you ? And, pray, what was that apparition like ?" 

" It was like a man and a woman." 

" Had the figure of the woman no resemblance to any 
one you had ever seen before ? Was it in any degree, 
for instance, like your master's daughter ?" 

" No unlike ava." 

** Then I think I can guess what the other form was 
like — Had it a bonnet on its head?" 

" Not a bonnet certamly, but it had the shape o' ane." 

" I weened as much — And was it a tall gigantic fig- 
ure r 

" Na, na, sir ; the very contrair o' that." 

" Are you certsdn of that you say ? Was it not taller 
than the apparition of the woman ?" 

" No half sae tall, sir." 

*' Had it not some slight resemblance to your master, 
little as it was ? Did that not strike you ?'* 
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*' Na, na, it was naething like my master, nor nae 
jerdly creature that ever was seen ; indeed it was nae 
creature ava.'* 

" What then do you suppose it was ?* 

•* Lord kens! — A wraith, I hae little doubt. My een 
rins a* wi* water whan I think about it yet.'* 

" Wraiths are quite common here, are they *?" 

" O yes, sir I-— oure common. They appear aye afore 
death, especially if the death be to be sudden." 

" And what are they generally like ?" 

" Sometimes like a light — sometimes like a windin- 
sheet— sometimes like the body that's to dee, gaen mad 
— and sometimes like a coffin made o' moon-light." 

" Was it in the evening you saw this apparition ?** 

** It was a little after midnight." 

** And pray, what might be your business in such a 
place at that untimely hour ? — Explain that fully to me 
if you please.** 

•* I sail do that, sir, as weel as I can : — Our ewes, ye 
see, lie up in the twa Grauis an* the Middle a' the harst 
— Now, the Quave Brae again, it*s our hogg-fence, that's 
the hained grund like; and whenever the wind gangs 
easterly about, then whan the auld luckies rise i' the 
howe o* the night to get their rug, aff they come, 
snouckin a* the way to the Lang Bank, an' the tither 
end o' them round the Papper Snout, and into the Quave 
Brae to the hained grund ; an' very often they think 
naething o* landing i' the mids o' the corn. Now I 
never mindit the com sae muckle ; but for them to gang 
wi' the hogg-fence, 1 coudna bide that ava ; for ye ken, 
sir, how could we turn our hand wi' our pickle hoggs i' 
winter if their bit foggage war a' riven up by the auld 
raikin hypalts ere ever a smeary's clute clattered on't ?" 

Though Clavers was generally of an impatient temper, 
and loathed the simplicity of nature, yet he could not 
iielp smiling at this elucidation, which was much the 
same to him as if it had been delivered in the language of 
the Moguls ; but seeing the shepherd perfectly sincere, ha 
suffered him to go on to the end. 

r 2 
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" Now, sir, ye ken the wind very often taks a swee 
away round to the east i' the night-tune whan the wath- 
er^s gude i* the hairst months, an' whanever this was the 
case, and the moon i* the lift,! had e*en aye obliged 
to rise at midnight, and gang round the hill an* stop the 
auld kimmers — ^very little did the turn — just a bit thraw 
yont the brae, an* they kend my whistle, or my tike*s 
bark, as weel as I did mysel, still they wadna do wan- 
tin't. Weel, ye see, sir, I gets up an' gangs to the door 
— it was a bonny night— the moon was hingin o*er the 
derk brows o' Hopertoody, an* the lang black scaddows 
had an eiry look — I turned my neb the tither gate, an* I 
fand the air was* gane to the eissel ; the se*en stams had 
gaen oure the lum, an' the tail o' the king*s elwand was 
just pointin to the Muchrah cross. It's the very time, 
quo* I to mysel, I needna think about lying down again 
— I maun leave Janet to lie doverin by hersel for an 
hour or twa — Keilder, my fine dog, where are ye ? — He 
was as ready as me — ^he likes a ploy i' the night-time braw- 
ly, for he*s aye gettin a broostle at a hare, or a tod, or a 
foumart, or some o' thae beasts that gang snaikin about i* 
the derk. Sae to mak a lang tale short, sir, off we sets, 
Keilder an* me, an' soon comes to the place. The ewes 
had been very mensefu* that night, they had just corned 
to the march and nae farther \ sae, I says, puir things, 
sin* ye hae been sae leifu', we'll sit down an* rest a while, 
the dog an* me, an* let ye tak a pluck an* fill yoursels or 
we turn ye back up to your cauld lairs again. Sae down 
we sits i* the scaddow of a bit derksome cleuch-brae — 
naebody could hae seen us ; and ere ever I wats, I hears 
by the grumblin o* my friend, that he outher saw or 
smeUed somethmg mair than ordinar. I took him in 
aneath my plaid for fear o* some grit bradnyell of an out- 
brik, thinkin it some sheepstealer ; but whan I lookit, 
there was a white thing and a black thing new risen out 
o' the solid yird I They cam* close by me ; and whan I 
saw the moon shinin on theur cauld white faces, I lost my 
•ight an' swarfed clean away. Wae be to them for 
droichs, or ghaists, or whatever they war, for aye siu' 
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syne the hogg^fence o* the Quare Brae has been harried 
an' traissdled till its little better nor a drove road — I 
dama gang an* stop the ewes now for the saul thafs i' 
my bouk» an* little do I wat what's to come o* the hoggs 
the year.** 

•• Wcffl now, you have explained this much I believe 
to your own satisfaction — Remember then, you are 
upon oath — Who do you think it was that killed these 
men?* 

*' I think it was outher God or the deil, but whilk o' 
them, I coudna say.** 

" And this is really your opinion ?** 

" Yes, it is." 

" Have you seen any strangers about your master*s 
house of late ?' 

" I saw one not long ago.*' 

" What sort of a man was he ?" 

*• A douse-looking man wi' a brown yaud ; I took him 
for some wool-buyer.** 

" Was he not rather like a preacher." 

" The man might hae preached for aught coiitraur till't 
in his appearance — I coudna say.** 

" Are you certain it was not Mr Renwick ? ' 

" I am certain." 

" Is your master a very religious man ?" 

" He's weel eneugh that way — No that very reithe 
on*t; but the gudewife bauds his neb right sair to the 
grmdstane about it%" 

" Does he perform family worship ?'* 

" Sometimes." 

" Is he reckoned a great and exemplary performer of 
that duty ?" 

** Na, he's nae great gun, I trow ; but he warstlcs 
away at it as weel as he can." 

" Can you repeat any part, or any particular passage of 
his usual prayer ?" 

" I'm sure I might, for he gangs often aneuch cure some 
0* them. Let me see — there's the still waters, and the 
iireen pastures, and the blood of bulls and of goats ; and 
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then there's the gos-hawk, and the slogy riddle* and the 
tyrant an* his lang neb ; I hae the maist o't i* my head, 
but then I cahna moiiband it." 

** What does he mean by the tyrant and his lang neb ?* 

" Aha ! But that's mair nor ever I could find out yet. 
We whiles think he means the Kelpy — ^him that raises 
the storms an' the floods on us, ye ken, and gars the 
waters an' the burns come roarin down wi' bracks o' ice 
an' snaw, an' tak away our sheep. But whether it's Kel- 
py, or Clavers, or the Deil, we can never be sure, for we 
think it applies gay an' weel to them a'." 

'* Repeat the passage as well as you can." 

** Bring down the tyrant an' his lang neb, for he has 
done muckle ill this year, and gie him a cup o' thy wrath ; 
an* gin he winna tak that, gie him kelty." 

" What is meant by kelty ?" 

" That's double — it means twa cups — ony body kens 
that." 

" Does he ever mention the king in his prayer ?" 

" O yes : always." 

" What does he say about him ?" 

" Something about the sceptre of righteousness, and 
the standard of truth. I ken he has some rhame about 
him." 

*' Indeed I And does he likewise make mention of the 
Covenant?" 

" Ay, that's after — that's near the end, just afore the 
resurrection. O yes, he harls aye in the Covenant there. 

* The bond o* the everlasting Covenant,* as he ca's it, 

* weel ordered in all things, and sure.' " 

" Ay, that's very well ; that's quite sufficient. Now, 
you have yourself confessed, that 'you were at an unlawful 
and abominable conventicle, holding fellowship with inter- 
communed rebels, along with your wife and family. You 
must be made an example of to the snarling and rebellious 
hounds that are lurking in these bounds ; but as you have 
answered me with candour, though I might order you in- 
stantly to be shot, I wiU be so indulgent as to give you 
your choice, whether you will go to prison in Edinburgh, 
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and be there tried by the Council, or submit to the judg- 
ment which I may pronounce on you here ?" 

" O, sir, I canna wtti to Edinbrough at no rate — that's 
impossible. What think ye wad come o* the sheep ? The 
hogg-fence of the Quave Brae is maistiy ruined already ; 
and war I to gae to the prison at Edinbrough, it wad be 
mair loss than a* that I'm worth. I maun just lippen to 
yours^ ; but ye maunna be very sair on me. I never 
did ony ill designedly ; and as for ony rebellion against 
the Bruce*s blood, I wad be hangit or I wad think o* sic 
a thing.'* 

" Ta|Le the old ignorant animal away — Bum him on 
the cheek, cut off his ears, and do not part with him till 
he pay you down a fine of two hundred merks, or value 
to that amount. And, do you hear, make him take all 
the oaths twice ; and a third oath, that he is never to re- 
pent of these. K either Monmouth or Argyle get him, 
they shall have a perjured dog of him.'* 

As John was dragged off to this punishment, which was 
executed without any mit^tion, he shook his head and 
said, *' Ah, lak-a-day ? I fear things are muckle waur 
wi' us than I had ony notion o' ! I trowed aye that even- 
down truth an' honesty bure some respect till now — I 
fear our country's a' wrang thegither."— Then looking 
back to Clavers, he added, ** Gude sooth, lad, but ye'll 
mak mae whigs wherever ye show your face, than a' the 
hill preachers o* Scotland put thegither." 



CHAP. IX. 

It has been remarked by all the historians of that 
period, that the proceedings of Clavers about this time 
were severe in the extreme. The rising, both in the 
north and south at the same time, rendered the situation of 
Jiffairs somewhat ticklish. Still the Lowlands were tiien 
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perfectly peaceable ; but he seemed determined, lest he 
should be called away, to destroy the Covenanters, and all 
that hankered after civil and religious liberty, root and 
oranch. Certainly his behaviour at Chapelhope that 
morning, was sufficient to stamp his character for ever 
in that district, where it is still held in at least as great 
detestation as that of the arch-fiend himself. 

When the soldiers, by his order, seized and manacled 
Walter, he protested vehemently agsdnst such outrage, 
and urged the general to prove his fidelity to his sove- 
reign by administering to him the test oath, and the oath 
of abjuration ; but this Clavers declined, and ssld to him, 
with a sneer, that "they had other ways of trying dogs 
beside that.** 

When those who had been appointed to search the house 
came before him, and gave in their report, among other 
things, they said they had found as much bread new bak- 
ed, and mutton newly cooked, as would be a reasonable 
allowance for a hundred men for at least one whole day. 
Clavers remarked, that in a family so few in number, this 
was proof positive that others were supported from that 
house. ** But we shall disappoint the whigs of one hearty 
meal," added he ; and with that he ordered the meat to 
be brought all out and set down upon the green — ^bid his 
troopers eat as much as they could — feed their horses 
with the bread which they left, and either destroy the 
remainder of the victuals or carry them away. 

It was in vain that Walter told him the honest truth, 
that the food was provided solely for himself and his 
soldiers, as he knew they were to come by that road, 
either on that day or the one following ; nay, though all 
the family avouched it, as they, well might, he only re- 
marked, with a look of the utmost malignity, that " he 
never in his life knew a whig who had not a lie ready on 
his tongue, or some kind of equivocation to save his life, 
but that they must necessarily all be taught who they were 
dealing with." He then made them all swear that they 
were to tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but 
the truth, and to utter the most horrid imprecations cm 
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themselves and their souls for ever, if they deviated in one 
single item ; and beginning with old John, as before 
related* he examined them all separately and out of 
hearing of one another. 

The interrogations and answers are much too long 
to be inserted here at full length ; but the only new cir- 
cumstances that came to light were these two. One of 
the young men deponed, that, when the bodies of the 
soldiers were found in the Hope, their muskets were all 
loaded, which showed that they had not fallen in a regu- 
lar skirmish ; and the other boy swore that he had lately 
seen eighty large thick bannocks baked in one day in his 
father's house, for that he had counted them three times 
over as they stood cooling. This was another suspicious 
circumstance, and Clavers determined to search it to the 
bottom. He sifted the two youths backward and forward, 
trying to get the secret out of them by every wile in his 
power ; and because they were unable to give him any 
satisfactory account who consumed aU that store of bread, 
he caused his dragoons to take hold of the youngest and 
gird his head with a cord, twisting it with a horse pistol, 
until in some places it cut him to the skull. The eldest 
he hung up to the beam by the thumbs until he fainted 
through insufferable paui ; but he could get nothing more 
out of them, for they had at first told him all that they 
knew, being quite unconscious of any evil. 

Still bent, as it seemed, on the full conviction and ruin 
of the family, he told the boys that they were two of the 
ipost consummate knaves and rebels that he had in all his 
life seen ; and that if they had any hopes at all of going 
to Heaven, they should say their prayers, for in a few 
minutes he would order them both to be shot. 

John, the eldest, who possessed a good deal of his 
mother's feebleness of character, and was besides but new- 
ly recovered from a fainting fit, was seized with a stupor, 
appeared quite passive, and acted precisely as they bade 
him, without seeming to know what he did ; but the 
youngest, whose name was William, preserved an inter- 
esting firmness, in such a trial, for a considerable time. 
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On being advised by Clavers to tell all he ki^ew rather 
than die, and asked if he was not afraid of death ? He 
answered, with the tear in his eye, " Fm nouther feared 
for you nor death, man. I think if fock may be guidit 
this way at their ane hames, the sooner they're dead the 
better." Then turning his looks to his brother, who 
kneeled according to the generaVs order on the green be- 
side him, he added, with convulsive sobs, " But poor 
Jock's gaun to be shot too— I wonder what ye need 
kill him for — What ill hae we ever done t'ye ?--Jock*s 
a very good callant— <I canna pray weel, but if yell let 
my bUly Jock gang, I'll pray for ye as I can, and kiss ye 
too." 

Happy was it for the wits of poor Maron that she saiw 
nothing of this touching scene ; she, as well as Walter, 
being then with the rest under a strong guard in the CHd 
Room. Clavers psdd no regard to the kneeling boy's re- 
quest. He caused his troopers to draw up around them, 
present their firelocks, and then an executioner, who was 
always one of hb train, tied up both their eyes. He 
gave the w«rd himself, and instantly ten or twelve cara- 
bines were discharged on them at once. John fell flat on 
the earth ; but William, with a violent start, sprung to 
his feet, and, being blindfolded, ran straight on the files 
of soldiers. 

Clavers laid hold of him. " My brave little feflow," 
said he, *' the soldiers have all missed you, bungling 
beasts that they are I and since so wonderful a thing hath 
befallen you, you shall yet have your life, though a most 
notorious rebel, if you will tell me what people frequent 
your father's house." 

" What's comed o' Jock?' said the boy, " O tell me 
what's comed o' Jock, for I canna see." 

" Jock is lying dead on the green there, all bathed in 
his blood," said Clavers ; " poor wretch I it is over with 
him, and unless you instantly tell me who it was that 
consumed all that store of bread that has been baked in 
your fathers house for the last month, you must be sent 
after him." 
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William withdrew backward a few paces, and kneeling 
a second time down on the sward with great decency and 
deliberation, " Shoot again," said he ; *< try me aince 
mair ; an' O see to airch a wee better this tune. I wad 
rather dee a hunder times or I saw poor Jock lying a 
Moody Corp.** 

Clavers made a sign to one of his dragoons, who mi- 
bonnd Willkm, and took the bandage from his eyes. 
Regardless of all else, he looked wildly around in search 
of his brother, and seeing his only companion lying flat 
on his face, he at first turned away, as if wishing to escape 
from a scene so dismal ; but his helpless and forlorn situ- 
ation staring him in the face, and the idea doubtless 
recurring that he was never to part with his brother, but 
forthwith to be slaughtered and carried to the grave with 
him, he returned, went slowly up to the body, kneeled 
down beside it, and pulling the napkin farther down over 
the iace to keep the dead features from view, he clasped 
his arms about his brother's neck, laid his cheek to his, 
and wept bitterly. 

The narrator of this part of the tale was wont to say, 
that the scene which followed had something more touch- 
ing in it than any tongue could describe, although Cla- 
vers and his troops only laughed at it. William had now 
qcute relinquished all sensations of fear or danger, and 
gave full vent to a flood of passionate tenderness and 
despair. He clasped his brother's neck closer and closer, 
steeped his cheek with his tears, and seemed to cling and 
grow to the body with a miserable fondness. While he 
was giving full scope in this manner to the affections of 
his young heart, his brother made a heave up with his 
head and shoulder, saying at the same time, like one 
wakening from a dream, "Little Will, is that you? — 
Haud aff,— What ails ye ?" 

William raised up his head, — fixed his eyes on vacan- 
cy, — the tears dried on his cheek, and his ruby lips were 
wide apart, — the thing was beyond his comprehension, 
aiid never was seen a more beautiful statue of amaze- 
ment. He durst not turn liis eyes towards l)is brother ; 

1. G 
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but he uttered in words scarcely articulate, '* Lord I I 
believe they hae missed Jock too !** 

Clavers had given private orders to his dragoons to 
fire over the heads of the two boys, his intent being to 
intimidate them so much as to eradicate every principle 
of firmness and power of concealment from their tender 
minds ; a scheme of his own fertile invention, and one 
which he often practised upon young people with too sure 
efiect. When William found that his brother was really 
alive, and that both of them were to be spared on condi- 
tion that he gave up the names and marks of all the peo- 
ple that had of late been at Chapelhope ; he set himself 
with great earnestness to recount them, along with every 
mark by which he remembered them, determined that 
every hidden thing should be brought to light, rather than 
that poor Jock should be shot at agsdn. 

" Weel, ye see, first there was Geordie the flesher^ 
him that took away the crocks and the paulies, and my 
brockit-lamb, and gae me a penny for setting him through 
atween the lochs. Then there was Hector Kenne* 
dy the. tinkler, him that the bogles brought and laid 
down at the door i' the night-time — ^he suppit twa bicker- 
fu's o' paritch, an' cleekit a hantle o' geds an' perches 
wi' his toum out o' the loch. Then there was Ned 
Huddersfield the woo-man, wi' the leather bags and the 
skeenzie thready — ^him that kissed our byre-woman i' the 
barn in spite o' her teeth, — he had red cheeks and grit 
thees, and wasna unlike a glutton ; he misca'd my father^s 
woo, an' said aye, * Nay, it's nane clean, howsomever, — 
it's useless, that's its worst fault.' Then there was wee 
Willie the nout-herd, hun that had the gude knife an' 
the duddy breeks ; but the Brownies put him daft, 
an' his mither had to come an' tak him away upon a 
cuddy. 

In this manner went he on particularizing every one 
he remembered, till fairly cut short with a curse. John 
continued perfectly stupid, and when examined, answered 
only Yes, or No, as their way of asking the question 
dictated. 
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" Are there not great numbers of people who frequent 
your Other's house during the night ?** 

" Yes." 

" Do you see and hear them, after you go to beJ ?" 

"Yes." 

" What are they generally employed in when you 
hear them ? Do they read, and pray, and sing psalms ?" 

" Yes." 

•* Do your father and mother always join them ?* 

" Yes." 

Here William could restrain himself no longer. 
*' Oude faith, Jock, man,'* said he, " ye're just telling a 
hirsel o* eindown lees. It canna be lees that the man 
wants, for that maks him nae the wiser ; an' for you to 
say that my father rises to pray i' the night-time, beats 
a,* when ye ken my mither has baith to fleitch an' fight 
or she can get him eggit on till't 1* the Sabbath e'enmgs. 
He's ower glad to get it foughten decently by, to rise 
an' &* till't again. O fye, Joi;k ! I wad stand by the 
truth ; an', at ony rate, no just gaung to hell open 
mouth.** 

When the volley of musketry went off, all the prison- 
ers started and stared on one another ; even the hundred 
veterans that guarded them appeared by their looks to be 
wholly at a loss. Macpherson alone ventured any re- 
mark on it. " Fat she pe pluff pluffing at now ? May 
the teal more pe her soul's salvation, if she do not believe 
te man's pe gone out of all reason." 

The women screamed ; and Maron, whose tongue was 
a mere pendulum to the workings of the heart within, 
went on sighing and praying ; asking questions, and an- 
swering them alternately ; and, at every pause, looked 
earnestly to her husband, who leaned against the cor- 
ner of the room, ashamed that his bound hand should be 
seen. 

'* Och ! Aigh me !" cried Maron, — " Dear sirs, what's 
the fock shooiin at? — Eh? — I'm sure they hie nae 
battlers to fight wi* there? — No ane — I wat, r.o ane. 
\igh-wow, sirs ! the lives o' God's creatures !— -They 
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never shoot nae callants, do they ? Oh, na, na, theyH 
never shoot innocent bairns, puir things I Theyll may- 
be hae been trying how weel they could vizy at the wild 
ducks ; there's a hantle o' cleckins about the saughs o' 
the lake. Hout ay, that's a*. — He hasna forgotten to be 
gracious, nor is his mercy clean gane." 

Thus poor Maron went on, and though she had but 
little discernment left, she perceived that there was a 
tint of indignant madness in her husband's looks. His 
lips quivered — his eyes dilated — and the wrinkles on his 
brow rolled up to the roots of his dark grizzled hair. 
*' Watie," cried she, in a shrill and tremulous voice— 
" Watie, what ails ye?— Oh I tell me what ails ye, Wa- 
tie?— What's the fock shooting at? Eh? Yell no tell m& 
what they're shootmg at, Watie ? — Oh, oh, oh, oh I" 

Walter uttered no word, nor did his daughter, who sat 
in dumb astonishment, with her head almost bent to her 
feet ; but old Nanny joined in full chorus with her mis^ 
tress, and a wild unearthly strain the couple raised, till 
checked by Sergeant Roy Macpherson. 

** Fat too-whooing pe tat? Do you tink that should the 
lenamh beg pe shot trou te poty, tat is te sod to your- 
self — Do you tink, you will too-whoo him up akain ?— 
Hay ?— Cot tamn, pe holding your psdce." 



CHAP. X. 

Upon the whole, there was no proof against Walter. 
Presumption was against him, but the evidence was ra- 
ther in his favour. Military law, however, prevailed; 
and he found that there was no redress to be had of any 
grievance or msult, that this petty tyrant, in his capricea 
thought fit to uiflict. His drivers were ordered to take 
the whole stock from the farms of Riskinhope, belong^mg 
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to David Bryden, who lived at a distance, because it was 
proven, that Mr Renwick had preached and baptized some 
children on the bounds of that farm. That stock he 
caused to be taken to Selkirk, and sent orders to the sheriff 
to sell it by public roup, at the cross, to the highest bid- 
der ; but with Walter's stock he did not meddle at that 
time ; so far did justice mark his proceedings. He 
strongly suspected him, and wished to have him convict- 
ed ; and certainly would have taken all the family \Kith 
him prisoners, had not the curate Clerk arrived at that 
critic»l time. Him Clavers consulted apart, and was soon 
given to understand the steadfast loyalty of the gudewife, 
dac^hter, and all the family, save Walter, whom he said, 
he suspected of a secret connivance with the Cameron- 
lans. This was merely to serve a selfish purpose, for 
Clerk suspected no such thing at that time. It had the 
desired effect. Clavers set all the rest of the family free, 
bat took the gobdman with him prisoner ; put two of his 
best horses in requisition ; mounted himself on a diminu- 
thre poney, with the thumbikins on his hands, and his feet 
chained below its belly. In this degrading situation, he 
was put under the care of Sergeant Roy Macphersoh and 
fi?e troopers ; and Clavers, with the rest of his company, 
hasted, with great privacy and celerity, into that inhos- 
pitable wild, which forms the boundary between Drum- 
melzier's ancient property and the Johnstons of Annan- 
dale. The greater part of the fugitives had taken shel- 
ter there at that time, it being the most inaccessible part 
in the south of Scotland, and that where, of all others, 
they had been the least troubled. No troops could sub- 
sist near them ; and all that the military could do was to 
set watches near every pass to and from these mountains, 
where a few stragglers were killed, but not many in pro- 
portion to the numbers that had there sought a retreat. 

The Covenanters knew that Clavers would make a 
sweeping and exterminating circuit about that time — in- 
cidents which were not to be overlooked, had been paving 
the way for it — incidents with which the main body of 
that people were totally unconnected. But it was usual 

g2 
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at that time, aiid a very unfair practice it was, that vfhaU 
ever was said, or perpetrated, by any intemperate faana- 
tical individual, or any crazy wight, driven half mad by 
ill usage — ^whatever was said or done by such, was always 
attributed to the whole sect as a body. It is too true 
that the Privy Council chose, invariably, men void of all 
feeling or remorse to lead these troops. A man had no* 
thing to study but to be cruel enough to rise in the army 
in those days ; yet, because there was a Balziel, a Graham, 
a Creighton, and a Bruce among the king's troops, it 
would be unfair to suppose all the rest as void of every 
principle of feeling and forbearance as they. In. like 
manner, because some of the Covenanters said violent 
and culpable things, and did worse, it is hard to blame 
the whole body for these ; for, in the scattered prowling 
way in which they were driven to subsist, they had no 
control over individuals. 

They had been looking for the soldiers' iqppearing ih^e 
for several days, and that same morning had been on the 
watch ; but the day was now so far advanced that they 
were waxen remiss, and had retired to their dens and 
hiding places. Besides, he came so suddenly upon them 
that some parties, as well as several stragglers, were in- 
stantly discovered. A most determined pursuit ensued. 
Clavers exerted himself that day in such a manner, gaUop- 
ping over precipices, and cheering on his dragoons, that 
all the country people who beheld him believed him to 
be a devil, or at least mounted on one. The marks of 
that infernal courser's feet are shewn to this day on a 
steep hill nearly perpendicular, below the Bubbly Craig, 
along which he is said to have ridden at full speed* in 
order to keep sight of a party of the flying Covenan- 
ters. At another place, called the Blue Sklidder, on the 
Merk side, hef had far outrode all hb officers and dra- 
goons in the pursuit of five men, who fled stra^g^ing 
athwart the steep. He had discharged both his pistols 
without effect; and just as he was making ready to 
cleave down the hindmost with his sabre, he was attadied 
by another party, who rolled huge stones at him from the 
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IftedpiDa alwTei 'and oUlgifd bim to make a hasty te- 



TtM&oatk haa preaervied the -whxAe of h!a route that 
day wtth Ae utmoat nlhiiiteneaa. It Is not eaay to 
aoeoont for tbia. Theae minate tiadidoiu are geae- 
laDy ftrahded on imth ; yet though two generations have 
acaroely paaaed away irinoe the diie of thb tale,* tradU 
tuDy'in this matance, relatea thhigs nnpo88ihle» ebe Chu 
van nanst faidead have been one ci the mfemals. Often 
haa the pr aa cnt rdater of this tale stood over the deep 
green maika of that oonrsei^s hoo( many of which remahi 
on tint hm, m awe and aatonishment, to think tiiat he 
waa actually lodkii^ at the traces made by the devil's 
iwt, or at leaat by ahonethat once belonged to'hun. 

five nan were fliain that day; but as they were all 
weatend men, -very little is known ocmcelrnhig them. 
One of them was diot at a distance by some dimgoons 
who were in pnraidt of him, just as he was entering a 
aonaa, where he would certainly have escaped them. 
He k buried on a idace called the Watch Knowe, a little to 
tile aootb-east of Loch Skene, beside a cairn where he 
had often sat keeping wateh for the approach of enemies, 
fronr which circumstance the height derived its name. 
When he Ml, it bdng rough broken ground, they turned 
and rode off without ever going up to the body. Foui* 
were aniprised and taken prisoners on a hdght called 
Ker^Qeucb-Ridge, who were brought to CSavers and 
dMttly examined on a little ci^k in the Erne Qeuch, a 
fitfle above the old steading at Hopertoudy. 

Macpherson kept the high road, such as it was, with 
his prisoner ; but travelled no faster than just to keep up 
with the parties that were scouring the hills on each 
side ; and seeing these unfortunate men hurled in from 
the hill, he rode up with his companions and charge 
to see the issue, remarking to Walter, that " he woolt 
not pe much creat deal te worse of seeing fwat te fwigs 
would pe getting." 

* One of the women baptised in the Linn of Riskinhope by Renwick that 
year, has Bflreral children yet alive, not very^aged peoi le. 
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How did Walter's heart smite him when he saw that 
one of them was the sensible, judicious, and honourable 
fellow with whom he fought, and whose arm he had dis- 
located by a blow with his stick ! It was still hanging in 
a sling made of a double rush rope. 

They would renounce nothing, confess nothing, nor 
yield, in the slightest degree, to the threats and insult- 
ing questions put by the generaL They expected no 
mercy, and they cringed for none ; but seemed all the 
while to regard him with pity and contempt. Walter 
often said that he was an ill judge of the cause for which 
these men suffered ; but whatever might be said of it» 
they were heroes in that cause. Their complexions 
were sallow, and bore marks of famine and other priv%- 
tions ; their beards untrimmed ; their apparel all in rags, 
and their hats slouched down about their ears with sleep- 
ing on the hills. All this they had borne with resigna- 
tion and without a murmur ; and, when brought to the 
last, before the most remorseless of the human race, they 
shewed no symptoms of flinching or yielding up an item 
of the cause they had espoused. 

When asked, if they would pray for the king. 

They answered, "that they would with all their 
hearts ; — ^they would pray for his forgiveness, in time 
and place convenient, but not when every profligate 
bade them, which were a loathful scurrility, and a mock- 
ery of God." 

" Would they acknowledge him as their right and law- 
ful sovereign?" 

" No, that they would never do I He was a bloody 
and designing papist, and had usurped a prerogative that 
belonged not to him. To acknowledge the Duke of 
York for king, would be to acknowledge the divine ap- 
probation of tyranny, oppression, usurpation, and all that 
militates against religion or liberty, as well as justifying 
the abrogation of our ancient law relatmg to the succes- 
sion ; and that, besides, he had trampled on every civil 
and religious right, and was no king for Scotland, or any 
land where the inhabitants did not choose the most abject 
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ibd d^KfadSng ahivery. For their pwts, thegr would 
neyer wdoMmMgfi 1dm; and though it wa« but little 
tlwt thor proteititioii8 and their blood oould avail, they 
gave them freely. They had but few left to mourn for 
them, and these few mi^t.never know of their &te ; but 
there was One i^o knew their hearts, who saw thdr suf* 
fertaigpi, and in Him they trusted tliat the days of tyranny 
and op pr es w on were wearing to a dose, and that a race 
yet to come mi|^ acknowledge tliat they had not shed 
their blood in vam." 

Ghvers ordered them all to be shot. They craved 
time to pmy, but he oljected, suUenly alleging, tliat he 
bad not time to spare. Mr Copland said, — '* My lord, 
yoa had better grant the poor wretches tiiat small induU 
genoe." On wtdch Oavers took out his watch, and said 
be would grant them two minutes, prodded they did not 
howL When the man with the hurt arm turned round 
to kneel, Walter could not hdp crying out to him in a 
voice half stifled with agony— 

*' Ah I lack-a^iay, man I is it come to this with you, 
and that so soon? This is a sad sight r 

The man pretended to put on a strange and astonished 
look towards. his benefactor. 

'* Whoever you are,** said he, " that pities the suffer- 
ings of a hapkss stranger, I thank you. May. God re- 
qube yoa I but think of yourself, and iqpply for mercy 
where it Is to be found, for you are in the hands of those 
whose boast it is to despise it." 

Walter at first thought this was strange, but he soon 
perceived the policy of it, and wondered at his friend's 
readiness at such an awful hour, when any acknowledg- 
ment of connection would have been so fatal to himself. 
They kneeled all down, clasped their hands together, 
turned their faces to Heaven, and prayed in a scarce 
audible whisper. Captain Bruce, in the mean time, kneeled 
behind the files, and prayed in mockery, making a long 
face, wiping his eyes, and speaking in such a ludicrous 
whine, that it was impossible for the gravest face to re- 
tain its muscles unaltered. He had more to attend to 
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him than the miserable sufferers. When the two mi- 
nutes were expired, Clavers, who held his watch all the 
time, made a sign to the dragoons who were drawn up, 
without giving any intimation to the sufferers, which, per- 
haps, was merciful, and in a moment all the four were 
launched into eternity. 

The soldiers, for what reason Walter never under- 
stood, stretched the bodies all in a straight line on the 
brae, with their faces upwards, and about a yard distant 
from one another, and then rode off as fast as they could to 
get another hunt, as they called it. These four men were 
afterwards carried away by the fugitives, and some coun- 
try people, and decently interred in Ettrick churchyard. 
Their graves are all in a row a few paces from the south- 
west corner of the present church. The goodman of 
Chapelhope, some years thereafter, erected a head-stone 
over the grave of the unfortunate sufferer whose arm he 
had broken, which, with its rude sculpture, is to be seen 
to this day. His name was Walter Biggar. A small 
heap of stones is raised on the place where they were shot. 

The last look which Walter took of the four corpses, 
as they lay stretched on the brae, with the blood stream- 
ing from them, had nearly turned his brain. His heart 
sunk within him. For years and days the scene never 
left his mind's eye, sleeping nor waking. He always 
thought he saw them lying on the green sloping brae, 
with their pale visages, blue open lips, clasped hands, and 
dim steadfast eyes still fixed on the heavens. He had 
heard Clavers and his officers called heroes : he wished 
those who believed so had been there that day, to have 
judged who were the greatest heroes. 

'* There ! let them take that !*' said Captain Bruce, as 
he mounted his horse. 

** Poor misled unfortunate beings !" said Copland, and 
mounted his. 

'* Huh 1 Cot t — ^n !** said Roy Macpherson, in a voice 
that seemed to struggle for an outlet ; and Walter, to his 
astonishment, saw a tear glistening on his rough weather- 
beaten cheek, as he turned to ride away ! 
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The pursuit continued unabated for the whole of that 
day.. There was a great deal of firing, but the hills of 
Pohnoody were inaccessible to cavalry. There was no 
more blood shed. They lodged that night at a place 
called Keppelgill, where they put every thing in requisi> 
tion about the house, and killed some of the cattle. Cla- 
vers was in extremely bad humour, and Walter had no 
doubt that he once intended to have sacrificed him that 
night, but seemed to change his mind, after having again 
examined him. He was very stern, and threatened him 
with the torture, swearing that he knew him to be the 
supporter of that nest of miscreants that harboured 
around him, and that though he should keep him prisoner 
for a dozen years, he would have it proven on him. 
Walter made oath that there had never one of them 
been within his door, consistent with his knowledge; 
that he had never been at a conventicle ; and proffered to 
take the test, and oath of abjuration, if allowed to do so. 
All this would not satisfy Clavers. Walter said he won- 
dered at his discernment, for, without the least evil or 
disloyal intent, he found he had -rendered himself liable 
to punishment, but how he could be aware of that he 
knew not. 

That night Walter was confined in a cowhouse, under 
the same guard that had conducted him from Chapelhope. 
The soldiers put his arms round one of the stakes for the 
cattle, and then screwed on the thumbikins, so that he 
was fastened to the stake without being much incom- 
moded. When Macpherson came in at a late hour, (for 
he was obliged likewise to take up his abode in the cow- 
house over night), the first word he said was, — 

** She no pe liking to see an honest shentleman tied 
up to a stake, as she were peing a pooUock." 

He then began to lecture Walter on the magnitude of 
folly it would be in him to run away, *' when he took it 
into consideration that he had a ponny fhamily, and 
sheeps, and horses, and bheasts, that would all pe maide 
acchountable." 

Walter acknowledged the force of his reasoning ; said 
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it was sterling common sense, and that nothing wouli 
induce him to try such a dangerous experiment as attempt- 
ing to make his escape. Macpherson then loosed him 
altogether, and conversed with him until he fdl asleep. 
Walter asked him, what he thought of his case with the 
general? Macpherson shook his head. Walter said 
there was not the shadow of a proof against him I "No?* 
said Macpherson ; " but there surely is I There is very 
much deal of proof. Was not there my countrymen 
and scholdiers murdered on your grhounds ? Was not 
there mhore scoans, and prochin, and muttons in your 
house, than would have peen eaten in a mhonth by the 
fhamily that pelongs to yourself. By the pode more of 
the ould deol, but there is more proof than would hang 
twenty poor peoples.** 

" That's but sma* comfort, man ! But what think ye 
I should do r 

" How can I know ! — Who is it that is your Chief?" 

" Chief !— What's that ?'* 

** Tat is te head of te clan — Te pig man of your name 
and fhamily.'* 

'* In troth, man, an* there isna ane o* my name aboon 
mysel." 

** Fwat? Cot's everlasting plissing ! are you te chief 
of te clan, M*Leadle ? Then, sir, you are a shentleman 
indeed. Though your clan should pe never so poor, 
you are a shentleman ; and you must pe giving me your 
hand; and you need not think any shame to pe giving 
me your hand ; for hersel pe a shentleman pred and pom, 
and furst coosin to Cluny Macpherson*s sister-in-law. 
Who te deol dha more she pe this clan, M*Leadle ? She 
must be of Macleane. She once pe prhother to ourselves, 
but fell into great dishunity by the preaking off of Flnlay 
Gorm More Machalabin Macleane of Danterach and Ard- 
namurchan.** 

Walter having thus set Daniel Roy Macpherson on 
the top of his hobby-horse by chance, there was no end 
of the matter ! He went on with genealogies of uncouth 
names, and spoke of some old freebooters as the greatest 
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of an kings. Walter had no means of stopping him, but 
by pretending to &n asleep, and when Macpherson ween- 
ed that no one was listening farther to him, he gave up 
the theme, turned himself over, and uttered some fervent 
sentences in Gaelic, with heavy moans between. 

" What's that you are sa3ring now," said Walter, pre- 
tending to rouse himself up. 

" Pe sad works this," said he. " Huh ! Cot m hea- 
ven aye I Hersel would be fighting te Campbells, sword 
m hand, for every inch of the Moor of Rhanoch ; but 
she does not like to pe pluffing and shooting through te 
podies of te poor helpless insignificant crheatures. T — ^n*d 
foolish ignorant people I Cot t — ^n, if she pe having the 
good sense and prhudence of a bheast.'* 

Walter commended his feeling, and again asked his 
advice with r^ard to his own conduct. 

** Who is te great man tat is te Isdrd to yourself ?** asked 
he. 

" Mr Hay of Drummelzier,'* was answered. 

** Then lose not a mhoment in getting his very good 
report or security. All goes by that. It will do more 
ghood than any stock of innocence ; and you had need 
to look very sharp, else he may soon cut you short. It's 
a very good and a very kind man, but she pe caring no 
more for the lives of peoples, tan I would do for as many 
ptarmigans." 

Walter pondered on this hint throughout the night ; 
and the more he did so the more he was convinced, that, 
as the afi&irs of the country were then conducted, Mac- 
pherson's advice was of the first utility. He sent for 
one of the shepherds of Keppelgill next morning, charged 
him with an express to his family, and unable to do any 
thing further for himself, submitted patiently to his fate. 

Clavers having been informed that night that some 
great conventicles had been held to the southward, he 
arose early, crossed the mountains by the Pennera Corse, 
and entered that district of the south called Eskdale. He 
had run short of ammunition by the way, and knowing 
of no other supply, dispatched Bruce with 20 men by 
1. n 
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him than the miserable sufferers. When the two ml- 
nutes were expired, Clavers, who held his watch all the 
time, made a sign to the dragoons who were drawn up, 
without giving any intimation to the sufferers, which, per- 
haps, was merciful, and in a moment all the four were 
launched into eternity. 

The soldiers, for what reason Walter never under- 
stood, stretched the bodies all in a straight line on the 
brae, with their faces upwards, and about a 3rard distant 
from one another, and then rode off as fast as they could to 
get another hunt, as they called it. These four men were 
afterwards carried away by the fugitives, and some coun- 
try people, and decently interred in Ettrick churchyard. 
Their graves are all in a row a few paces from the south- 
west corner of the present church. The goodman of 
Chapelhope, some years thereafter, erected a head-stone 
over the grave of the unfortunate sufferer whose arm he 
had broken, which, with its rude sculpture, is to be seen 
to this day. His name was Walter Biggar. A small 
heap of stones is raised on the place where they were shot. 

The last look which Walter took of the four corpses, 
as they lay stretched on the brae, with the blood stream- 
ing from them, had nearly turned his brain. His heart 
sunk within him. For years and days the scene never 
left his mind's eye, sleeping nor waking. He always 
thought he saw them lying on the green sloping brae, 
with their pale visages, blue open lips, clasped hands, and 
dim steadfast eyes still fixed on the heavens. He had 
heard Clavers and his officers called heroes : he wished 
those who believed so had been there that day, to have 
judged who were the greatest heroes. 

" There ! let them take that !" said Captain Bruce, as 
he mounted his horse. 

'* Poor misled unfortunate beings !" said Copland, and 
mounted his. 

*' Huh I Cot t — ^n !** said Roy Macpherson, in a voice 
that seemed to struggle for an outlet ; and Walter, to his 
astonishment, saw a tear glistening on his rough weather- 
beaten cheek, as he turned to ride away ! 
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The pursuit continued unabated for the whole of that 
day.. There was a great deal of firing, but the hills of 
Pc^oody were inaccessible to cavalry. There was no 
more blood shed. They lodged that night at a place 
called Keppelgill, where they put every thing in requisi- 
tion about the house, and killed some of the cattle. Cla- 
vers was in extremely bad humour, and Walter had no 
doubt that he once intended to have sacrificed him that 
nighty but seemed to change his mind, after having again 
examined him. He was very stern, and threatened him 
with the torture, swearing that he knew him to be the 
supporter of that nest of miscreants that harboured 
around him, and that though he should keep him prisoner 
for a dozen years, he would have it proven on him. 
Walter made oath that there had never one of them 
been within his door, consistent with his knowledge; 
that he had never been at a conventicle ; and proffered to 
take the test, and oath of abjuration, if allowed to do so. 
All this would not satisfy Clavers. Walter said he won- 
dered at his discernment, for, without the least evil or 
disloyal intent, he found he had -rendered himself liable 
to punishment, but how he could be aware of that he 
knew not. 

That night Walter was confined in a cowhouse, under 
the same guard that had conducted him from Chapelhope. 
The soldiers put his arms round one of the stakes for the 
cattle, and then screwed on the thumbikins, so that he 
was fastened to the stake without being much incom- 
moded. When Macpherson came in at a late hour, (for 
he was obliged likewise to take up his abode in the cow- 
house over night), the first word he said was, — 

*' She no pe liking to see an honest shentleman tied 
up to a stake, as she were peing a pooUock." 

He then began to lecture Walter on the magnitude of 
folly it would be in him to run away, *' when he took it 
into consideration that he had a penny fhamily, and 
sheeps, and horses, and bheasts, that would all pe maide 
acchountable." 

Walter acknowledged the force of his reasonuig ; said 
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it was sterling common sense, and that nothing wouU 
induce him to try such a dangerous experiment as attempt- 
ing to make his escape. Macpherson then looked Idm 
altogether, and conversed with him until he fell asleep. 
Walter asked him, what he thought of his case with the 
general? Macpherson shook his head. Walter said 
there was not the shadow of a proof agednst him I '* No?* 
said Macpherson ; " but there surely is I There is very 
much deal of proof. Was not there my countrymen 
and scholdiers murdered on your grhounds? Was not 
there mhore scoans, and prochin, and muttons in yonr 
house, than would have peen eaten in a mhonth by the 
fhamily that pelongs to yourself. By the pode more of 
the ould deol, but there is more proof than would hang 
twenty poor peoples.** 

" That's but sma' comfort, man I But what think ye 
I should do r 

" How can I know ! — Who is it that is your Chief?" 

" Chief !— What's that ?" 

" Tat is te head of te clan — Te pig man of your name 
and fhamily." 

<' In troth, man, an' there isna ane o' my name aboon 
mysel.*' 

" Fwat ? Cot's everlasting plissing ! are you te cMef 
of te clan, M'Leadle ? Then, sir, you are a shentleman 
indeed. Though your clan should pe never so poor, 
you are a shentleman ; and you must pe giving me your 
hand; and you need not think any shame to pe giving 
me your hand ; for hersel pe a shentleman pred and pom, 
and furst coosin to Cluny Macpherson's sister-in-law. 
Who te deol dha more she pe this clan, M*Leadle ? She 
must be of Macleane. She once pe prhother to ourselves, 
but fell into great dishunity by the preaking off of Flnlay 
Gorm More Machalabin Macleane of Danterach and Ard- 
namurchan." 

Walter having thus set Daniel Roy Macpherson on 
the top of his hobby-horse by chance, there was no end 
of the matter ! He went on with genealogies of uncootii 
names, and spoke of some old freebooters as the greatest 
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of an kings. Walter had no means of stopping him. but 
by pretending to &II asleep, and when Macpherson ween- 
ed that no one was listening &rther to him, he gave up 
the theme, turned himself over, and uttered some fervent 
sentences in Gaelic, with heavy moans between. 

** What's that you are saying now," said Walter, pre- 
tending to rouse himself up. 

•* Pe sad works this," said he. ** Huh ! Cot in hea- 
ven aye I Hersel would be fighting te Campbells, sword 
m hand, for every inch of the Moor of Rhanoch ; but 
she does not like to pe pluffing and shooting through te 
podies of te poor helpless insignificant crheatures. T — ^n'd 
fisolish Ignorant people I Cot t — ^n, if she pe having the 
good sense and prhudence of a bheast.'* 

Walter commended his feeling, and again asked his 
advice with r^ard to his own conduct. 

" Who is te great man tat is te laird to yourself T asked 
he. 

** Mr Hay of Drummelzier,** was answered. 

** Then lose not a mhoment in getting his very good 
report or security. All goes by that. It will do more 
gfaood than any stock of innocence ; and you had need 
to look very sharp, else he may soon cut you short. It's 
a very good and a very kind man, but she pe caring no 
more for the lives of peoples, tan I would do for as many 
ptannigans.** 

Walter pondered on this hint throughout the night ; 
and the more he did so the more he was convinced, that, 
as the af^drs of the country were then conducted, Mac- 
pherson's advice was of the first utility. He sent for 
one of the shepherds of Keppelgill next morning, charged 
him with an express to his family, and unable to do any 
thing further for himself, submitted patiently to his fate. 

Clavers having been informed that night that some 
great conventicles had been held to the southward, he 
arose early, crossed the mountains by the Pennera Corse, 
and entered that district of the south called Eskdale. He 
had run short of ammunition by the way, and knowing 
of no other supply, dispatched Bruce with 20 men by 
1. n 
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the way of Ettrick, to plunder the aisle where the ancient 
and noble family of the Scotts of Thirlstane were en- 
shrined in massy leaden chests. From these he cut the 
lids, and otherwise damaged them, scattering the bones 
about in the aisle ; but the Scotts of Daventon shortly after 
gathered up the relics of their ancestors, which they again 
deposited in the chests, — closed them up with wooden 
lids, and buried them deep under the aisle floor, that 
they might no more be discomposed by the hand of wan- 
ton depravity. 

At a place called the Steps of Glenderg, Clavers met 
with Sir James Johnston of Westeraw, with fifty armed 
men, who gave him an exaggerated account of the dis- 
trict of Eskdale, telling him of such and such field-meet- 
ings, and what inflammatory discourses had there been 
delivered, insinuating all the while that the whole dale 
ought to be made an example of. Clavers rejoiced in 
his heart at this, for the works of devastation and de- 
struction were beginning to wear short. The Covenan- 
ters were now so sorely reduced, that scarcely durst one 
show his face, unless it were to the moon and stars of 
heaven. A striking instance of this I may here relate 
by the way, as it happened on the very day to which my 
tale has conducted me. 

A poor wanderer, named, I think, Matthew Douglas, 
had skulked about these mountains, chiefly in a wild 
glen, called the Caldron, ever since the battle of Both- 
well-bridge. He had made several narrow, and, as he 
thought, most providential escapes, but was at length 
quite overcome by famine, cold, and watching ; and find- 
ing his end approaching, he crept by night into a poor 
widow's house at Rennelburn, whose name, if my infor- 
mer is not mistaken, was Ann Hyslop. Ann was not a 
Cameronian, but being of a gentle and humane disposi- 
tion, she received the dying man kindly^ — watched, and 
even wept over him, adminbtering to aU his wants. But 
the vital springs of life were exhausted and dried up : He 
died on the second day after his arrival, and was burietl 
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with gnat pniuj, by night, in the churchyard at 
Wcftadkhrk* 

Sir James Johnston had been a zealous Covenanter, 
and at flist refused the test with great indignation ; but 
aeemg the dangerous ground on which he stood, and that 
Ub hand was on the lion's mane, he renounced these prin- 
c^^leas and, to render his apostasy effisctive, became for 
« time a moat violent distresser of his former friends. 
He knew at this time that davers was coming round ; 
aad fai order to ingratiate himself with him, he had for 
aerml days been raging up and down the country like a 
mniilg Ikm, as they termed it. It came to his ears what 
Ann Kydop had done ; whereon, pretending great rage^ 
he went with his party to the burial ground, digged the 
body oat of tiie grave, and threw it over the churchyard 
wan for beasts of prey to devour.- Forthwith he proceed- 
ed to Rennettnim — plundered the house of ^Av^n^ Hyslop, 
and then burnt it to ashes ; but herself he oanld not find, 
for she had previously absconded. Proceeding to the 
boundary of the oounty, he met and welcomed Clavers 
to his assistance, breathing nothing but revenge against aU 
non«co nibrmlst s, and those of his own district in particular. 

Clavers knew mankind well. He perceived the moving 
canae of all this, and did not appear so forward and hearty 
hi tlie business as Sir James expected. He resolved to 
ravage Eskdale, but to manage matters so that the whole 
blame ndght faU on Johnston. This he effected so com- 
pletety, that he made that knight to be detested there as 
kmg as he lived, and his memory to be abhorred after Ms 
decease. He found him forward in the cause ; and still 
the more so that he appeared to be, the more shy and 
backward was Clavers, appearing to consent to every thing 
with reluctance. They condemned the stocks of sheep 
on Fingland and the Casways on very shallow grounds. 
Clavers proposed to spare them ; but Sir James swore that 
they should not be spared, that their owners might learn 
the value of conventicles. 

•• Well, well," said Clavers, "since you will have it 
so, let them be driven off." 
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In this manner they proceeded down that unhappy 
dale, and at Craikhaugh, by sheer accident, lighted on 
Andrew Hyslop, son to the widow of Rennelbum above- 
mentioned. Johnston i^prehended him, cursed, threat- 
ened, and gnashed his teeth at him with perfect rage. 
He was a beautiful youth, only nineteen years of age. 
On his examination, it ai^[>eared that he had not been at 
home, nor had any hand in sheltering the deceased ; but 
he knew, he said, that his mother had done so, and in 
doing it, had done well ; and he was satisfied that act of 
her*s would be i^proven of in the eye of the Almighty. 

Clavers asked, " Have you ever attended the field cask" 
venticles ?'* 

" No/* 

" Have you ever preached yourself?** 

" No." 
. "Do you think that you could preach ?" 

" I am sure I could not.'* 

" I'll be bound but you can pray then," said he. 

He then proffered him his liberty if he would confess 
that his mother had done wrong, but this he would in no 
wise do ; for, he said, it would be a sinful and shamefnl 
lie, he being convinced that his mother had done what 
was her duty, and the duty of every Christian to do 
towards his fellow creatures. 

Johnston swore he should be shot. Clavers hesitated, 
and made some objections ; but the other persisting, as 
Clavers knew he would, the latter consented, as formerly^ 
saying, ** Well, well, since you will have it so, let it be 
done-— his blood be on your head, I am free of it. — Dmiel 
Roy Macpherson, draw up your file, and put the sentence 
in execution." 

Hyslop kneeled down. They bade him put on hit 
bonnet, and draw it over his eyes ; but this he calmlj 
refused, saying, " He had done nothing of which he was 
ashamed, and could look on his murderers and to Heayen 
without dismay." 

When Macpherson heard this, and looked at him at 
he kneeled on the ground with his hands pinioned, hit 
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tmiiad tdiwazd the sky, and his long 
Mr.-ife^i^elir kill|^ im^ng backward, his heart melted 
wMibhfan, ud the great tears had for some time been 
hoppiDg down bis cheeks. When davers gave the word 
of command to shoot the yonth, liiaq>herson drew nphis 
men in a moment— ^wheeled them off at the side — pre- 
senled arms-^and then answered the order of the general 
as foOowt, in a ?dce that was qotte choked one whQe, 
and came forth hi great Tdleys at another-^" Now, Ck>t 
t— -n sb— sh — shell rather pe fighting Ckvers and all 
her dragboons, pe — ^pe — ^pefore she'll pe killing tat dear 
goodlbad." 

CS^itaud Bmce burst but into a horse-laugh, leapmg 
and clapping his bands on hearing such a singular reply ; 
eren Oavers had much ado to suppress a smile, which, 
however, he effected by uttering a horrible curse. 

** I had forgot. Sir James," said he ; '* Macpherson is 
as fafave a man as ever strode on a field of battie ; but 
in domestic concerns, he has the heart of a chicken." 

He then ordered four of his own guards to shoot him, 
which they- executed in a moment. Some of his acquain- 
tanoea bdbig present, they requested permission of Cla- 
vers to bury him, which he readily granted, and he was 
i ot sfiad on the very spot where he felL A grave-stone 
wia afterwards erected over him, which is still to be seen 
as CMkhaogh, near the side of the road, a littie to the 
Borth of the Church of Eskdale-muir. 
• €9aTO8 and his prisoner lodged at Westeraw that night. 
JikMlon' wanted to have him shot ; but to this Qavers 
o i ^ ) e e ted, though rather in a jocular manner. 
•■ Walter said, he was sure if Sir James had repeated his 
request another time, that Clavers' answer would have 
been, ** Well, well, since you will have it so," &c. ; but, 
fortunately for Walter, he desisted just in time. 

These two redoubted champions continued their pro- 
gress aU next day ; and on the third, at evening, Clavers 
crossed Dryfe, with nine thousand sheep, three hundred 
goats, and about as many cattle and horses, in his train, 
taken from the people of Eskdale alone. He took care 

H 2 



82 THE BROWNIE 

him than the miserable sufferers. When the two ml- 
nutes were expired, Clavers, who held his watch all the 
time, made a sign to the dragoons who were drawn up, 
without giving any intimation to the sufferers, which, per- 
haps, was merciful, and in a moment all the four were 
launched into eternity. 

The soldiers, for what reason Walter never under- 
stood, stretched the bodies all in a straight line on the 
brae, with their faces upwards, and about a yard distant 
from one another, and then rode off as fast as they could to ■ 
get another hunt, as they called it. These four men were 
afterwards carried away by the fugitives, and some coun- 
try people, and decently interred in Ettrick churchyard. 
Their graves are all in a row a few paces from the south- 
west corner of the present church. The goodman of 
Chapelhope, some years thereafter, erected a head-stone 
over the grave of the unfortunate sufferer whose arm he 
had broken, which, with its rude sculpture, is to be seen 
to this day. His name was Walter Biggar. A small 
heap of stones is raised on the place where they were shot. 

The last look which Walter took of the four corpses, 
as they lay stretched on the brae, with the blood stream- 
ing from them, had nearly turned his brain. His heart 
sunk within him. For years and days the scene never 
left his mind's eye, sleeping nor waking. He alwaya 
thought he saw them lying on the green sloping brae, 
with their pale visages, blue open lips, clasped hands, and 
dim steadfast eyes still fixed on the heavens. He had 
heard Clavers and his officers called heroes : he wished 
those who believed so had been there that day, to have 
judged who were the greatest heroes. 

" There ! let them take that !" said Captun Bruce, as 
he mounted his horse. 

'* Poor misled unfortunate beings !" said Copland, and 
mounted his. 

" Huh I Cot t — ^n !" said Roy Macpherson, in a voice 
that seemed to struggle for an outlet ; and Walter, to his 
astonishment, saw a tear glistening on his rough weather- 
beaten cheek, as he turned to ride away ! 



OF BODSBECK. 83 

The pursuit continued unabated for the whole of that 
day.. There was a great deal of firing, but the hills of 
Pc^oody were inaccessible to cavalry. There was no 
more blood shed. They lodged that night at a place 
called Keppelgill, where they put every thing in requisi- 
tion about the house, and killed some of the cattle. Cla- 
vers was in extremely bad humour, and Walter had no 
doubt that he once intended to have sacrificed him that 
nighty but seemed to change his mind, after having again 
eiamined him. He was very stern, and threatened him 
with the torture, swearing that he knew him to be the 
supporter of that nest of miscreants that harboured 
arooud him, and that though he should keep him prisoner 
for a dozen years, he would have it proven on him. 
Walter made oath that there had never one of them 
been within his door, consistent with his knowledge; 
that he had never been at a conventicle ; and profiered to 
take the test, and oath of abjuration, if allowed to do so. 
All this would not satisfy Ckvers. Walter said he won- 
dered at his discernment, for, without the least evil or 
disloyal intent, he found he had -rendered himself liable 
to punishment, but how he could be aware of that he 
knew not. 

That night Walter was confined in a cowhouse, under 
the same guard that had conducted him from Chapelhope. 
The soldiers put his arms round one of the stakes for the 
cattle, and then screwed on the thumbikins, so that he 
was fiEistened to the stake without being much incom- 
moded. When Macpherson came in at a late hour, (for 
he was obliged likewise to take up his abode in the cow- 
house over night), the first word he said was, — 

** She no pe liking to see an honest shentleman tied 
up to a stake, as she were peing a pooUock." 

He then began to lecture Walter on the magnitude of 
folly it would be in him to run away, ** when he took it 
into consideration that he had a penny fhamily, and 
feheeps, and horses, and bheasts, that would all pe maide 
acchountable." 

Walter acknowledged the force of his reasoning ; said 
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it was sterling common sense, and that nothing wouU 
induce him to try such a dangerous experiment as attempt- 
ing to make his escape. Macpherson then looked him 
altogether, and conversed with him undl he fdl asleep* 
Walter asked him, what he thought of his case with the 
general? Macpherson shook his head. Walter said 
there was not the shadow of a proof against him I '* No?* 
sadd Macpherson ; " but there surely is I There is very 
much deal of proof. Was not there my countrymen 
and scholdiers murdered on your grhounds? Was not 
there mhore scoans, and prochin, and muttons in your 
house, than would have peen eaten in a mhonth by the 
fhamily that pelongs to yourself. By the pode more of 
the ould deol, but there is more proof than would hang 
twenty poor peoples.** 

'* That's but sma* comfort, man I But what think ye 
I should do r 

" How can I know ! — Who is it that is your Chief?" 

"Chief!— What's that r 

" Tat is te head of te clan — Te pig man of your name 
and fhamily." 

" In troth, man, an' there isna ane o' my name aboon 
mysel.*' 

" Fwat ? Cot's everlasting plissing ! are you te chief 
of te clan, M'Leadle? Then, sir, you are a shentleman 
indeed. Though your clan should pe never so poor, 
you are a shentleman ; and you must pe giving me your 
hand; and you need not think any slumae to pe giving 
me your hand ; for hersel pe a shentleman pred and pom, 
and furst coosin to Cluny Macpherson's sister-in-law. 
Who te deol dha more she pe this clan, M'Leadle ? She 
must be of Macleane. She once pe prhother to ourselves, 
but fell into great dishunity by the preaking off of Flnky 
Gorm More Machalabui Macleane of Danterach and Ard- 
namurchan." 

Walter having thus set Daniel Roy Macpherson on 
the top of his hobby-horse by chance, there was no cod 
of the matter ! He went on with genealogies of uncoath 
names, and fqpoke of some old freebooters as the greatesi 
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of an kings. Walter had no means of stopping him, but 
by pretending to &II asleep, and when Macpherson ween- 
ed that no one was listening farther to him, he gave np 
the theme, turned himself over, and uttered some fervent 
sentences in Gaelic, with heavy moans between. 

" What's that you are saying now," said Walter, pre- 
tending to rouse himself up. 

" Pe sad works this," said he. " Huh I Cot m hea- 
ven aye I Hersel would be fighting te Campbells, sword 
in hand, for every inch of the Moor of Rhanoch ; but 
she does not like to pe pluffing and shooting through te 
podies of te poor helpless insignificant crheatures. T — ^n*d 
fisolish ignorant people I Cot t — ^n, if she pe having the 
good sense and prhudence of a bheast.'' 

Walter commended his feeling, and again asked his 
advice with r^ard to his own conduct. 

** Who is te great man tat is te laird to yourself T* asked 
he. 

** Mr Hay of Drummelzier," was answered, 

** Then lose not a mhoment in getting his very good 
report or security. All goes by that. It will do more 
gfaood than any stock of innocence ; and you had need 
to look very sharp, else he may soon cut you short. It's 
a very good and a very kind man, but she pe caring no 
more for the lives of peoples, tan I would do for as many 
ptarmigans.'* 

Walter pondered on this hint throughout the night ; 
and the more he did so the more he was convinced, that, 
as the af^drs of the country were then conducted, Mac- 
pherson's advice was of the first utility. He sent for 
one of the shepherds of Keppelgill next morning, charged 
him with an express to his family, and unable to do any 
thing further for himself, submitted patiently to his fate. 

Qavers having been informed that night that some 
great conventicles had been held to the southward, he 
arose early, crossed the mountains by the Pennera Corse, 
and entered that district of the south called Eskdale. He 
had run short of ammunition by the way, and knowing 
of no other supply, dispatched Bruce with 20 men by 
1. li 
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reminded her of her promise, and claimed its fulfilment. 
She deigned no reply to his threats or promises, but 
kept her eye steadfastly fixed on another part of the room. 
He bade her remember that he was not to be mocked, 
and in spite of her exertions, he lifted her up in his 
arms, and carried her across the room towards the bed. 
She uttered a loud scream, and in a moment the outer- 
door that entered from the bank was opened, and a be- 
ing of such unearthly dimensions entered, as no pen may 
ever wholly define. It was the Brownie of Bodsbeck, 
sometimes mentioned before, small of stature, and its 
whole form utterly mis-shaped. Its beard was long and 
grey, while its look, and every lineament of its feuse, were 
indicative of agony — ^its locks were thin, dishevelled, and 
white, and its back hunched up behind its head. There 
seemed to be more of the same species of hagard beii^ 
lingering behind at the door, but this alone advanced 
with a slow majestic pace. Mass John uttered two in- 
voluntary cries, somewhat resembling the shrill bellow- 
ings of an angry bull, mixed with inarticulate mumblings, 
— sunk powerless on the floor, and, with a deep shiver- 
ing groan, fainted away. Katharine, stretching forth 
her hands, flew to meet her unearthly guardian;-— 
** Welcome, my watchful arid redoubted Brownie," said 
she ; ** thou art well worthy to be the familiar to an 
empress, rather than an insignificant country maiden." 

** Brownie's here, Brownie's there. 
Brownie's wiUi thee every where,** 

siud the dwarfish spirit, and led her off in triumph. 

Having bethought herself after she went out, she re- 
turned lightly, took the keys from the pocket of the for- 
lorn priest, extinguished the lamp, and again disappeared, 
locking the door on the outside. 

Mass John's trance threw him into a heavy and per- 
turbed slumber, which overpowered him for a long space ; 
and even after he awaked, it was long before he could 
fathom the circumstances of his case, for he imagined he 
bad only been in a frightful and oppressive dream ; tilU 
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beginning to grope about, he discovered that he was ly- 
ing on the damp floor with his clothes on ; and at length, 
without opening his eyes, he recovered by degrees his 
reasoning faculties, and was able to retrace the circum- 
stances that led to his present situation. He arose in 
great dismay — ^the daylight had begun to shine into the 
room, and finding that both doors were locked, he deem- 
ed it unadvisable to make any noise, and threw himself 
upon the bed. The retrospect of his adventure was 
fraught with shame and astonishment. He had acted a 
considerable part in it, but he had dreamed of a great 
deal more, and with all his ingenuity he could not sepa- 
rate in his mind the real incidents from those that were 
Imaginary. He arose with the sun, and rapped gently 
at the inner-door, which, to his still farther astonishment, 
was opened by Katharine, in her usual neat and cleanly 
morning dress. He stared in her face, to mark if he 
could read any meaning in it : he could distinguish none 
that spoke a language to him either good or bad; it was 
a fiice of calm decent serenity, and wore no shade of 
either shame nor anger — ^somewhat paler than it was the 
evening before, but still as lovely as ever. The curate 
seemed gasping for breath, but not having courage to 
address her, he walked forth to the open air. 

It was a beautiful morning in September ; the ground 
was covered with a slight hoar frost, and a cloud of light 
haze (or, as the country people call it, the blue ouder,) 
slept upon the long vaUey of water, and reached nearly 
midway up the hills. The morning sun shone full upon 
it, making it appear like an ocean of silvery down. It 
vanished by imperceptible degrees into the clear blue 
firmament, and was succeeded by a warm sun and a 
southerly breeze. It was such a morning as could not 
fail to cheer and re-animate every heart and frame, not 
wholly overcome by guilt and disease — Clerk's were 
neither — he was depraved of heart, but insensible to the 
evil of such a disposition ; he had, moreover, been a 
hanger-on from his youth upward, and had an effrontery 
not to be outfaced. Of course, by the time he had 
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finished'a three-hours' walk, he felt himself so much re- 
freshed and mvigorated m mind, that he resolved not to 
expose himself to the goodwife, who was his principal 
stay and support among his straggled and dissatisfied 
flock, by a confession of the dreadful fright he had got- 
ten, but to weather out the storm with as lofty and saint- 
ly a deportment as he could. 

He had not well gone out when the lad of Reppl^ili 
arrived, and delivered to Katharine her father's letter. 
She saw the propriety of the injunction which . it bore, 
and that an immediate application to their laird, Dmmel- 
zier, who was then high in trust and favour with the par- 
ty in power, was the likeliest of all ways to procure her 
father^s relief, neither durst she trust the mission to any 
but herself. But ah ! there was a concealed weight that 
pressed upon her spirit — a secret circumstance that com- 
pelled her to stay at home, and which could not be revealed 
to mortal ear. Her father's fate was at present uncer^iin 
and ticklish, but that secret once revealed, tortures, death, 
and ruin were inevitable— the doom of the whole fiunHy 
was sealed. She knew not what to do, for she had none 
to advise with. There was but one on earth to whom 
this secret could be imparted ; indeed there was but one 
in whose power it was to execute the trust which the 
curcumstances of the case required, and that was old Nanny, 
who was crazed, fearless, and altogether inscrutable. 
Another trial, however, of her religious principles, and 
adherence to the established rules of church government 
in the country, was absolutely necessary ; and to that 
trial our young and mysterious heroine went with all 
possible haste, as well as precaution. 

Whosoever readeth this must paint to themselves old 
Nanny, and they must paint her aright, with her thin fiui- 
tastic form and antiquated dress, bustling up and down 
the house. Her fine stock of bannocks had been all ex- 
hausted — the troopers and their horses had left nothing 
in her master's house that could either be eaten or con- 
veniently carried away. She had been early astir, as 
well as her sedate and thoughtful young dame, had been 



OF BODSBECK. 97 

busy alt the morning, and the whole time her tongue never 
at rest. She had been singing one while, speaking to 
herself another, and every now and then intermixing bit- 
ter reflections on Clavers and his troops. 

" Wae be to them for a pack o* greedy gallayniels-^* 
they haena the mence of a miller's yaud ; for though 
she'll stap her nose into every body's pock, yet when 
she's fou she'll carry naething wi' her. Heichow ! wae's 
me, that I sude hae lived to see the day I That ever I 
sude hae lived to see the colehood take the laverock's place ; 
and the stanchel and the merlin chatterin' frae the cushat's 
nest ! Ah ! wae's me I will the sweet voice o' the turtle- 
doo be nae mair heard in our land ! There was a time 
when I sat on the bonny green brae an' listened to it till 
the tears dreepit frae my een, an* a' the hairs o' my head 
stood on end ! — The hairs o' my head ? — Ay, that's nae 
lie ! They're grey now, an' will soon be snaw-white if 
heart's care can alter them ; but they will never be sae 
white as his war. I saw the siller-grey lock o' age, an' 
the manly curls o' youth wavin' at my side that day ! — 
Bat where are they now ? A' mouled ! a' mouled ! — 
But the druckit blood winna let them rot ! I'll see them 
rise fresh an* bonny I Til look round to my right hand 
and ane will say, * Mother I my dear mother, are you here 
with us ? I'll turn to my left hand, another will say, * Nan- 
ny ! my dear and fdthful wife, are you too here with us ?* 
— ni say, • Ay, John, I'm here ; I was yours in life ; I 
have been yours in death ; an* I'll be yours in life again.' 
— Dear bairn, dear bairn, are you there," continued she, 
observing Katharine standing close behind her ; " what 
was I saying, or where was I at ? I little wat outher what 
1 was saying or doing. — Hout ay ; I was gaun ower some 
auld things, but they're a' like a dream, an' when I get 
ainang them I'm hardly mysel. Dear bairn, ye maunna 
mind an auld crazy body's reveries." 

There was some need for this apology, if Nanny's frame, 
air, and attitude, are taken into account. She was stand- 
ing with her back to the light, mixing meal with water, 
whereof to make bread — hor mutch, or nujht-bussing, as 
I. 1 
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she called it, was tied close down over Uer cheeks and 
brow as usual ; her grey locks hanging dishevelled from 
under it ; and as she uttered the last sentence, immediate- 
ly before noticing her young mistress, her thin mealy hands 
were stretched upwards, her head and body bent back, 
and her voice like one in a paroxysm. Katharine quaked, 
although well accustomed to scenes of no ordinary nature. 

" Nanny," ssld she, *' there is something that preys 
upon your spirit — some great calamity that recurs to your 
memory, and goes near to unhinge your tranquillity of 
mind, if not your reason. Will you inform me of it, 
good Nanny, that I may talk and sympathize with you 
over it ?" 

" Dear bairn, nae loss ava^A* profit ! a' profit i* the 
main I I haena biggit a bield o* the windlestrae, nor lip- 
pened my weight to a broken reed ! Na, na, dear bairn ; 
nae loss ava.*' 

" But, Nanny, I have overheard you in your most 
secret hours, in your prayers and self-examinations." 

At the mention of this Nanny turned about, and after 
a wild searching stare in her young mistress's face, while 
every nerve of her frame seemed to shrink from the re- 
collection of the disclosures she feared she had made, she 
answered as follows, in a deep and tremulous tone : — 

" That was at ween God and me — There was neither 
language nor sound there for the ear o* flesh ! — It was 
unfair ! — It was unfEur ! — Ye are mistress here, and ye 
keep the keys o' the aumbry, the kitchen, the ha', an* the 
hale house ; but wi* the secret keys o* the heart and con- 
science ye hae naething to do ! — ^the keys o* the sma*est 
portal that leads to heaven or hell are nane o' yours ; 
therefore, what ye hae done was unfsdr. 1£ I chose, sin- 
ful and miserable as I am, to converse with my God about 
the dead as if they war living, an' of the living as if they 
war dead, what's that to you ? Or if I likit to take coun- 
sel of that which exists only in my own mind, is the racUe 
hand o' steelrife power to make a handle o* that to grind 
the very hearts of the just and the good, or turn the poor 
wasted frame o' eild and resignation on the wheel ? — Lack- 
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a^^lay, my dear bairn, I'm lost again I Ye canna an' ye 
mannna forgie me now. Walth's dear, an' life's dearer 
— but sin* it maun be sae, twal o'clock sanna find me a- 
neath your roof — there shall naebody suffer for harbouring 
poor auld Nanny — she has seen better days, an' she hopes 
to see better anes again ; but it's lang sin' the warld's 
weel an* the warld's wae came baith to her alike. I maun 
e'en bid ye fareweel, my bonny bairn, but I maun 
tell ye ere I gae that ye're i' the braid way. Ye hae 
some good things about ye, and O, it is a pity that a dear 
sweet soul should be lost for want o' light to direct I How 
can a dear bairn find the right way wi' its een tied up ? 
But I maun baud my tongue an' leave ye — I wad fain 
greet, but I hae lost the gate o't, for the fountain-head 
has been lang run dry — Weel, weel — ^it's a' ower ! — nae 
mair about it — How's this the auld sang gaes ? 

Wlien the well runs dry then the rain is nigh, 

Tlie heavens o^ earth maun borrow. 
An* the streams that stray thro* the wastes the day, 

May sail aboon the morrow. 

Thm dinna greet, my bonny bird, 

I downa Ude to hear ye ; 
The stcmn may blaw, and the rain may fa', 

Bat nouther sal <!ome near ye. 

There's an eye that sees, there*s an arm uprears, 

There's an ear that hears our mourning, 
Hiere's an edict passM out frae the sky, 

From which there's no returning. 

Then dinna greet for the day that's gane. 

Nor on the iveseut ponder. 
For thou shalt sing on the laverock's wing, 

An' far away beyond her." 

This Nanny sung to an air so soothing, and at the 
same time so melancholy, it was impossible to listen to 
her unaffected, especially as she herself was affected in 
a very peculiar manner — a beam of wild delight glan- 
cing in her eye, but it was like the joy of grief, (if one 
may be allowed the expression,) if not actually the joy 
of madness. Nothing could be more interesting than 
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her character was now to the bewildered' Katharine — it 
arose to her eyes, and grew on her mmd like a raion. 
She had been led previously to regard her as having been 
crazed from her birth, and her songs and chaunts to be 
mere ravings of fancy, strung in rhymes to suit feivourite 
airs, or old scraps of ballads void of meaning, that she 
had learned in her youth. But there was a wUd ele- 
gance at times in her manner of thinking and expres^on— 
a dash of sublimity that was inconsistent with such a^i idea. 
"Is it possible," (thus reasoned the maiden with her- 
self,) " that this demeanour can be the effect of great 
worldly trouble and loss ?— Perhaps she is bereft of all 
those who were near and dear to her in life — is left alone 
as it were in this world, and has lost a relish for all its 
concerns, while her whole hope, heart, and mind, is fix- 
ed on a home above, to which all her thoughts, dreams, 
and even her ravings insensibly turn, and to which the 
very songs and chaunts of her youthful days are model- 
led anew. K such is really her case, how I could sym- 
pathize with her in all her feelmgs I" 

" Nanny," said she, "how wofully you misapprehend 
me ; I came to exchange burdens of heart and conscience 
with you — ^to confide in you, and love you : Why will 
not you do the same with me, and tell me what loss it is 
that you seem to bewail night and day, and what affecting 
theme it is that thus puts you beside yourself? — If I 
judge not far amiss, the knowledge of this is of greater 
import to my peace than aught in the world beside, and 
will lead to a secret from me that deeply concerns us 
both." 

Nanny*s suspicions were aroused, not laid, by this 
speech ; she eyed her young mistress steadfastly for a 
while, smiled, and shook her head. 

" Sae young, sae bonny, and yet sae cunning !** said 
she. " Judas coudna hae sic a face, but he had nouther 
a fairer tongue nor a fauser heart ! — A secret frae you, 
dear bairn I what secret can come frae you, but some bit 
waefu* love story, enough to mak the pinks an* the ewe 
gowans blush to the very Up ? My heart's wae for ye^ 
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■e nay an' a* ways ; bi|t It'ji a part of jwu cone — ^wo- 
nan liiiiied an' woman maun suffiBr — her hale life is but 
a anecceakm o* shame, degzadatkniy and suffering, free 
lier ciadle till her grave." 

Katibarine was dumb for a space, for reasoning with 
Nanny waa out of the question. . 

'* Ton mi^ one day rue this misprision of my motives, 
Nanny,^ rejoined she ; " in the mean time, I am obliged 
to leave home, on. an express that concerns my &ther*s 
fife and fortune ; be careful of my mother until my re- 
tozDy and of everj thing about the house, for the charge 
of an must devolve for a space on you." 

•* That I win, dear baim-4he thing that Nanny has 
atai in hand sanna be neglected, if her twa hands can 
do it» and her anld crazed head comprehend it." 

** Biit» first, teU me, and teU me seriously, Nanny, are 
ytm aobject to any apprdiension or terror on account of 
ipiiita?' 

** Nae'mair feared for them than I am for you, an* no 
half aae mnekle, wf your leave. — Spirits, quoth I ! 

little mkten it to me 
Wber fhey gaag, or wheat tiiey ride i 
Sound tbB hUlods, on the lea, 
Bound the sold borral tree. 
Or booroek by the bom side ; 
Deep witUn the bogle-howe, 
"Wi'Mi balfate in a lowe, 
Wons the waefd* wirrioowe. 

" Ah ! noble Cleland ! it is like his wayward freaks 
an* whimsies I Did ye never hear it, you that speaks 
about spirits as they war your door neighbours ? It^s a 
dever thing ; his sister sung it ; I think, it rins this gate 
-—hum ! but then the dialogue comes in, and it is sae 
kamshachle I canna word it, though I canna say if s mis- 
kared either." 

" Dear Nanny, that is far from my question. You 
•ay you are nothing afraid of spirits ?" 

" All* why should I ? If they be good spirits, they 

i2 
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will do me nae ill ; and if they be evil spirits, they hae 
nae power here. Thinkna ye that He that takes care o' 
me throughout the day, is as able to do it by night ? Na, 
na, dear bairn, I hae contendit wi' the warst o* a' spirits 
face to face, hand to hand, and breast to breast ; ay, an' 
for a* his power, an* a* his might, I dang him ; and pack- 
ed him off baffled and shamed !— Little reason hae I to 
be feared for ony o' his black emissaries." 

" Should one appear to you bodily, would you be 
nothing distracted or frightened?* 

'* In my own strength I could not stand it, but yet I 
would stand it." 

" That gives me joy.— -Then, Nanny, list to me : You 
will assuredly see one in my absence; and you must 
take good heed to my directions, and act precisely as 1 
bid you.** 

Nanny gave up her work, and listened in suspense^ 
" Then it is a* true that the fock says I** said she, with a 
long-drawn sigh. " His presence be about us I** 

" How sensibly you spoke just now I Where is your 
faith fled already ? I tell you there will one appear to 
you every night in my absence, precisely on the first 
crowing of the cock, about an hour after midnight, and 
you must give him every thing that he asks, else 
it may fare the worse with you, and all about the 
house.'* 

Nanny's limbs were unable to support her weight — 
they trembled under her. She sat down on a form, 
leaned her brow upon both hands, and recited the 63d 
Psalm from beginning to end in a fervent tone. 

** I wasna prepared for this,*' said she. *' I fear, 
though my faith may stand it, my wits will not. Dear, 
dear baurn, is there nae way to get aff frae sic a trial !** 

" There is only one, wMch h fraught with danger of 
another sort ; but were I sure that I could trust you 
with it, all might be well, and you would rest free from 
any intercourse with that unearthly visitant, of whom it 
seems you are so much in terror.'* 

** For my own sake ye may trust me there : Ony 
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thing but a bogle face to face at midnight, an* me a' my 
lane. It is right wonderfu', though I ken Fll soon be 
in a warld o' spirits, an' tliat I maun mingle an' mool wi' 
them for ages, how thfe nature witliin me revolts at a* 
communion wi' them here. Dear bairn, gie me your 
other plan, an' trust me for my own sake." 

" It is this — ^but if you adopt it, for your life an* soul 
let no one in this place know of it but yourself :-^It is 
to admit one or two of the fugitive whigs, — ^these people 
that skulk and pray about the mountahis, privUy into the 
house every night, until my return. K you will give 
me any test of your secrecy and truth, I will find ways 
and means of bringing them to you, which will effectual- 
ly bar all intrusion of bogle or Brownie on your quiet ; 
or should any such dare to appear, they will deal with it 
themselves." 

" An* can the presence o* ane o* them do this ?" said 
Nanny, starting up and speaking in a loud eldrich voice. 
" Then Heaven and hell acknowledges it, an' the earth 
maun soon do the same ! I knew it ! — I knew it ! — I 
knew it ! — ha, ha, ha, I knew it ! — Ah ! John, thou art 
safe ! — Ay ! an' mae than thee ; an' there will be mae 
yet ! It is but a day I an' dark an' dismal though it be, the 
change will be the sweeter ! Blessed, blessed be the day ! 
None can say of thee that thou died like a fool, for thy 
hands were not bound, nor thy feet put into fetters." 
Then turning close round to Katharine, with an expres- 
sion of countenance quite indescribable, she added in a 
quick maddened manner, — " Eh ? Thou seekest a test 
of me, dost thou ? Can blood do it ? — Can martyrdom 
do it ? — Can bonds, wounds, tortures, and mockery do it ? 
— Can death itself do it ? All these have / suffered for 
that cause in this same body ; mark that ; for there is 
but one half of my bone and my flesh here. But words 
are nothing to the misbelieving — mere air mouthed into 
a sound. Look at this for a test of my sincerity and 
truth." So saying, she gave her hand a wild brandisli in 
the air, darted it at her throat, and snapping the tie of her 
cap that she had always worn over her face, she snatched 
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it off, and turning her cheek round to her young mistress^ 
added, *' Look there for your test, and if that is not 
enough, I will give you morel" 

Katharine was struck dumb with astonishment and 
horror. She saw that her ears were cut out close to the 
skull, and a C. R. mdented on her cheek with a hot iron, 
as deep as the jaw-bone. She burst out a crying — clasped 
the old enthusiast in her arms — ^kissed the wound and 
steeped it with her tears, and without one further remark, 
led her away to the Old Room, that they might convorse 
without interruption. 

The sequel of this disclosure turned not out as desired ; 
but this we must leave by the way, until we overtake il 
in the regular course of the narrative. 



CHAP. XII. 

As soon as her father's letter was put into her hands, 
Katharine sent off one of her brothers to Muchrah, to 
warn old John and his son to come instantly to Chapelhope. 
They both arrived while she and Nanny were consulting 
in the Old Room. She told them of her father's letter, 
of the jeopardy he was in, and of her intended application 
to Drummelzier without loss of time. " One of you,** 
said she, *' must accompany me ; and I sent for you both, 
to learn which could, with least inconvenience, be wanted 
from your flocks." 

" As for me," ssdd John, "it's out o'the question to 
think about me winning away. The ewes wad gang wT 
the bit hog-fence o' the Quave Brae, stoup and roup. 
What wi' gh£usts, brownies, dead men, an' ae mischief an* 
other, it is maistly gane already ; an* what's to come o* 
the poor bits o' plottin baggits a' winter, is mair nor I can 
tell. They may pike the woo aff ane another for aughl 
that I see." 
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Kathaiiue was grieved to hear this remonstrance, for she 
was desirous of having old John as a,guide and protector, 
who well knew the way, and was besides singular for 
strength and courage, if kept among bemgs of this world. 
She represented to him that the hog-fence of the Quave- 
Bnie, could not possibly be of equal importance with his 
roaster's life, nor yet with the loss of his whole stock, both 
of sheep and cattle, which might be confiscated, if prompt 
measures were not adopted. Nothing, however, could per- 
suade John, that ought could be of ecpial importance to him 
with that which he had the charge of, and on which his 
heart and attention were so much set both by day and 
night. He ssdd he had lost his lugs, and been brunt wi* 
the king's bim, for the hog-fence of the Quave-Brae ; 
and when he coudna get away to the prison at Edinburgh 
for fear o*t, but suffered sae muckle in place o' that, how 
could he win away a* the gate to Dunse Castle ? 

Jasper liked not the journey more than he ; for being 
convinced of Katharine's power over spirits, he was very • 
jealous of her taking undue advantages of him, but he 
was obliged to submit. He refused a horse, saying " it 
would only taigle him, but if she suffered him to gang on 
his feet, if he was hindmost at Dunse, he should gie her 
leave to cut the lugs out o' his head too, and then he 
wad hae the thief s mark on him like his father." 

Away they went ; she riding on a stout shaggy poney, 
and Jasper running before her barefoot, but with his hose 
and shoan bound over his shoulder. He took the straight 
line for Dunse, over hill and dale, as a shepherd always 
does, who hates the wimples^ as he calls them, of a turn- 
pike. He took such a line as an eagle would take, or a 
flock of wild geese journeying from the one side of the 
country to the other, never once reflecting on the incon- 
venience of riding on such a road. Of course, it was im- 
possible his young mistress could keep up with him — in- 
deed she had often enough to do in keeping sight of him. 
They met with some curious adventures by the way, par* 
ticularly one near Thirlestane castle on Leader, with some 
stragglers of a troop of soldiers. But these things we 
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must hurry over as extraneous matter, having nothing 
more to do with them than as connected with the thread 
of our tale. They slept that night at a farm-house in 
Lammennoor, which belonged to Drummelzier, and nexl 
day by noon arrived at Dunse Castle. 

Drummelzier, being one of the Committee of Public 
Safety, was absent from home, to which he did not return 
for several days, to the great perplexity of Katharine, 
who was in the utmost cUstress about her father, as w^ 
as her affairs at home. She was obliged, however, to wait 
with patience, as no one knew in what part of the country 
he was. The housekeeper, who was an Englishwoman, 
was kind to her, and bade her not be afraid, for that their 
master had much more power with the government than 
Claverhouse, the one being a moving spring, and the 
other only a tool. 

Drummelzier was a bold and determined royalist — ^was, 
indeed, in high trust with the privy council, and had it 
in his power to have harassed the country as much^ and 
more, than the greater part of those who did so ; but. for- 
tunately for that south-east division of Scotland, he was 
a gentleman of high honour, benevolence, and suavity of 
manners, and detested any act of injustice or oppression. 
He by these means contributed materially to the keeping 
of a large division of Scotland (though as whiggishly in- 
clined as any part of it, Ayrshire perhaps excepted,) in 
perfect peace. The very first dash that Clavers made 
among the Covenanters, while he was as yet only a ciqp- 
tadn of a company, was into this division of the country 
over which Drummelzier was appointed to keep an eye» 
and it was in consequence of his intrepid and decided be- 
haviour there, that the Duke of York interested himself 
in his behalf, and procured him the command of a troop 
of horse. At a place called Bewly, on the confines oip 
Roxbuighshire, he suiprised a large conventicle about 
eleven o'clock on a Sabbath morning. Having but a small 
band, as soon as he appeared a crowd of the hearers gathered 
round the preacher to defend him, or to further his esci^pe. 
Clavers burst in upon them like a torrent ; killed and 
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wounded upwards of an hundred ; took the preacher pris- 
oner, and all such of the hearers as were the most respec- 
table in appearance. He would have detained many more 
had his force been sujQicient for his designs, for that very 
day, about five o'clock in the afternoon, he surprised an- 
other numerous conventicle, at a place called Helmbum- 
Linn, in Selkirkshire, where he acted over the same scene 
that he had done in the morning. The people, it b true, 
did not get time to rally round their pastor as at the for- 
mer place, for the first intelligence they had of his approach 
was from a volley of musketry among them from the top 
of the linn, which took too sure efiect. 

The congr^ation scattered in a moment; and as 
there were strong fastnesses near at hand, none were taken 
prisoners, save some old men, and a number of ladies ; 
unfortunately all these were ladies of distinction : the 
preacher likewise was taken, who suffered afterwards. 
The soldiers related of this man, that when they came 
upon the crowd, and fired among them, he was in the 
middle of his afternoon prayer, and all the people stand- 
mg uncovered around him ; and that for all the shots, 
and the people flying and falling dead about him, he 
never so much as paused, nor took down his hands, nor 
even opened his eyes, but concluded a sentence in the 
same fervent tone, after they had dragged him from the 
tent. 

At one or other of these unfortunate conventicles, a 
part of all the chief families of the Pringles, such as Tor- 
woodlee, Whitebank, Fairnilie, and others, were taken 
prisoners ; as well as some of the Scotts of Harden, and 
the Douglasses of Cavers and Boonjeddart ; rich prizes 
for Clavers, who bore them all in triumph prisoners to 
Edinburgh. 

Drummelzier put his whole interest to the stretch to 
^ct these leading and respectable families freed from such 
a disagreeable dilemma, and succeeded in getting the 
jireater part of them set at liberty, on giving securities. 
From that time forth, there existed a secret jealousy 
b«*tween him and Clavers ; but ms their jurisdiction l^v 
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on different sides of the country, they had no further in- 
terference with one another. 

When Katharine informed him, that his fiurmer, whom 
he so much esteemed, was taken away a prisoner, and 
by whom, he bit his lip, shook his head, and seemed 
highly incensed. He then questioned her about all the 
charges against him, and the evidence ; requesting her, 
at the same time, to tell him the truth, in all its bearings, 
to the most mmute scruple ; and when he had heard all, 
he said, that his lordship had other motives for this cxg- 
ture besides these. He lost no time in setting about the 
most coercive measures he could think of, to procure his 
liberty. He sent an express to the privy council, and 
wrote to sundry other gentlemen, whom Katharine knew 
nothing of ; but the destination of Walter being utterly 
unknown to either of them, the laird was at a loss how 
to proceed. 

He gave her, moreover, a bond of security, dgned 
with his name, and without a direction, to a great amount, 
for her father's appearance at any court, to answer such 
charges as were brought against him ; and with this she 
was to haste to the place where her father was a pri- 
soner, and present it to the sheriff of the county, or 
chief magistrate of the burgh of such place, unless it was 
at Edinburgh, and in that case she was to take no farthec 
care or concern about him. 

She hasted home with her wild guide, where she ar- 
rived the fourth or fifth day after her departure ; and 
found, to her astonishment, the Chapelhope deserted by 
man, woman, and boy I Not a livuig creature renudned 
about the steading, but her father's dog and some poultry I 
The doors were locked, and the key away ; and, hungry 
and fatigued as she was, she could find no means of ad- 
mittance. At length, on looking about, she perceived 
that the cows were not about the house, nor any where 
in the com, and concluding that some one must be 
herding them, she went up the side of the lake to their 
wonted walk, and found her two brothers attending the 
cattle. 
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They tolid her that the town (so they always denomi- 
nate a &nn-steading in that district,) had been so griev- 
ously haunted in her absence, both by Brownie and a 
ghost, that they were all obliged to leave it ; that their 
mother wa3 gone all thie Way to Gilmanscleuch to her 
brother, to remadn there untU she saw what became of 
her husband ; Mass John was taken away by tiie fairies ; 
and old Nanny was at Riskinhope, where they were also 
residing and sleeping at night; that the keys of the 
house were to be had there, but nothing would induce 
Nanny to come back again to Chapelhope, or at least to 
r^nain another night under its roof. 

One mischief came thus upon poor Kath$udne after 
another ; and she was ullterly unable to account for this 
piece of intelligence, having been satisfied when she went 
away, that she had put every thing in train to secure 
peace and order i^out the house, until her return. She 
rode to lUskinhope for the key, but not one would ac- 
company her home, poor Nanny l)eing lying moaning 
upon a bed. Jasper sat on the side of the hill, at a con- 
venient distance from the house, until her return ; but 
then took her horse from her, and put it away to the rest^ 
refusing to enter the door. Thus was she left in her 
father's house all alone. Nanny came over, and assisted 
her in milking the kine evening and morning ; but Katharine 
remained the rest of the day, and every night, by 
herself, neither did she press any one much to bear her 
company. She had no one to send in search of her father, 
and deliver Drummelzier's bond, at least none that any 
one knew of, yet it was sent, and that speedily, although 
to little purpose ; for though Walter was sent to Dum- 
fries jail, hfi remained there but two nights ; a party of 
prisoners, of ten men and two women, being ordered for 
Edinburgh, under a guard of soldiers, he was mixed in- 
discriminately with the rest, and sent there along with 
them. 

He always said, that though he was disposed to think 
well of Clavers before he saw him, yet he never was so 
blithe in his life as when he got from under his 
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jurisdiction ; for there was an appearance of ferocity and 
wantonness of cruelty in all hb proceedings, during the 
time that he rode in his train a prisoner, that made the 
heart of any man, not brutified by inurement to such 
scenes, revolt at the principles that induced, as well as 
the government that warranted them. He saw him and 
his troopers gather the whole vale of Annandale, as a 
shepherd gathers his sheep in droves, prickmg the in- 
habitants with their swords to urge their speed. When 
he got thus all the people of a parish, or division of a 
parish, driven together, he surrounded them with his 
soldiers, made them kneel by dozens, and take the oath 
of abjuration, as well as one acknowledging James Duke 
of York their rightful lord and sovereign; and lastly, 
made them renounce their right and part in heaven, if 
ever they repented them of that oath. The first man of 
such a group, who refused or objected to compliance 
with this dreadful measure, he took him forthwith behind 
the ranks and shot him, which summary way of proceed- 
ing generally induced all the people to comply. More- 
over, the way in which he threatened and maltreated 
children, and mocked and insulted women, not to men- 
tion more brutal usage of them, proved him at once to be 
destitute of the behaviour and feelings becoming a man, 
far less those of a gentleman. He seemed to regard all 
the commonalty in the south and west of Scotland as 
things to be mocked and insulted at pleasure, as beings 
created only for the sport of him and his soldiers, while 
their mental and bodily agonies were his delight. The 
narrator of this tale confesses that he has taken this ac- 
count of his raid through the vales of Esk and Annan 
solely from tradition, as well as the attack m^de on the 
two conventicles, where the Pringles, &c., were taken 
prisoners ; but these traditions are descended from such 
a source, and by such a Ime, as amounts with him to 
veracity, while other incidents recorded by Wodrow and 
Huie fully corroborate them. 

Far different were Walter's feelings on parting with 
the commander of his guard. Seijeant Daniel Roy Mac- 
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phersoD, a noble block, from the genuine quarry of nature 
^-rude as it was taken thence, without the mark of ham- 
mer or chisel. When he heard that his prisoner was to 
be taken from under his charge, he made up to him when 
out of the eye of his commander, and treated him with 
a'parting speech ; which, on account of its singularity, 
b here preserved, though, doubtless, woefully garbled 
by being handed from one southland generation to 
another. 

" Now he'll pe tahaking you away from mhe pefore as 
it were yesterdhay ; and hell pe putting you into some 
vhile dark hole with all te low tamn fwigs that come from 
te hills of Gallochee and Drummochloonrich, which is a 
shame and a disgrhace to shut up a shentleman who is 
chief of a clan among sucl) poor crhazy maniachs, who 
will pe filling your ears full of their rejoicings in spirit ; 
and of Haiven I and Haiven I just as if they were all go- 
ing to Huven ! Do they suppose that Haiven is to pe 
filled full of such poor insignaificant crheatures as they ? 
But ril pe giving you advice as a friend and prhother ; 
when you come pefore the couhnsel, or any of their com- 
missioners, dp not you pe talking of Haiven, and Haiven, 
and of conscience and covenants. And do not you pe 
pragging and poasting of one to pe your chief, or to pe 
of a clan that has not a friend at court ; but tell them 
your own clan, and your claims to be its chief ; and if 
you do not know her true descent, you had better claim 
Macpherson ; she pe as ould and as honourable a clan 
as any of them all, and more." 

Walter said, he trusted still to the proofs of his own 
loyalty, and the want of evidence to the contrary. 

" Pooh ! pooh !" said Macpherson ; "I tell you the 
evidence you want is this, if any great man say you 
ought to live, you will live ; if not, you will die. Did 
not I was telling you that the soholdiers that were 
found dead in the correi, on the lands that belong to 
yourself, was evidence enough and more ; I would not 
pe giving a curse for your evidence after that, for the one 
k» much petter than te other. And it is very well 
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thought !'* continued he, smiUng grunly, '* if you will 
pe preaking out into a rage, and pe cubing and tunning 
them all, you will get free in one moment." 

Walter said, that would be an easy ransom, and though 
it was an error he was too apt to fall into when angry, he 
could see no effect it could have in this case, but to kri- 
tate his prosecutors more and more against him. 

" You see no effect ! Cot t — ^n, if you ever can see 
any effect peyond the top that is on your nose ! and you 
will not pe advised by a man of experience,' who would 
do more for you than he would pe commending of; and 
if you trust to what you can see, you will pe dancing a 
beautiful Highland shig in the air to a saulm tune, and 
that will have a very good effect. I tell you, when you 
come again to he questioned, I know my Lord Dundee 
is to be there to pe adducing his proof; take you great 
and proud offence at some of their questions and their 
proofs ; and you may pe making offer to fight them all 
one by one, or two by two, in the king's name, and send 
them all to hell in one pody ; you cannot pe tamning 
them too much sore. By the soul of Rory More jBiIac- 
pherson ! I would almost give up this claymore to be by 
and see that effect. Now you arc not to pe minding b^ 
cause lam laughing like a fool, for I'm perfectly serious ; if 
matters should pe standing hard with you, think of the ad- 
vice of an ould friend, who respects you as the chief of the 
clan MacLeadle, supposing it to pe as low, and as much 
fallen down as it may. — Farewell ! she pe giving you her 
hearty Cot's blessing. 

Thus parted he with Daniel Roy Macpherson, jand^ as 
he judged, an unfortunate change it was for him. The 
wretch who now took the command of their guard had all 
the ignorance and rudeness of the former, without any 
counterbalance of high feeling and honour like him. His 
name was Patie Ingles, a temporary officer, the same who 
cut off the head of the amiable Mr White v/ith an axe, at 
Kilmarnock, carried it to New-mills, and gave it to his 
party to play a game with at foot-ball, which tliey did. 
Ingles was drunk during the greater part of the journey, and 
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his whole delight was in hurting, mortifying, and mimicking 
his prisoners. They were all bound together in pairs, 
and driven on in that manner like coupled dogs. This 
was effected by a very simple process. Their hands were 
fest^ied behind, the right and left arm of each pair being 
linked within one another. Walter was tied to a little 
spate Galloway weaver, a man wholly prone to controver- 
sy ; he wanted to argue every point, on which account 
he was committed. Yet, when among the Cameronians, 
he took their principles as severely to task as he did those 
of the other party when examined by them. He lived 
but to contradict. Often did he try Walter with different 
points of opinion regarding the Christian Church. Walter 
knew so little about them that the weaver was astonished. 
He tried him with the apologetical declaration. Walter 
bad never heard of it. He could make nothing of his 
gigantic associate, and at length began a sly inquiry on 
what account he was committed ; but even on tliat he re- 
ceived no satisfactory information. 

Ing^ came staggering up with them. ** Weel, Master 

Skinflint, what say you to it the day ? This is a pleasant 
journey, is it not ? Eh ? — I say. Master, what do they 

call you I Peal-an'-eat, answer me in this — you see — I 

say— Is it not delightful ? Eh ?" 

" Certainly, sir," said the weaver, who wished to be 

<iuit of him; "very delightful to those who feel it 

so.** 

" Feel it so ! — D — n you, sirrah, what do you mean by 
that? Do you know who you are speaking to ? Eh ? — An- 
swer me in this — What do you mean by Feel it so ? Eh ?*' 

"1 meant nothing," returned the weaver, somewhat 
snappishly, '* but tliat kind of respect which I always pay 
^ gentry like you." 

" Gentry like me ! — D — n you, sir, if you speak such 
* -^Eh ? — Gentry like me ! — I'll spit you like a cock 
pheasant — Eh? Have you any of them in Galloway > 
Answer me in this, ^^m youV Eh ?" 

'* rU answer any reasonable thing, sir," said the poor 
Weaver. 

K '2 
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*• Hout ! never head the creature, man," said Walter ; 
'* it's a poor drunken senseless beast of a thing." 

Ingles fixed his reeling unsteady eyes upon him, filled 
with drunken rage — ^walked on, spitting and looking across 
the way for a considerable space — " What the devil of 
a whig camel is this ?" said he, crossing over to Walter's 
side *' Drunken senseless beast of a thing I Holm, did 
you hear that? — Macwhinny, did you ? — Eh ? 1*11 scorn 
to shoot the cusser, though I could do it — £h ? But Fll 
kick him like a dog — Eh ? — Take that, and that, will you ? 
Eh ?** And so saying, he kicked our proud-hearted and 
independent Goodman of Chapelhope with his foot; 
staggering backward each time he struck. 

Walter's spirit could not brook this ; and, disregardful 
of^all consequences, he wheeled about with his fece toward 
him, dragging the weaver round with a jerk, as a mastiff 
sometimes does a. spaniel that is coupled to him ; and, as 
Ingles threw up his foot to kick him on the belly, he fol- 
lowed up his heel with his foot, giving him such a fling up- 
wards as made him whirl round in the air like a reel. 
He fell on his back, and lay motionless ; on which, several 
6f the party of soldiers levelled their muskets at Walter. 
** Ay, shoot," said he, setting up his boardly breast to 
them — " Shoot at me if you dare, the best o* ye." 

The soldiers cocked their pieces. ^ 

" Your Colonel himsel durstna wrang a hair o' my head, 
though fain he wad hae done sae, without first gieing me 
ower to his betters — Let me see if a scullion amang ye 
a* dare do mair than hei." 

The soldiers turned their eyes, waiting for the word 
of command; and the weaver kept as far away from 
Walter as the nature of his bonds would let hun. The 
command of the party now devolved on a Serjeant 
Douglas ; who, perhaps nothing sorry for what had hap- 
pened, stepped in between the soldiers and prisoner, and 
swore a great oath, that, ** what the prisoner said was the 
truth ; and that all that it was their duty to do was, to 
take the prisoners safe to Edinburgh, as at first ordered ; 
and there frive their evidence of this transaction, which 
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would send the lousy whig to hell at once, provided there 
was any chance of his otherwise escaping." 

They lifted Ingles, and held him up into the air to get 
breathy loosing meantime his cravat and clothes ; on which 
he £dl to vomit severely, owmg to the fall he had got, 
and the great quantity of spirits he had drunk. They 
waited on him for about two hours ; but as he still con- 
tinued unable either to speak or walk, they took him in- 
to a house called Granton and proceeded on theur desti- 
nation. 

- This Douglas, though apparently a superior person to 
the former commander of the party, was still more intole- 
rant and cruel than he. There was no indignity or incon- 
TOoience that he could fasten on his prisoners which he 
did not exercise to the utmost. They lodged that night 
It a place called Tweedshaws ; and Walter used always 
to relate an occurrence that took place the next morning, 
that strongly marked the character of this petty officer, as 
wdl M the licensed cruelty of the times. 

Some time previous to this, there had been a fellowship 
ineeting, at a place called Tallo-Linns, of the wanderers 
tliat larked about Chapelhope and the adjacent mountains. 
About eighty had assembled, merely to spend the night 
in prayer, reading the Scriptures, &c. The curate of 
Tweedsmuir, a poor dissolute wretch, sent a flaming ac- 
ooiant of this in writing to the privy council, magnifying 
tliat simple affair to a great and dangerous meeting of 
iraied men. The council took the alarm, reused the hue 
and cry, and offered a reward for the apprehending of any 
one who had been at the meeting of Tallo-Linns. The 
curate, learning that a party of the king's troops was 
lodged that night in his parish and neighbourhood, came 
to Tweedshaws at a late hour, and requested to speak 
with the captain of the party. He then informed Douglas 
of the meeting, shewed him the council's letter and pro- 
clamation, and finally told him that there was a man in a 
cottage hard by whom he strongly suspected to have 
formed one at the meeting alluded to in the proclamation 
There being no convenicncy for lodging so many people 
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at Tweedshaws, Douglas and the curate drank together 
all the night, as did the soldiers in another party. A 
number of friends to the prisoners had given them money 
when they left Dumfries for Edinburgh, to supply as 
well as they might the privations to which they woi^d be 
subjected ; but here the military took the greater part of 
it from them to supply their intemperance. About the 
break of day, they went and surrounded a shepherd's cot- 
tage belonging to tlie iktm of Corehead, having been led 
thither by the curate, where they found the shepherd an 
old man, his daughter, and one Edward M'Cane, son to 
a merchant in Lanarkshire, who was courting this shep- 
herdess, a beautiful young maiden. .The curate having 
got intelligence that a stranger was at that house, imme- 
diately suspected him to be one of the wanderers, and ofl 
this surmise the information was given. The enraie 
acknowledged the shepherd and his daughter as parish- 
ioners, but of M*Cane, he said, he knew nothing, and 
had no doubt that he was one of the rebellious whigs. 
They fell to examme the youth, but they were all affected 
with the liquor they had drunk over nighty and made a 
mere farce of it, paying no regard to his answers., or, if 
they did, it was merely to misconstrue or mock them. 
He denied having been at the meetmg at Tallo-Linna, 
and all acquaintance with the individuals whom they named 
as having been there present. Finding that they could 
make nothing of him whereon to ground a charge, Douglas 
made them search him for arms ; for bemg somewhat 
drunk, he took it highly amiss that he should have been 
brought out of his way for nothing. M'Cane judged 
himself safe on that score, for he knew that he had neither 
knife, razor, bodkin, nor edged instrument of any kind 
about hun ; but as ill luck would have it, he chanced to 
have an old gun-flint in his waistcoat pocket. Douglas 
instantly pronounced this to be sufiicient, and ordered 
him to be shot. M'Cane was speechless for some time 
with astonishment, and at length told his errand, and the 
footing on which he stood with the young girl before them, 
offering at the same time to bring proofs from his own 
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parish of his loyalty and conformity. He even conde^ 
scended to kneel to the ruffian, to clasp his knees, and beg 
and beseech of him to be allowed time for a regular proof ; 
but nothing would move him. He said, the courtship 
was a very clever excuse, but would not do with him, 
and forthwith ordered hun to be shot. He would not 
even allow him to sing a psalm with his two friends, but 
cursed and swore that the devU a psalm he should sing 
there. He said, *' It would not be singing a few verses 
of a psolm in a wretched and miserable style that would 
keep him out of hell ; and if he went to heaven, he might 
then lilt as much at psalm-singing as he had a mind." 
When the ghl, his betrothed sweetheart, saw the muskets 
levelled at her lover, she broke through the file, shriekuig 
most piteously, threw herself on him, clasped his neck and 
kissed him, crying, like one distracted, *' O Edward, take 
me wi* ye— -taie me wi* ye ; a' the warld sanna part us." 
" Ah ! Mary," said he, "last night we looked forward 
to long and happy years — how joyful were our hopes ! 
but they are all blasted at once. Be comforted, my dear- 
est, dearest heart! — God bless you ! — Farewell for ever." 
The soldiers then dragged her backward, mocking her 
with Indelicate remarks, and while she was yet scarcely 
two paces removed, and still stretching out her hands 
towards him, six balls were lodged in his heart in a mo- 
ment, and he fell dead at her feet. Deformed and bloody 
as he was, she pressed the corpse to her bosom, moaning 
and sobbing in such a way os if every throb would have 
been her last, and in that condition the soldiers marched 
merrily off and left them. For this doughty and noble 
deed, for which Serjeant Douglas deserved to have been 
hanged and quartered, he shortly after got a coruetcy in 
Sir Thomas Livingston's troop of horse. 

Two of the prisoners made their escape that morning, 

owing to the drunkenness of their guards, on which account 

the remainder being blamed, were more haughtily and 

I cruelly treated than ever. It is necessary to mention all 

1 these, as they were afterwards canvassed at Walter's trial, 

i the account of which formed one of his winter cvenin ■ 
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tales as long as he lived. Indeed, all such diffuse and 
miscellaneous matter as is contained in this chapter, is a 
great incumbrance in the right onward progress of a tale ; 
but we have done with it, and shall now haste to the end 
of our narrative in a direct unuiterrupted line. 



CHAP. XII. 

The sudden departure of Katharine from home, after 
the extraordmary adventure of the curate Clerk in the 
Old Room, at the crowing of the cock, was a great relief 
to him, as it freed him from the embarrassment of her 
company, and gave him an opportunity of telling his own 
story to the gudewife without interruption, of the success 
he had in freeing her daughter from the power and fellow- 
ship of evil spirits. That story was fitted admirably to 
suit her weak and superstitious mmd ; it accorded with 
any thing nearer than the truth, and perhaps this finished 
hypocrite never appeared so great a character in the eyes 
of Maron Linton as he did that day. He spoke of going 
away to Henderland in the evening, but she entreated 
him so earnestly to stay and protect her from the power 
of the spirits that haunted the place, that he deemed it pro- 
per to acquiesce, for without the countenance of the family 
of Chapelhope he was nothmg — he could not have lived in 
his puny cure. She depended on him, she said, to rid the 
town of these audacious (or, as she called them, misleared) 
beings altogether, for without his mterference the family 
would be rumed. Their servants had all left them — the 
work remained unwrought, and every thing was going to 
confusion — she had given Brownie his accustomed wages 
again and again, and still he refused to leave the house ; and 
without the holy man's assistance in expelling liim and 
his train, their prospects in life were hopeless. 

The curate promised to use his highest interest with 
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Heaven, and assured her that no further evil should cume 
nigh unto her, at least while he remained under her roof ; 
"for were it not,** said he, "for the conjunction which 
they are in with one of the family, they should have been 
expelled long ere now. That unnatural bond, I hope, 
by a course of secret conferences, to be able to break a- 
sunder, but be not thou afraid, for no evil shall come nigh 
thy dweUing." • He talked with the goodwife in the style 
that pleased her ; flattered her high and pure notions of 
religion, as well as her piety and benevolence ; said even- 
ing prayers in the femily with zeal and devotion ; but 
how was he startled when informed that he was to sleep 
again in the Old Room ! He indeed knew not that it 
was haunted more than any other part of the house, or 
that it was the favourite nightly resort of the Brownie of 
Bodsbeck, but the apparition that he had seen, and the 
unaccountable rescue that he had witnessed the night be- 
fore, preyed on his mind, and he hinted to the goodwife, 
that he had expected to be preferred to her daughter's 
room and bed that night, as she was absent ; but Maron, 
too, was selfish ; for who is without that great ruling 
motive ? She expected that Brownie would appear ; that 
Mass John would speak to it ; and thence forward to be 
freed from its unwelcome intrusions. To the Old Room 
he was shewn at a late hour, where the lamp, the Bible, 
and the sand-glass were placed on the little table, at the 
bed*s head, as usual. 

It was past eleven when the curate went to sleep. 
Old Nanny, who was dressed more neatly than usual, sat 
stiU at the kitchen fire, expecting every minute the two Co- 
venant men, whom her young mistress had promised to send 
to her privily, as her companions and protectors through 
ihe dark and silent watches of the night until her return. 
Still nothin<; of them appeared ; but, confident that they 
would appear, she stirred the embers of the fire, and con- 
tinued to keep watch with patient anxiety. When it 
drew towards midnight, as she judged, she heard a noise 
without, as of some people entering or trying to enter, 
^y the outer door of the Old Room. Concluding that it 
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was her expected companions, and alarmed at the wrong 
direction they had taken, she ran out, and round the west 
end of the house, to warn them of then* mistake, and bring 
them in by the kitchen door. As she proceeded, she 
heard two or three loud and half stilled howls from the 
interior of the Old Kx)om. The door was shut, but, 
perceiving by the seam in the window shutters that the 
light within was still burning, she ran to the window, 
which directly faced the curate's bed ; and there being a 
small aperture broken in one of the panes, she edged back 
the shutter, so as to see and hear the. most part of what 
was going on within. She saw four or five figures 
standing at the bed, resemblmg human figures in some 
small degree — their backs towards her ; but she saw a 
half face of one that held the lamp in its hand, and it was 
of the hue of a smoked wall. In the midst of them stood 
the deformed little Brownie, that has often been mentioned 
and described in the forgoing part of this tale. In his 
right hand he brandished a weapon, resembling a dirk or 
carving-knife. The other hand he stretched out, half 
rsdsed over the curate's face, as if to command attention. 
"Peace!" said he, **thou child of the bottomless pit, 
and minister of unrighteousness; another such sound 
from these polluted lips of thine, and I plunge this 
weapon into thy heart. We would shed thy blood with- 
out any reluctance — nay, know thou that we would re- 
joice to do it, as thereby we would render our master 
acceptable service. Not for that intent or purpose are we 
now come ; yet thy abominations shall not altogether pass 
unpunished. Thou knowest thy own heart — ^its hypo- 
crisy, and licentiousness — Thou -knowest, that last night, 
at this same hour, thou didst attempt, by brutal force, to 
pollute the purest and most angelic of the human rtu^e — 
we rescued her from thy hellish clutch, for we are her 
servants, and attend upon her steps. Thou knowest, 
that still thou art cherishing the hope of succeeding in 
thy cursed scheme. Thou art a stain to thy profession, 
and a blot upon the cheek of nature, enough to make thy 
race and thy nation stink in the nose of their Creator I 
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-^To wbai thou ■ deservest, thy doom is a lenient one-^ 
but it ii fixed and inerocaUe V 

Thoe ims flomeildng in tirnt mis-shapen creature^ 
▼ofeo that chiOed Nanny's very soul while it spoke these 
mivdi^ especially its pronunciation of some of them ; It 
sounded like sometMng she had heard before, perhaps in 
bat it WBS horril)le and not to be brooked. The 
now kid violent hold of Mass John, and she heard 
Idm nmmbHng in a supplioatmg vMce, but knew not what 
he mUL As they stooped forward, the lamp shone on 
tiw fiooTy and she saw the iq[>pearance of a coffin standing 
bddad them. Nanny was astonished, but not yet over- 
; lor, cruel were the scenes that she had beheld, and 
the trials she had undergone !-— but at that instant 
tiw defbnned and grisly being turned round, as if looking 
fer^oiBMlidDg that it wanted— -the lamp shone full on its 
fine^ the lineaments of winch when Nanny beheld, her 
eyes at ofnce were darkened, and she saw no more that 
vifjbL, How [die spoit the remainder of it, or by what 
nenia she got to her bed in the kitchen, she never knew ; 
bat next nKHming when the goodwife and her sons arose, 
poor M. Nanny was lying in the kitchen bed delirious,' 
•ad tdkitig of dreadful and incomprehensible things. AU 
tliat could be gathered - from her frenzy was, that some 
terriUe catastrophe had happened in the Old Room, and 
that CSerk, the curate, was implicated in it. The good- 
vUb^ judging that her fiivourite had been at war with the 
qMta, and that Heaven had been of course triumphant, 
halted to the Old Room to bless and pay the honour due 
to sodi a divine character ; she called his name as she 
entered, but no one made answer ; she hasted to the bed, 
but behold there was no one there I The goodwife's 
sole spiritual guide had vanished away. 

The curate Clerk was never more seen nor heard 
of in these bounds ; but it may not be improper here 
to relate a circumstance that happened some time 
thereafter, as it comes no more within the range of this 

In the month of October, and the memorable year 

1. L 
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1 688, it is well known that Clavers hasted southward, 
with all the troops under his command, to assist King 
James against the Prince of Orange and the protestant 
party of England, or to sell himself to the latter, any of 
the ways that he found most convenient. In the course of 
this march, as he was resting his troops at a place called 
Ninemile-brae, near the Border, a poor emaciated and 
forlorn-looking wretch came to him, and desired to speak 
a word with him. Mr Adam Copland and he were sit- 
tmg together when this happened ; Clavers asked hb 
name and his busmess, for none of the two recognised 
hum — It was Clerk, the curate (that had been) of Chapel- 
hope and Kirkhope I Clavers said, as there were none 
present save a friend, he might say out his business. 
This he declined, and took Clavers a short way ande. 
Copland watched their motions, but could not hear what 
Clerk said. When he began to tell his story Qaveri 
burst into a violent fit of laughter, but soon restrained 
himself, and Copland beheld him knitting his brows, and 
biting his lip, as he seldom failed to do when angry. 
When they parted, he heard hun saying distinctly, " It 
is impossible that I can avenge your wrongs at this time, 
for I have matters of great import before me ; but. the 
day may come ere long when it will be in my power, and 
d — ^n me if I do not do it !'* 

The spirits of the wild having been victorious, and the 
reverend curate, the goodwife's only stay, overcome and 
carried off bodily, she was impatient, and on the rack 
every minute that she staid longer about the house. 
She caused one of her sons take a horse, and conduct 
her to Gilmanscleuch that night, to her brother Thomas's 
farm, determined no more to see Chapelhope till her 
husband's return ; and if that should never take place, to 
bid it adieu for ever. 

Nanny went to the led farm of Riskinhope, that being 
the nearest house to Chapelhope, and just over against it, 
in order to take what care she was able of the things about 
the house during the day. There also the two boys re- 
mained, and herded throughout the day in a very indif- 



OF BODSBECK. 123 

ferent maimer; and, in short, every thing about the farm 
was going fast to confusion when Katharine returned 
from her mission to the Laird of Drummelzier. Thus it 
was that she found her father's house deserted, its doors 
locked up, and its hearth cold. 

Her anxiety to converse privately with Nanny was 
great $ but at her first visit, when she went for the key, 
this was impossible without being overheard. She soon, 
however, found an opportunity ; for that night she en- 
ticed her into the byre at Ch^pelhope, in the gloaming, 
after the kine had left the lone, where a conversation took 
place between them in effect as follows : 

" Alas, Nanny I how has all this happened ? Did not 
the two Covenanters, for whom I sent, come to bear you 
company?" 

" Dear bairn, if they did come I saw nae them. If 
they came, they were ower late, for the spirits were there 
afore them ; an' I hae seen sic a sight ? Dear, dear 
bairn, dinna gar me gang ower it again — I hae seen a 
sight that's enough to turn the heart o' flesh to an 
iceshogle, an* to. freeze up the very springs o' life ! 
Duma gar me gang ower it again, an' rake up the ashes 
o* the honoured dead-^But what need I say sae ? The 
dead are up already I Lord in heaven be my shield and 
safeguard !" 

"Nanny, you affright me; but, be assured, your 
terrors have originated in some mistake — ^your sight has 
deceived you, and all shall yet be explained to your 
satis&ction." 

" Say nae sae, dear bairn ; my sight hasna deceived 
me, yet I have been deceived. The world has deceived 
me — ^hell has deceived me — and heaven has winked at 
the deed. Alack, an' wae's me, that it should sae hae 
been predestined afore the world began ! The day was, 
an' no sae lang sin' syne, when I could hae prayed wi' 
confidence, an' sung wi' joy ; but now my mind is over- 
turned, and I hae nouther stay on earth, nor hope in 
Jieaven ! The veil of the Temple may be rent below, 
wd the ark of the testimony thrown open above, but 



124 THE BROWNIB 

their forms will not be seen within the one, nor their 
names found written in the other. 

" Peace, peace, for Heaven's sake ! — You are verging 
on blasphemy, and know not what you say." 

** Do the reprobate know what they say, or can they 
forbear saying it? How then can I? I, who am in the 
bond of iniquity, and the jaws of death eternal ? — Where 
can I fly ? When the righteous are not saved, where 
shall the ungodly and the sinner appear ? — Ay, dear balm, 
weel may ye stare and oedse up your hands that gate ; 
but when ye hear my tale, ye winna wonder that my 
poor wits are uprooted. Suppose sic a case your ain — 
suppose you had been the bosom companion o' ane for 
twenty years — ^had joined wi* him in devotion, e'ening 
and morning, for a' that time, and had never heard a sigh 
but for sin, nor a complaint but of the iniquities of the 
land — If ye had witnessed him follow two comely sons, 
your own flesh and blood, to the scaffold, and bless his 
God who put it in their hearts to stand and suffer for his 
cause, and for the crown of martyrdom he had bestowed 
on them, and bury the mangled bodies of other two with 
tears, but not with repining — If, after a' this, he had been 
hunted as a partridge on the mountains, and for the same 
dear cause, the simplicity of the truth as it is in Jesus, 
had laid down his life — If you knew that his grey head 
was hung upon the city wall for a spectacle to gaze at, 
and his trunk buried in the wild by strangers — Say you 
knew all this, and had all these dear ties in your remem- 
brance, and yet, after long years of hope soon to join 
their blest society above, to see again that loved and re- 
vered form stand before your eyes on earth at midnight, 
shrivelled, pale, and deformed, and mixed with malevolent 
spirits on dire and revengeful intent, where wad your 
hope — where wad your confidence — or where wad your 
wits hae been flown ?** Here she cried bitterly ; and 
seizing the astonished Katharine's hand with both hers, 
and pressing it to her brow, she continued her impassioned — 
and frantic stram. — ** Pity me, O dear bairn, pity me C- 
For man hasna pitied me, an' God hasna pitied me ! Ft 
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gaon down a floody water, down, down ; an* I wad fain 
grip at something, if it were but a swoomin strae, as a 
last hope, afore I smk a' thegither." 

" These are the words of delirium,'' said Katharine, 
" and 1 wiU not set them down in my memory as spoken 
by you. Pray the Almighty that they may never be 
written in his book of remembrance agunst you; for 
the veriest downfallen fiend can do no more than distrust 
the mercy of God in a Redeemer. I teU you, woman, 
that whatever you may fancy you have seen or heard in 
the darkness of night, when imagination forms fantasies 
of its own, of all those who have stood for our civil and 
religiaus liberties, who, for the sake of a good conscience, 
have yielded up all, and sealed their testimony with their 
blood, not one haur of their heads shall fall to the ground, 
for thdjr names are written in the book of life, and they 
shall shine as stars in the kingdom of their Father. You 
have yourself suffered much, and have rejoiced in your 
luflferings — So far you did well — Do not then mar so fair 
to eternal har\'est — so blest a prospect of a happy and 
everlasting community, by the sin of despair, that can 
never be forgiven. Can you, for a moment, while in pos- 
session of your right senses, doubt of the tender mercies 
of your Maker and Preserver ? Can you for a moment 
bdieve that he has hid his face from the tears and the blood 
that have been shed for his cause in Scotland ? As well 
may you doubt that the earth bears or the sun warms 
yon, or that he never made a revelation of his will to 



All the while that Katharine spoke thus, Nanny's eyes 
were fixed on her, as if drinking every word she uttered 
into a soul that thirsted for it. A wild and unstable light 
beamed on her countenance, but it was still only like a sun- 
beam breaking through the storm, which is ready to be 
swallowed up by the rolling darkness within. Her head 
shook as with a slight paralytic affection, and she again 
clasped the hand which she had never quitted. 

" Are ye an angel o' light," said she, in a soft tremu- 
lous voice, " that ye gar my heart pruikle sae wi' a joy 

L 2 
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that it never thought again to taste ? It isna then a strae 
nor a stibble that I hae grippit at for my kst hope, but 
the tap of a good tow-widdy saugh ; an' a young sapling 
though it be, it is steevely rootit in a good soil, and 
sprung frae a seed o' heaven, an' will maybe help the poor 
drowning wretch to the shore I — An* hae I thought sae 
muckle ill o' you ? Could I deem that mild heavenly 
face, that's but the reflection o* the soul within, the image 
o' sin and o* Satan, an' a veil o* deceit thrawn ower a 
mind prone to wickedness ? Forgie me, dear, dear saint, 
forgie me, an' help me better out yet. It surely canna be 
condemned spirits that ye are connectit wi' ? Ah, ye're 
dumb there ! — ye darna answer me to that ! Na, na! the 
spirits o' the just made perfect wad never leave their 
abodes o' felicity to gabble amang derksome fiends at the 
dead hour o' the night, in sic a world o* sin and sorrow 
as this. But I saw him, an' heard bun speak, as sure as 
I see your face an' hear the tones o' my ain voice ; an*, 
if I lookit nae wrang, there were mae risen frae the dead 
than ane. It is an awfu' dispensation to think o' I But 
there was a spirit o* retaliation in him that often made me 
quake, though never sae as now. O wad ye but tell me 
what kind o' spirits ye are in conjunction wi' ?'* 

** None but the blest and the happy— None but they 
who have come out of great tribulation, and washed their 
robes white in the blood of the Lamb — None that would 
harbour such a thought, or utter such a doubt, as you 
have done to-night, for the empire of the universe — More 
I may not tell you at present ; but stay you here with 
me, and I will cherish you, and introduce you to these 
spirits, and you shall be happier with them than ever you 
have been." 

** WiU I sae ? — Say nae mair ! — I wad pit hand to my 
ain life the night, an' risk the warst or I again met wi* them, 
face to face in the same guise as I saw them at midnights 
last week. Ye*re a wonderfu' creature I But ye're ayonft 
my depth ; therefore I'll love ye, an* fear ye, an* 
my distance. Sit down, dear, dear bairn, an' join rot 
in singing a hymn afore we part." 
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SANG SIXTH. 

Father Almighty, O Father of light, 
I Imeel and I tremble before thee. 

For darkness surrounds the tlutme of thy might. 
And with terror I fear and adore thee. 

1 hare seen, I hare heard, what 1 not comprehend. 
Which has caused my poor reason to waver, 

The bodies or spirits of martyred men, 
Who shrunk from thy standard, O never, 

O never !— O never I 
Bat bled for their God and forgiver. 

II. 

In the darkness of midnight I saw them sppetar, 

VfUh ftcet unearthly uid sallow. 
Their forms were all shrivelled, their features severe, 

Th^ voices unearthly and hollow. 
And yet, O great God ! it was they, it was they, 

Put down by a staif ol blasphemer, 
They laid down their lives It^ the moorland away, 

.^jad bled for their God and Redeemer, 
O Saviour .'—Dear Saviour, 

Preserve from despondence for ever. 

III. 

But where can I turn my bewildered eye, 

Or where can I fly but to Thee, 
Saace all the long vales of eternity lie 

Concealed in deep darkness from me ? 
Then here at thy footstool of mercy I bow. 

Imploring thy grace to deliver; 
For shadows of darkness beleaguer me now, 

And I fly to my God and forgiver. 
For ever !— O ever I 

I'll cling to my Saviour for ever. 



Thus they parted : Katharine into her long vacant 
house, and Nanny over to Riskinhope. The farmer of 
Riskinhope (David Bryden of Eldin-hope), was ruined by 
*be sequestration of his stock by Clavers, but the shep- 
herds and other servants still luigered about the house for 
better or for worse. There was not a sheep on that large 
farm, save about five scores of good ewes, that Davie Tait, 
the herd of Whithope, had turned slyly over into the hags 
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of the Yokeburn-head, that day the drivers took away the 
stock. When Clavers made his last raid up by Chapel- 
hope, all the family of Riskinhope fled to the hills, and 
betook them to cover, every one by himself; and there, 
with beatmg hearts, peeped through the heath and the 
rash-bush, to watch the motions of that bloody persecutor. 
Perilous was their case that day, for had any of them been 
found in that situation, it would have been enough ; but 
Davie well knew it was good for him to keep out of the 
way, for Mr Renwick, and Mr Shields, as well as other 
wanderers, had been sheltered in his house many a night, 
and the latter wrote his Hind let Loose in a small house 
at the side of Winterhopebum. Yet Davie was not a 
Cameronian, properly speaking, nor a very religious man 
neither ; but the religious enthusiasm of Jiis guests had 
broke him a Uttle into their manner, and way of thinking. 
He had learned to make family exercise, not however to 
very great purpose, for the only thing very remarkable in 
it was the strong nasal Cameronian whine of his prayer, 
and its pastoral allusions ; but he was grown fond of exhib- 
itmg in that line, having learned the Martyr*s tune, and 
the second part of the Dundee, which formed the whole 
range of his psalmody ! Yet Davie liked a joke as well as 
ever he did, and perhaps as well as any part of divine wor- 
ship. When one remarked to him that his family music 
was loud enough, but very discordant, — " Ay," quoth 
Davie, " but it's a lang gate atween here an' heaven ; a' 
music's good i' the distance ; I hae strong faith in that." 

That night after Nanny came over, Davie had prayed 
as usual, and among other things, had not forgot the 
Brownie of Bodsbeck, that " he might be skelpit wi* the 
taws o' divine wrath, an' sent back to hell wi' the sperks 
on his hips ; and that the angel of presence might keep 
watch over their couches that night, to scare the howlaty 
face o' him away, an' learn him to keep his ain side o' the 
water." 

After prayers the family were crowded round the fading^ 
ingle, and cracking of the Brownie and of Davie's prayer. 
Davie had opened his waistcoat, and thrown off his hose^ 
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to warm his feet, -and, flattered with their remarks on his 
abilities, began to be somewhat scurrilous on Brownie. 
" I think I hae cowed him the night," said he ; " he'll 
fiish nane o' us — he may stay wi' his Reatie Laidlaw yon- 
der, an' rin at her bidcKn. He has a sonsy weel-faur'd lass 
to bide wi* — he's better aff than some o* his neighbours, 
Maysey ;* and» saying so, he cast a look to his wife that 
spoke unutterable things ; but finding that his joke did 
not take, after so serious a prayer, he turned again on 
Brownie, and, as his own wife said, "didna leave him 
the likeness of a dog." He said he had eaten sax bowes 
o' good meal to the goodman, an' a* that he had done for't, 
that ony body kend o*, was mending up an auld^fail-dike 
lomid the corn ae night. In short, he said he was an un- 
profitable guest — a dirty droich, an* a menseless glutton 
•— an*^ it was weak an' silly in ony true Christian to be eiry 
for him." He had not said out the last words, when they 
heard a whi^>ering at the door, and shortly after these 
words distinctly uttered : 

** There's neither blood nor ro wn-tree pin. 
At open doors the dogs go in." 

The size of every eye's orbit was doubled in a moment, 

as it turned towards the door. The light of the fire was 

shining bright along the short entry between the beds, 

and they saw the appearance of a man, clothed in black, 

come slowly and deUberately in, walk across the entry, 

and go into the apartment in the other end of the house. 

The family were all above one another in beyond the fire 

ill an instant, and. struggling who to be undermost, and 

next the wall. Nanny, who was sitting on the form beyond 

the fire, pondering on other matters, leaning her brow on 

both hands, and all unconscious of what had entered, was 

overborne in the crush, and laid flat undermost of all. 

** Dear, dear bairns, what's asteer ? Hout fy ! Why, 
troth, yell crush the poor auld body as braid as a blood- 
Itercakc." 

•' Ah ! the Brownie ! — the Brownie ! — the Brownie 
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o* Bodsbeck!'* was whispered in horror from every' 
tongue. 

Davie Tait luckily recollecting that there was a door 
at hand, that led to a little milk-house in the other end 
of the house, and still another division farther from 
Brownie, led the way to it on all four, at full gallop, and 
took shelter in the farthest corner of that. All the rest 
were soon above him, but Davie bore the oppressive weight 
with great fortitude for some time, and without a murmur. 
Nanny was left last ; she kept hold of the Bible that she 
had in her lap when she fell, and had likewise the pre- 
caution to light the lamp before she followed her affrighted 
associates. Nothing could be more appalling than her 
own entry after th'em — ^never was a figure more calcula- 
ted to inspire terror, than Nanny coming carrying a fee- 
ble glimmering lamp, that only served to make darkness 
visible, while her pale raised-like features were bent 
over it, eager to discover her rueful compeers. The lamp 
was half-covered with her hand to keep it from being 
blown out ; and her face, where only a line of light here 
and there was visible, was altogether horrible. Having 
discovered the situation, and the plight of the family, she 
bolted the door behind her, and advanced slowly up to 
them. " Dear bairns, what did ye see that has putten ye 
a' this gate ?" 

" Lord sauf us I" cried Davie, from below, " we hae 
forespoke the Brownie — ^tak that elbow out o* my guts a 
wee bit. They say, if ye speak o* the deil, he'll appear. 
'Tis an unsonsy and dangerous thing to— Wha's aught 
that knee ? slack it a little. God guide us, sirs, there's 
the weight of a millstane on aboon the links o* my neck. 
If the Lord hae forsaken us, an* winna heed our prayers, 
we may gie up a' for tint the^^ither I— Nanny, hae ye 
boltit the door." 

" Ay hae I, firm an' fast." 

•* Than muve up a wee, sirs, or faith Fm gane — Hech* 
howe ! the weight o' sin an' mortality that's amang ye." 

Davie's courage, that had begun to mount on hearing 
that the door was bolted, soon gave way again, when he 
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raised his head, and saw the utter dismay that was painted 
on each , countenance. " Hout, Maysey woman, dinna 
just mak sic faces — ^ye are eueuch to fright fock, foreby 
aught else," ssdd he to his wife. 

" O Davie, think what a wheen poor helpless creatures 
we are ! — Does Brownie ever kill ony body ?" 

*' I wish it be nae a waur thing than Brownie," said 
Dan. 

" Waur than Brownie ? Mercy on us ! Waur than 
Brownie! — Wiiat was it like?" was whispered round. 

'*Ye mind poor Kirko, tlie bit Dbascore laird, that 
skulkit hereabouts sae lang, an' sleepit several nights ben 
in that end ? — Didna ye a' think it was unco like him ?" 
" The very man I — the very man ! — his make, his gang, 
his claes, an' every thing," was echoed by all. 

•* An' ye ken," continued Dan, ** that he was shot on 
Dumfries sands this simmer. It is his ghaist come to 
haunt the place whar he baid, an' prayed sae aften." 

" Ower true I Ower true ! it's awsome to think o',** 
was the general remark. 

" Let us go to prayers," said Nanny : '* it isna a time 
to creep into nooks on aboon other, an' gie way to despair. 
There is but Ane that can guard or protect us, let us ap- 
ply there." 

"Something has been done that way already," said 
Davie Tait ; "we canna come to handygrips wi' him, an' 
force him to stand senter at our door a* night." 

Davie's matter was exhausted on the subject, and he did 
not much relish going over the same words again, which, 
he acknowledged, were rather kenspeckle ; nor yet to 
venture on composing new ones out of his own head : 
this made him disposed to waive Nanny's proposal. 
■ " Ay." answered she, ** but we maunna baud just wi' 

j saying, gie us this, an' gie us that ; and than, because we 
; dinna just get it afF loof, drap the plea an' despair. Na, 
Hd, dear bairns, that's nae part o' the christian warfare ! 
*'e maun plead wi' humility, and plead again, an' never 
*"is there mair cause for rousing to exertion than now. 
llie times are momentous, and some great change is draw- 
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ing near, for the dead are astir — I have seen them mj8e\\ 
Yes, the several members that were scattered, and buried 
apart, are come thegither again — joined, an* gaiin aboon 
the grund, mouthing the air o' heaven. I saw it mysel 
— Can it be that the resurrection is begun ? It is a far 
away thought for the thing itsel to be as near ; but if s a 
glorious ane, an' there's proof o't. But then the place 
an* the time are doubtfu'— <had it been sun proof I wad 
hae likit it better. We little wot what to say or think 
under sic visitations. Let us apply to the only Sooroe 
of . light and direction. David, be you a mouth to 

US." 

*' A mouth ?** said Davie ; but recollecting himsetf, 
added — ** Hum, I understand you ; but I hae mouthed 
mair already than has come to ony good. I like fbek to 
pray that hae some chance to be heard ; some fock may 
scraugh themsels herse, and be nae the better." 

** Oh fie, David ! speak vn! some reverence,'* said his 
wife Maysey. 

" I mintit at naething else," said he, " but I hae an 
unreverent kind o' tongue that nought ever serous-like 
fa's frae, let my frame o' mind be as it wUl ; an' troth I 
haena command o' language for a job like tiiis. I trow 
the prelates hae the best way after a*, for they get pray- 
ers ready made to their hands, an' disna need to affirofit 
their Maker wi* blunders." 

** How can ye speak sae the night, David ? or how can 
sic a thought hover round your heart as to flee out at 
random that gate? If ye will read prayers, there's a 
book, read them out o' that ; if the words o' God winna 
suit the cases o' his ain creatures, how can ye trow the 
words o' another man can do it ? But pray wi' the heart, 
an' pray in humility, and fearna being accepted." 

" That's true ; but yet ane maks but a poor figure wi' 
the heart by itsel." 

" Wow, Davie, man," quoth Maysey, his wife, •* an' 
ye mak but a poor figure indeed, when we're a' in sic a 
plight ! Ye hear the woman speaks gude truth ; an* yt 
ken yoursel ye fenced us against the Brownie afore, iHit 



OF BODSBECK. 133 

no against Kirky's ghaist ; tak the beuk like a man, an* 
pit the fence o' scripture faith round us for that too/' 

Stupid as Maysey was, she knew the way to her hus- 
bandls heart. Davie could not resist such an appeal — he 
took the Bible; sung the 1 43d psalm, from b^inning 
to end, at Nanny's request ; and likewise, by her direc- 
tion, read the 20th of Revelation ; then kneeling down 
on his bare knees, legs, and feet, as he fled from the 
kitchen, on the damp miry floor of the milk-house, he 
essayed a strong energetic prayer as a fence against the 
invading ghost. But as Davie acknowledged, he had 
an irreverent expression naturally, that no effort could 
ovefoome, (and by the bye, there is more in this than 
mankind are in general aware of,) and the more he aimed 
si sublimity, the more ludicrous he grew, even to com- 
mon ears. There is scarcely a boy in the country who 
cannot recite scraps of Davie Tait's prayer ; but were I 
to set all that is preserved of it down here, it might be 
construed as a mockery of that holy ordinance, than which 
nothing is so far from my heart or intention ; but, con- 
vinced as I am that a rude exhibition in such a divine 
solemnity is of all things the most indecent and unbecom- 
ing, I think such should be held up to ridicule, as a warn- 
ing to all Christians never to ask ignorance or absurdity 
to perform this sacred duty in public. The sublime part 
of it therefore is given, which was meant as a fence 
against the spirit that had set up his rest so near. To 
such as are not acquainted with the pastoral terms, the 
meaning in some parts may be equivocal ; to those who 
are, the train of thinking wUl be obvious. 



" But the last time we gathered oursels before thee, we 
^eft out a wing o' the hirsel by mistake, an* thou hast paid 
u« hame i' our ain coin. Thou wart sae gude than as 
come to the sheddin thysel, an' clap our heads, an* whis- 
rw i' our lugs, * dinna be disheartened, my puir bits o' 
''siH'n* things, for though ye be the sbotls o* my hale 

I. M 
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fauld. 111 take caie o* ye, aii* herd ye, an* gie ye a' that 
ye hae askit o' me the night.' It was kind, an' thou hast 
done it ; but we forgot a principal part, an' maun tell 
thee now, that we have had another visitor sin' ye war 
here, an* ane wha*s back we wad rather see than his face. 
Thou kens better thysel than we can tell thee what place 
he has made his escape frae ; but we sair dread it is frae 
the boddomless pit, or he wadna hae ta*en possession but 
leave. Ye ken, that gang tried to keep vilent leasehaud 
o' your ain fields, an' your ain ha*, till ye gae them a 
killicoup. If he be ane o' them, O come thysel to our 
help, an' bring in thy hand a bolt o* divine vengeance^ 
het i' the furnace o' thy wrath as reed as a nailstring, 
an' bizz him an* scouder him till ye dinna leave him 
the likeness of a paper izel, until he be glad to creep 
into the worm-holes o' the earth, never to see sun or 
sterns mair. But, if it be some puir dumfoundered soul 
that has been bumbased and stoundit at the view o* 
the lang Hopes an' the Downfa's o' Eternity, corned 
daundering away frae about the laiggen girds o* heaven 
to the waefu' gang that he left behind, like a lost sheep 
that strays frae the rich pastures o* the south, and comes 
bleating back a' the gate to its cauld native hills, to the 
very gair where it was lambed and first followed its minny, 
ane canna help haeing a fellow-feeling wi' the puir soul 
after a', but yet he'll find himsel here like a cow in ao 
unco lone. Therefore, furnish him this night wi'tbe 
wings o' the wild gainner or the eagle, that he may swoof 
away back to a better hame than this, for we want nane 
o' his company. An' do thou give to the puir stray thing 
a weel-hained heff and a beildy lair, that he may nae ntfir 
come straggling amang a stock that's sae unlike hinttd* 
that they're frightit at the very look o' him. 

" Thou hast promised in thy Word to be our shepherd, 
our guider an' director. Therefore gather us a' in 
frae the cauld windy knowes o' self-conceit — the pbshy 
bogs an' mires o' sensuality, an' the damp flows o' world- 
ly-mindedness, an' wyse us a' into the true bugbt o' 
life, made o* the flakes o^ forgiveness and the door o 
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lovingrkindness ; an* never do thou suffer us to be 
heftit e'ening or morning, but gie lashin' meals o* the 
milk o' praise, the ream o' thankfu*ness, an* the butter 
o' good works. An' do thou, in thy good time an' 
way, smear us ower the hale bouk wi' the tar o' 
adversity, weel mixed up wi' the meinging of re- 
pentance, that we may be kiver'd ower wi* gude bouzy 
shake-rough fleeces o* faith, a* run out on the hips, an' 
aa brown as a tod. An' do thou, moreover, fauld us 
ower-night, an' every night, in within the true sheep-fauld 
o* thy covenant, weel buggen wi' the stanes o' salvation, 
an' caped wi' the divots o' grace. An' then wi' sic a 
shepherd, an' sic a sheep-fauld, what hae we to be feared 
for ? Na, na ! we'll fear naethmg but sui ! — We'll never 
mair scare at the pooUy-wooUy o' the whaup, nor swirl 
at the gelloch o' the ern ; for if the arm of our Shepherd 
be about us for good, a' the imps, an' a' the powers o' 
darkness, canna wrang a hair o' our heads." 



All the family arose from their knees with altered looks. 
Thus fenced, a new energy glowed in every breast. Poor 
llaysey, proud of her husband's bold and sublime inter- 
cession, and trusting in the divine fence now raised around 
them, rose with the tear in her eye, seized the lamp, and 
led the way, followed by all the rest, to retake the apart- 
ment of Kirky's ghost by open assault. Nanny, whose 
ftith wont to be superior to all these things, lagged be- 
hind, dreading to see the sight that she had seen on the 
Saturday night before ; and the bold intercessor himself 
kept her company, on pretence of a sleeping leg ; but, in 
truth, his faith in his own intercession and fence did not 
mount very high. All the apartment was searched — 
every chest, corner, and hole that could be thought of — 
every thing was quiet, and not so much as a mouse stir- 
ring ! — not a bed -cover folded down, nor the smallest re- 
membered article missing ! All the family saw Kirky's 
tihost enter in his own likeness, and heard him speak in 
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his wonted tongue, except old Nanny. It was a great 
and wonderful victory gained. They were again in full 
possession of their own house, a right which they never 
seemed before to have duly appreciated. They felt grate- 
ful and happy ;: and it was hinted by Maysey, Dan, and 
uncle Nicholas, that Davie Tait would turn out a burning 
and a shining light in these dark and dismal times, and 
would supersede Messrs Renwick, Shields, and all tiie 
curates in the country. He had laid a visible ghost, that 
might be the devil for aught they knew to the contrary ;' 
and it was argued on all hands, that " Davie was nae 
sma' drink." 

The whole of the simple group felt happy and grateful; 
and they agreed to sit another hour or two before thej 
went to sleep, and each one read a chapter from the BMc, 
and recite a psalm or h3nnn. They did so, until it came 
to Nanny's turn. She laid her hands across each otiier 
on her breast, turned in the balls of her half-closed eyes so 
that nothing was seen but the white, and, with her face 
raised upwards, and a slow rocking motion, she sung the 
following hymn, to a strain the most solemn that ever was 
heard. 

O thou, who dwell'st in the heavens high, 
Above yon stars, and witiiin yon sky, 
Where tiie dazzling fields never needed light 
Of the son by day, nor the moon by night ! 

Though shining millions around thee stand. 
For the sake of one that's at thy right hand, 
O tiiink of them that have cost him dear. 
Still chained in doobt and in darkness here ! 

Our night is dreary, and dim our day ; 
And if thou tumest thy face away. 
We are sinful, feeble, and helpless dust. 
And have none to look to, and none to trust. 

The powers of darkness are all abroad. 
They own no Saviour, and fear no God ; 
And we are trembling in dumb dismay, 
O turn not thus thy face away ! 

Our morning dawn is with clouds o'erspread. 
And our evening fall is a bloody red ; 
And the groans are heard on the mountain swartli ; 
There is Uood in heaven, and Uood on earth. 



OF BODSBECK. 137 

A life of flconi for as thou did'st lead. 
And in tiie grave laid thy blessed head ; 
Then think of those who undauntedly 
Have laid down life and all for thee. 

Thou wilt not turn them forth in wrath. 
To walk this world of sin and death. 
In shadowy dim deformity ? 
O Qod, it may not — cannot be ! 

Thy idd, O mighty One, we erave ! 
Not shortened is thy arm to save. 
AfSar from thee we now sojourn ; 
Return to us, O God, return ! 

This hymn affected the family group in no ordinary 
degree ; it made the hairs of their head creep, and 
thrilled their simple hearts, easily impressed hy divine 
things, while their looks strongly expressed their feel- 
ings. None of them would read or recite any thing far- 
ther, but entreated Nanny to say it over again, affirming, 
with one voice, that "it was an extrodnar thing/ 

"Ah I dear, dear bairns I I dmna ken about it," said 
she ; "he was a good cannie lad that made it, but he 
mixed wi' the scoffers, and turned to hae his doubts and his 
failings like mony ane, (Lord forgie us a' for our share in 
them ;) he seems even to have doubted o* the Omnipre- 
sence when he penned that, which was far far wrang." 

And thus I must close this long and eccentric chapter. 



CHAP. XIII. 

Next morning Davie Tait was early astir, and not 
having any thing better to do, he took his plaid and staff 
and set out towards Whithope-head, to see what was be- 
come of his five scores of ewes, the poor remains of a good 
stock. Davie went slowly up the brae towards Riskin- 
hope-swire, for the events of last night were fresh in hir* 
mind, and he was conning a new prayer to suit some 

M 2 
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other great emergency ; for Davie began to think that by 
fervent prayer very great things might be accomplished 
— ^that perhaps the floods of the earth and the winds of 
heaven might be restrained in their course ; and that even 
the Hermon Law might be removed out of its place. 
He had, therefore, his eye fixed on a little green gsdr 
before him, where he was determined to try his influence 
with heaven once more ; for his heart was lifted up, as 
he afterwards confessed, and he was hasting to that little 
gair to kneel down and ask a miracle, nothing doubting. 
Let any one guess, if he can, what Davie Tait was 
going to ask. It was not that the nuns and storms of 
heaven might be restrained, nor that the mountains might 
be removed out of their places ; but Davie was going to 
pray, that ** when he went over at the He?m-^ite-end, 
as soon as he came in sight of Whithc^e, he might see 
all his master's ewes again ; all his old friends, every one 
of which he knew by head-mark, going spread and bleat- 
ing on their old walk from the Earl Hill all the way to 
the Braid-heads." So intent was Davie on this grand pro- 
ject, that he walked himself out of breath against the bHI, 
in order to get quickly at the little gair to put his scheme 
in execution ; but, as he sagely observed, it had been 
graciously fore-ordained that he should not commit this 
great folly and iniquity. He paused to take his breath ; 
and in pausing he turned about, as every man does who 
stops short in climbing a hill. The scene that met Davie'b 
eye cut his breath shorter than the steep— his looks were 
rivetted on the haugh at Chapelhope — ^he could scarcely 
believe his own eyes, though he rubbed them again and 
again, and tried their effects on all things around. — '* Good 
Lord r said Davie, " what a world do we live in I Gin 
a hale synat had sworn, I coudna hae believed this I My 
sooth, but the Brownie o* Bodsbeck has had a busy night T 
Walter of Chapelhope had ten acres of as good com as 
ever grew in a moorland district. Davie knew, that wher 
he went to his bed the evening before, that com was all 
growing in the field, dead ripe, and ready for the sickle ; 
ajid he had been lamenting that very night that such a 
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crop should be lost for want of reapers, in a season when 
there was so much need for it. But now Davie saw that 
one half of that crop at least was shorn during the night, 
an standing in %ht shocks, rowed and hooded, with their 
ends turned to the south-west— 'Well might Davie exclaim, 
** My sooth, but the Brownie of Bodsbeck has had a busy 
night r 

Davie Uiought no more of his five scores of ewes, nor 
of hk prayer, nor the miracle that was to take place in 
consequence of that, but turned and ran back to Eiskin- 
hqse as fast as his feet would carry him, to arouse the 
rest of the people, and apprise them of this wonderful 
event that had occurred beneath their noses, as he called 
it He did so, and all of them rose with wonder and 
astonishment, and agreed to go across the lake and look 
at the Brownie's workmanship. Away they went in a 
body to the edge of the stubble, but durst not set foot 
thereon for fear of being affected by enchantment in some 
way or another ; but they saw tliat the corn had been 
shorn exactly like other com, except that it was rather 
more neat and clean than ordinary. The sheaves were 
bound in the same way as other bandsters bind them ; 
and in the shockmg, the corn-knots were all set outermost. 
" Weel, is not he a most unaccountable fellow that 
Brownie of Bodsbeck?** said Davie Tait. 

While they were thus standmg in a row at the side of 
the shorn field, wondering at the prowess and agility of 
Brownie, and trying to make some random calculations of 
the thousands of cuts that he had made with his hook that 
night, Katharine went by at a little distance, driving her 
father's cows afield, and at the same time directing her 
father's dog far up the hill to turn the ewes from the Quave 
Brae. She was dressed in her usual neat morning habit, 
with a white short-gown, green petticoat, and her dark 
locks bound up with a scarlet snood ; she was scolding 
and cajoling the dog in a blithsome and good-humoured 
way, and scarcely bestowing a look on the workmanship 
of her redoubted Brownie, or seeming to regard it. 

*' Ay, ye may speel the brae, Keatie Laidlaw," said 
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Davie Tait, apostrophising her, but shaking his head all 
the while, and speaking in a low. voice, that his fellow- 
servants only might hear — ** Ay, ye may speel the brae, 
Keatie Laidlaw, anV drive your ewes an* your kye where 
ye like ; but wae's me for ye ! Ye hae a weel-&urd face 
o' your am, an* a mak that's liker to an angel than a thing 
o* flesh an* blude ; but och I what a foul heart ye boud 
to hae within ! — And how are ye to stand the afteroome ? 
There will be a black reckoning with you some day. I 
wadna that my fit war i' your shoe the night for a' the 
ewes on the Lang Bank." 

Old Nanny went over, as usual, and assbted her to 
milk the cows, and make the butter and cheese, but q^ke 
no word that day to her young mistress, good or bad. She 
regarded her with a kind of awe, and often took a IcNOg 
stolen look of her as one does of a dog that he is afraid 
may be going mad. 

As the people of Riskinhope went home, Dan chanced 
to say jocularly, " He's a clever fellow the Brownie— I 
wish he would come and shear our croft too.^ 

" Foul fa*^ the tongue that said it,** quoth Davie,, "an* 
the heart that thought the ill I Ye think na how eesQy 
he's forespoken. It was but last night I said he hadna 
wrought to the gudeman for half his meat, an' ye see what 
he has done already. I spake o' him again, and he came 
in bodily. Ye should take care what ye say here, for ye 
little ken wha's hearing. Ye're i' the very same predic- 
ament, billy Dan, as the tod was in the orchard,-^' Afore 
I war at this speed,' quo' he, * I wad rather hae my tail 
cuttit off,' — he hadna the word weel said before he stepped 
hito a trap, which struck, and snapt off his tail — * It's a 
queer place this,' quo* he ; * ane canna speak a word but 
it is taen in nettle-earnest.' I' the same way is Brownie 
likely to guide you ; an' therefore, to prevent him taking 
you at your word, we*ll e*en gang an* begin the shearing 
oursels." 

Davie went in to seek out the hooks ; he knew there 
were half-a-dozen lying above the bed in the room where 
the spirit had been the night before. They were gone I 
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not a sickle was there ! — Davie returned, scratching his 
head, biting his lip, and looking steadily down to the 
ground. " It hasna been Kirky's ghost after a'," said he ; 
" it has been Brownie, or some o' his gang, borroinng 
our hooks." 

Davie lost all hope of working any great change in the 
country by dint of prayer. His feith, which never was 
great, gave way ; but yet he always said, that when he 
was hastuig up to the rash-bush in the little green gair 
that morning, to pray for the return of his master's ewes, 
it was at least equal to a grain of mustard-seed. 

About eight days after that, when the moon was in the 
WMie, the rest of Walter's com was all cut down in one 
night, and a part of the first safely stowed m the barn- 
yard. About the same time, too, the shepherds began to 
smear their flocks at a small sheep-house and fold, built 
for the purpose near to the forkings of the Chapel- 
hope-bum. It is a custom with them to mix as much 
tar with grease before they begin as they deem sufficient 
to smear all the sheep on the farm, or at least one hirsell 
of them. This the herds of Chapelhdpe did ; but, on 
the very second momihg after they began, they perceived 
that a good deal of their tar v^as wanting ; and judging 
that it had been stolen, they raised a terrible affiray about 
it with thdr neighbours of Riskinhope and Corse-cleuch. 
Folding no marks of it, old John Hoy said, " We must 
give it up, callants, for lost ; there is nae doubt but some 
of the fishers about Dryhope has stown it for fish-lights. 
There are a set of the terriblest poachers live there that's 
m all the Forest." 

In the afternoon John went out to the Ox-cleugh-head, 
to bring in a houseful of white sheep, and to his utter 
astonbhment saw that upwards of an hundred ewes had 
been smeared during the night, by the officious and un- 
wearied Brownie of Bodsbeck. ** The plague be in his 
fingers,*' quoth old John to himself, "gin he haena 
smeared crocks an' fat sheep, an' a' that has come in his 
way. This will never do." 

Though the very hairs of John's head stood, on comuig 
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near to the sheep that had been smeared by Brownie, yet 
seeing that his sensible dog Keilder was nothing afiaid 
of them, but managed them in the same way as he did 
other sheep, John grew by degrees less suspicious of them. 
He confessed, however, as he was shedding them from 
the white ones, that there was a ewe of Brownie's smear- 
ing came running by very near him, and he could not 
help giving a great jump out of her way. 

All shepherds are accused of indolence, and not, per- 
haps, without some reason. Though John dreaded as 
death all connexion with Brownie, yet he rejoiced at the 
progress they were likely to make in the smearing, for it 
is a dirty and laborious business, and he was glad byany 
means to get a share of it off his hands, especially as the 
season was so far advanced. So John took in to the fold 
twice as many sheep as they needed for their own smear- 
ing, put the crocks and the fat sheep out from among 
them, and left them in the house to their fate, taUng 
good care to be out of sight of the place before dait. 
Next morning a certain quantity of tar was again gone, 
and the sheep were all neatly smeared and keeled, and 
set to the hill. This practice the shepherds continued 
•throughout smearing-time, and whether they housed many 
or few at night, they were still all smeared and set to the 
hill again next morning. The smearing of Chapelhope 
was finished in less than one-third of its wonted time. 
Never was the labour of a farm accomplished with snch 
expedition and exactness, although there were none to 
work, to superintend, or direct it, but one simple maiden. 
It became the wonder and theme of the whole country, 
and has continued to be a standing winter evening tale to 
this day. Where is the cottager, dwelling between the 
Lowthers and Cheviot, who has not heard tell of the feats 
of the Brownie of Bodsbeck ? 
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CHAP. XIV. 

Walter was hardly used in prison for some time, but 
t last Drummelzier found means of rendering his situa- 
tion more tolerable. Several of his associates that were 
conducted with him from Dumfries died in jail ; he ssdd 
they seemed to have been forgotten both by the council 
and their friends, but they kept up so good a heart, and 
died with such apparent satisfaction, that he could scarcely 
be sorry for their release by death, though he acknow- 
ledged, that a happiness beyond the grave was always the 
last kind of happiness that he wished to his friends. His 
own trial was a fire-side theme for him as long as he lived, 
but he conlounded names, and law terms, and all, so much 
through other, that, were it given wholly in his own words, 
it would be unintelligible. It took place on the 12th of 
November, and Sir George Lockhart and Mr Alexander 
Hay were his counsel. His indictment bore, that he had 
shdtered on his farm a set of the most notorious and ir- 
reclaimable rebels in the whole realm ; that sundry of his 
mijesty's right honest liege subjects had been cruelly 
murdered there, very near to the prisoner's house, and a 
worthy curate in the immediate vicinity. It stated the 
immense quantity of victuals found in his house, and the 
numbers of fugitive whigs that were seen skulking in the 
boundaries of his farm ; and also how some false delin- 
quents were taken and executed there. 

Qavers was present, as he had a right to be when he 
desired it, and gave strong and decided evidence against 
him. The time had been, and not long agone, when, if 
the latter had manifested such sentiments against any one, 
it had been sufficient for his death-warrant ; but the killing 
time was now nearly over, and those in power were only 
instituting trials in order to hnpose heavy fines and penal- 
ties, that they might glean as much of the latter vintage of 
tliat rich harvest as possible, before the sickle was finally 
*"<^'ft from their grasj). Several witnesses were examined 
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to prove the above accusations, and among the rest Daniel 
Roy Macpherson, whose deposition was fair, manly, and 
candid. As soon as his examination was over, he came 
and placed himself near to Walter, who rejoiced to see 
him, and deemed that he saw in him the &ce of a firiend. 

Witnesses were next called to prove his striking Gap- 
tarn Bruce with his fist, and also tripping the heels from 
Ingles, and tossmg him over a steep, while in the dischaige 
of his duty, whereby he was rendered unable to proceed 
in the king's business. Walter, being himself examined 
on these points, confessed both, but tried to exculpate him- 
self as well as he could. 

" As to Bruce, my masters,** said he, <* I didna ken 
that he was a captain, or what he was ; he pu'd up his 
bit shabble of a sword an' dang off my bonnet, when I 
was a free man i* my ain ben-end. I likit jojfjs ae free- 
doms, as I had never been used wi' them, sae I took np 
my neive an' gae him a yank on the ha£^ till I gart hk 
bit brass cap rattle against the wa*. I wonder ye dinna 
ceete me too for nippin' Jock Graham's neck there, as he 
ca'd himsel, that day, an* his friend Tam Liviston-^There'a 
nae word o' that the day ! — Nah I but I could tell an I 
likit what I hae been put to a' this plague for.*' 

Here the advocate stopped him, by observing that he 
was wandering from the point in question, and his own 
counsel were always trembling for him when he began to 
speak for himself. Being asked what defence he had to 
offer for kicking and maltreating a king's officer in the 
discharge of his duty ? 

*' If it was that drunken dirt Ingles that ye mean," 
said Walter, *' I dinna ken what ye ca* a man's duty here, 
but it surely coudna be a duty, when my hands war tied 
ahint my back, to kick me i' the wame ; an' that*s what 
he was doing wi* a' his pith, whan I gart him flee heeb- 
ower-head like a batch o* skins.** 

Su: George MacKenzie and Dahrymple of Stair both 
laughed outright at this answer, and it was some time be- 
fore the business could pioeeed. S\i George Lockhart, 
however, compelled them to ie\\Tvc^\^ >i>cvft%^ ^^sN& ^ '^ 
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Mfa h P en t, on mooifaxA of the treatment offered to ibepru* 

oiier» and tbe trial jHoceeded on the chaigea prevkraily 

. HMi^itfoned, which werefoond rdevant. W^ter was utter. . 

ij oonfoonded at the defence made for him hj Sir Geoige 

LoflUuttl. ' He was wont to say, *' Aih, but he's a terrible 

def«r body yon Geordie Lookie: od, he kend mair about 

lae^ and malr that was in my jb¥0ur» than I did mys^* 

. . The condualon of this trial must be given in Waltei^s 

ivwa idirase. . " I pretendit to be very crouse, an' no ae 

jfa^ fou*d — ahaf 1 was unco leafdfor a' thai— ?I ooqdna 

iwally my spitHe for the hale day» an' I &nd a kind o' 

Iboat^ fbost, foofltin about my hnakit that I ooodna win 

fMBtb aira, Bui when the ciiield MacKensie began to 

4Uk thaglther the evidence agunst me, gude faith I thought 

fi wm a*, ower wi* me then ; I saw nae outgate, an' lost 

V. hq^; mdr than unce I tried to think o' auld Msron 

liaton an* the bairns, but I could think about naething, 

iir i thought th^ house was heaving up i* the tae side, 

fad ipaim tp whommel a* the judges an' jurymen on the 

lip 0* nie. He revertit aye to the evidence of Clerk the 

^ioDite^ wha bad said that I had a private correspondence 

.«^ the widgs, an' then he brought a' the ither pro<^ to 

bear upon that» till he made my guilt perfectly plain ; an* 

flilh I ooudna say that the chid guessed fieurwrang. Then 

WJ Lord, Moray, wha was head judge that day, was just 

SHm to address the jurymen, an* direct them to hang 

Mb when up gat Geordie Lockie again for the hindmost 

ijmm I (be had as mony links an* wimples in his tail as an 

cil, that body,) an* he argyed some point o' law that gart 

4H»n a* i^owr ; at last he said, that it was hard, on a 

pdnt of life an* death, to take the report of a man that 

vasna present to make oath to the information he had 

{i'en, which might be a slander to gain some selfish end ; 

*Qd he prayed, for the satisfaction of the jury, that his 

client might be examined on that point, (he caM me aye 

f eUeni, a name that I abhorred, for I didnaken the mean- 

w>g 0% but I trowed it meant nae good,) for, says he, he 

. bas answered very freely, and much to the point, a' that 

ye hae speered at him. I was just considering what I 

I. N 
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should say, but I could get nought to say ava, when I was 
startit wi' a loud Hem I just amaist at my elbow. I 
naturally liftit up my een, very stupit-like, I dare say, to 
see what it was ; and wha was it but the queer Highland 
chap, Roy Macpherson, makin* sic faces to me as ye never 
saw. I thought he was wanting to mak me recollect 
something, but what it was I coudna tell. I was dum- 
foundered sae, that when the judge put the question to 
me about Clerk I never answered a word, for I was fore- 
foughten wi' another thought. At length I mindit the 
daft advice that honest Macpherson gae me at parting with 
me in Dumfries, which was sic a ridiculous advice I had 
never thought o't mair. But now, thinks I to mysd, 
things canna be muckle waur wi* me ; the screw's come 
fairly to the neb o' the miresnipe now ; an* never had I 
better reason to be angry than at the base curate whom 
I had fed an' clad sae aften. Sae I musters a* my wrath 
up into my face, and when the judge, or the advocate, 
put the question again, I never heedit what it was, but 
set up my burses an' spak to them as they had been my 
herd callants. What the deil are ye a' after ? quoth L 
Curse the hale pack o' ye, do you think that auld 
Wat Laidlaw's a whig, or wad do aught against his king, 
or the laws o* his country ? They ken little about 
taat say sae ! I aince fought twa o' the best o' thei 
armed wi' swords, an' wi* nought but my staff I laid thei 
baith fiat at my feet ; an* had 1 ony twa o* ye on Chapel- 
hope-flow thegitlier, if ye dared to say that I was a wl 
or a traitor to my king, I wad let ye find strength o' 
for aince. Here the wily chap Geordie Lockie 8ti4>pi 
me in great agitation, and beggit me to keep my teis] 
and answer his lordship to the point, what d^ence I bad 
make agauist the information given by Clerk the 
He the wretch ! said I : he kens the contrair o' that ow« 
weel ; but he kend he wad be master an* msdr when ^hr:3e 
gat me away frae about the town. He wantit to whee^B^ ^ 
my wife out o* ilk thing she had, an* to kiss my daughtt^^r 
too, if he could. Vile brock I gin I war hame at Imin 
rU dad his head to the wa' ; ay, an* ony twa o* ye forb J* 
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qao' I, raising my voice, an' shaking that neive at them, 
— ony twa o' ye' that dare set up your faces an say 
that Tm a wh^ or a rebel. — A wheen d— -d rascals, that 
dinna ken what ye wad be at ! 

" The hale court was thunnerstruck, an' glowred at ane 
anither like wullcats. I gae a sklent wi' my ee to Daniel 
Roy Macpherson, an' he was leaned ower the back o* the 
seat, an' fa'n into a kink o' laughing. The hale crowd 
abiut us got up wi' a great hurrah I an' clappit their hands, 
an' I thought the fock war a' gaen mad thegither. As 
soon as there was a wee quiet, my lord the Earl o' Moray 
he speaks across to Clavers, an' he says : * This winua do, 
my lord ; that caiYs nae whig, nor naething akin to them. 
Gin that be nae a sound worthy man, I neyer saw ane, 
nor heard ane speak.* An* wi* that the croud shoutit an' 
chq^pit their hands again. I sat hinging my head then, 
an* looking very blate, but I was unco massy for a' that. 
They then spak amang themsels for five or sax minents, 
and they cried on my master Drummelzier, an' he gaed up 
an' crackit wi' them too ; an' at last the judge tauld me, 
that the prosecution agauist me was drappit for the present, 
an' that gin I could raise security for twa thousand merks, 
to ^>pear again if cited before the first of June, 1686, I 
WBs at liberty to go about my business. I thankit his 
lonlship ; but thinks I to mysel, ye're a wheen queer 
chaps I Ye shoot fock for praying an' reading the bible, 
an' whan ane curses an' damns ye, ye ca' him a true honest 
nan ! I wish ye be nae the deU's bairns, the halewort 
ff ye I Drummelzier an' Lockie cam' security for me at 
aince, an* away I sets for hame, as weel satisfied as ever 
I was a* my Itfe, that I mind o'. 

** Weel, when I came out to the closs at the back o' the 
prison, a' the fock croudit about me ; an' he shook hands wi' 
n»e ; an' the young chaps they hurra'd an' waved their caps, 
an* cried out, Ettrick Forest for ever ! — Auld Braid- Bon- 
net for ever, — hurra! An* I cam up the Lawn- Market, 
*n' down the Bow, wi* sic an army at my tail, as I liad 
^n gaun away to fight Boddell-Brigg ower again. 

*' 1 now begoud to think it wad be as weel to gie the 
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lads the slip, for my anny was gathering like a snaw-ln*, 
an' I little wist how sic a hobbleshue mi^t end ; sae I 
jinkit into Geordie Allan's, at the West-Port, where I 
had often been afore, when selling my eild ewes and cha- 
sers ; an' I whispered to them to keep out my sodgers, 
for there were too many of them for the house to baud ; 
but they not perfectly understanding my jest, I was not 
well entered ere I heard a loud altercation at the head o' 
the stair, an' the very first aith that I heard I knew it to 
be Macpherson." 

" Py Cot's preath, put she shall pe coing in ; were 
not she her friend and counshel ?' 

** You his counsel ? A Serjeant of dragoons his coun- 
sel? Tha^ winna do. He charged that nae sodgers 
should get in. Get aff wi* your Hieland impudence—* 
brazen-faced thief!" 

"Fat? Tief? Cot t — n y' mack-en dhu nabhaish! 
M*Leadle I — Trocho ! —Hollo I Cresorst I" 

" I ran to the door to take the enraged veteran in my 
arms, and welcome him as my best friend and adviser, 
but they had bolted the inner door in his &ce, throng 
which he had run his sword amaist to the hilt, an' he was 
tugging aa' pu'ing at it to get it out again, swearing a' the 
time like a true dragoon. I led him into my room, an' 
steekit the door o't, but there he stood wi* his feet aspcrr, 
and his drawn sword at arm's length ahint his badL, in 
act to make a lounge at the door, till he had exhausted a' 
his aiths, baith in Gaelic an* English, at the fock o* the 
house, and then he sheathed his sword, and there was use 
m^ur about it, 

" I speered what I could do to oblige him ?* 

''* Hu, not creat moach at hall, man ; only pe kifBng 
mc your hand. Py McTavish, More, put if you tit not 
stonish tem ! Vas not I peen telling you tat him's hearty 
curse pe te cood ?" 

" My certy," quo' I, " but ye did do that, or I wad 
never hae thought o't ; ye're an auld-farrant honest chie! ! 
I am sorry that I canna just now make ye sic a present 
as ye deserve ; but ye maun come out an' see me." 
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"Present! Poo, poo, poo! Teol more take te 
present tat pe coing petween friends, and she may have 
sharper works tan pe comg visits ; put not te more, she 
pe haifing small favour to seek." 

"Od, man," says I, "ye hae been the mean o' pre- 
serving my life, an' ye sanna ax a thing that Til refuse, 
e'en to my am doughter. An by the by, serjeant, gui 
ye want a good wife, an' a bonny ane, I'll gie ye sic a 
tocher wi' my Reatie, as never was gi'en wi' a farmer's 
iassie i' the Forest." 

" Hu ! CJot pe piessing you ! She hwf cot wife, and 
fery hexcellent boddach, with two childs after him." 

" What is it then, serjeant ? Gin the thing be in my 
power, ye hae naething ado but to say the word." 

" bo you know tat her nainsell pe coosin to yourself?" 
" Od, mail," quo' I, ** that's hardly possible, or else 
the taen o' us has come o the wrang side o' the blanket/ 
** Now do you just pe holding your paice for a fery less 
time, for you must halways pe spaik spaiking, without 
Wiowing ieA to say, unless I were putting it into your haid. 
I luuf tould ould Simon Glas Macrhimmon, who knows 
•II the pedigrees from the creation of the world, and he 
^8 that te Lheadles are Macphersons ; for, in the days 
^tfRory More of Ballindalloch and Invereshie, tere was te 
Gordons, who would pe making grheat prhogress on te 
^tttenach, and tere went down wit Strabogie of te clan 
Aiuiderson, and te clan Grhaham, and one LetuUoch Mac- 
pherson of Strathneshalloch, vit as bould a clan after her as 
Wyand mhore ; and they would pe toing creat might upon 
the Sassenach, and they would pe killing her in tousands, 
^ ten she cot crheat Ihands out of King Robert on te 
border, and Letulloch he had a whoule country to him- 
^^' But te people could not pe putting her nhame into 
*orts, and instead of Letulloch tey called her Leadlea.^ 
^d te Sassenach she called her Little^ so that all tese are 
<J' Macpherson, and you may pe te chief, and te forward 
*on of te crheat Strathneshalloch himself. Now tat 1 
^ould pe te tog, and te shame, and te tisgrhace, not to 
"<^lp my owhn poor clansman and prhother out o^ Xvi qnVv, 

N 2 



1 50 THE BROWNIE 

tat would pe worse eneuch ; and te ting tat I would pe 
asking of you is tis, tat you will always look upon a 
Mocpherson as a prhother untU te end of te world, and 
pe standing py her as long as tere is peing one trop of 
plood in your whole poty." 

" Gude faith, serjeant," says I, " I never was sae hap. 
py as to find, that the man to whom I hae been sae muckle 
obliged is sic a noble disinterested chiel $ an' there's my 
hand, Fll never gie up the cause of a Macpherson» if he's 
in the right." 

'* Hu ! Never mind your right I a clansman spesik, of the 
right ! Any man will stand py me when I am in te right, 
put wit a prhother I must always pe in te right. No 
right or wrong tere, ! — Poo, poo !" 

*< Od, man," quo' I, <* that's a stretch o' billyhood that 
I was never up to afore, but sin* ye sa/t, may I never 
see the Hermon Law again gif I winna stand by it. 
Come, then, we'll hae a stoup o' brandy, or a bottle o' 
wine thegither, for a parting cup." * 

•* Hu !— no, no ! None of your prandies or your wines 
for me ! — I must pe on duty in less than an hour, and I 
would not pe tasting any of your tamn prandies or wines. 
No, no ! — Cot pless you I — And should she never pe see- 
ing your face again, you will pe " 

*' He could say nae mair, for the muckle round tears 
were coming hopping down ower his weather-beaten cheek, 
but he gae my hand a hard squeeze an' a shake, an' brak 
out at the door ; an' that was my last sight of honest 
Daniel Roy Macpherson, a man that I hae met few like I 
I was tauld lang after, that he fell fighting like a lion 
against the Campbells, at the battle o' Killiecranky, and 
that, to the last day o' his life, he spake o' his kinsman, 
ould MacLeadle." 
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CHAPTER XV. 

Ir WIS on the inaiisplcioii^i night of Att-HaQow-eve, 

tla«| Walter anired again at his own house, after so long 

>Q alsence; bat some of the fiurmers of Bfanor- Water. 

fafe acquaintBDces, wees sp oveijoyed at sedng himeg^dn, 

tllat diiey persii&ded him to go in, taste of thdr cheer, 

*»d rdate Us adventures and his trial to them ; and so 

V>*ig fm he detahied hi this way, that it was dark before 

be left Ddkr-Bam ; yet so anxious was he to get home 

tQ Ui ihrnily, and all unconscious that it was HaUow-E'en 

^ihe pmi jubilee of the fairies and all the spirits of these 

^f^tmtabL te^QSfA, he set out on his journey homeward, 

^dOM thd dreary moors of M^ggat-dale. Walter found 

^uayftdl weD, for he knew every brae, height, and de- 

^ttvity by th<e way, and many delightful little dreams was 

'^ dieiiaUng in hiB heart, how he would surprise Maron 

^' the bahns by his arrival, and how extravagantly de- 

*%ted his excellait and generous dog Reaver would be ; 

ft^ he cAen said, " he had mair sense about tmn than 

^*liit was a beast's good right ;" but, above all, his mind 

^^«it moat on hisdear lassie Kate, as he called her. He 

^ been informed by Drummelzief of aU that she had 

^Oqe for him, who gave her a character so lugh before 

-*QBe friends of his who were present, that Walter never 

^'H JK> proud in his life, and he longed, with aU a father's 

^ttdneas, to clasp *< his bit dear kind-heartit lasde " again 

Whisarms. 

With all these delightful and exhilaratuig thoughts 
glowing in his breast, how could that wild and darksome 
^o^, or indeed any road, be tedious to our honest good- 
**ian? For, as to the evil spirits with whom his beloved 
Keatie was in conjunction, the idea had died away like a 
thing of the imaguiation, and he barely spent a though 
^pon it. He crossed the Meggat about eleven o'clock in 
^he night, just as the waning moon began to peep over 
Uie hills to the south-east of the lake,-^-but such scenes, 



152 THE BROWNIB 

and such adventures, are not worth a farthing, unless de- 
scribed and related in the language of the country to which 
they are peculiar. 

" I fand I was come agadn into the country o' the fiuries 
an' the spirits," said Walter ; "an there was nae deny- 
ing o't ; for when I saw the bit crookit moon come steal- 
ing o'er the kipps o' Bowerhope-Law, an' thraw her dead 
yeUaW light on the hills o' Meggat, I fand the very nature 
an' the heart within me changed. A' the hills on the tae 
side o' the loch war as dark as pitch, an' the tither aide 
had that ill-hued colour on't, as if they had been a' rowed 
in their winding sheets ; an' then the shadow o' the moon 
it gaed bobbing an' quivering up the loch foment me, like 
a streek o' cauld fire. In spite o' my teeth I turned eiry, 
an' the mair I feucht agsdnst it I grew the euryer, for 
whenever the spirits come near ane, that kind o' feeting 
comes on. 

** Weel, just as I was gaun round the end o' the Wed- 
der-Law, a wee bit aboon the head o' the Braken Wood, 
I sees a white thing on the road afore me. At the 
first it appeared to be gaun away, but at length I saw it 
coming nearer an' nearer me, keeping aye a little aboon 
the road till I came amsust close to it, an' then it stood 
stane-still an' glowred at me. What in the wide world 
can it be that is here at sic an untimely time o' night as 
this ? thinks I to mysel. However, I steps aye on, an* 
wasna gaun to mak nor meddle wi't ava, till at last, josl 
as I was gaun by, it says in a soft low voice, — ** Wow, 
friend, but ye gang late the night !" 

"Faith, no muckle later than yoursel," quo' I, "gin 
it be your will.' 

" O'er late on sic a night I" quoth the creature again ; 
" o'er late on Hallow-E'en, an' that ye will find." 

" It elyed away o'er the brow, an' I saw nae mair o't. 
" Lord sauf us !" quo' I to mysel, " is this Hallow-E'en? 
I wish I war safe at hame, or in amang Christian creatures 
o' ony kind ! — Or had I but my fine dog Reaver wi' mc, 
to let me ken wlien the fairies are coming near me — Good- 
ness to the day I I may be amang the mids o' theia 
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an ef«r Iken tvlial Fin ddng/ ^ A* the storiei thit ef«rr 
I iMird abooli ftiries in my life came Unkin.into mymiiid 
ow after aniUiv, and I almaist tlioiig^t I was already on 
9^ load to the Fiiiy land* an' to be paid away to heO* 
UbB a kaoe-codSf at the end o' aeven yean. I likit the 
baifiqg o' the aj^parilion I had met wif unco Dl, bat yet I 
had aome hopea that I was o'er mudde, an' o'er heavy 
iMA for the jGuries. Hoot, thbika I, what need I be aae 
ip«d.f They'll never take away ane o' my size to be a 
%h9<— -Od, I wad be the daftest-Jike fidry ever was seen, 
u f* I had naething for't but to stride on as fuitas I could, 
■i' on 1 amies tffl I comes to the bit brae at the dde o' 
^ Qs^deoch-Lea, an' there I heard something fisthng 
th^ brakens, an' making a kind o' wheenge, 
wfaeen^ng, tliat gait a' my heart loup to my 
miih; an' what was this Imt my poor dog Reaver, com- 
ing isreeping on lus wame, an' sae fain to meet me again 
te he liardly kend wiiat he was doing. I took him up 
iisj arms an' diqapit 1dm, an' said a' the kind tlungs to 
Ihi that I (iould, an' O dc a wark an' fidgetting as he 
Mel ' But yet I couldna help thinking there was a kind 
^ doofiiesa and mdancholy in his looks. What ails ye, 
learer man? quo' L I wish a' may be weel about 
tkapelliope tlie nigiit; but ye canna tell me that, poor 
ainr, or dse ye wad. He sometimes lickit my stocking 
^ hfci tmigue, an' sometimes my hand, but he wadna 
ptig away libre me as he used to do, cocking his tail sae 
a|iiiiiy.Gkie ; an' I feared aak that a' wasna right about 
liaiiie^ an' can hardly teU ony body how I felt, — Cock's 
4ii are aye their ain ! 

*' At length I cam' amaist close to the bit brow o' the 

Lang Bank that brought me in sight o' my ain house, but 

^hen I lookit ower my shoulder Reaver was fled. I 

grew fearder than ever, an' wistna what to think ; an' 

M* that I «ees a queer-like shapen thing standing 

straight on the road afore me. Now, thinks I, this 

ia the Brownie o' BodsVeck ; I wadna face him for a' the 

^vaiid ; I maun try to gie him the slip. Sae I slides aff 

ihe road, an' down a bit howe into the side o' the loch, 
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thinking I wad get up within the brae out o' aight o' hhA 
— But aha! there was he standing straight afore me on 
the shore. I clamb the brae again, and sae did he. Now, 
thinks I, his plan is first to pit me out o' my reason, an' 
then wear me into the loch and drown me ; 111 keep an 
open side wi' him. Sae up the hill I scrambles wi' a' my 
speed, an doun again, and up again, five or six times ; 
but still he keepit straight afore me. By this time I was 
come by degrees very near him, an' waxed quite desper- 
ate, an' desperation made me crouse. ' In the name o' 
God,' cries I, * what are ye that winna let me by to my 
ain house ?" 

"Did you see a woman on your way?" said the crea- 
ture in a deep solemn voice. 

** Yes, I "did," answered I. 

"Did she tell you any thing?" said the apparition 
again. 

" No," said I. 

*' Then I must," said the creature. " You go no nearer 
to your own house to-night." 

"Say you saer" said I; "but 111 gang to my ain 
house the night, though sax like you stood atween me 
an it. 

" I charge you," said the thing again, " that yon 
go not nearer to it. For your own sake, and the nktt 
of those that are dearest to you, go back the gate you 
came, and go not to that house." 

" An* pray wha may you be that's sae peremptory T 
said I. 

" A stranger here, but a friend to you, Laidlaw. Here 
you do not pass to-night." 

I never could bide to be braved a' my life. " Say yoQ 
sae, friend ?" quo' I ; " then let me tell ye, stand out 
o' my way ; or, be ye brownie or fairy — ^be ye ghaist, or 
be ye deil — in the might o' Heaven, I sail gie ye 
strength o' arm for aince ; an' here's a cudgel that nerer 
fell in vain." 

" So saying, I took my stick by the sma' end m bailh 
my hands, an' heaving it owcr my shoulder I cam' straight 
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on to the apparition, for I hardly kend what I was do- 
ing ; an' my faith it had gotten a paik I but it had mair 
sense than to risk it ; for when it saw that I was de- 
mentit, it e'en steppit quietly aff the road, and said, wi* 
a deep grane, " Ye're a wilfu' man, Laidkw, an* your 
wilfu'ness may be your undoing. Pass on your ways, and 
Heaven protect your senses." 

** I dredd sair I was doing wrang, but there was some- 
thing in my nature that wadna be contrairM ; sae by I 
iN^t, an* lookit full at the thing as I past. It had 
nonther face nor hands, nor head nor feet ; but there 
was it standing like a lang corn sack. L — d tak me, (as 
Seijeant Macpherson said,) if I kend whether I was . 
gaun on my feet or the crown o* my head. 

'* The first window that I came to was my ain, the 
ane o' that room where Maron and. I slept. I rappit at 
it wi' a rap that wont to be weel kend, but it was barred, 
an' a' was darkness and vacancy within. I tried every 
door and window alang the foreside o' the house, but a 
wi' the same effect. I rappit an' ca'd at them a', an' 
named every name that was in the house when I left it, 
but there was nouther voice, nor light, nor sound. 
' Lord have a care o' me !' said I to mysel, ' what's come 
o' a' my fock? Can Clavers hae been here in my 
absence an' taen them a' away ? or has the Brownie o' 
Bodsbeck eaten them up, stoop an' roop ? For a' that 
I hae wearied to see them, here I find my house left 
unto me desolate. This is a waesome welcome hame to 
a fasher, an' a husband, an' a master ! — O what will come 
o* pair auld Wat now ?' 

** The Auld Room was a place I never thought o' 
ganging to ; but no kenning what to mak o' mysel, round 
the west end o' the house I gaes towards the door o* the 
Auld Room. I soon saw through the seam atween the 
shutters that there was a light in it, an' kenning weel 
that there was a broken lozen, I edged back the shutter 
Rurally to see what was gaun on within — May never a 
father's e'e again see sic a sight as mine saw ! — There 
^as my dear, my only daughter Katharine, sitting on the 
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bed wi' a dead corpse on her knee, and her hands round 
its throat ; and there was the Bro?imie o* Bodsbeck, the 
ill-faurd, runkled, withered thing, wi* its eildron form 
and grey beard, standin at the bed side hauding the pale 
corpse by the hand. It had its tither hand liftit up, and 
was mutter, muttering some horrid spell, while a crew o* 
the same kind o' grizly bearded phantoms were standing 
round them. I had nae doubt but there had been a 
murder committit, and that a dissection was neist to take 
place ; and I was sae shockit that I was just gaun to roar 
out. I tried it twice, but I had tint my voice, and could 
do naething but gape. 

'* I now fand there was a kind o' swarf coming o'er 
me, for it came up, up, about my heart, an* up, up, o'er 
my temples, till it darkened my een ; an' I fand that if 
it met on the crown o' my head I was gane. Sae I 
thought it good, as lang as that wee master bit was sonnd, 
to make my escape, an* aff I ran, an* fell, an* fell, an* 
rase an' ran again. As Riskinhope was the nearest 
house, I fled for that, where I wakened Davie Tait ost 
o* his bed in an unco plight. When he saw that I was 
a' bedaubit wi' mire o'er head an' ears, (for I had fuin a 
hunder times,) it was impossible to tell wha o' us wss 
maist frightit. 

** Lord sauf us, goodman,'* quo* he, " are ye hangit ?" 

" Am I hangit, ye blockhead I" says I ; ** what do ye 
mean?" 

"I m-m-mean,** says Davie, "w-w-war ye ek-ek-«- 
ecute?" 

** Dinna be feard for an auld acqudntance, Daviet" 
quo' I, ** though he comes to you in this guise." 

'* Guise !** said Davie, staring, and gaspmg for breith 
— " Gui-gui-guise I Then it se-e-e-eems ye are detdT 

" Gin I were dead, ye fool,** quoth I, " how couU I 
be here ? Give me your hand.** 

•• Uh-uh-uh-uuuh !" cried Davie, as I wore him up ♦ 
the nook, and took hand o' his hand by force. " ^ 
goodman, ye are flesh and blude yet! But yc* 
cauld an* ugsome !** 
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;," quoth I, " bring me a drink, for I hae seen 
komething o'er-bye, an* Fm hardly just mysel." 

Davie ran and brought me a hale bowie-fh* o' milk. * ' Tak 
1 gude waught, goodman,** quo' he, '* an' dinna be dis- 
Dounged. Ye maun lay your account to see and hear baith, 
3ie thfaigs as ye never saw or heard afore, gin ye be gaun 
to bide here. Ye needna wonder that I thought ye war 
dead, — the dead are as rife here now as the living— -4hey 
gnig amang us, work amang us, an' speak to us; an' 
tliem that we ken to be half-rotten i' then: graves, come 
an' visit our fire-sides at the howe o' the night. There 
hae been sad doings here sin ye gaed away, goodman !" 

'* Sad doings I fear, indeed, Davie !" says I. *' Can 
ye tell me what's become o* a* my family T* 

" Troth can I, goodman. Your family are a' weel. 
Keatie's at hame her lievahlane, an' carrying on a' the 
wark o' the hxm as weel as there war a hunder wi' her. 
Your twa sons an* auld Nanny bide here ; an' the honest 
godewife hersel she's away to Gilmanscleuch. But oh, 
godeman, there are sad things gaun on o'er-by yonder ; 
an' mony a ane thbiks it will hae a black an' a dreadfu' 
end. Sit down an' thraw aff your dirty claes, an' tell 
us what ye hae seen the night." 

^ Na, na, Davie I unless I get some explanation, the 
thSng that I hae seen the night maun be lockit up in this 
breast, an' be carried to the grave wi' it. But, Davie, 
Tm onco ill ; the cauld sweat is brekking on me frae 
head to foot. I'm feared I gang away athegither." 

" Wow, gudeman, what can be done ?" quo' Davie. 
** Think ye we sudna tak the beuk ?" 

" I was sae faintish 1 couldna arguy wi' the fool, au' 
ere ever I wist he has my bonnet whuppit afi^, and is 
booling at a sawm ; and when that was done, to the 
prayin' he fa's, an' sic nonsense I never heard prayed a' 
my life. I'll be a rogue gin he wasna speakin' to his 
Maker as he had been his neighbour herd ; an' then he 
was baith fleetching an* fighting wi* him. However, I 
come something to mysel again, au' Davie he thought 
proper to iiscribe it a' to his bit ragabash prayer*" 

J. o 



158 THE BROWNIE 

Walter spent a restless and a troubled morning .till 
daylight, and Davie said, that wearied as he. was, he 
believed he never closed his een, for he heard him fre- 
quently turning in the bed, -and moaning to himself; 
and he heard him once saying, with deep sighs as if 
weeping, — " O my poor Keatie Laidlaw ! what is to be« 
come o* her ! My poor lost, misled lassie ! . W&'es my 
heart for her ! I fear she is ruined for this world— an' 
for the aftercome, I dare hardly venture to think about 
it I — O wae's me for my poor luckless bairn !** 



CHAP. XVL 

Next morning Walter and his two sons, and old 
Nanny, went all over to Chapelhope together, just as the 
cows came to the lone ; and the farmer was sundry times 
remarking by the way that '' daylight had mony een !" 
The truth was, that the phantoms of superstition had io 
a measure fled with the shadows of the night, which they 
seldom fail to do. They, indeed, remain in the bosom, 
hid, as it were, in embryo, ready to be embodied again 
at the fall of the long shadow in the moon-light, or the 
evening tale round the fading embers ; but Walter at this 
time, perhaps, regarded the visions of last night as dreams 
scarcely remembered, and less believed, and things wiiich 
in the open day he would have been ashamed to have 
acknowledged. 

Katharine had begun a milking, but when she behdd 
her father coming across the meadow, she left her leglen 
and ran home. Perhaps it was to put his little parlour 
in order, for no one of the family had set foot within 
that house but herself for three weeks — or perhaps die 
did not choose that their meeting should be witnessed by 
other eyes. In short, she had something of importance 
to put to rights — for home she ran with great haste ; and 
Walter, putting his sons to some work to detain than, 
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followed her all alone. He stepped into the parlour, but 
DO one being there, he sat down on his elbow chair, and 
begoB. to look about him. In a few seconds his daughter. 
entered— -flung herself on her father's knee and bosom- — 
dasped her arms about his neck — kissed him, and shed 
a flood of tears on his breast. At first he felt somewhat 
startled at her embi:ace, and his arms made a feeble and 
involuntary efibrt to press her away from him ; but she 
grew to him the closer, and welcomed him home with 
such a burst of filial affection and tenderness, that nature 
in a short time regained her empire over the father's 
heart; and there was to be seen old Walter with his 
large hands pressing her slender waist, keeping her at a 
little distance from him on his knee, and looking sted- 
fasHy in her face, with the large tear rolling in his eye. 
It was such a look as one sometimes takes of the corpse 
of one that was dearly beloved in life. Well did she 
read this look, for she had the eye of the eagle for dis- 
cemment; but she hid her face again on his shoulder, 
and endeavoured, by familiar inquiries, to wean him in- 
sensibly from his reserve, and draw him into his wonted 
freedom of conversation with her. 

" Ye ken o'er weel," said he at length, " how deep a 
hand ye hae o* this heart, Keatie. Ye're my ain bairn 
sUll, and ye hae don^ muckle for my life — but" 

•* Muckle for your life !" said s?he, interrupting him — 
** I have been but too remiss. I have regretted every 
boor that I was not with you attending you in prison, 
administering to all my father's wants, and helping to 
make the time of bondage and suspense pass over more 
lightsomely ; but grievous circumstances have prevented 
me. I have had sad doings here since you went away, 
my dear father — there is not a feeling that can rack the 
human heart has not been my share. But I will con- 
fess all my errors to my father, fall at his knees, and beg 
his forgiveness — ay, and I hope to receive it too." 

" The sooner ye do sae the better then, Keatie," said 
he—** 1 was here last night, an' saw a sight that was 
enough to turn a father's heart to stane." 
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*' You were here last night T said she emphaticiny, 
while her eyes were fixed on the ground-^*' You weie 
here last night I Oh I what shall become of me T* 

*' Ay, weel may ye say sae, poor lost and undone crei* 
ture ! I was here last night, though worn back by soqieo' 
your infemals, an' saw ye in the nudso' your dreadfu'gUM^ 
wi' a* your bike o' hell round about ye. I watna what your 
confession and explanation may do ; but without these I hat 
sworn to myself, and 111 keep my cdth, that you and I shall 
never night thegither again in the same house, nor the sune 
part o' the country — ay, though it should bring down ny 
grey hairs wi' sorrow to the grave. Til keep that ttth." 

*' I fear it will turn out a rash vow," said 8he» ''and 
one that we may all repent to the last day that we hafO 
to live. There is danger and jeopardy in the businesif 
and it is connected with the lives and souls of men ; there- 
fore, before we proceed farther in it, relate to me all tiie 
circumstances of your trial, and hy what means you are 
liberated." 

"I'll do that cheerfully," said Walter, "gin it war but 
to teach you compliance." 

He then went over all the circumstances of his extra- 
ordinary trial, and the conditions on which he was dis- 
charged ; and ended by requiring her positively to give 
him the promised explanation. 

"So you are only then out on bail," said she, "and 
Uable to be cited again on the same charges ?^ 

" No more," was the reply. 

" It is not then tune yet for my disclosure,'' sud she; 
** and no power on earth shall wring it from me ; there- 
fore, my dear father, let me beg of you to urge yonr 
request no farther, that I may not be under the paioAil 
necessity of refusing you agsdn." 

" I hae tauld ye my determination, Keatie,*" returned 
he ; "an* ye ken I'm no very apt to alter. If- 1 should 
bind ye in a cart wi' my dn hands, ye shall leave Chapel- 
hope the n]a;ht, unless ye can avert that by explaining 
your connections to me. ku n^Yv-^ ^•cyoNsi '^^ no?— 
Things can never appear vjaux to m-^ TeSBA^Qc«BL^k«\«fe 
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Just now — If hell itself Kad been ' opened '. to my e'e an 

X had seen, you ane 'o': the ihtnates, I coudna hae been 

Oiair astoundit than t wais.yestreien. . Til send ye to Edin- 

I>iiigh, an' get ye safely put up there, for 1 canna brook 

filings ony latiger in this, state. I winna hae my family 

<^c»ttered^ an' made* a: by^wbrd and an. astonishment to 

*^e hale country this gate — Outher tell me the meaning 

*t, or lay your aJccount to' leave your father's house this 

for even" * • 

••-You do, not know. what, you ask, father — ^the thing 

impossible. Was ever a poor creature so hard bestead 1 

XVill not you allow me a few days to prepare for such a 

<icparture?" : . 

".No ae^y,.nor.ae hour either, Kate. Ye see this 

% situation o' things that canna be tholed ony langer." 

' She 'sat down as: if in deep meditation, : but she neither 

^uibbed nor wept.. ;** You are only out on bail," said she, 

■^^ and liable to be tried again oh ' the same grounds of 

charge?" 

'• Ay, nae .mair,*' said Walter ; " but what need ye 

^larp on that? I'm safe enough. I. forgot to tell you 

that, the judges were sae thoroughly convinced of my 

loyalty Bad soundness, (sis they ca'd ,it) that they wadna 

}isk me to the vote of a jury ; an' that the bit security 

they sought was naething but a mere sham to get . honr 

ourably quit of me. I was likewise tauld by ane that kens 

unco weel, that the king has gotten ither tow to tease 

than persecuting whigs ony langer, an' that there will 

soon be. an order put out of a very different . nature. 

There is never to be mair blood shed on account of the 

covenanted reformation in Scotland." 

When Walter began his speech, his daughter lifted up 
her downcast eyes, and fixed them on his face with a look 
that manifested a kind of hopeless apathy ; but as he adi- 
vanced, their orbs enlarged, and beamed with a radiance 
as if she had been some superior intelligence. She did 
not breathe— or, if she did, it stole imperceptibly from 
between her parted ruby lips. •* Wliat did you say, my 
dear father ?" said she. 

o 2 
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« What did 1 say T repeated Walter, astoniahed ttKI 
nettled at the question — " What the deU was i- yonr \a^ 
that ye didna hear what I said? I'm sure I spake ouL 
Ye are thinking o* something else, Kate.** 

" Be so . good as repeat every word that you and 
over again," sud she, '* Imd tell me wherioe you diev 
your inteliigence.** 

Walter did so ; repeating it in still stronger and more 
energetic language than he had done before, mentioiiiiig 
at the same time how he had his information* which ooaU 
not be doubted. 

*' It is enough, my dear father,** said she. "Say ndl 
another word about it. I will lay open all my cnon to 
my fiither this instant— come with me, and I wiU show 
you a sight!" 

As she said this, she put her arm in her fiitfieili to 
lead him away; but Walter looked about him witht 
suspicious and startled eye, and drew somewhat back. 

** You must go instantly/' continued she, ** there is no 
time so fit ; and whatever you may see or hear, be not 
alarmed, but follow me, and do as I bid yon." 

" Nane o' your cantrips wi* me, Kate," said Walter— 
" I see your drift weel eneugh, but yell find younel 
disappomtit. I hae lang expectit it wad come to this; 
but I'm determined against it." 

" Determined against what, my dear father?" 

" Ye want to mak a warlock o' me, ye imp o* mis- 
chief," said Walter ; " but I hae taen up my resolution 
there, an' a' the temptations o' Satan sanna shake it 
Nah I Gudefaith, auld Wat o' the Chapelhope's no gum 
to be led away by the lug an' the horn to the deil thii 
gate." 

Katharine's mien had a tmt of nuyesty in it, but it wi> 
naturally serious. She scarcely ever laughed, and but 
seldom smiled ; but when she did so, the whole soul of 
delight beamed in it. Her face was like a dark sunmer 
d&y, when the clouds are Viigh and majestic, and the lights 
on the valley mellowed mto \)ea»XY. "^vt va^^^msb^te > 
a fairy blink of the sun shed t\iiQ«^^^«R» '^^ofta^'^*^ 
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wfaicb, there is nothing in nature that I know of so en. 
Bv^niiig and beauUfuL It was irresistible ;-r-and such a 
smile beamed on her benign countenance, when she heard 
her Other's wild: suspicions expi^essed in suph a blunt and 
anjent way; but it cc^quered them aU< — ^he went away 
with her rather abashed,and without ut.termg another word. 

They wplked arm in arm up by the side of the bum, 
ap4 w^e soon ojLit of 'fflght of ^anny and the boys. 
Walter was busy all the wi^y trying to form some con- 
jecture what 4he g^l meant, and what wasto be the issue 
of thisadventure, and b^an to inspect that his old friends, 
ihe Covenant men, were some way or other connected 
"Wilh it ; that it was they, :perhaps, who had the power of 
laising those spirits by which his dwelling had been so 
grievously Jhaunted, for. he had heard wonderful things of 
Ihem. Still there was no co-indication of circumstances 
in any of the calculations that he was able to make, 
lor his house had been haunted by Brownie and his 
toibe long ere he fell in with the fugitive Covenanters. 
None of them had ever given him the least hint about 
the matter, or the smallest key to it, which he believed 
they would have done ; nor had he ever mentioned a 
noid of his connection with them to one of his family, or 
indeed to'any one living. Few were the words that passed 
between the father and daughter in the course of that 
walk, but it was not of long duration. 

They soon came to the precipitate linn on the South 
Grain, where the soldiers had been shun. Katharine 
being a little way before, begosi to scramble across the 
Uee ai the rock by a path that was hardly perceptible. 
Walter called after her, *' Where are ye gaun, Keatie ? 
It's impossible to win yont there — ^there's no outgate for 
a mouse." 

••• We win try," answered she ; ** it is perhaps not 
90 bad as it looks — Follow me — you have nothmg to 
fear.** 

Walter followed ; for however much he was offiti^Xe^ 
£t»!> hwvmks, and fairies, and dead corpses, axv^ tiXlL ^^^^^ 
tmful kmd cf things, he was no cowaid axnotig to<^ v^^ 
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precipices. They soon reached a little dass in the tiMHe 
of the linn, or what an Engliishman would call a small land- 
ing-place. Herie she paused till her' father reached ho*, 
and pouited out to him the singularity = of thdr situatidii, 
with the biim roaring far' below their feet, iihd'^Cheroek 
fairly overhanging them above. 

*' Is it not a romantic ahd tremendous spot ?** said she. 

"It is that !" said Walter, "an» Ib^lieveyouand I 
are the first that ever stood on' it.*' '■ 

'^ Well, this is the end of our journey," said she ; and, 
turning about,' she began 'to pull at a bush of heath that 
grew between two rocks. " . 

" What can She be gaun to do wi* the heather r 
thought Walter to himself, when instantly a xioor opened, 
and showed a cavern that led itito the hill. '. It was a 
door wattled with green heath; With the tops turned out- 
ward so exactly, that' it w4S' impossible for : any one to 
know but that it was a bush of natural heftth growing in 
the interstice. ** Follow me, my dear- father,** said she, 
" you have still nothing to fear ;" and so saying she entered 
swiftly in a stooping posture. Walter followed, but hii 
huge size precluded the possibility^ of his walking others 
wise than on all fours, and in that mode he fairly essayed 
to follow his mysterious child ; but the path winded— liis 
daughter was quite gone — and the door closed behind 
him, for it was so constructed as to close of itself^ and 
as Walter expressed it,-—" There was he left, gaun boring 
into the hill like a moiidiwort, in utter darkness.**. The 
consequence of all this was, that Walter's courage ftiriy 
gave way, and by an awkward retrograde motion, he made 
all the haste he was able back to the light. — He stood 
on the shelve of the rock at the door for several minutes 
in confused consternation, saying to himself, ** What ui 
the wide world is com'd o' the wench ? I believe sh^ fa 
gane away down into the pit bodily, an' thought to ^Oe 
me after her ; or into the heart of the hill, to some en- 
cbantit cave, amang her brownies, an' fairies, an' hobgob- 
litis. Gudeness have a care c? me, ^e^^x\«»i^hft 
like o' this I" Thea losing oXV ^^:vetvie»\« q\«vns^ "^ 
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^oot, set in his head, and bellowed out, — ** Hollo, lassie! 
^Whai^ oom'd o* ye ? Keatie Laidlaw— HoUo I" He 
^^^ heard footsteps i^proaching, and took shelter behind 
^e door, with liis back leaning to the rock, in case of 
^y sudden suipiise, but it was only his daughter, who 
.^'^Ided him gently for his timidity and want of confidence 
''^ her, and asked how he could be frightened to go where 
j^ ^y girl, his own child, led the way ? adding, that if 
^ desired the mystery that had so long involved her fate 
!^d behaviour to be cleared up, he behoved to enter and 
^Ikw her, or to remain in the dark for ever. Thus ad- 
r^onished, Walter again screwed his courage to the stick- 
^^ place, and entered in order to explore this mysterious 
^^▼e, following dose to his daughter, who led hun all the 
^'^y by the collar of the coat as he crept. The entrance 
^^^ long and irregular, and in one place very narrow, the 
^f)of being supported here and there by logs of burch and 
^Ider. They came at length into the body of the cave, 
l^ut it was so dimly lighted from above, the vent bemg 
^uiposdy made among rough heath, which in part over. 
bung and hid it from view without, that Walter was al- 
%ii06t in the middle of it ere ever he was aware, and still 
tsreeping on his hands and knees. His daughter at last 
stopped short, on which he lifted his eyes, and saw indis- 
tincUy the boundaries of the cave, and a number of figures 
vtan^dng all around ready to receive him. The light, as 
I 8aid» entered straight from above, and striking on the 
caps, and bonnets which they wore on their heads, these 
shaded their faces, and they appeared to our amazed good- 
man so many blackamoors, with long shaggy beards and 
locks, and their garments as it were falling from their 
bodies piece-meal. On the one side, right over against 
him, stood a coffin, raised a little on two stones ; and on 
the other side, on a couch of rushes, lay two bodies that 
seemed already dead, or just in the last stage of existence ; 
and, at the upper end, on a kind of wicker chair, sat an- 
other pale emaciated figure, with his feet and legs wrapl 
up in flannel, a napkin about his head, and his body 
wrapped in an old duffel cloak that had once belonged 
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to Walter himself. Walter's vitals Were cdinost hated 
up by the sight,- — ^he uttered a hollow exdamatioh, some- 
thing like the beginning of a prayer, and attempted again 
to make his escape, but he mistook the entrance, and 
groped against the . dark corner of the ■ cavern. His 
daughter pulled him by the arm, entreating him to stay, 
and addressing the inmates of that horrid den, she desired 
them to speak to her father, and explain the circumstanees 
of their case, for he was still bewildered,' and the scene 
was too much for him to bear. 

" That we will do joyfully," said one, in a strong in- 
telligent voice. 

Walter turned his eyes on the speaker, and who wis 
it but the redoubted Brownie of Bodsbeck, so often men- 
tioned before, in all his native deformity ; while the thing 
in the form of a broad bonnet that he wore on his head, 
kept his features, grey locks and beard, wholly in t^e 
shade; and, as he approached Walter, he appeared a be- 
ing without any definitive form or feature. The latter 
was now standing on his feet, with his back leaning against 
the rock that formed the one iside of the cave, and breathing 
so loud, that every whiff sounded in the cavemed arches 
like the rush of the winter wind whistling through the 
crevices of the casement. 

Brownie approached him, followed by others. • 

^ "Be not alarmed, goodman," said the creature, in the 

same solemn and powerful voice ; '* you see none here but 

fellow-creatures and Christians — ^none who will not be happy 

to bestow on you their blessing, and welcotne you as aiather.* 

He stretched forth his hand to take hold of our good- 
man's. It was bent to his side as by a spasm, and at the 
same time a volley of breath came forth from his cs^Nidons 
chest with such a rush, that it was actually like the snoit 
of a horse that is frightened in the dark.- The Brownie, 
however, laid hold of it, stiff as it was,. and gave it t 
squeeze and a hearty shake. ** You are welcome, sir r 
continued the shapeless mass, ** to our dismal habitation. 
May the God of heaven pail\c\3\at\^ \^«a& '^«>\ ycw ^^^sMt 
Ja/nili^, and in all youi ot\ieT coivewtisV* 
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The naming of this name dispelled Walter*s wild appre* 

'letisions like a charm» for though he was no devotee^ 

yet his mind had a strong bias to the" superstitions of the 

^^untry in which he was bred ; therefore this benediction, 

Pt'onounced in such a tone of ardour and sublimity of 

^^eling, had a powerful effect on his mind. But the cir- 

^^ instance that proved the most effective of all, was per- 

*^^p8 the sensible assurance gamed by the shaking of hands, 

**iat Brownie was really and truly a corporeal being. 

^Valter now held out his hand to all the rest as they came 

^^rward one by one, and shook hands heartily with them 

^1.1, while every one of them blessed him in the name of 

^Vieir Maker or Redeemer. Walter was still involved in 

^^ystery, and all this while he had never uttered a word 

^^lat any man could make meaning of ; and after they had 

^ll shook hands with him, he looked at the coffin ; then 

^^4 the figures on the couch ; then at the pale wretch on 

^lie wicker-seat. and then at the coffin again. 

** Let us fuUy understand one another,'* said ELathar- 
^^6:. " Pray, Brown, be so good as detedl the circum- 
stances of this party as shortly as you can to my father, 
Cor, as is naturd, he is still perplexed and bewildered.'' 

" You see here, before you, sir," said the little hunch- 
l^acked figure, " a wretched remnant of that long perse- 
^^uted, and now nearly annihilated sect, the covenanted 
^efonners of the west of Scotland. We were expelled 
Crom our homes, and at last hunted from our.native moun- 
'^uns like wolves, for none of our friends durst shelter 
^ny of us on their grounds, on pain of death. Even the 
^est of the persecuted disowned us, and became out 
adversaries, because our tenets were more stern and se- 
"Vere than theirs ; for we acted on the principle of retali- 
ation as far as it lay in our power, holding that to be in 
^x)nsistency with the laws of God and man ; therefore 
"Were we expelled from their society, which indeed we 
<lisdained. 

** We first came to Bodsbeck, where we got shelter for 
a few weeks. It was there that I was first supposed by 
the menials, who chanced to see me, to be a Brownie, 
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and that superstitious idea the tenant thought meet to Im- 
prove for our safety, but on the approach of Lag*8peoid6 
he dismissed us. 'We then fled to LeithenhaH, from 
whence in a few days we were again compdled to fly ; 
and at last came to this wild, the only place in the aoi^ 
that soldiers had never searched, or could search with 
any degree of success. After much labour we completed 
this cave, throwing the stuff 4nto the torrent below» so 
that the most minute investigator could not distingnyi 
the smallest difference in the linn, or fetce of the prec^iice ; 
and here we deemed we might Uve for years without be- 
ing discovered ; and here we determined to live, till God 
should see fit, in his own good time, to send some rdief 
to his persecuted church in these lands. 

** But alas, the worst evil of all awaited us I We sol^ 
sisted for a considerable time by brining victuals over 
night from a great distance, but even the means of ob* 
taining these failed us ; so that frmdne, and the dampnea 
of the sdr here, we being compelled to lie inactive In the 
bowels of the earth for days and nights together, brought 
on us a malignant and pestilential fever. In three days 
from its first appearmg, one half of our number were lying 
unable to move, or lift an eye. What could we do? 
The remnant could not fly, and leave their sick and woun- 
ded brethren to perish here unseen. We were unable 
to carry them away viith us, and if we had, we had no 
place to which we could have conveyed them. We dunt 
not apply to you, for if you had taken pity on us, we 
knew it would cost you your life, and be the means of 
bereaving your family of all your well-earned wealth. Ib 
this great extremity, as a last resource, I watched sa 
opportunity, and laid our deplorable case before that dear 
maid, your daughter — Forgive these tears, sir ; you see 
every eye around fills at mention of her name-— She 
been our guardian angel — She has, under Afanighly ' 
Providence, saved the lives of the whole party before 
-^as supplied us vnth food, cordials, and medicines : 
beds, and with clothing, all from her own circumscribe^^ 
resources. For us she has braved every danger, and 
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fered ef ery privation ; the dereliction of her parents, and 
the obloqay of the whole country. That young man, 
whom you see sitting on the wicker chair there, is my 
only ninriving son of five — he was past hope when she 
found him— >-&8t posting to the last goal— her unwearied 
eve end attentions liave restored him ; he is again in a 
■tete of convalescence — O may the Eternal God reward 
^ for wliat she has done to him and us I 

** Only one out of all the distressed and hopeless party 
^ perished, he whose hody lies in that coffin. He was 
* bit?e, noble, and pious youth, and the son of a worthy 
S^ifleiDan. When our dear nurse and physician found 
yeor house deserted by all but herself, she took him home 
to a bed in that house, where she attended him for the 
Ivt seven days of his life with more than filial care. He 
c^ioed last night at midnight, amid our prayers and sup- 
F^Kitions to heaven in his behalf, while that dear saint 
*9ported his head in his dying moments, and shed the 
te of affliction over his lifeless form. She made the 
PWc^othes from her own scanty stock of linen — tied her 
^ kirn napkin round the head ; and ** 

Here Walter could contain himself no longer ; he burst 
^ a crying, and sobbed like a child. 

" An' has my Keatie done a' this ?" he said, in a loud 
""oken voice — *** Has my woman done a* this, an' yet me 
^ voqpeet her, an' be harsh till her ? I might hae kend 
7^ better !" continued he, taking her in his arms, and 
^'^bg her cheek again and again. " But she shall hae 
^ tSSk gowns, an' ten satin anes, for the bit linen she 
'^ bestowed on sic an occasion, an' a' that she has wared 
^ ye ril make up to her a hunder an' fifty fauld." 

'* my dear father,** said she, ** you know not what 
* have suffered for fear of having offended you ; for I 
'^Ould not forget that their principles, both civil and reli- 
Wons, were the opposite of yours — that they were on the 
'Averse side to you and my mother, as well as the govern- 
ment of the country." 

" Deil care what side they war on, Kate !" cried Wal- 
*^. in the same vehement voice ; **ye hae taea the side 

I. p 
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o* human nature ; the suffermg and the humble side, aii* 
tlie side o' feelmg, my woman, that bodes best m a yooiig 
unexperienced thmg to tak. It is better than to do like 
yon bits o* gillfiirts about Edinburgh ; poor shilly-shally 
milk-an*-water things ! G'm ye but saw how they cock up 
their noses at a whig, an' thraw their bits o' gabs ; an' 
downa bide to look at aught, or hear tell o' aught, that 
isna i' the tap fashion. Ye hae done very right, my good 
lassie— od, I wadna gie ye for. the hale o' them, an they 
war a' hung in a strap like ingans/' 

" Then, father, since you approve, I am happy. I have 
no care now save for these two poor men on that couch, 
who are yet far from being out of danger." 

'* Gudeness guide us I" said Walter, turning about, *' I 
thought they had been twa dead corpse. But now, when 
my een are used to the light o' the place, I see the chaps 
are living, an' no that unlife-Iike, as a body may say." 

He went up to them, spoke to them kindly, took their 
wan bleached sinewy hands hi his, and said, he feared they 
were still very ill? 

" Better than we have been," was the reply — ** Better 
than we have been, goodman. Thanks to you and 
yours." 

" Dear father," said Klatharine, ** I think if they were 
removed down to Chapelhope, to dry comfortable lodgings* 
and had more regular diet, and better attendance, ihpx 
health might soon be re-established. Now that you d6ein 
the danger over, will you suffer me to have them carried 
down there?" 

" Will I no, Kate ? My faith, they shall hae the twi 
best beds i' the house, if Maron an' me should sleep ii 
the barn I An' ye sal hae naething ado but to attend 
them, an' nurse them late an' aire ; an' 111 gar MaroD 
Linton attend them too, an* she^ll rhame o'er bladds o' 
scripture to them, an* they'll soon get aboon this bit dwamn* 
Od, if outher gude fare or drogs will do it. Til hae tbem 
playin' at the pennystane wi' Davie Tait, an* prayin' ^'' 
him at night, in less than twa weeks." 

•* Goodman," said old Brown, (for this celebrated 
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Brownie was no other than the noted Mr John Brown, 
4he goodman of Caldwell) — " Goodman, well may you be 
proad Ihis day, and well may you be uplifted in heart on 
account of your daughter. The more I see and hear of 
her, the more am I struck with admiration ; and I am per- 
suaded of thifi, that, let your past life have been as it may, 
the Almighty will bless and prosper you on account of 
that maid. The sedateness of her counsels, and the qual- 
ities of her heart, have utterly astonished me — She has 
all the strength of mind, and energy of the bravest of men, 
blent with all the softness, delicacy, and tenderness of 
feminity — Neither danger nor distress can overpower her 
mind for a moment — ^tenderness does it at once. If ever 
an angel appeared on earth in the form of woman, it is in 
that of your daughter.** — 

" I wish ye wad baud your tongue,** said Walter, who 
stood hanging his head, and sobbing aloud. The large 
tears were not now dropping from his eyes — they were 
trickUng in torrents. ** I wish ye wad hand your tongue, 
an* no mak me ower proud o' her. She's weel eneugh, 

pair woman It's a — It's a shame for a great muckle 

luld fool like me to be booin an' greetin like a bairn this 
gate ! — but deil tak the doer gin I can help it ! — I watna 
what*s ta'en me the day I — She's weel eneugh, puir lassie. 
I daresay I never learned her ony ill, but I little wat 
where she has gotten a* the gude qualities ye brag sae 
muckle o', unless it hae been frae Heaven in gude earnest ; 
lor I wat weel, she has been brought up but in a ram- 
stamphish hamely kind o' way wi* Maron an' mt. — But 
come, come ! let us be done wi* this fuffing an' blawing 
o' noses, an' making o' wry faces. Row the twa puir sick 
lads weel up, an' bring them down in the bed-claes to 
my house. An* d'ye hear, callants — gudesake get your 
b€»Eirds clippit or shaven a wee, an* be something warld- 
like, an* come a' down to Chapelhope ; TU kill the best 
wedder on the Hennon-Law, an* we shall a' dine heartily 
thegither for aince ; I'll get ower Davie Tait to say tlie 
jn"ace, an' we'll be as merry as the times will allow." 

They accepted the invitation, with many expressions 
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of gratittide and thankfulness, and the rays of hope onefe 
more enlightened the dejected Countenances that had ao 
long been overshadowed with the gloom of despair. 

<* But there's ae thing, callants,** said Walter, ''that 
has astonished me, an' I canna help speering. Where 
got ye the coffin sae readily for the man that died last 
night r 

'* That coffin,** said Brown, ''was brought. here one 
night by the friends of one of the men whom CSaTeia 
caused to be shot on the other side of the ridge there, 
which you saw. The bodies were buried ere they came ; 
it grew day on them, and they left it ; so, for the sake 
of concealment, we brought it into our cave. It has been 
useful to us; for when the wretched tinker fell down 
among us from that gap, while we were at evening wor4> 
ship, we pinioned him in the dark, and carried him in 
that chest to your door, thinking he had belonged to your 
family. That led to a bloody business, of which yo« 
shall hear anon. And in that coffin, too, we carried off 
your ungrateful curate so far on his journey, diagraoed 
for ever, to come no more within twenty miles of Chapel- 
hope, on pain of a dreadful death in twenty-four hotin 
thereafter ; and I stand warrandice that he shall keep his 
distance. In it we have now deposited the body of a be* 
loved aud virtuous friend, who always foretold this, from 
its first arrival in our cell. — But he rejoiced in the prosr 
pect of his dissolution, and died as he had lived, a iiabhful 
and true witness ; and his memory shall long be revered 
by all the just and the good." 



CHAP. XVII. 



I HATB long explanations, therefore this chapter aiiall 
be very short; there are, however, some parts of the 
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foregCHDg tale, which require that a few words should be 
sabjoined in elucidaUoQ of them. 

This Johir Brown was a strenuous and desperate re- 
former. He was the son of a gentleman by a second 
marriage, and half-brother to the 'Laird of CaldwelL He 
was at the battle of Pentland, with five brave sons at his 
back, two of whom were slain in the action, and he him- 
self wounded. He was again at Bothwell Bridge with the 
remaining three, where he was a principal mover of the 
unhappy commotions in the army that day, owing to his 
violent irreclaimable principles of retaliation. A little 
before the rout became general, he was wounded by a 
musket bullet, which grazed across his back, and deprived 
him of all power. A dragoon commg up, and seeing 
him alive, struck him again across the back with his 
sword, which severed the tendons, and cut him to the 
bone. His sons had seen him fall, and, knowing the spot 
precisely, they returned overnight, and fijiding him still 
live, they conveyed him to a place of safety, and after- 
wards to Glasgow, where he remained concealed in a 
garret in a friend's house for some months ; and, after great 
sufferings in body and mind, recovered of his wounds ; 
but, for want of surreal assistance, he was so crooked and 
bowed down, that his nearest friends could not know 
him ; for in his youth, though short in stature, he was 
strong and athletic. At length he reached his own home, 
but found it ransacked and desolate, and learned that his 
wife was carried to prison, he knew not whither. His 
powerful eloquence, and wild Cameronian principles, 
made him much dreaded by the other party ; a high re- 
ward was offered for apprehending him, so that he was 
<lriven to great straits, yet never failed to wreak his ven- 
geance on all of the persecuting party that fell will » in his 
|)ower, and he had still a number of adherents. 

At length there was one shot in the fields near Kirk- 
connel that was taken for him, and the promised reward 
actually paid ; on which the particular search after him 
subsided. His two youngest sons both died for the same 
cause with the former, but James, his third son, always 
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kept by his father, untQ taken prisoner by CUtLven as be 
was fishing one day in Ck)nlter Water. Clavers ofdered 
him to be instantly shot, but the Laird of -GoulteiBDoes 
being present, interceded for him, and he was detained • 
prisoner, carried about from place to place, and atkngtb 
confined in the Jul at Selkirk. By the assJstance of hb 
&ther and friends he effected his escape, but not bcfine 
being grievously wounded ; and, by reason of the hnito 
he received, and the fever that attacked them in thecavsb 
when Katharine was first introduced there, he was l^ng 
past hope ; but, by her unwearied care and Bttentk«n»liB^ 
with others, was so far recovered as to be able to dt upland 
walk about a little. He was poor Nanny's own son ; and tfab 
John Brown was her husband, whom she had long deemed 
in another and a happier state — No wonder that she wu 
shocked and affrighted when she saw him again in such a 
form at midnight, and heard him speak in his own natmal 
and peculiar yoice. Their meeting that day at Qu^ 
hope must be left to the imagination ; it b impossible for 
any pen to do it justice. 

It is only necessary to add, that Walter seems to have 
been as much respected and beloved by his acquaintances 
and domestics, at least as any neighbour or master of the 
present day, as will appear from the few following remarks. 
The old session-clerk and precentor at Ettrick said, " It 
was the luckiest thing that could have happened ^at he 
had come home again, for the poor's ladle had been found 
to be a pund' Scots short every Sunday since he and his 
family had left the church." And Sandy Cunningham, 
the conforming clergyman there, a very honest inoffen- 
sive man, remarked, ** that he was very glad to hear the 
news, for the goodman always gave the best dinners at 
the visitations and examinations of any farmer in his par- 
ish ; and one always felt so comfortable in his houae." 
Davie Tait said, that " Divine Providence had just been 
like a stell dike to the goodman. It had bieldit him firae 
the bitter storm o' the adversary's wrath, an' keepit a' the 
^liunder-bolts o' the vdcked ftaje brekking on his head ; 
that, for his part, he wad svl tomv o\i\A&\xL^fifb ysL'^bk^ 
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Heaven, Sunday and Saturday, for his return, for he 
could easily lend his master as muckle siller as wad 
stock a' Riskinhope ower again, an' there was little 
doubt but he wad do it." Even old John of the 
liuchrah remarked, *Hhat it was just as weel that his 
Blaster was come back, for he had an imco gude e'e amang 
tiie sheep when ought was gaun wrang on the hill, an' 
file ewes wadna win nae maif into the hogg fence o' the 
Quave Brae, i' the day time at ony rate." 

If there are any incidents in this Tale that may still 
q>pear a little mysterious, they wiU all be rendered obvious 
by turning to a pamphlet, entitled, A Cameronian's Tale, 
or The Life of John Brown, written by himself But any 
reader of common mgenuity may very easUy solve them 



THE 



WOOL-GATHERER. 



Love is a passion so capricious, so violent, aiid so pro- 
ductive of whimsical expedients, that there is no end of 
its varieties. Dramas may be founded, plots arranged, 
and novels written on the subject, yet the simple truth 
itself generally outlasts them all. The following story, 
which relates to an amiable family still existing, is so Uke 
a romance, that perhaps the word of a narrator is in- 
sufficient to stamp it with that veracity to which it is 
entitled. The principal incidents, however, are set down 
precisely as they were related to me ; only I have deemed 
it meet to change the designations of the individuals, so 
far that they cannot be recognised by any one not pre- 
viously acquainted with the circumstances. 

The late Laird of Earlhall dying in the fiftieth year of 
his age, as his grave-stone intimates, left behind him a 
widow, and two sons both in their minority. The eldest 
was of a dashing impatient character — he had a kind and 
affectionate heart, but his actions were not always tem- 
pered with prudence. He entered at an early age into 
the army, and fell in the Peninsular war when scarcdy 
twenty-two years of age. The estate thus devolved 
wholly on the youngest, whose name for the present shall 
be Lindsey, that being his second Christian name, and 
the one by which his mother generally called him. He 
had been intended for the law, but on his brother^s death 
gave up tlic study, as too laborious for his easy and care-'' 
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less disposition. He was attached to literature; and 
after his return home his principal employment consisted 
in poring over his books, and managing a little flowec- 
garden in which he took great delight. He was studious, 
absent, and sensible, but paid little attention to his estate, 
or the extensive farm which he himself occupied. 

The old lady, who was a stirring, talkative, industrious 
dame, entertained him constantly with long lectures on 
the iU effects of idleness. She called it the blight of 
youth, the grub of virtue^ and the mildew of happiness ; 
and sometimes, when roused into energy, she said it was 
the jdeviPs langsettle on which he plotted all his devices 
against human weal. 'Lindsey bore all with great patience, 
but still continued his easy and indolent way. 

The summer advanced — the weather became peculiarly 
fine— 4afoourers were busy in every field, and the shep- 
herd's voice, and the bleating of his flocks, sounded from 
the a4jacent mountuns by break of day. This lively 
and rounng scene gave a new edge to the old lady's re. 
monstrances ; they came upon poor Lindsay thicker and 
faster, like the continued droppmg of a rainy day, until 
he was obliged in some degree to yield. He tried to 
reason the matter with her, in somewhat near to the 
following words ; but there, lawyer as he was, he had no 
chance. He was fairly overcome. 

" My dear mother,'^ said he, " what does all this sig- 
nify? — Oi^what is it that I can effect by my superin- 
tendance ? Our farmers are all doing well, and pay their 
rents regularly ; and as for our fSum-servants, they have 
each of them filled the same situation so long and so 
creditably, that I feel quite awkward when standing look- 
ing over them, — it looks as if I suspected their integrity, 
which has been so often proved. Besides, it is a leadmg 
maxim with me, that if a man, and more particularly a 
woman, know or believe that trust is reposed in them, 
they will, in ten out of eleven instances, deserve it ; but 
if once they see that they are suspected, the feel'uig to- 
wards you is changed, and they will in a little time as 
likely aescrve the one as the other. Our wealth is an- 
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nually increasing, at least as fast as necessary, and it ii 
my principal wish, that every one under us may be as 
easy and comfortable as possible." 

This was true, for the old lady being parsimomoiis in 
the extreme, their riches had increased rapidly since the 
death of the late laird. As for Lindsey, he never spent 
anything, save some trifle that he hid out yearly in pay- 
ment of Reviews, and new books, and in relieving some 
poor families in the neighbourhood. The article of dress 
he left entirely to his mother : whatever she bought or 
made for him he approved of, and whatever clothes or 
linen she laid down in hiJs chamber^ he put on wxthoot 
any observations. He acted upon the same principle with 
regard to his meals, but he sometimes was obliged to in^ 
sist on a little addition being made to the comforts of the 
family servants, all of whom loved him as a friend and 
benefactor. He could at any time have swayed his mother 
so far as to make her a little more liberal towards the 
men-servants, but with regard to the maids he had no 
such power. She and they lived at constant vartanice, 
— an irreconcileable jealousy seemed always to subsist 
between them, and woe to them if the young laird in- 
terested himself in their favour ! Matters being in this 
state, he was obliged to witness this mutual animosity; 
this tyranny on the one hand, and discontent on the other, 
without having the power to amend it. 

" But then, my dear Lmdsey,*' returned •'she to his 
former remonstrance, " making allowance for a' thai yon 
say — allowing that your weel-spoken arguments are •* 
foundit in truth, for laith wad you be to say an untrotii, 
an' I never heard an argument that wasna sound come 
out o* your mouth, — but then I say, what's to hinder 
you to gang a fishing like other gentlemen, or shooting 
moor-cocks, an' paetricks, an* black-cocks, as a' ither 
country men o' your age an* station do? Some manly 
exercise in the field is absolutely necessary to keep your 
form robust, your colour fresh, and your mind active; 
an', indeed, you maunna be discontentit, nor displeawd, 
if I insist on it, while the weather is so fine.** 
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" With regard to fowling, my dear mother, I am perfectly 
^orant; I know nothing about the sport, and I never 
c>Q delight in it, for often has it given me pain to see 
others pursuing it. I think the pleasure arising from it 
^*Q scarcely originate in any thing else than a principle 
0^ cruelty. Fishing is little better. I never regret the 
^2lujg of an ox, or sheep, by which we have so much 
necessary food for one life, but I think it hard to take a 
predous life for a single mouthful." 

'* His presence be about us ! Lindsey ! what's that ye 

say? Wha heard ever tell of a trout's precious life? Or 

* salmon's precious life ? Or a ged's precious life? Wow, 

man, but sma' things are precious i' your een I Or wha 

can feel for a trout ? A cauldrife creature that has nae 

feeling itsel ; a greedy grampus of a thing, that worries 

its ain kind, an' eats them whenever it can get a chance. 

Na, na» Luidsey, let me hear nae msdr o' sickan lang. 

nebbit fine-spun arguments ; but do take your father's 

rody like a man, and a gentleman, and gang a-fishing, if 

it were but an hour in the day ; . there are as many hooks 

and lines in the house as will serve you for seven years 

to come ; an' it is weel kend how plenty the trouts are 

in your ain water. I hae seen the day when we never 

wanted plenty o' them at this time o' the year." 

'* Well, well," said Lindsey, taking up a book, *' I shall 
go to please you, but I would rather be at home." 

She rung the bell, and ordered in old John the barn. 
man, one well skilled in the art of angling. ** John,"* 
aid she, " put your master's fishing-rod and tackle in 
order, he is going a-fishing at noon." 

John shrugged up his shoulders when he heard of his 
master's intent, as much as to say, ''sic a fisher as he'll 
mak !" however, he went away in silence, and the order 
was quickly obeyed. 

Thus equipt, away trudged Lindsey to the fishing for 
the first time in his life ; slowly and indifferently he went, 
and began at the first pool he came to. John offered to 
accompany him, to which he assented, but this the old 
Luly resisted, and bid him go to his work ; he, however. 
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watched his master's motions slyly for some time, and on 
joining his fellow labourers remarked, that <* his master 
was a real saft hand at the fishing." 

An experienced angler certainly would have beeii 
highly amused at his procedure. He pulled out the line, 
and threw it m again so fast, that he appeared more like 
one threshing corn than angling; he, moreover, fixed 
always upon the smoothest parts of the stream, where no 
trout in his right senses could possiUy be invdgled. 
But the fax greater part of his employment consisted m 
loosening the hook from different objects with lAos^ it 
chanced to come in contact. At one time he was to be 
seen stooping to the arm-pits in the middle of the water, 
disengaging it from some officious twig that had hiter- 
cepted its progress ; at another time on the top of « tree 
tearing off a branch on which it had laid hold. A 
countryman happening to pass by just as he stood stripped 
to the shirt cutting it out of his clothes, in which it hid 
fastened behind, observed, by way of friendly remaik, 
that ''they were fkshoUs things them hooks.' Lindsey 
answered, that " they certainly had a singular knack of 
catching hold of things.** 

He went through all this without being in the least 
disconcerted, or showing any impatience ; and towards 
dinner-time, the trouts being abundant, and John having 
put on a fiy that answered the weather, he caught some 
excellent fish, and might have caught many more had he 
been diligent ; but every trout that he brought ashore 
took him a long time to contemplate. He surveyed his 
eye, his mouth, and the structure of his giUs ^th tedious 
curiosity ; then agfldn laid hun down, and fixed his eyes 
on him in deep and serious meditation. 

The next day he needed somewhat . less persuaskm 
from his mother to try the same amusement ; still it was 
solely to please her that he went, for about the q>ort it- 
self he was quite careless. Away he set the second day, 
and prudently determined to go farther up the water, as 
he supposed that part to be completely emptied of fiab 
where he had been the day before. He sauntered on 



THE WOOL-GATHBRBR.- 181 

m hift usual thoughtful and indifferent mood, sometimes 
throwing in his line without any manner of success. At 
length, on going over an abrupt ridge» he came to a clear 
pool where- the &rmers had lately been washmg their 
flocks, and by the side of it a most interesting female, 
i^parently not exceedhig sevente^i years^ of age, gather- 
ing the small flakes of wool in her apron that had fallen 
from the sheep in washing ; while, at the same time, a 
beautiful well-dressed child, about two years old, was 
playing on the grass. Lindsey was close beside her be- 
fore any of them were aware, and it is hard to say which 
of the two were most surprised. She blushed like scar- 
let, but pretended to gather on, as if wishing he would 
pass without taking any notice of them ; but Lindsey 
was rivetted to the spot ; he had never in his life seen 
any woman half so beautiful, and at the same time her 
array accorded with the business in which she was en- 
gaged. Her form was the finest symmetry ; her dark 
}udt was tucked up behind with a comb, and hung waving 
in ringlets, over her cheeks and brow, **like shadows on 
the mountain snow ;" and there was an elegance in the 
model of her features, arms, and hands, that the youth 
belieyed he had never before seen equalled m any lady, 
far less a country girl. 

'* What are you going to do with that wretched stuff, 
lassie,*' said Lindsey ; '* it has been trampled among the 
day and sand, and is unfit for any human use." 

** It will easily clean again, sir," said she, in a frank 
and cheerful voice, ** and then it will be as good as ever." 

" It looks very ill ; I am positive it is for no manner 
of use/* 

" It is certsdnly, as you say, not of great value, sir ; 
but if it is of any, I may as well lift it as let it lie and rot 
here" 

'Certainly, there can be no harm in it; only I anpi 
sorry to see such a girl at such an employment.'' 

*' It Ik better domg this tlian nothing," was the reply. 

The child now rolled himself over to get his face turned 
towards them ; and, fixing his large blue eyes on Lindsey, 

I. Q 
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looked at him with the utmost serionsness. The ktler 
observing a striking likeness between the girl and theehikl, 
had no doubt that she was his sister ; and, unwilling to drop 
the conversation, he added, abruptly enough, *' Has your 
mother sent you to gather that stuff?* 

" I have neither father nor mother, sir." 

" But one who supplies both their places, I hope. Ton 
have a husband, have not you?** 

*' Not as yet, sir ; but there is no time lost." 

She blushed ; but Lindsey coloured ten times deeper 
when he cast his eyes 4k the* child. His heart died wttfa- 
in him at the thoughts that now obtruded themselves; it 
was likewise wrung for his imprudence and indeficicy. 
What was his business whether she was married or not, 
or how she was connected with the child? She seemed 
likewise to be put into some confusion at the torn the 
conversation was taking; and, anxious to bring it tot 
conclusion as soon as possible, she tucked up the wool ii 
her apron below one arm, and was lifting up the cMM ivIA 
the other to go away, when Lindsey stepped forward, 
sayuig, " Will not you shake hands with me, my good 
little fellow, before you go?^ 

" Ay," said the child, stretching otit his little chubby 
hand ; " how d'ye doo, sil?** 

Lindsey smiled, shook his hand heartily, and put a 
crown piece into it. 

** Ah, sir, don't give him that," said she, blushing 
deeply. 

'*It is only a play-thing that he must keep for 07 
sake." 

** Thank you sil," said the child. *' Great mockk 
shilling, mamma.'* 

This last appellation, mamma, struck Lindsey moCioo- 
less ; — ^he had not another word to say ; — while the two 
went away prattling to one another. 

" Vely lalge fine-looking shilling, mamma." 
" Ay, it is a very bonny shilling, dear," said she, kiss- 
ing him, and casting a parting look at the petrified 
fisher. 
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foregoing tale, which require that a few words should be 
subjoined in elucidaUon of them. 

This Johtf Brown was a strenuous and desperate re- 
former. He was the son of a gentleman by a second 
marriage, and half-brother to the'Laurd of CaldwelL He 
was at the battle of Pentland, with five brave sons at his 
back, two of whom were slain in the action, and he him- 
self wounded. He was again at Bothwell Bridge with thie 
remaining three, where he was a principal mover of the 
unhappy commotions in the army that day, owing to his 
▼iolent irreclaimable principles of retaliation. A little 
before the rout became general, he was wounded by a 
musket bullet, which grazed across his back, and deprived 
him of all power. A dragoon commg up, and seeing 
him alive, struck him again across the back with his 
sword, which severed the tendons, and cut him to the 
bone. His sons had seen him fall, and, knowing the spot 
precisely, they returned overnight, and fijiding him still 
live, they conveyed him to a place of safety, and after- 
wards to Glasgow, where he remained concealed in a 
garret in a friend's house for some months ; and, after great 
Koiflerings in body and mind, recovered of his wounds ; 
but, for want of surreal assistance, he was so crooked and 
bowed down, that his nearest friends could not know 
him ; for in his youth, though- short in stature, he was 
ttroDg and athletic. At length he reached his own home, 
but found it ransacked and desolate, and learned that tiis 
wife was carried to prison, he knew not whither. His 
powerful eloquence, and wild Cameronian principles, 
made him much dreaded by the other party ; a high re- 
ward was offered for apprehending him, so that he was 
driven to great straits, yet never failed to wreak his ven- 
geance on all of the persecuting party that fell witliin his 
power, and he had still a number of adherents. 

At length there was one shot in the fields near Kirk, 
connel that was taken for him, and the promised reward 
actually paid ; on which the particular search after him 
iiiibsided. His two youngest sons both died for the same 
cause with the former, but James, his third son, always 

r 2 
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little present in the other ; but after that, heippeared no 
more, which Lindsay easily perceived to originate in the 
Wool-gatherer's diffidence and modesty, who could not 
bear the idea of her little man recdving such gifts. 

The same course was continued for many days, and 
always with the same success, as &ras regarded the prin- 
cipal motive, for the trouts were only a secondary one— 
the beauteous Wool-gatherer was thenceforward invisible. 
After three weeks' perseverance, it chanced to come on a 
heavy rain one day when he was but a little way above the 
iarm-house. Robin the farmer, expecting that he would fly 
into his house until the shower abated, was standing with- 
out his own door to receive him ; but he kept aloof^ passed 
by, and. took shelter in the Wool-gatherer's cottage; 
though not without some scruples of conscience as to the 
prudence of the step he was taking. When he went in 
she was sin^ng a melodious Scottish air, and plying at her 
wheel. "What a thoughtless creature she must be," 
said he to himself ; ** and how little conscious of the 
.to which she has fallen." He desired her to go on 
her song, but she quitted both that and her wheel instantly 
set a chair for him, and sitting down on a low tarn her- 
self, lighted sticks on the fire to warm and dry him, 
the same time speaking and looking with the utmost cheer 
fulness, and behaving with all that ease and respect as 
she had been his equal, and an old intimate acquaintam 
He had a heart of the greatest integrity, and this was i 
very manner that delighted him ; and indeed he felt 
he was delighted in the highest degree by this fiiir m; 
tery. He would gladly have learned her story, but dur^ 
not hint at such a thing for fear of giving her pain, 
he had too much delicacy to inquire after her at any oth. 
person, or even to mention her name. He observed 
though there was but little furniture in the house, yc& it 
was not in the least degree like any other he had ever 
in such a cottage, and seemed very lately to have 
pied a more respectable situation. Little George 
munching at a lump of dry bread, making very slowf>'^ 
gress. He kept his eyes fixed on his bene&ctor, tiitf 
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Heaven, Sunday and Saturday, for his return, for he 
could eafflly lend his master as muckle siller as wad 
stock a' Riskinhope ower again, an' there was little 
doubt but he wad do it." Even old John of the 
liuchrah remarked, *'that it was just as weelthat his 
Blaster was come back, for he had an unco gude e'e amang 
&e sheep when ought was gaun wrang on the hill, an' 
tiie ewes wadnfi win nae mair into the hogg fence o' the 
Quave Brae, i' the day time at ony rate." 

If there are any incidents in this Tale that may still 
tcppetii a little mysterious, they wiU all be rendered obvious 
by turning to a pamphlet, entitled, A Camebonian's Tale, 
or The Life of John Brown^ written by himself But any 
reader of common ingenuity may very easily solve them 



THE 



WOOL-GATHERER. 



Love is a passion so ci4)ricious, so violent, aiid so pro- 
ductive of whimsical expedients, that there is no end of 
its varieties. Dramas may be founded, plots arranged, 
and novels written on the subject, yet the ample truth 
itself generally outlasts them all. The following story, 
which relates to an amiable family still existing, is so like 
a romance, that perhaps the word of a narrator is in- 
sufficient to stamp it with that veracity to which it is 
entitled. The principal incidents, however, are set down 
precisely as they were related to me ; only I have deemed 
it meet to change the designations of the individuals, so 
far that they cannot be recognised by any one not pre- 
viously acquainted with the circumstances. 

The late Lsdrd of Earlhall dying in the fiftieth year of 
his age, as his grave-stone intimates, left behind him t 
widow, and two sons both in their minority. The eldest 
was of a dashing unpatient character — he had a kind and 
affectionate heart, but his actions were not always tem- 
pered with prudence. He entered at an early age into 
the army, and fell in the Peninsular war when scared^ 
twenty-two years of age. The estate thus devolved 
wholly on the youngest, whose name for the present shaD 
be Lindsey, that being his second Christian name, and 
the one by which his mother generally called him. He 
had been intended for the law, but on his brother^s deadi. 
gave up tlic study, as too laborious for his easy and care-'" 
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less di^osition. He was attached to literature; and 
after his return home his principal emfdoyment consisted 
in poring over his books, and managing a little floweiw 
garden in which he took great delight. He was studious, 
abfsent, and sensible, but paid little attention to his estate, 
or the extensive &nn which he himself occupied. 

The old lady, who was a stirring, talkative, industrious 
dame, entertamed him constantly with long lectures on 
the ill effects of idleness. She called it the blight of 
youth, the grub of virtue,i and the mildew of hs^piness ; 
and sometimes, when roused into energy, she said it was 
the jdevirs langsettle on which he plotted all his devices 
against human weal. *Lmdsey bore all with great patience, 
bat stiU continued his easy and indolent way. 

The summer advanced — the weather became peculiarly 
fine— labourers were busy in every field, and the shep- 
herd's voice, and the bleating of his flocks, sounded from 
the a4iacent mountains by break of day. This lively 
and rousmg scene gave a new edge to the old lady's re. 
monstrances ; they came upon poor Lindsey thicker and 
foster, like the continued dropping of a rainy day, until 
he was obliged in some degree to yield. He tried to 
reason the matter with her, in somewhat near to the 
following words ; but there, lawyer as he was, he had no 
chance. He was fairly overcome. 

" My dear mother,'^ said he, " what does all this sig- 
nify? — Oi*what is it that I can effect by my superin- 
tendance ? Our farmers are all doing well, and pay their 
rents regularly ; and as for our farm-servants, they have 
each of them fiUed the same situation so long and so 
creditably, that I feel quite awkward when standing look- 
ing over them, — it looks as if I suspected their int^rity, 
which has been so often proved. Besides, it is a leading 
maxim with me, that if a man, and more particularly a 
woman, know or believe that trust is reposed in them, 
they will, in ten out of eleven instances, deserve it ; but 
if once they see that they are suspected, the feeling to- 
wards vou is changed, and they will in a little time as 
likely aeserve the one as the other. Our wealth is an- 
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nually increasing, at least as fast as necessary, and it ii 
my principal wish, that every one under us may be as 
easy and comfortable as possible.** 

This was true, for the old lady being parsimonioos in 
the extreme, their riches had increased rapidly since the 
death of the late laird. As for Lindsey, he never spent 
anything, save some trifle that he kdd out yearly in pay- 
ment of Reviews, and new books, and in relieving some 
poor families in the neighbourhood. The article of dress 
he left entirely to his mother : whatever she bought or 
made for him he approved of, and whatever clothes or 
linen she laid down in hiis chamber^ he put on without 
any observations. He acted upon the same principle fnOi 
regard to his meals, but he sometimes was obliged to in* 
sist on a little addition being made to the comforts of the 
family servants, all of whom loved him as a fnend and 
benefactor. He could at any time have swayed his mother 
so far as to make her a little more liberal towards the 
men-servants, but with regard to the maids he had no 
such power. She and they lived at constant variance, 
— an irreconcileable jealousy 'seemed always to subsist 
between them, and woe to them if the young laird in- 
terested himself in their favour ! Matters being in this- 
state, he was obliged to witness this mutual animosity^ 
this tyranny on the one hand, and discontent on the other, 
without having the power to amend it. 

** But then, my dear Lmdsey," returned *she to hi 
former remonstrance, " making allowance for a' that y( 
say — allowing that your weel-spoken arguments are 
foundit in truth, for laith wad you be to say an nntratbr^ 
an' I never heard an argument that wasna sound coi 
out o' your mouth, — but then I say, what's to hind< 
you to gang a fishing like other gentlemen, or shooting 
moor-cocks, an' paetricks, an' black-cocks, as a' ithc?f 
country men o' your age an* station do? Some maimT/ 
exercise in the field is absolutely necessary to keep your 
form robust, your colour fresh, and your mind actiTe; 
an', indeed, you maunna be discontentit, nor displeMcA 
if I insist on it, while the weather is so fine.** 
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"With regard to fowling, my dear mother, I am perfectly 
ignorant; I know nothing about the sport, and I never 
can delight in it, for often has it given me pdn to see 
others pursuing it. I think the pleasure arismg from it 
oan scturcely originate in any thing else than a principle 
of cruelty. Fishing is little better. I never regret the 
^lOuig of an ox, or sheep, by which we have so much 
oece^ary food for one life, but I think it hard to take a 
precious life for a single mouthful." 

'* His presence be about us ! Lindsey ! what's that ye 

8|J? Wha heard ever tell of a trout's precious life? Or 

* Balmon's precious life ? Or a ged's precious life? Wow, 

Uum, but sma' things are precious i' your een I Or wha 

Can feel for a trout ? A cauldrife creature that has nae 

feeling itsel ; a greedy grampus of a thing, that worries 

Its ain kind, an' eats them whenever it can get a chance. 

Na, na, Lindsey, let me hear nae mair o' sickan lang. 

nebbit fine-spun arguments ; but do take your father's 

xod, like a man, and a gentleman, and gang a-fishing, if 

it were but an hour in the day ; . there are as many hooks 

and lines in the house as will serve you for seven years 

to come ; an' it is weel kend how plenty the trouts are 

in your ain water. I hae seen the day when wc never 

wanted plenty o' them at this time o' the year." 

** Well, well," said Lindsey, taking up a book, " I shall 
go to please you, but I would rather be at home." 

She rung the bell, and ordered in old John the barn. 
man, one well skilled in the art of angling. ** John,"* 
aid she, '* put your master's fishing-rod and tackle in 
order, he is going a-fishing at noon." 

John shrugged up his shoulders when he heard of his 
master's intent, as much as to say, '' sic a fisher as hell 
mak !" however, he went away in silence, and the order 
was quickly obeyed. 

Thus equipt, away trudged Lindsey to the fishing for 
the first time in his life ; slowly and indifferently he went, 
and began at the first pool he came to. John offered to 
accompany him, to which he assented, but this the old 
lady resisted, and bid him go to his work ; lie, however. 
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small bundle of clothes, and, taking that below her arm 
and little George on her back, she went away, having 
first locked the door and given the key to the fiurmer. 
" FareweU, Robin," ssdd she ; " you are turning two very 
helpless and friendless creatures out to the open fields ; 
but think you, you may not rue thb on a day when you 
cannot help it ?" 

Robin was affected, but he was obliged to do as he 
was desired, and therefore made no defence, but said 
simply, " Farewell 1 Farewell! — God help thee, poor 
thuig I" — He then kept an eye on her, that she mi^t 
not communicate with any of the rest until she was&iily 
across the end of the Todburn-Law, and he was agree- 
ably surprised at seeing her t^e that direction. 

As soon as she got out of sight of her late dwellings 
she sought a retired spot by the side of a clear mountain 
rivulet, where she sat down and gave free vent to her 
tears. " My poor child,*^ said she, clasping little Geoige 
to her breast, ** what is now to become of us, and where 
will our sorrows terminate? Here we are turned oul 
on the wide world, and have neither house nor home to 
cover our heads ; we have no bed now, George, but the 
cold earth, and no covering but that sky that you see 
over us." 

** O no geet, mamma — no geet ; Geoge vely wae," said 
the child, clasping her neck in return, and sobbing aloud ; 
" no geet, else Geoge tuln bad child, and geet too." 

" No, for your sake, my dear, I will not greet ; there- 
fore cheer up thy little kind heart, for there is One who 
will provide for us still, and will not suffer two helplesB 
inexperienced beings like you and I to perish." 

" Geoge like 'at man." 

'* It is no man that we must now depend on, my dear; 
we must depend on God, who will never forsake us." 

" Geoge like God." 

Here she kissed him and wept anew, yet was all the 
while trying to console him. ** Let us be of good cheo* 
Geoige ; while I have health I will work for you, kt 
you have no one else on earth that cares for you." 
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* fot no geet, mamma, I tell you ; Geoge wulk too. 
When Geoge tuln geat big man, Geoge wulk mole 'an 
two mans." 

Here their tender prattle was interrupted by a youth 
named Bamaby, who was close at their side before they 
observed him. He was one of Robin's servants, who 
herded a few young sheep at the back of the hill where 
Jane was sitting. He was fifteen years of age, tall and 
thin, but had fine features, somewhat pitted with the 
small-pox. He had an inexhaustible fund of good 
humour and drollery, and playmg the fool among the 
rest of the servants to keep them laughing was his chiefest 
delight ; but his folly was all affected, and the better part 
of his character lay concealed behind the screen of a fan- 
tastic exterior. He never mended his clothes like the 
rest of the servant lads, but suffered them to fall into as 
many holes as they inclined ; when any expostulated with 
him on the subject, he sidd, " he likit them nae the waur 
o* twa or three holes to let in the air ;" and, in truth, he 
was as ragged a youth as one would see in a summer 
day. ICs hat was remarkably broad-brimmed and supple, 
fliMl hung so far over his eyes, that, when he looked any 
person in the face, he had to take the same position as \1 
looking at a vertical star. This induced him often, when 
he wanted to see fsdrly about him, to fold in the fore 
part of the brim within the crown, which gave it the 
appearance of half a hat, and in this way was he equipped 
ivhen he joined Jane and little George. They had been 
intimately aoqndnted from the first ; he had done many 
fitHe kind offices for her, and had the sagacity to discover 
that there was something about her greatly superior to 
the other girls about the hamlet ; and he had never used 
the same freedom with her in his frolics that he was wont 
to do with them. 

" What wis you, Jeany ?" said he ; "I thought I heard 
you greeting." 

" No, no, Barnaby ; I do not ail any thing ; I was not 
crymg." 
> " Why, woman, you're crying yet, as you call it ; tell 
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me what ails you, and whar ye re gaun this wild 
gate r 

" I'm going to leave you, Barnaby. I am going far 
from this." 

" I fear ye're gaun awa frae us a'th^ther. Hae ye 
been obliged to leave your ain wee house for want o' 
meat ?" 

" I had plenty of meat ; but your master has turned 
me out of my cot at an hour's warning ; he would not 
even suffer me to remain overnight, and I know of no 
place to which I can go." 

" O, deil be i' the auld hard-heartit loon I Heard 
ever ony body the like o' that ?— What ailed him at ye? 
Hae ye done ony thing, Jeany, or said ony thing wrang ?," 

"It is that which distresses me. I have not been. 
^ven to know my offence, and I can form no conjecture 
of it." 

" If I had a hame, Jeany, ye should hae a share o't. 
I dinna ken o* ana I wad make nudr welcome, evec 




though I should seek a bed for mysel. War ye at m^ 
father 3 cottage, I could msure you a month's good hamel^ 
lodging, but it is far away, an' a wild road till't. I 
indeed an auld aunt about twa miles frae this, but sh^ "« 
no muckle to lippen to, unless it come frae her ain sicS^e 
o' the house ; an' then she's a' hinny and joe. K ye life:« 
111 gang that length wi' ye, an' try if she'll put ye up a 
while till we see how matters turn." 

Jane was now so much confused in her mind, thMtj 
not being able to form any better measure for the present, 
she arose and followed her ragged conductor, and they 
arrived at his aunt's house before sunset. 

" My dear aunt," said Barnaby, **here is a very good ff | 
an' a very helpless lassie turned away frae her hame this ■ >; 
same day, and has nae place to gang to ; if yell be 00 I ^ 
good, an sae kind, as to let her stay a while wi' you, I I •ic 
will do ten times as muckle for you again some itbff g h 
day." 

" My faith, stirra!" said she, setting up a face like& 
firebrand, and puttmg her arms a-kimbo — " My iaitbi I ^ 
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man, but ye're soon begun to a braw trade ! — How can 
ye hae the assurance, ye brazen-faced rascal, to come 
running to me wi' a hizzy ah' bairn at your tail, an' desire 
me to keep them for ye ? I'll sooner see you an' her, an* 
that little limb, a' hung up by the links o' the neck, than 
ony o' ye sal crook a hough or break bread wi' me." 

" There's for't now! There's for^t! When the deil 
gets in, the fire maun flee out! — But, aunt, I ken the first 
word's aye the warst wi' ye ; ye're never sae ill as ye 
say. Think like a Christian. How wad ye hae likit, 
when ye war as young; to hae been turned out to the 
open hills wi* a bairn in your arms ?'* 

"Hear to the tatterdemallion ! — Christian! Bairn i* 
my arms! — ye impudent, hempy-looking tike that ye 
are ! Pack out o' my house, I sa^, or I'll gar the bluid 
blind your een — ay, an* your bit toastit pie too! Gang 
after your braw gallaunt, wi' your oxterf u' ket !— 'A bonny 
pair, troth ! — A light head makes a heavy fitt I" 

Bamaby retired with his back foremost, facing up to his 
aunt all the way till fairly in the open fields, for fear of 
actual violence; but the epithets he bestowed on her 
there in the bitterness of his heart cannot here be set 
down. Jane trembled, yet was obliged to smile at his 
extravagance, for it had no bounds ; while his aunt stood 
in her door, exulting and calling after him every thing 
that she could construe to mortify and provoke him. 
Tears for a space choked his utterance ; at length he 
forced out the following sentence in volleys. 

•* Wae — wae be to the — ^the auld randy — witch ! — Had 
I but the — owrance o' the land for ae day — I — I should 
gar some look about them. My Master an' she hae this 
wark to answer for yet ; they'll get their dichens for't 
some day — that's ae comfort I Come away, Jeany — 
they'll squeal for this — ^let them tak it I — Come away, 
Jeany." 

•* Where would you have me to go now, Barnaby?" 

" Out-by aff" that auld ^ itch at ony rate ! I'U hae ye 
put up though I should travel a hunder mile." 

•* Let me beseech you to return to your flock, and 

I. R 
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trouble yourself no farther about my infiint and me. 
Heaven will take care of us." 

'* It disna look very like it just now. I dinna aigay 
that it is wrang to trust in Heaven— -only, ^n we dinna 
use the means. Heaven's no obliged to work miracles for 
us. It is hard upon the gloamin', an* there is not another 
house near us ; if we sit down and trust, yell hae to deep 
in the fields, an' then baith you an' that dear bairn may 
get what ye will never cast. Let us make a wee exer- 
tion the night, and I hae resolved what ye shall do to- 
morrow." 

** And what shall I do to-morrow, Bamaby?" 

" Gro with me to my parents ; they hae nae doogfater 
o' their ain, an' my mither will be muckle the better oT 
your help, an* they will baith be very glad to see yon, 
Jeany. Gudeness be thankit I the warld's no just a' dike, 
r the mean time my pickle gimmers dinna need muckle 
at my hand just now, sae fll gae an' ax my master for t 
day to see my fock, and gang fit for fit wi' ye the mora." 

She fixed her humid eyes on him in pleasing astonish- 
ment ; she had never before witnessed such earnest and 
dismterested benevolence; the proposal was made in 
such a way that she could not refuse it, else she saw that 
she would give a kind and feeling heart pain. ** I have 
a great mind to make trial of your expedient, good Bar- 
naby,** said she ; '* all parts of the country are now alike 
to me ; I must go somewhere ; and as it is but a hard 
day's journey, I will go and see the parents of so good a 
lad." 

'* Now that's spoken like yoursel, an' Fm glad to hear 
ye say't — But what's to come o' ye the night ?" 

** I have some victuals with me, and I can lie in the 
fields this pleasant night : it is a good one to begin with, 
for who knows what's before one ?" 

•* I canna think o* that ava. K ye war to lay that 
bonny red cheek on the cauld dew, an' the wind blawin' 
i' little George's face, there wad some sleep nane the night ; 
but there is a little snug sheep-house in our Hope, a wee 
bit frae this ; let us gang there, an' I will take Wfi 
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GecHge in my bosom, an' hap you wi' my plaid. — O, but 
I foigofc— 4hat will never do," continued he, in a melan^ 
choly tone, and looking at his ragged doublet and riven 
clothes. Away, however, to the sheep-cot they went, 
whore they found plenty of old hay, and Jane instantly 
proposed that he should go home and leave them alone, 
get leave of his master, and join them next morning. 

'* But I dinna ken about it," said Bamaby, hanging 
lu8 head and looking serious ; " that linn's an imco uncan- 
ny place for bogles ; an' by this time o' night theyll be 
keeking ower the black ha^ o' the Caimy Moss to see 
what's gaun on. If ony o' them war to come on ye here, 
they might terrify you out o' your wits, or carry ye baith 
9S, lith and limb-— Is the caUant baptized ?" 

Jane answered in the affirmative, smiling ; and farther 
assured him, that he needed to be under no apprehen- 
sions on account of spirits, for she was perfectly at ease 
on that score, having a good assurance that no spuit had 
power over her. 

" Ay, ye are maybe a gospel minister's bairn, or an 

auki Cameronian ; that is, I mean come o' the saints and 

martyrs — they had unco power — I hae heard o' some o' 

them that fought the deil, hand to fist, for an hour and 

forty minutes, and dang him at the last— yethered him 

and yerked him till he couldna mou' another curse. But 

these times are gane I yet it's no sae lang sin' auld Mac- 

nuDan (ye hae heard o' auld Macmillan ?) was coming 

through that linn i' the derk wi' twa o' his elders, an' they 

8pak o' the bogle, but Macmillan jeered at it ; an' when they 

ome to the tap o' yon steep brae they stoppit to take their 

tieath, and there they heard a loud nichering voice come 

ut o' the how o' the linn, an' it cried, 

** Ha, ha, Macky ! had ye been your lane, 

Ye should never hae crackit through either wood or water agidn.** 

" Say ye sae, fause loon," quo* the auld hardy veteran ; 

ban be at your speed, for I'll gang through that wood 

lane in spite o' your teeth, an* a' hell at your back." 

\.n' what does the carl do, but leaves his twa elders 
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yonder, standin glowrin i' the howe night, an* trodges hb 
^ay back through the linn to the Very farrest side o't— 
said the hunder-an'-ninth psahn against him, an' came 
back wi' never a turned hair on his head. But yet for a' 
that, Jeany, dinna lippen ower muckle to bygane things ; 
there have been fairy raids i' the Hope, an* mony ane ill 
fleyed. I could tell ye sic a story of a wicked laird 
here !" 

Jane entreated him not to tell it that night, but amuse 
them with it to-morrow as they journeyed. He was passive 
^-left them his pladd — ^went home and got leave of absence 
from his master for two days, but hinted nothing of what 
had passed in the Hope. He was again back at the sheep- 
house by the time the sun rose ; and, early as it was, he 
found Jane walking without, while little George was sleep- 
ing soundly on the hay, wrapped in the plaid. She said 
she had got a sound and short sleep, but awakening at 
dawn she had stepped out to taste the fresh mountain air, 
and see the sun rise. When they lifted the cluld he was 
somewhat fretful — a thing not customary with him; but. 
he was soon pacified, and they proceeded without delays 
on their journey. 

Until once they had cleared the boundaries of the 
of Todburn, Barnaby was silent, and looked always aroun 
with a jealous eye, as if dreading a surprise. When 
fellow traveller asked the reasons of his anxiety, he 
mained silent ; but as soon as they got fairly into the n 
glen he became as gay and talkative as ever. She deemes^^ 
it to be some superstitious dread that discomposed hiocs^ 
but was left to guess the cause. 

" Jeany, ** said he, ''you said you had a short and sounc? 
sleep last night — so had I. Pray, did you dream ony T* 

** Not that I remember of ; but I put no faith in dreams:'' 

" Weel, how different fock's bodies, or their souls, or 
something about them maun be frae ane anither ! For 
Fm come this length in the warld, an* I never yet dreamed 
a regular dream, in a sound sleep, that I didnagetts 
plainly read to me as the A, B, C. I had a strange 






dream last night, Jeany, an* it was about you. I am sore V^ 
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ni live to isee it fulfilled ; but what it means even now, 
I canna in the least comprehend." 

** Well, Baraaby, suppose you give us it. I have read 
the Book of Knowledge, and may lend vou a hand at the 
mterpretation," 

" I thought I saw ye lying in a lonesome place, an' no 
ane in the wide world to help or heed ye, till there was 
a poor bit black mootit-like corby came down frae the 
hills an* fed ye. I saw it feeding ye, an' I thought ye 
war as contentit, an' as bonny, an' as happy as ever. 
But ere ever I wist, down comes there a great majestic 
eagle some gate frae about the e'e-bree o' the heavens, 
an' cleeks ye away up to the lowne bieldy side o' a sunny 
hill, where ye had a' braw things. An' I dinna ken how 
it was, I thought ye war a she eagle sitting amang your 
young, an* I thought aye ye war a woman too, an' I 
coudna separate the tane frae the tither ; but the poor bit 
plottit forefoughen corby gaed alang w'ye, an' ye war kind 
to him, an' fed him in your turn, an' I saw him hoppin, 
an' pickin, an' dabbin round about ye, as happy as ever 
I saw a beast, an' the eagle didna chase him away, but 
was kind to him ; but somehow, or I wakened, I thought 
it was the confusedest thing I ever saw. Na, ye needna 
laugh nor smile, for well baith live to see it read." 

" Belie?e me, Barnaby, it will never be apparent ; you 
may force circumstances to agree with it, but these will 
not be obvious ones." 

*' It's needless for me to ai^uy wi' you unless I can 
bring things hame to your ain conscience ; but can ye 
say that ye never got a dream read ?" 

" Never that I noted ; for I never thought of them." 

** Or, for instance, have ye never, when you saw a 
thing for the first time, had a distinct recollection of hav- 
ing seen it sometime afore ?" 

" Never." 

** How wonderfu* I I have done so a thousand an' a 
thousand times. I have remembered of having seen ex- 
actly the same scene, the same faces, the same looks, and 
beard the same words, though I knew all the while that 

r2 



198 THE wool-gatherer: 

I never had seen them in reality ; and that I could only 
have seen them in some former vision, forgotten, or per- 
haps never remembered." 

She now saw clearly that dreams, visions, and s^pari- 
tions, were Bamaby's region of existence — 'His very 
thoughts and language seemed elevated whenever he en- 
tered on the subject ; and it being a trait in the shepherd's 
character that she had never thought of before, she re- 
solved to encourage it, and asked for a single instance of 
that strange foresight alluded to. 

** You'U surely acknowledge," said Bamaby, ** that it 
is impossible I could ever have come up that strait swire 
before with a bairn on my back, an' a young woman gaun 
beside me exactly like you ; an' that while in that condi- 
tion, I should have met wi' a bull an' a cow coming out o* 
the path by themsels, an' thought o' yon craig for a shdter 
to the bau*n that I was carrying ; yet when that happened 
about an hour ago, I remembered so distinctly of Imvnig 
gone through it some time long before, that I knew every 
step that would next be taken, and every word that would 
next be said. It made me very thoughtful ; but I can 
remember nothing of where or when I dreamed it, or 
what was the issue. 

" There was another instance that I'll never forget 
The winter afore last, I gaed out wi' my father in the 
morning to help him to gather the sheep ; for the rime 
had sitten down, an' the clouds war creepin, and we kend 
the drift wad be on. Weel, away we sets, but a' the 
hills were wrappit i' the clouds o' rime as they had been 
rowed in a fleece o' frosty woo, an' we couldna see i 
stime ; we were little better than fock gaun graiping for 
sheep ; an' about twal o'clock, (I mind it weel,) just 
when I was in the very straitest and steepest part o' the 
Shielbrae-Hope, the wind gae a swirl, an' I lookit up an' 
saw the cloud screwing up to heaven — ^the brow o' the 
hill cleared, an' I saw like a man cringing and hanging 
ower the point o' the rock, an' there was seven >H^iite 
ewes an' a black ane gaun bleetin in a raw yont aneath 
him. That was a' ; but the sight strak me motionless. 



.THB WOOL-OATHERER. ] 99 

'I miiidit that I had seen the very thing afore ; the very 
clouds — the very rocks— «n' the man standing courin' 
^md keekin' ower, wi' the white rime hingin' about his 
higs like feathers ; an' I mindit that it ended ill — ^it endit 
•awsomely I — for I thought it endit in death. I could 
tpeak nae mair a' that day ; for I expectit that either my 
father or I wad never gang hame living. He aften said 
to me, * What ails ye, callant? Are ye weel eneugh? 
Od, ye re gane stupid.' We saved some sheep, an' lost 
some, like mony ane, for it was a dreadfu' afternoon ; 
however, we wan baith safe hame. But that night, afore 
we gaed to bed, our neighbour, auld Robin Armstrong, 
was brought into our house a corp. Our fock had amaist 
^ane out o' their judgment ; but the very features, the 
white rime frozen about the cauld stiff een, an' the ice- 
shoglea hangin' at the grey hair, war nae new sight to 
me : I had seen them a' before, I kendna when. Ah, 
Jeany 1 never tell me that we haena some communication 
Wi' intelligences, far ayont our capacity to comprehend." 

The seriousness of Barnaby's manner made it evident 
to his fellow traveller that he believed in the reality of 
every Word he had said ; there was an inconceivable sub- 
limity in the whole idea, and she fancied herself going to 
reside, perhaps for a season, in the regions of imagination 
and romance, and she asked him if his father and mother 
bad faith in dreams an' apparitions ? . 
. •• Aye, that they hae," answered he ; "ye had need to 
tak care how ye dispute the existence of fairies, brownies, 
find apparitions there ; ye may as weel dispute the gospel 
0* Sant Matthew. We dinna believe in a' the gomral 
£uitastic bogles an' spirits that fley light-headed fock up 
an' down the country, but we believe in a' the apparitions 
that warn o' death, that save life, an' that discover guilt. 
I'll tell you what we believe, ye see. 

** The deil an' his adgents, they fash nane but the 
gude fock ; the Cameronians, an' the prayin' ministers, 
an' sic like. Then the bogles, they are a better kind o' 
spirits, they meddle wi' nane but the guilty ; the mur- 
derer, an' the mansworu, an' the cheater o' the widow an' 
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fatherless, they do for them. Then the fairies, the/ie 
very harmless ; they're keener o' fan an' frolic than aoght 
else ; but if fock neglect lurk ordinances, they see after 
them. Then the brownie, he's a kind o' half-spirit half- 
man ; he'll drudge an' do a* the wark about the town for 
his meat, but then he'll no work but when he likes for a' 
the king's dominions. That's precisely what we a' be^ 
lieve here awa', auld an' young ; an' 111 tell ye twa or 
three stories that we a' ken to be true, an* which I wadna 
misbelieve for a' that I'm worth. 

'* Sandy Shiel, the herd o' the Birky-Cleuch, was 
standing afore his sheep ae fine day in winter. The 
snaw had been drifted ower the brae-head to the size of 
another hill, but it was blawn bare aneath ; an' there 
was Sandy standin' i' the sun afore his sheep whistUng 
an' singing, and knitting a stocking. Ere ever he wist 
there comes a broken leggit hare by his very foot-*£very 
Scotsman's keen of a hunt— Sandy flings the plaid fiae 
him, an' after the hare what he can streik, hallooing, and 
crying on his dog to kep. As he gaed o'er the brow he 
was close upon her, an' had up his stick just to knock 
her dead — Tut I the hare vanished in a moment I Sandy 
jumpit round about an' round about — ' What the devil's 
come o' my hare now? Is she santit? or yirdit? or 
flown awa' ?'— Sandy lookit up into the ur, but she wasna 
to be seen there neither. She was gane, an' for ever I 
Sandy was amaist swarf d, the cauld sweat brak on him, 
an' he clew his head. * Now, gude faith, I hae seen 
muckle,' quo' Sandy, ' but the like o' that I saw never.' 
Sandy trodged back, wantin' his hare, to lift his plaid. 
But what think ye? The hale volume o' snaw on the 
hill aboon had shot away and buried the plaid fifty feet 
deep ; it was nae mair seen till the month o' liay. 
Sandy kneeled down amang the snaw and thankit Us 
Maker; he saw brawly what the hare had been. 

'* 111 tell you another that I like still better. Tlie 
shepherd's house at Glen-Tress, in Tweeddale, had anoe 
been a farm-steadmg, but it was at the time this happen- 
ed mhabited by an honest respectable shepherd, his wifo 
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flnd six cMdrett. ' One evening after the sun had set, 
the eldest girl came running in, crying, * Bless me, sirs, 
come here — Here is the grandest lady coming to the 
house that ever vms seen in the world/ They all ran to 
the door, young and old, and they every one saw her 
coming at the distance of only about twenty paces — She 
was never more seen I But that very moment the house 
fell in, gable and all, with a dreadful crash ; and thus a 
worthy family was saved from momentary destruction. 
Ah ! I wadna hae given that man's feelings of gratitude 
that night toward his Maker and Preserver, for a' the 
dogmas of a thousand cauld-heartit philosophers !" 

** Nor would I," said Jane ; and they walked on in 
deep silence. 

Barnaby always carried the child one half of the way 
as nearly as they could agree, but after carrying him often 
two miles, he would contend that it was but one ; they 
got plenty of bread and milk at the farm-houses and cot- 
tages as they passed, for there was no house of accommo- 
dation near the whole of their track. One time, after 
they had refreshed and rested themselves, Jane reminded 
her conductor that he had promised the evening before 
to entertain her on their journey with the story of the pro- 
fligate laird. 

"That's an awfu' story," said Barnaby, "but it is 
soon tauld. It was the Lsdrd o' Ettrickhaw; he that 
biggit his house amang the widow's com, and never had a 
day to do weel in it. It isna yet a full age sin' thefoun- 
dation-stane was laid, an' for a' the grandeur that was 
about it, there's nae man at this day can tell where the 
foundation has been, if he didna ken afore. He was 
married to a very proud precise lady, come o' high kin, 
but they greed aye weel eneugh till bonny Molly Grieve 
came to the house to serve. Molly was as light-hearted 
as a kid, an* as blithe as a laverock, but she soon altered. 
She first grew serious, then sad, and unco pale at times : 
an* they whiles came on her greetin by hersel. It was 
ower weel seen how matters stood, an* there was nae mair 
peace about the house. At length it was spread ower a* 
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the parish that the lady had gotten Molly a fine genteel 
service in Edinburgh, an* up comes hurkle-backit Charley 
Johnston, the laird's auld companbn in wickedness, wi' 
a saddle an' a pad to take her away. When they set her 
on ahint him, Molly shook hands wi* a' the servants, but 
couldna speak, for she little kend when she would see 
them again. But, instead o' taking her away 1' the £ur 
daylight, i' the ee o* God an' man, he took her away just 
when the lave war gaun to their beds : an' instead o^ gae- 
ing the road to Edinburgh, they war seen riding ower the 
Cacra-cross at twal o'clock at night. Bonny Molly Grieve 
was never seen again, nor heard of mair in this world 1 
But there war some banes found about the Alemoor Loch 
that the doctors said had belanged to a woman. There 
was some yellow hair, too, on the scpU, that was moo 
like Molly's, but nae body could say. 

" Then there was a fine strapping lass came in her places 
a £&nner s daughter, that had mony a lad running after 
her, but it wasna a year and a half till a service was to 
provide in Edinburgh for her too. Up came hurkle-backit 
Charley to take her away, but no gin they should «' 
hae sutten down on their knees wad she gae wi' him ; she 
grat an' pray'd, an' they fleeched an' flait ; but she stayed 
in the parish in spite o' their teeth, an' shamed them a*. 
She had a son, but Chariey got him to take to the nursing, 
far away some gate, an' there was nae body ony mair 
fashed wi' him. 

*' It wad be endless to tell ye ower a' their wickednets^ 
for it can hardly be believed. Charley had mony sic job 
to do, baith at hame and at a distance. They grew bfdth 
odious in the country, for they turned aye the langer the 
waur, and took less ptdns to hide it ; tiU ae night that the 
laird was walking at the back o' his garden, in the moon* 
light. It was thought he was waiting for a woman be 
had some tryste with, but that was conjecture, for be 
never said sae. At length he saw ane coming towards 
him, and hasted to meet her, but just as he approached, 
she held up her hand at him, as it war to check him, or 
make him note who she was ; and when he lookit in her 
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face, and saw what it was like, he uttered a loud cry, and 
fell senseless on the ground. Some fock heard the noise, 
and ran to the place, and fand him lying streekit in a 
deep dry seuch at the hack of the garden. They carried 
hhn m, and he soon came to himself ; but after that he 
was never like the same man, but rather like ane demen- 
tit. He durst never mair sleep by himsel while he lived : 
but that wasna lang, for he took to drinking, and drank, 
and swore, and blasphemed, and said dreadfu' things that 
folk didna understand. At length, he drank sae muckle 
ae night out o' desperation, that the blue lowe came burn- 
ing out at his mouth, and he died on his ain hearth-stane, 
at a time o' life when he should scarcely have been at 
prime. 
But it wasna sae wi' Charley I He wore out a lang 
and hardened life ; and, at the last, when death came, he 
Goodna die. For a day and two nights they watched him, 
thinking every moment would be the last, but always a 
few minutes after the breath had left hb lips, the feeble 
cries of infants arose from behind the bed, and wakened 
lum np again. The family were horrified ; but his sons 
and daughters were men and women, and for their ain 
mkm they durstna let ane come to hear his confessions. 
At lttl> on the third day at two in the morning, he died 
dean mway. They watched an hour in great dread, 
and then streekit him, and put the dead-claes on him, 
bat they hadna weel done before there were cries, as if 
a woman had been drowning, came from behind the bed, 
and the voice cried, * 0, Charlie, spare my life ! — Spare 
my life I For your own soul's sake and mine, spare my 
lifel' On which the corpse again sat up in the bed, 
pawled wi' its hands, and stared round wi' its dead face. 
The family could stand it nae langer, but fled the house, 
and rade and ran for ministers, but before any of them 
got there, Charley was gane. They sought a' the house 
and in behind the bed, and could find naething ; but that 
same day he was found about a mile frae his ain house, 
up in the howe o' the Baileylee-linn, a' torn limb frae 
limb, an' the dead-claes beside him. There war twa cor- 
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bies seen flying o*er the muir that day, carrying BomeV 
thmg atween them, an* fock suspectit it was Charley's soul, 
for it was heard nlakui' a loud maen as they flew o'er 
Alemoor. At the same time it was reportit, that there 
was to be seen every morning at two a clock, a naked 
woman torfelling on the Alemoor loch, wi* her hands tied 
behind her back, and a heavy stane at her neck. lt*s an 
awsome story. I never dare tell it but in the middle o* 
the day, and even then it gars a' my flesh creep ; but the 
hale country has heard it, and God only kens whether it 
be true or no. It has been a warning to mony ane." 

Our fair wanderer asked for no more ghost stories. 
The last had sufficed her, — it having been even more 
shocking than the former ones were delightful ; so they 
travelled on, conversing about common or casual events, 
save that she gave him a short sketch of her history, 
whereof to inform his parents, with strong injunctions of 
secrecy. They came in view of his father's cottage be» 
fore sunset. It was situated in the very wildest and most 
romantic glen in the shire of Peebles, at the confluence 
of two rough but clear mountain streams, that ran one 
on each side of the house and kailyard, and mingled their 
waters immediately below these. The valley was level, 
green, and beautiful, but the hills on each side, high, ste^ 
and romantic ; and while they cast their long black sha- 
dows aslant the glen, the beams of the sun were shed over 
these like streamers in the middle air. It was a scene of 
tranquillity and repose, if not indeed the abode of the 
genii and fairies. Jane's heart danced within her when 
her eye turned to the varied scenery of the mountaioSr 
but again sunk when it fell on the cottage at which she 
was going to seek a retreat. She dreaded her reception, 
knowing how equivocal her appearance there most be; 
but she longed and thursted for such a retreat, and as she 
was not destitute of money, she determined to proftr 
more for her board than she could well afford to psfi 
rather than be refused. Barnaby also spoke less astbef 
advanced up the glen, and seemed struggling with akiiw 
of dryness about his tongue, which would not suffor biv 
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to pronounce the words aright Two fine shaggy healthy- 
lookmg collies came barking down the glen to meet them, 
and at a timid distance behind them, a half grown puppy, 
making more noise than them both. He was at one time 
coming brattling forward, and barking fiercely, as if going to 
attack them, and at another, running yelping away from 
them with his tail between his legs. Little George laughed 
as he had been tickled at him. When the dogs came 
near, and saw that it was their old fire-side acquaintance 
and friend, they coured at his feet, and whimpered for 
joy ; they even licked his fair companion's hand, and ca- 
pered around her, as if glad to see any friend of Barnaby s. 
Tlie whelp, perceivmg that matters were amicably made 
up, likewise ventured near ; and though he had never 
seen any of them before, claimed acquaintance with all, 
and was so kind and officious that he wist not what to 
do ; but at last he fell on the expedient of bearing up 
the comer of Jane's mantle in his mouth, which he did 
aU the way to the house. — George was perfectly de- 
lighted. 

•• I think," said Jane, " the kindness of these creatures 
betokens a hearty welcome within !" 

•* Ay, that it does," answered Barnaby ; ** a dog that 
18 brought up with a man in a wild place, is always of 
the very same disposition with himself." 

Strangers seldom approached that sequestered spot — 
passengers never. They observed, while yet at a good 
distance, Barnaby 's mother standing amid her burly boys 
«t.the end of the cottage, watching their approach, and 
they. heard her calling distinctly to her husband, " Aigh ! 
Geordie, yon's our ain Barny, I ken by auld Help's 
Motions ; but wha she is that he's bringing wi' him, is 
^yont my comprehension." 

She hurried away in to put her fire-side in some order, 
^nd nought was then to be seen but two or three bare- 
headed boys, with their hair the colour of peat-ashes, 
•etting their heads always now and then by the corner 
of the house, and vanishing again in a twinkling. The 
^Id shepherd was sitting on his divot-seat, without the 

I. s 
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door, mending a shoe« Bamaby strode up to hiin. 
•* How are ye the night, father ?" 

*• No that ill, Bamy lad — \s that you? How are ye 
yoursel ?" s£dd a decent-looking middle-aged man, scratcb- 
ing his head at the same time with the awl, and fixing his 
eyes, not on his son, but the companion that he had 
brought with him. When he saw her so young, so beau- 
tiful, and the child in her arms, the inquiring look that 
he cast on his son was unutterable. SUence rdgned for 
the space of a minute. Bamaby made holes in the ground 
with his staff — ^the old shepherd began again to sew his 
shoe, and little Geoi*ge prattled to his iwnnfim, <« U^g g 
vely good bonny halp, manuna ; Geoge neyel saw sic a 
good halp." 

" An* how hae ye been sin' we saw ye, Bamy Y* 

" Gaylys !" 

'* I think ye hae brought twa young strangers wi'yer 

" I wat have I." 

" Whar fell ye m wi' them ?" 

" I want to speak a word to you, father." 

The old shepherd flung down his work, and foUowed 
his son round the corner of the house. It was not two 
minutes till he came back. Jane had sat down on the 
sod-seat. 

'* This is a pleasant evening," said he, addressing her. 

** It is a very sweet evening," was the reply. 

" Ye'll be weary ; ye had better gang in an* rest ye." 

She thanked him, and was preparing to go. 

"It*s a muckle matter," continued he, " whan ibck can 
depend on their ain. My Bamy never deceived me t' 
his life, an' you are as welcome here as heart can luk 
ye. The flower in May is nae welcomer than ye V9 
to this bit shieling, and your share of a* that's in it 
Come your ways in, my bonny woman, an' think wo 
shame. Ye shall never be lookit on as either a beggtf 
or borrower here, but just ane o' oursels." So say- 
ing he took her hand in both his, and led her into the 
house. 

" Wife, here's a young stranger our son h{i8 brougk^ 
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to bide a whfle wi' ye ; mak her welcome i' the mean 
time, an' yell be better acquaintit by and by." 

** In troth I sal e'en do sae. Come 4wa in by to the 
muckle chsdr — Whar is he himsel, the muckle duddy 
feltered goxik ?" 

•* Ah, he's coming, poor fellow — ^he's takin a tune to 
himsel at the house-end — there's a shower i' the heads 
wi' Bamy — his heart can stand naething — it is as saft 
as a snaw-ba', an' &r mair easily thawed, but it is aye in 
the riglit place for a' that." 

It was a happy evening ; the conversation was inter- 
esting, and kept up till a late hour ; and when the old 
couple learned from Jane of the benevolent dismterested 
part that their son had acted, their eyes glowed with 
deUgbt, and theur hearts waxed kinder and kinder. Before 
they retired to rest, the old shepherd performed family 
worship, with a glow of devotional warmth which Jane 
had never before witnessed in man. The psalm that he 
sang, the portion of Scripture that he read, and the 
prayer that he addressed to the throne of grace, savour- 
ed aU of charity and benevolence to our fellow creatures. 
The whole economy of the family was of that simple and 
primitive cast, that the dwellers in a large city never 
dream of as existmg. There was to be seen contentment 
without affluence or ambition, benevolence without osten- 
tation, and piety without hypocrisy; but at the same 
time such a mixture of gaiety, good sense, and super- 
stitious ideas, blent together in the same minds, as was 
altogetiier inscrutable. It was a new state of existence 
to our &ir stranger, and she resolved with avidity to im- 
prove it to the best advantage. 

But we must now leave her in her new habitation, 
and return with Bamaby to the families of Earlhall and 
Todburn. Lindsey went up the water every day fishing 
as he had done formerly, but was astonished at observing 
from day to day, that his fair Wool-gatherer's cottage 
was locked, and no smoke issuing from it. At first he 
imagined that she might have gone on a visit, but at 
length began to suspect that some alteration had taken 
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place in her circumstances ; and the anxiety thai he felt 
to have some intelligence, whetl^er that change was 
fayourable or the reverse, was such that he himself- won- 
dered at it. He could not account for it even to his 
own mind. It was certainly the child that so much in- 
terested him, else he cat</</ no^ account for it. Lindsey 
might easily have solved the difficulty had he acquiesced 
freely in the sentiments of his own heart, and acknow- 
ledged to himself that he was in love. But no I — all his 
reasoning, as he threw the line across the' stream and 
brought it back again, went to disprove that. " That I 
can be in love with the girl is out of the question — there 
is no danger of such an event ; for, in the first place, I 
would not wrong her, or abuse her affections, for the 
whole world ; and in the next, I have a certain rank and 
estimation to uphold in society. I am a proprietor to a 
large extent— a freeholder of the county— come of a 
good family, at least by the father's side, and that I 
ishould fall in love with and marry a poor Wool-gatherer, 

with a" ! He was going to pronounce a word, hot 

it stuck, not in his throat, but in the very utmost per- 
ceptible avenues that lead to the heart. "It is a very 
fine child, however, — I wish I had him under my pro- 
tection, then his mother might come and see him ; but I 
care not for that, provided I had the child. Ill have 
that child, and for that purpose I will inquire after the 
mother directly." 

He went boldly up to the cot, and peeped in at the 
little window. The hearth was cold, and the furniture 
neatly arranged. He examined the door, but the step 
and threshold had not been swept as they wont for many 
days, and the green grass was beginning to peep up 
around them. " There is something extremely melaB- 
choly in this I" said he to himself. *' I could not endure 
the veriest wretch on my estate to be thus lost, without 
at least inquiring after him." 

He turned his eyes to the other cottages, and to the 
farm-house, but lacked the courage to go boldly up to 
any of them, and ask after the object of his thoughtii 
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He jretamed to the fishing, but caught no fish, or if he 
did it WIS against his will. 

On Barnaby's return he made some sly inquiries about 
the causes that induced to Jane's removal without effect, 
the figirmer had kept all so snug. But haverel Meg, (as 
they called her for a nick-name,) his sister, knew, and 
though she was an excellent keeper of secrets among her 
own sex, yet she could not help Mabbing them some- 
times to the young fellows, which her brother always 
accounted a very ridiculous propensity ;•— whether or not 
it is a natural one among old maids, the relater of this 
tale does not pretend to decide ; he is induced to thmk 
it is, but is not dogmatic on that side, not having be- 
stowed due consideration on the subject. 

One day, when Bamaby came home to his breakfast 
ntber later than usual, and while he was sitting hewing 
away at a good stiff bicker of paritch, mixed with butter- 
milk, his exodlent dog Nimrod all the time sitting with 
his head leaned on his master's knee, watching the pro- 
gress of every spoonful, thinking the latter was rather 
gCMng near him that day in their wonted proportions-— 
while Bamaby, I say, was thus delightfully and busily 
employed, in comes Meg, bare-footed, with a clean white 
WT^per and round-eared cap on. " Barny, will ye hae 
time to help me to the water wi' a boucking o' claes ? 
Yell just only hae to carry the tae end o' the hand-barrow 
to the water, wait till I sinde up the sarks, an' help me 
hame wi' them again." 

" That I will. Miss Peggy, wi' heart an' hand." 

" Miss Peggy I SnuSs o tobacco I Meg's good enough I 
Troth, I'm nane o' your raoUoping, precise flegaries, that 
want to be miss'd, an' beckU, an' bowed to. Na, sooth ! 
Meg's good enough; phin dowimght Meg o* the Todbum,** 

** Weel, weel ; hand your tongue, I'll do a that ye 
bid me, an' mair, Meg, my bonny woman." 

" How war a* your focks, Barny, when ye war ower 
seeing them ?' 

" Unco weel, an' they're muckle behadden to you for 
your kind speering." 

S 2 
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" I kend your father weel ; he's a good dEomie man." 

** I wish he had beltit your shoulders as aft as he has 
done mme, ye maybe wadna hae said sae muckle for 
him.** 

** Ay, it*s weel o* you to say sae ; but he's a douse, 
respectable man, and he's no disgraced in his son." 

Barnaby rose with his bicker in his hand ; gave it a 
graceful swing, as a gentleman does his hat when he 
meets a lady, made a low bow, and set down Nimrod his 
share of the paritch. 

When they went to the river Barnaby sat him down 
on the bank, and M^ went into the running stream, and 
b^an with great agility, and much splashing, to wa^ 
up her clothes. Barnaby perceived her smiling to her- 
self, and was sure that a volley of some stuff or other 
was forthcoming. She cast her eyes towards the laird's 
house, then looked up the water, then down, in case any 
one might be angling on it ; and after perceiving that 
there was nobody withm a mile of them, she spoke as 
follows to Barnaby, in a half whisper, lest any one should 
overhear her. 

** Glide sauf us to the day, Bamy man ! What think 
ye o' our laird ?" 

" Very muckle. I think him a decent worthy lad." 

"Decent! Shame fa* his decency! — I watna what 
will be countit undecent soon ! Sae ye haena heard o' 
his shamfu* connexion wi' the bit prodigal, dinnagood 
lassie, that was here ?" 

" Never.*' 

" It's a' ower true though ; but say nae a word about 
it. My billy Rob was obliged to chase her out o* the 
country for it ; an* a burnin shame an' a disgrace it was 
to the Isdrd to take up wi' the likes o' her. — Deil a bit o' 
her has the pith o' a pipe-stapple ! — Fich, fy ! Away 
wi' your spindle-shankit babyclouts — they're no the gear." 

" As ye say, Meg. I like nane o' the women that 
stand pon trifles" 

" Stand on trifles ! — Ha ! ha ! that's real good I that's 
devUish clever for a — young man ! Ha ! ha ! — Tut ! that 
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water's weetin' a' my claes.— 'Wad ye hae made sic a 
choice, Bamy?" 

"D'ye think that I'm hlind? or that I dmna ken 
what's what ? — Na, na, M^ ! let me alane ; I'm no sae 
young a cat but I ken a mouse by a feather." 

" If a* our young men had the sense o' you, Bamy, 
some o' them might get a pock an' a wheen rustit nails 
to jingle in't ; they might get something better than a bit 
painted doll, wi' a waist like a thread-papet, an' hae 
nought ado foreby but to draw in the chair an' sit down ; 
but iheyU rin after a wheen clay-cakes baken i' the sun, 
an' leave the good substantial ait-meal bannocks to stand 
till 'they moul, or be pouched by them that draff an' 
bran wad better hae mensed ! — Tut I I'm ower deep into 
the stream again, without ever thinkin' o't." 

" That's a' ower true that ye hae been saym', Meg 
—ower true, indeed ! ' But as to your news about the 
laird and Jane, I dinna believe a word o't." 

" Oh I it's maybe no true, ye ken ! It's very likely 
a lee I There's naething mair likely, than that a' their 
correspondence was as pure as the morning snaw. For 
a laird, ye ken, worth three thousand pund o' yearly 
rental, to frequent the house o' a bit lassie for an hour 
ilka day, an' maybe ilka night to, wha kens ; ye ken it's 
a' fair I there's nought mair likely than that they're very in- 
nocent ! An' sic a ane too as she is ! little better, I trow, 
than she should be, gin a' war kend. To be sure she has 
a son, thai may arguy something for her decency. But 
after a', I dinna blame her^ for I ken by mysel " 

" Hand your tongue now, Meg, my bonny quean ; for 
I ken ye are gaun to lee on yoursel, an* speak nonsense 
hito the bargadn." 

" Ah ! Bamy ! but ye are a queer ane !" (then in a 
whisper.) " I say — Bamy — What do ye think o' the 
bit farm o' Hesperslack ? How wad ye like to be tenant 
there yoursel, an' hae servants o' your ain V 

** I haena thought about that yet ; but yondcr's my 
master keekin ower the knowe ; he'll be thuikiii I'm stayin 
unco lang frae my sheep.* 
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*<Ah! IS my billy Rob yonder? — No a word ye ken 
now, Barny. No a chdp aboon your breaAaboat yon." 

Sad and heavy were Bamaby 8 reflections that day as 
he herded hU sheep all alone. ** And this k tiie giri 
that I have taken and recommended so warmly to my 
parents ! I do not believe the hatefol slander ; but I 
will go and inform them of alL It is proper they should 
know all that I know, and then let them judge for them*. 
selves. Poor luckless Jeany ! I fear Ae is a ruined 
creature, be she as innocent and harmless as she will 1" 

Bamaby was resolved to go, but day past on after day, 
and still he had not the heart to go and tell his paientei, 
although every whisper that he heard tended rather to 
strengthen su^icion than dispel it 

On the very day that we 1^ Lindsey in such distresB 
for the loss of his amiable Wool-gatherer, Bamaby and 
he met by the side of the stream, at the foot of the Tod- 
bum- Hope. They were both alike anxious to speak td 
one another, but neither of them had the courage to beg^ 
although both were burning to talk on the same theme. 
Lindsey fished away, swimming the fly across the ripple 
as dexterously and provokingly as he was able. Barmby 
stood and looked on in silence; at length a yellowfin 
rose. " Aigh, that was a great chap ! I vidsh your 
honour had hookit that ane." 

** It was better for him that I did not. Do you ever 
fish any ?" 

" yes. I gump them whiles." 

" Gump them ? pray what mode of fishing is that T* 

** 1 guddle them in aneath the stanes an' the braes 
like." 

" I do not exactly understand the terms nor the pro- 
cess. Pray will you be so good," conthmed he, holding 
out the fishing-rod to Barnaby, **as give me a specimen 
how you gump the fish ?" 

" Od bless you, sir, I can do naething wi' that goad ; 
but if ye'll gang wi* me a wee piece up the Todbum- 
Hope, or up to the Rowntree-Lhin, I'll let ye see gump* 
ing to perfection." 
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On being assured that it was not above half a mile to 
either of the places, the laird accompanied Bamaby with- 
.out . hesitation, to. witness this pastoral way of fishing. 
By the way their convierse became very interesting to both 
'paurties; biit we cannot interrupt the description of such a 
lavourite rural sport just now. Let it suffice that their 
discourse was all concerning a fair unfortunate, of whom 
the reader has heard a good deal already, , and. of whom 
he shall hear more in due time. 

They crossed over, a sloping ground, at the bottom of 
A green steep hill, and soon came into the Todburn-Hope. 
It was a narrow level valley between two high hills, and 
terminated in the haunted linn, above the sheep-house 
formerly mentioned. Down this narrow vale the Tod 
.Bum ran with a thousand beautiful serpentine windings, 
«Qd at every one of these turns there were one or two clear 
-deep pools, overhung by little green banks. Into the first 
of these pools Barnaby got with his staff, plunging and poach- 
ing to make all the fish take into close cover ; then he 
threw off his ragged coat, tucked up the sleeves of his shirt 
to the shoulders, . tying them together behind, and into 
the pool he got again, knees and elbows, putting his arms 
in below the green banks, into the.closest and most secret 
recesses of the trouts. There was no eluding him ; he threw 
them out one after another, sometimes hitting the aston- 
ished laird on the face, or any other part of the body with- 
t)ut ceremony, for his head being down sometimes close 
with the water, and sometimes below it, he did not see 
where he flung them. The trouts being a little startled 
at this momentary, change from, one element to another, 
jumped about on the grass, and cast so many acute som- 
ersets, that the laird had greater difficulty in getting hold of 
them the second time to put them into his basket, than 
Bamaby had at first ; and when the latter had changed the 
scene of plunder to a new pool, Lindsey was commonly 
to be seen beside the old one, moving slowly about on 
his hands and knees. "1 think ye*re pinched to catch 
them on the dry grund, sir," said Bamaby to him. 

" No, no,'* returned he, with the utmost simplicity ; 
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" but I was looking lest some of them had made their 
way among the long grass and eluded me ; and besides 
they are so very active and slippery that I seldiHn csb 
keep the hold of them that I get." 

As they were going from one of these little po(^ to 
another, he said to our shepherd, '* So this is what yon 
call gumpingf" 

Yes, sir, this \s gumping, or (fuddling^ ony o' them 
ye like to ca't.** 

*' I do not think this is altogether a fair way of fishmg." 

" Now, I think it is muckle fearer than the ttther way, 
sir. Your way is founded on the lowest artifice and deceit; 
but I come as an avowed enemy, and let them escape me 
if they can. I come into a £unily as a brave mountiiB 
robber, or freebooter ; but you come as a deceitful fnend, 
promising to treat the fieaxdly with all good things, that 
you may poison them every one unawares. A mountain- 
eer's sports are never founded on cunning ; if s a' sheer 
and main force wi' us." 

Lindsey confessed that the shepherd's arguments had 
some foundation in nature and truth, but that they sa- 
voured of a period exempt from civilization and the fine 
arts. <* At all events," said he, '* it is certainly the most 
downright way of fishing that I ever beheld." In short, 
it was not long till the laird was to be seen wading in the 
pools, and jumping as busily as the other ; and, finally, 
he was sometimes so intent on his prey, that the water 
was running over his back, so that when he raised himself 
up it poured out torrents from his fine Holland slurt and 
stained cambrick ruffles. <* Ye hae settled the pletts o^ 
your sark," said Barnaby. Never did the family of Eazl- 
hall behold such a basket of trouts ; and sever had its 
proprietor such a day's sport at the fishing, as he had at 
the gumping or gtuicUing the trouts among the links of 
the Todbum-Hope. 

Though the sport occupied their minds oompletdy 
during the tune they were engaged ui it, yet it was only 
a relaxation from coi\cenv% of a mcure serious nature. 
From Barnaby'8Moimal\OTvXVft\2fia^TtfSHj«8w«HM3^\^^ 
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the knd lay ; and though he got no hmt of the part that 
his mother had acted in it, yet he rather suspected, for 
he well knew her sentiments regarding all the young 
and beautiful part of her own sex. Bamaby gave him no 
notice that he had ever seen the girl after her dismissal, 
or that he knew to what part of the world she had retired; 
and before they parted he desired him to tell his master 
to come down and speak with him that night. 

Robin came as appointed; Lmdsey and his mother 
were sittmg by themselves in the parlour when the ser- 
vant announced him ; he was ordered to join them, and as 
soon as he came in, Lindsey said, ** Come away, Robin, 
I had a piece of information within these few days of you, 
that has somewhat distressed me, and I sent for you to 
make inquiry concerning it. What reasons had you for 
tornmg away the poor stranger girl and child from her 
cot before the term of your agreement expired ?" 

Robin looked to the wmdow, then to the lady, and then 
to the window agam, and finally looked down to the carpet, 
twirled his bonnet with both hands, and remained silent. 

Though a strong and speakmg look of appeal was turned 
on the old lady by Robin from tune to tune, yet she, 
hearing her son speak in that determined manner, likewise 
sat still without opening her lips. 

Why dont you answer me?" continued Lindsey. 

I ask you simply what were your reasons for turning 
her away ? you certainly must be able to state them." 

** Hem I We war feared, sir — we war feared that she 
was a bad ane." 

•• You were afraid she was bad ? Had you no other 
proofs of her badness farther than your own fears ?* 

" Indeed, sir, I never saw ony ill behaviour about the 
lassie. But ye ken weel enough that ane wha had for- 
saken the paths o' virtue and honesty sae early as it ap- 
pears she had done, wi' sic an enchanting manner, an' 
weelfaured face into the boot, was rather a dangerous 
neighbour for sae mony young chiels." 

•* I think what Robin says is very true, and good sense," 
said the old lady. 
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^* You certainly ought to have taken all these thmgs 
into consideration before you bargained with her at fii^ 
Robin," said Lindsey. '* I suppose you cannot argue 
that she is either grown younger or more beautiful since 
that period ? I rather suspect, Robin, that you have used 
this young woman extremely ill ; and if you cannot ^e 
any better reasons for your severity towards her, I can 
find out a method of forcing you to make an ample teiiU 
bution," 

** Indeed then, sir, sm' I maun tell the truth, I will teD 
the truth ; it was my lady, your worthy mother there, 
that persuaded, and ordered me to turn her away ; for 
we had observed how- great a favourite she was wiUiyou, 
and dreaded the consequences." 

'* It is then exactly as I suspected. You two have done 
me a great injury, and one that will not be easily wiped 
away. I hope neither of you intended it ; but I woald 
gladly know what trait in my character justified the con- 
clusion you made ; I think you might both have known 
my dispositions better than to have so readily believed that 
I would injure youth and beauty, that had already been 
unfortunate in the world — ^that I would add to her state 
of wretchedness, by annihilating for ever that innate prin- 
ciple of virtue and modesty, inherent in every young fc-; 
male's breast, which never man loved more, or delighted 
more to view, exerting all its primitive and untainted swayl 
If you had reflected at all, you could not have believed 
me capable of it. You have taken the readiest means in 
your power of injuring my character in the eyes of the 
world. It must naturally be concluded, that there was a 
profligate and criminal intercourse subsisting between us,' 
which rendered such .an act of cruelty and iigustice neces- 
sary. You have hurt my honour and my feelings, and 
wronged a defenceless and amiable young woman. It is 
on my account that she is thus innocently suffering, and 
I am determined, for my own satisfaction, to see her 
righted, as far as redress is iu my power, though equitSp 
lent for an injured TeputaA.\otvl\vftxe\axvwv^\\ssjX^«:^ 
vile insinuation on my accowivX ^\i»SL >q^ SsSaVj ^Sas^i^fi^ 
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To make, therefore, aii end of all reflections at once, I 
warn you, Robin, that if she is not found, and restored 
to her rights in less than a fortnight at farthest, you need 
not be surprised if you are some day removed on as short 
notice as you gave to her.*' 

The old lady and farmer had an inward view of matters 
in a different light : They perceived that the world would 
s^y he had brought her back to keep her there as his mis- 
tress, but this elegant and inflated harangue they were 
unable to answer. The young man's conscience was hurt, 
and they were no casuists. The lady, it is true, uttered 
some involuntary sounds as he was speaking, but it was 
not easy to determine whether they were groans or hems 
of approbation. If one might have judged from her coun- 
tenance, they were like the former, but the sounds them- 
selves were certsdnly modulations of the latter. She was 
dependant on her son ! Robin was studying a friendly 
reply, by way of remonstrance, all the time of the speech ; 
bu( Robin was a widower, had a good farm, a large fami- 
ly, and was a tenant at will, and the conclusion of the 
cold speech was a stumbling-block to^Robin. 

Pray» gentle reader, did you ever see a country maiden 
baking pease-meal bannocks ? If you ever did you must 
have noted, that before she committed them one by one 
to the gridiron, she always stood straight up, with her 
head gracefully turned to one side, and moulded them 
with her two hands to an orb, as nearly resembling the 
fiill moon a& flile could. You must likewise have remarked, 
that while engaged in this becoming part of her avocation, 
she was never once looking at her work, but that while her 
head had that sly cast to the one side, her eyes were ever 
and anon fixed on tlie window, noting what was going on 
without, looking perhaps for her lad coming from the hill, 
or whistling at the plough. If you have ever seen this, 
you can easily comprehend the attitude I mean — if you 
have never, it is a great pity ! 

Exactly in such a situation stood our honest farmer, 
Robin Muckerland, plying his bonnet round with both 
Lands in the same way — his head was likewise turned to 
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une side, and his eyes immoveably fixed on (he window—- 
it was the girFs position to a hau:. Let any man take his 
pen and describe the two attitudes, there is not the slight- 
est shade of diflterence to be discerned — ^the one knee 
of both is even slackened and bent gently forward, the 
other upright and firm, by its own weight made stead- 
fast and immoveable. Yet how it comes I do not com- 
prehend, and should like much to consult my friend, 
David Wilkie, about it — ^it is plain that the attitudes are 
precisely the same, yet the girl's is quite delightful — 
Robin's was perfectly pitiable. . He had not one word to 
say, but baked his bonnet and stood thus. 

** This is my determination," continued Lindsey, "and 
you may pay what attention to it you please.** 

*.* Od, sir, Vm excessively vexed at what has hsqppened, 
now when ye liae letten me see it in its true light, an* I 
sal do what I can to find her again, an' mak her what 
amends I am able. But, od ye see, naebody kens where 
she's ye see. She may be gane into the wild Highlands, 
or away to that outlandish country ayont the sea that they 
ca' Fife, an' how am I to get her ? therefore, if I canna 
an' dinna get her, I hope you will excuse me, especially 
as neither the contrivance nor the act was mine." 

" You and my honoured mother settle that betwixt you. 
I will not abate a tittle of that I have said ; but to encourage 
your people in the search, or whomsoever you are pleased 
to employ, I shall give ten guineas to the person who finds 
her and restores her to her home.'' 

" Aweel, son Lindsey," said the lady, moving her head 
like the pendulum of a clock, " your mother meant ye 
good, an' nae ill, ui what she has done ; but them that wiH 
to Cupar maun to Cupar. For the sake o' Robin and his 
family, and no for the neighbourhood o' this whilly-wha of 
a young witch, I shall gi'e the body that finds her half 
as mucklc." 

" And I," said Robin, *' shall gi'e the same, which will 
make up the reward to twenty guineas, an' it is mair than I 
can weel spare ui sic hard times. I never saw better come 
o* women's schemes, as I say whiles to my titty Meg," 
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The company parted, not on the most social terms ; 
and that night, before Robin dismissed his servants to their 
beds, he said, " Lads, my master informs me that I am 
to be plaguit wi' the law for putting away that lassie Jeany 
an' her bit brat atween term days. I gie ye a' your liber- 
ty (rae my wark until the end o' neist week, if she be not 
found afore that time, to search for her ; and whoever 
finds her, and brings her back to her cottage, shall have a 
reward o' twenty gumeas in his loof.*' 

A long conversation then ensued on the best means of 
recovering her ; but Barnaby did not wait on this, but 
hasted away to the stable loft, where his chest stood at 
the head of his bed, dressed himself in his Sunday clothes, 
and went without delay to the nearest stage where horses 
were let out for hire, got an old brown hack equipped with 
a bridle, saddle, and pad, and off he set directly for his 
fether's cottage, where he arrived next morning by the 
time the sun was up. 

To describe all Barnaby's adventures that night would 
take a volume by itself, for it was the very country of 
the ghosts and fairies that he traversed. As his errand 
was, however, solely for good, he was afraid for none of 
them meddling with him, save the devil and the water- 
kelpie ; yet so hardly was he beset with these at thnes, 
that he had no other resource but to shut his eyes close, 
and push, on his horse. He by this resolute contrivance 
got on without interruption, but had been so near 
his infernal adversaries at times, that twice or thrice he 
felt a glow on his face as if a breath of lukewarm air had 
been breathed against it, and a smell exactly resembling 
(he did not like to say brimstone, but) a coal fire just 
gaun out ! — But it is truly wonderful what a man, with a 
conscience void of offence towards God and towards his 
neighbour, will go through ! 

When the daylight began to spring up behind the hills 
of Glenrath, what a blithe and grateful man was Barna- 
by ! " The bogles will be obliged to thraw aff their black 
claes now," said he, " an' in less than half an hour the 
red an' the green anes too. They'll hae to pit on their 
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pollonians o' the pale colour o' the fair daylight, that the 
e'e o' Christian maunna see them ; or gang away an* sleep 
in their dew-cups an' foxter-leaves till the gloaming come 
again. O, but the things o' this warld are weel con- 
trived !'* 

Safely did he reach the glen, at the head of which his 
father s cottage stood, with its little kail-yard in the 
forkings of the bum ; there was no dog, nor even 
little noisy pup, came out to ^ve note of his approach, 
for his father and canine friends had all gone out to the 
heights at a very early hour to look after the sheep. The 
morning was calm and lovely ; but there was no sound in 
the glen save the voice of his mother's grey cock, who 
was perched on the kail-yard dike, and crowing inces- 
santly. The echoes were answering him distinctly from 
the hills ; and as these aerial opponents were the only 
ones he ever in his life had to contend with, he had learned 
to value himself extremely on his courage, and was diq)- 
ping his wings, and braving them in a note louder and 
louder. Barnaby laughed at him, although he himself 
had been struggling with beings as unreal and visionary 
during the whole night ; so ready we are to see the follies 
of others, yet all the while to overlook our own ! 

The smoke was issuing from his mother's chimney in a 
tall blue spire that reached to the middle of the hill : but 
when there, it spread itself into a soft hazy doud, and 
was resting on the side of the green brae in the most still 
and moveless position. The rising sun kissed it with his 
beams, which gave it a light woolly appearance, something 
like floating down ; it was so like a vision that Bamaby 
durst scarcely look at it. ** My mither's asteer," ssdd he 
to himself, *' I ken by her morning reek ; she'll be fikiog 
up an down the house, an' putting a* things to rights ; 
an' my billies they'll be lying grumphing and snoring i' 
their dens, an' Jeany will be lying waking, listening 
w^hat's gaun on, an' wee George will be smffing an* sleep- 
ing sound in her bosom. Now I think, of a* things i* the 
warld a young mother an' her first son is the maist inter- 
estmg — if she has been mifortunate it is ten times matt 
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sae — to see how she'll sit an' look at him ! — (here 
Barnaby blew his nose.)— «I was my mother's first son ; 
if she had been as bonny, an' as gentle, an' as feele as 
Jeany, aih ! but I wad hae likit weel !" 

No one being aware of Barnaby's approach, he rode 
briskly up to the door and rapped, causing at the same 
lime his horse's feet make a terrible clamping on the 
stones. His mother, who had been sweeping the house, 
came running out with the heather besom in her hand. 
•• Bless my heart, callant, is that you ? Sic a gliif as I hae 
gotten w'ye ! What's asteer w'ye ? or whar ir ye gaun 
sae early 1' the morning on that grand cut-luggit beast ?'' 

•• I'm turned a gentleman now, mother, that's a* ; an' 
I thought I wad g'ye a ca' as I gaed by for auld lang 
syne — Hope ye re all well ?" 

•• Deed we're a' no that ill. But, dear Barny, what 
ir ye after ? — Hae ye a' your senses about ye ?" 

•• I thank ye, I dinna miss ony o' them that I notice. 
I'm come for my wife that I left w'ye — How is she ?" 

•• Your wife I Weel I wat ye'U never get the like o' 
her, great muckle hallanshaker-like guff. 

"Haud your tongue now, mother, ye dinna ken wha 
I may get ; but I can tell ye o' somethhig that I'm to 
get. If I take hame that lassie Jeany safe to her house, 
ony time these ten days, • there's naebody kens where I 
hae her hidden, an* I'm to get twenty guineas in my loof 
for doing o»'t." 

•* Ay, 1 tauld ye sae, my dear bairn." 

• Ye never tauld me sic a word, mother." 

* I hae tauld ye oft, that ae good turn never misses 
to meet wi' another, an' that the king may come i' tiie 
beggar's way." 

** Ramsay's Scots Proverbs tell me that." 
** It will begin a bit stock to you, my man ; an' I sal 
say it o' her, gin I sude never see her face again, she's 
the best creature, ae way an' a' ways, that ever was 
about a poor body's house. Ah, God bicss her ! — shc'h 
a dear creature ! — Ye'U never hae cause to rue, my man. 
the pains ye hae tii'en about her." 

T 2 
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Jane was very happy at meeting with her romantic and 
kind-hearted Barnaby agsdn, who told her such a turn as 
affairs had taken m her favour, and all that the Udr4 had 
said to him about her, and the earnest inquiries he had 
made ; and likewise how he had put Robin to his shifts. 
She had lived very happy with these poor honest people, 
and had no mind to leave them ; indeed, from the day 
that she entered their house she had not harboured a 
thought of it ; but now, on account of her furniture, 
which was of considerable value to her, and more parti- 
cularly for the sake of Bamaby*s reward, she judged it 
best to accompany him. So after they had all taken a 
hearty breakfast together at the same board, the old 
shepherd returned thanks to the Bestower of all good 
things, and then kissing Jane, he lifted her on the horse 
behind his son. " Now fare-ye-weel, Jeany my woman," 
said he ; "I think you will be happy, for I'm sure you 
deserve to be sae. If ye continue to mind the tMng 
that's good, there is Ane wha will never forsake ye ; I 
come surety for him. An' if evei' adversity should again 
fa' to your lot, ye shall be as welcome to our bit house 
as ever, and to your share o' ilka thing that's in it ; an* 
if I should see you nae mair, I'll never bow my knee 
before my Maker without remembering you. God bless 
you, my bonny woman ! Fareweel." 

Jane dropped a tear on her benefactor's hand, for who 
could stand such unaffected goodness? Barnaby, who 
had folded his plaid and held little George on it before 
him, turned his face towards the other side of the horse, 
and contracted it into a shape and contortion that is not 
often seen, every feature being lengthened extremely the 
cross way ; but after blowing his nose two or three times 
he recovered the use of his rod, with which he instantly 
began a thrashing his nag, that he might get out of this 
flood of tenderness and leave-taking. It is not easy to 
conceive a more happy man than he was that day, he 
was so proud of his parents' kindness to Jane, and of 
the good he thought he was doing to all parties, and. 
besides, the twenty guineas was a fortune to him. He 
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Went on prating to George, who was quite delighted with 
the ride on such a grand horse ; yet at times he grow 
thoughtful, and testified his regret for the horse, lest he 
should be tired with carrying them all. ** Geoge vely 
soUy fol poole holse, Balny ! Geoge no like to be a 
holse." 

Many were the witch and fairy tales that Barnaby re- 
lated that day to amuse his fellow travellers. He set 
down Jane and George safe at their cottage before even- 
ing, and astonished Robin not a little, who was overjoyed 
to see his lost gimmer and lamb (as he termed them,) so 
soon. He paid Barnaby his twenty guineas that night in 
excellent humour, making some mention, meantime, of 
an old proverb, ** They that hide ken where to seek," 
and without delay sent information to the mansion-house 
that Jane was found, and safely arrived at her own house, 
a piece of news which created no little stir at Earlhall. 

The old lady had entertained strong hopes that Jane 
would not be found ; or that she would refuse to return 
after the treatment she had met with, and the suspicions 
that were raised against her ; in short, she wished her 
not to return, and she hoped she would not ; but now 
all her fond hopes were extinguished, and she could see 
no honourable issue to the affair. It was like to turn 
out a love intrigue ; a low and shameful business, her 
son might pretend what he chose. She instantly lost 
all command of her temper, hurried from one part of the 
bouse to another, quarrelled with every one of the maid 
servants, and gave the two prettiest ones warning to leave 
their places. 

Lindsey was likewise a little out of his reason that 
night, but his feelings were of a very different kind. He 
loved all the human race ; he loved the little birds that 
sang upon the trees almost to distraction. The deep 
blue of the heavens never appeared so serene — the woods, 
the fields, and the flowers, never so delightful ! such a 
new and exhilarating tone did the return of this beautiful 
girl (child, I mean) give to his whole vital frame. "What 
a delightful world this is!" said he to himself; "and 
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sitting by the fire in the same apartment. It was Satur- 
day evening, and my master was anxious to have the job 
done that night, and kept urging me to ply and make 
long stitches. Tliis last injunction he durst not give 
openly, bift there was an understood term which convey- 
ed his meaning. This was, "sit yond, boy, sit yond." 
This he kept repeating and repeating that evening, and 
at every hint, gave me a pradd with his needle, until in 
a fit of impatience 1 returned, ** the deil's i* the bodie, 
for I can sit nae farther yond unless I baLss.** He gave 
me such a look ! I regarded it not, but laughed, and 
joked, and crooned, '* Cauld kail in Aberdeen, an* sowins 
in Strathbogie," and, " The Tailor fell o'er the bed, 
needles an' a*. " But the minister said, ** Aha, William, 
so the secret is out regarding the order to your lad 
always to sit yond, therefore, give up, and go your ways 
home, and come back on Monday morning, for I will not 
have my clotiies or my boy's clothes spoiled by your long 
stitches." ** But tell me this, sir," said my master, who 
wanted to put the matter off as a joke, " whether do you 
think long stitches or short sermons are the worst." 

" William, I want none of your profane and homely 
jests," said the parson, ** therefore keep them to yourself, 
and give up my work ; I can have another tradesman to 
finish it." 

"Yes you can, sir," said my master, " and so can I go 
and hear another minister. I have the advantage of you 
there, for you cannot have a tradesman like me in Aber- 
deenshire, whereas I can have a far better minister. For 
I maintain, that in short sermons often repeated, there is 
greater blame than in long stitches on new ground." 

Thus parted the parson of Auchindoir and my master 
in high chagrin, the consequences of which I was doom- 
ed to abide. No sooner were we beyond the glebe lands, 
than he said with ill feigned civility, " Well, you have 
behaved yourself Uke a sensible young man and a gentle* 
man to-night.** I was going to say, that I had spoken 
rashly and unadvisedly, and was sorry for it, but that it 
was the severe prick with the needle that caused it 
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for I have often inquired ; remain in your place, and 
cfo not go away — remember I order it — give no offence 
to my mother that you can avoid— -be a good girl, as you 
have heretofore been, and here is a guinea to buy you a 
gown at next fabr." 

" Oh, God. bless bun for a kuid good soul !*' said Sally, 
as he went out, and the benediction was echoed from 
every corner of the kitchen. 

He rambled more than half-way up the river side to 
Todburn ; but it was too late to call and see the dear 
child that night, so he returned — joined his mother at 
supper ; was more than usually gay and talkative, and at 
last proposed to invite this fair rambler down to Earlhall 
to breakfast with them next morning. The lady was 
almost paralyzed by this proposal, and groaned in spirit I 

"Certainly, son I certainly! your house is your ain; 
invite ony body to it you like ; nane has a better right! 
a man may keep ony company he chooses. Yell hae 
nae objections, I fancy, that I keep out o' the party ?" 

" Very great objections, mother ; I wish to see this 
girl, and learn her history ; if I call privately, you will 
be offended ; is it not better to do this before witnesses ? 
And I am likewise desirous that you should see her, and 
be satisfied that she is at all events worthy of being pro- 
tected from injury. Let us make a rustic party of it, for 
a little variety — ^we will invite Robin, and his sister Miss 
Margaret, and any other of that class you choose." 

" O certainly ! invite them ilk ane, son — invite a* the 
riff-raff r the parish ; your mother has naething to say." 

He was stung with this perversity, as well as with his 
love for the child on the other hand — ^he did invite them, 
and the invitation was accepted. Down came Robin 
Muckerland, tenant of the Todburn, dressed in his blue 
and gray thread-about coat, with metal buttons, broader 
than a Queen Ann's half-crown, dark corduroy breeches, 
and drab-coloured leggums (the best things, by the bye, 
that ever came in fashion ;) and down came haverel Meg, 
liis sister, alias Miss Peggy, for that day, with her cork- 
heeled shoon, and long-waistcd gown, covered with broad 
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Stripes, like the hangings of an ancient bed. She had, 
moreover, a silken bonnet on her head for laying aside in 
the lobby, under that a smart cap, and under that, ag^, 
an abundance of black curly hair, slightly grizzled, and 
rendered more outrageously bushy that morning by the 
effects of paper-curls over night. Meg was never seen 
dressed in such style before, and I wish from my heart 
that any assembly of our belles had seen her. She viewed 
the business as a kind of show of cattle before the laird, 
in the same way as the young ladies long ago were brought 
in before King Ahasuerus : and she was determmed to 
bear down Jane to the dust, and carry all before her. 
The very air and swagger with which she walked was quite 
delightful, while her blue ribbon-belt, half a foot broad, 
and proportionally long, having been left intentionally 
loose, was streaming behind her, like the pennon of a 
ship. " It is rather odd, billy Rob," said she, "that we 
should thus be invited alang wi' our ain cottar — However, 
the laird's ha' levels a' — if she be fit company for him, 
she maunna be less for us — ^fock maun bow to the bush 
that they seek beild frae." 

" E'en sae, Meg ; but let us see you behave yoursel 
like a woman the day, an' no get out wi' ony o* your 
volleys o' nonsense." 

" Deed, Rob, I'll just speak as I think ; there sail nae- 
thing gyzen i' my thrapple that my noddle pits there. I 
like nane o' your kind o' fock that dare do naething but 
chim chim at the same thing ower again, like the gouk in 
a June day. Meg maun hae out her say, if it sude burst 
Powbeit on her head." 

As they came down by the washing-green, Jane joined 
them, dressed in a plain brown frock, and leading little 
George, who was equipt like an earl's son ; and a prettier 
boy never paddled at a mother's side. 

The old lady was indisposed that day, and unable to 
coipe down to breakfast : and it was not till after the third 
visit from her son, who found he was like to be awkward- 
ly situated with his party, that she was prevailed on to 
Appear. Robin entered first, and made his obeisance; 
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Meg came in with a skip and a courtesy, very like that of 
the water-owzel when she is sitting on a stone in the 
middle of the stream. Poor Jane appeared last, leading 
her boy ; her adr was modest and diffident, yet it had 
nothing of that awkward timidity, inseparable from low 
life, and a consciousness that one has no right to be there. 
The lady returned a slight nod to her courtesy, for she 
had nearly dropt down when she first cast her eyes 
upon her beauty, and elegance of form and manner. 
It was the last hope that she had remaining, that this 
girl would be a vulgar creature, and have no preten- 
sions to that kind of beauty admired in the higher 
circles; now that last hope was blasted. But that 
which astonished every one most, was the brilliancy of 
her eyes, which all her misfortunes had nothing dimmed ; 
theur humid lustre was such, that it was impossible for 
any other eye to meet their glances without withdrawing 
abashed. The laird set a seat for her, and spoke to her 
as easily as he could, but of that he was no great master ; 
he then lifted little George, kissed him, and, setting him 
on his knee, fell a talking to him. *' And where have 
you been so long away from me, my dear little fellow ? 
Tell me where you have been all this while." 

•• Fal away, at auld Geoldie's, little Davie's falel, ye 
ken ; him 'at has 'e fine bonny 'halp wi' a stipe down hele, 
and anolel down hele. — Little Davie vely good till Geoge, 
an vely queel callant." 

Every one laughed aloud at George's description of the 
whelp, and his companion little Davie, save Jane, who 
was afraid he would discover where their retreat had been, 
rather prematurely. Breakfast was served ; the old lady 
forced a complaisance and chatted to Meg, who answered 
her just with what chanced to come uppermost, never once 
to the point or subject on which she was previously talking ; 
for all the time the good old dowager was addressing her, 
she was busied in adjusting some part of her dress — ^look- 
ing at the shape of her stays — casting a glance at the laird, 
and occasionally at Jane — then adjusting a voluptuous 
curl that half-hid her grey eye. She likewise occasion- 
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his hand for silence, — a circumstance that has sorely 
grieved the relater of this tale, — for of all things he would 
have liked to have had Meg s ideas, at full length, of chil- 
dren being produced by sympathy. 

*' I beg your pardon," said Lindsey, " I roust have 
appeared extravagant in my rapturous enthusiasm,* having 
forgot but that you knew all the circumstances as well as 
myself. The whole matter is, however, very soon, and 
very easily explained." 

He then left the room, and all the company gazing 
upon one another. Jane scarcely blushed on receiving 
the vehement proffer from Lindsey, for his rhapsody had 
thrown her into a pleasing and tender delirium of amaze- 
ment, which kept every other feeling in suspense. 

In a few seconcfs he returned, bringing an open letter 
in his hand. — "Here is the last letter,*' said he, "ever 
I received from my brave and only brother ; a short ex- 
tract from which will serve fully to clear up the whole of 
this very curious business." 

He then read as follows : — " Thus, you see, that for 
the last fortnight the hardships and perils we have encoun- 
tered have been many and grievous ; but to-morrow 
will be decisive one way or another. 1 have a strong 
prepossession that I will not survive the battle ; yea, so 
deeply is the idea impressed on my mind, that with me it 
amounts to an absolute certahity ; therefore, I must con- 
^de a secret with you which none in the world know, or in 
the least think of, save another and myself. I was privately 
married before I left Scotland, to a young lady, lovely in 
her person, and amiable in her manners, but without any 
fortune. We resolved, for reasons that must be obvious 
to you, to keep our marriage secret, until I entered to 
the full possession of my estate, and if possible till my re- 
turn ; but now, (don't laugh at me, my dear brother,) 
being convinced that I shall never return, 1 entreat you, 
as a last request, to find her out and afford her protection. 
It is probable, that by this time she may stand in need 

of it. Her name is Amelia M* ^y, daughter to the 

'ite merchant of that name of the firm M' v and 
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Robin's whole visage changed ; his eyes were set on 
Meg, but his brows were screwed down, and his cheeks 
pursed up in such a manner, that those were scarcely 
discernible ; his mouth had meanwhile assumed thcfonn 
and likeness oi one of the long S s on the belly of a 
fiddle. Meg still went on. ** Dear Rob, says I, man, 
says I, that disna apply to her ladyship ava, for every 
thing that she does, an' every thing that she says, shows 
her to be a douse hamely body ; the very way that she 
rins bizzin through the house, an* fliting on the servants^ 
proves that she mak^ nae pretensions to high gentility." 

Lindsey, who now dreaded some explosion of rage 
subversive of all decorum, began and rallied Meg, com- 
mended her flow of spirits and fresh looks, and said she 
was very much of a kdy herself. 

"I wat, laird,** said she, " I think aye if a body be- 
haves wi' ease, an' without ony stiffness an' precision, 
that body never behaves ill ; but, to be sure, you grand 
fock can say an' do a hantle o' thmgs that winna be ta'en 
aff our hands. For my part, when the great fike rase 
about you an* Jeany there, I says — says I" 

This was a threatening preface. Lindsey durst not 
stand the sequel. " I beg your pardon for the present. 
Miss Peggy," said he ; ♦• we shall attend to your obser- 
vations on this topic after we have prepared the way for 
it somewhat. I was, and still am convinced, that this 
young woman received very harsh and unmerited treat- 
ment from our two families. I am desirous of making 
her some reparation, and to patronise her, as well as this 
boy, if I find her in any degree deserving of it. This 
protection shall, moreover, be extended to her in a man- 
ner that neither suspicion nor blame shall attach to it ; 
and, as we are all implicated in the wrong, I have select- 
ed you as judges in this matter.-— It is impossible," con- 
tinued he, addressing himself to Jane, "to be in your 
company half an hour, and not discern that your edu- 
cation has been much above the sphere of life which you 
now occupy ; but I trust you will find us all disposed to 
regard you with the eye of friendship, if you will be so 

I. u 
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Bless ye ! the young hizzies mak aye the greatest lake 
about things that they wish maist to hae. I ken by my- 
se\ ; — ^when Andrew Pistolfoot used to come stamplin in 
to court me i' the dark, I wad hae cried (whisperingX 
• Get away wi' ye ! ye bowled-like shurf I — whar are ye 
comin pecliin an' fuffin to me? Bless your heart ! gin 
Andrew had run away when I bade him, I wad hae run 
after him, an' grippit him by the coat-tails, an' brought 
him back. Little wist I this morning, an' little wist mae 
than I, that things war to turn out this way, an' that Jeany 
was to be our young lady I She was little like it that night 
she gaed away greetin wi' the callant on her back 1 Dear 
Rob, man, quo' I to my billy, what had you and my lady to 
do wi' them ? Because her day and yours are ower, do ye 
think they'll no be courting as lang as the warld stands ; 
an' the less that's said about it the better — I said sae 1" 

" And you said truly, Meg," rejoined Lindsey. 
*' Now, pray. Miss Jane, tell me what you think of my 
proposal ?* 

" Indeed, sir," answered she, " you overpower me. I 
am every way unworthy of- the honour you propose for 
my acceptance ; but as I cannot part with my dear little 
George, with your leave I will stay with my lady and take 
care of him." 

" Well, I consent that you shall stay with my mother 
as her companion. A longer acquaintance will confirm 
that affection, which a concurrence of events has tended 
so strongly to excite." 

It was not many months until this amiable pair wert 
united in the bonds of matrimony, and they are still Uving^ 
esteemed of all their acqudntances. Bamaby is the laird's 
own shepherd, and overseer of all his rural afl&drs, and be 
does not fail at times to remind his gentle mistress of his 
dream about the eagle and the corbie. 
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friends thought proper to follow us to our retreat ; aiid 
now, bereaved as we were of our natural protector, we 
could not help perceiving that we were a friendless and 
helpless pair. My sister never recovered her spirits;' a 
certain dejection and absence of mind from this time forth 
began to prey upon her, and it was with real sorrow 
and concern that I perceived it daily gaming ground, 
and becoming more and more strongly marked. I tried 
always to console her as much as I could for our loss, 
and often, to cheer her, assumed a gaiety that was foreign 
to my heart ; but we being quite soUtary, her melancholy 
always returned upon her with double weight. About 
this time I first saw a young officer with my sister, who 
introduced him carelessly to me as the captain. She 
went out with him, and when she returned I asked who 
he was. " Bless me, Jane," said she, do you not know 
the Captain T I was angry at the flippancy of her man- 
ner, but she gave me no further satisfaction." 

At the mention of this officer Lindsey grew restless 
and impatient, changing his position on the seat every 
moment. 

" Things went on in this manner," continued Jane, 
" for some time longer, and still my sister grew more 
heartless and dejected. Her colour grew pale, and her 
eye heavy, and I could not help feeling seriously alarmed 
on her account. 

•• For nine or ten days she went out by herself for an 
hour or so every day, without informing me where she 
had been. But one morning, when I arose my sister 
was gone. I waited until noon before I took any break- 
fast ; but nothing of my sister appearing, I became dis- 
tracted with dreadful apprehensions. I went about to 
every place where I thought there was the least chance 
of hearing any news of her, yet durst I not ask for her 
openly at any one for fear of the answer I might receive ; 
for, on considering the late dejected state of her mind, 
I expected nothing else than to hear that she had put an 
end to her existence. My search was fruitless ; night 
came, and still no word of my sister ; I passed it without 
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sleep ; but, alas ! the next night, and many othem, came 
and passed over without bringing a trace of her steps, or 
throwing a gleam of light on her fate. I was now obliged 
to set on foot a strict and extensive search^ and even to 
have her advertised ; yet stiU all my exertions proved of 
no avail. 

'* During this long and dreadful pause of uncertainty 
I thought there could not be concdved a human being 
more thoroughly wretched than I was. Only seventeen 
years of age ; the last of all my father's house ; left io a 
lodging by myself ; all my neighbours utter strangers to 
me, and not a friend on earth to whom I could unbosom 
my griefs ; wretched I was, and deemed it impossible to 
be more so ; but I had over-rated my griefs, and was 
punished for my despondency. 

*' When some months had passed away, one spring 
morning, I remember it well I after a. gentle rap at the 
door, the maid entered, and $aid, a man wanted to see 
me. ' A man T said I ; ' What man wishes to speak 
tome?* 

" • I don't know, mem, he is like a countryman.' 

' He was shown in ; a pale man, of a dark complexion, 
and diminutive size. I was certain I had never seen him 
before, for his features were singularly marked. He asked 
my name, and seemed at a loss to deliver his message, and 
there was something in his air and manner that greatly 
alarmed me. ' So you said your name is so so ? said he 
agsdn. 

" * I did ; pray, tell me what is your business with me?* 

" * There is a lady at our house, who I suppose wishes 
to speak with you.' 

" * What lady wishes to see me ? Where is your 
house ?' 

<' He named some place on the London road towards 
Berwick. 

" * What lady can possibly be there,' said I, * thai 
knows any thing of me ?' 

" He looked at me again — * Pray, mem, have you a 
sister? Or had you ever any that you know of?* 
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•• This query paralyzed me. I sunk down on the sofa ; 
but as soon as I could speak, I asked how long the lady 
had been with him ? 

•* * Only since Friday evening last,' said he. • She 
was taken ill at the inn on her way to Edinburgh, from 
whence she was conveyed to my house, for the sake of 
better and more quiet accommodation ; but she has been 
very ill, — very ill, indeed. There is now hope that she 
will recover, but she is still very ill. I hope you are the 
lady she named when all was given over ; at all events, 
you must go and see.* 

** Scarcely knowing what I did, I desired the man to 
call a post-chaise. We reached the place before even. 
I entered her apartment, breathless and impatient ; but 
how shall I relate to you the state in which I found her I 
My heart bleeds to this day, when remembrance presents 
me with the woful spectacle ! She was lying speechless, 
unable to move a hand or lift an eye, and posting on, with 
rapid advances, to eternity, having some days before given 
birth to this dear child on my knee." 

At this moment the eyes of all the circle were fixed 
on Jane, expressing strongly a mixture of love, pity, and 
adnuration. Lindsey could contain himself no longer. 
He started to his feet — stretched his arms toward her, 
and, after gasping a little for breath, — " Wh— wh — ^what !" 
said he, sighing, " are youjiot then the mother of little 
George ?" 

*• A poor substitute only for a better, sir ; but the only 
parent he has ever known, or is likely to know." 

" And you, have voluntarily suffered all these privations, 
trouble, and shame, for the sake of a poor little orphan, 
who, it seems, is no nearer akin to you than a nephew ? 
If ever the virtuous principles and qualities of a female 
mind deserved admiration — But proceed. I am much 
to blame for interrupting you." 

" I never for another moment departed from my sister's 
bed-side until she breathed her last, which she did in 
about thirty hours after my arrival. During that time, 
there was only once that she seemed to recollect or take 

u 2 
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the slightest notice of me» which was a little before her 
final exit ; but then she gave me such a look ! — So full 
of kindness and sorrow, that language could not have ex« 
pressed her feelings half so forcibly. It was a fiBurewell 
look, which is engraven on the tablets of my mind, never to 
be obliterated while that holds intercourse with humanity. 

*' The shock which my feelings received by the death 
of the only friend of my heart, with the mysterious dr- 
cumstances which accompanied it, deprived me for some 
time of the powers of recollection. My dreams by night> 
and my reflections during the day, were all so much blent 
and intermingled, and so wholly of the same tendency, that 
they became all as a dream together ; so that I could not, 
on a retrospect, discover in the least, nor ever can to this 
day, what part of my impressions were real, or what were 
mere phantasy, so strongly were the etchings of &ncy im- 
pressed on my distempered mind. If the man I mention* 
ed before, who owned the house, had not looked after the 
necessary preparations for the funeral, I know not how 
or when it would have been set about by any orders of 
mine. They soon enticed me away from the body, which 
they suffered me to visit but seldom, and, it seems, I 
was perfectly passive. That such a thing as my sister's 
funeral was approaching, occurred but rarely to my mind, 
and then, it in a manner surprised me as a piece of unex- 
pected intelligence was wont to do, and it as suddenly 
slipped away, leaving my imagination again to wander 
in a maze of inextricable confusion. 

" The first thing that brought me to myself was along 
fit of incessant weeping, in which I shec^bundance of 
tears. I then manifested an ardent desire to see the chUd, 
which I recollect perfectly well. I consideiftd him as the 
only remembrance left to me of a respectable and weD- 
descended family, and of the dearest friend ever I re- 
membered upon earth. When I first saw him, he was 
lying on an old woman's knee ; and when I stooped to 
look at him, he, with a start of his whole frame, fixed his 
young unstable eyes on me, and stretched out his little 
spread hands toward me, in which position he remained 
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steadily for a considerable time. This was so marked 
and uncommon, that all the standers-by took notice of it ; 
and the woman who held him said, ' See ! saw ye ever 
the like o' that ? I never saw the like o' that a' my life I 
It is surely impossible he can ken ye ?' 

" It was, without doubt, an involuntary motion of the 
babe, but I could not help viewing it as a movement effec- 
ted by the Great Spirit of universal nature. I thought 
I saw the child beseeching me to protect his helpless inno- 
cence, and not to abandon him to an injurious world, m 
which he had not another friend remsdning, until he could 
think and act for himself. I adopted him that moment 
in my heart as my son — I took him into my arms as a 
part of myself I — That simple motion of my dear child 
fixed my resolution with respect to him at once, and that 
resolution never has been altered nor injured in the 
smallest part. 

** I hired a nurse for him ; and, it being term time, 
gave up my house, and sold all my furniture, save the little 
that I have still, and retired to a cottage at Slateford, not 
far from Edinburgh. Here I lived frugally with the nurse 
and child ; and became so fond of him, that no previous 
period of my life, from the days of childhood, was ever so 
h^)py I indeed, my happiness was centred solely in him, 
and if he was well, all other earthly concerns vanished. 
I found, however, that after paying the rent of the house, 
the expenses of the two funerals, and the niurse's wages, 
that my little stock was reduced nearly one-third ; and 
fearing that it would in a little while be wholly exhausted, 
I thought the sooner I reconciled myself to hardships the 
better ; so ftaving the remainder of my money in the 
bank as a^fund in case of sickness or great necessity, I 
came and took this small cottage and garden from your 
farmer. I had no ambition but that of bringing up the 
child, and educating him, independent of charitable assis- 
tance I. and I cannot describe to you how happy I felt at 
the prospect, that the interest of my remauiing property, 
with the small earnings of my own industry, was likely 
to prove more than an equivalent to my yearly expenses. 
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I have from the very first acknowledged little George as 
niy own son. I longed for a retirement, where I should 
never be recognised by any former acquaintance. In such 
a place I thought my story might gain credit ; nor could 
I think in any degree to stain the name of my dear de- 
parted sister by any surmises or reflections that might in 
future attach to it by telling the story as it was. How I 
should have felt had he really been my son I cannot judge ; 
but instead of feeling any degradation at being supposed 
his mother, so wholly is my existence bound up in him, 
that I could not bear the contrary to be supposed. 

" Who his father is, remains a profound, and to me, 
unaccountable mystery, I never had the slightest sus- 
picion of the rectitude of her behaviour, and cannot un- 
derstand to this day how she could possibly carry on an 
amour without suffering me to perceive any signs of it. 
She had spoke but little to the people with whom I found 
her ; but their impressions were, that she was not marri- 
ed, and I durst not inquire farther ; for, rather than have 
discovered his father to be unworthy, I chose to re- 
main in utter ignorance concerning it, and I could not 
think favourably of one who had deserted her in such 
circumstances. There was no man whom I had ever seen 
that I could in the least suspect, if it was not the young 
officer that I formerly mentioned, and he was the least 
likely to be guilty of such an act of any man I ever saw." 

Here Lindsey again sprang to his feet. " Good 
God !" said he, " there is something occurs to my mind 
— the most extraordinary circumstance — if it be really 
so. You wished to be excused from giviiuf your sur- 
name, but there is a strange coincidence in your concerns 
with my own, which renders it absolutely necessary that 
I should be informed of this." 

Jane hesitated, and said she could not think of divulg- 
ing that so as to make it public, but that she would trust 
his honour, and tell it him in his ear. She then whis- 
pered the name M* y. 

** What !" ssdd he aloud, forgettmg the injunction of 
•ecrecy, "of the late firm M* y, and Reynolds?" 
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•* The same, sir." 

The positions into ^hich he now threw himself, and 
the extravagant exclamations that he uttered, cannot here 
be all described. * The other three personages in the 
room all supposed that he was gone out of his reason. 
After repeating, till quite out of breath, <* It is she ! it is 
she I it is the same I it is the same !" and, pressing both 
her hands in his, he exclaimed, *' Eternal Providence ! 
how wonderful are thy ways, and how visible is thy 
superintendence of human afiEairs, even in the common 
vicissitudes of life I but never was it so visible as in this ! 
My dear child," continued he, takmg little George in 
his arms, who looked at him with suspicion and wonder, 
** by how many fiAtal and untoward events,, all seemingly 
casual, art thou at last, without the aid of human inter- 
ference, thrown' into the arms of thy natural guardian I 
and how firmly was my heart knit to thee from the very 
first moment I saw thee I But thou art my own son, 
and shalt no more leave me ; nor shall your beautiful 
guardian either, if she will accept of a heart that her 
virtues have captivated. This house shall henceforth be 
a home to you both, and all my friends shall be friends 
to you, for you are my own.** 

Here the old lady sprang forward, and laying hold of 
her son by the shoulder, endeavoured to pull bun away, 
" Consider what you are saying, Lindsey, and what you 
are bringing on yourself, and your name, and your 
family. You are ravmg mad — that child can no more 
be yours than it is mine. Will you explain yourself, or 
are we to beMeve that you have indeed lost your reason ? 
I say, where is the consistency in supposing that child 
can be yours?" 

*• It is impossible," said Robin. 

•• I say it's nae sic a thing as unpossible, Rob," quoth 
Meg. " Haud your tongue, ye ken naething about it- 
it's just as possible that it may be his as another's — I sal 
warrant whaever be aught it, it's no corned there by sym- 
pathy ! Od, if they war to come by sympathy" 

Here Meg was interrupted by Lindsey, who waved 
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his hand for silence, — a circumstance that has sorely 
grieved the relater of this tale, — for of all things he would 
have liked to have had M^'s ideas, at full length, of chil- 
dren being produced by sympathy. 

** I beg your pardon," said Lindsey, " I must have 
appeared extravagant in my rapturous enthusiasm/having 
forgot but that you knew all the circumstances as well as 
myself. The whole matter is, however, very soon, and 
very easily explained." 

He then left the room, and all the company gazing 
upon one another. Jane scarcely blushed on receiving 
the vehement proffer from Lindsey, for his rhapsody had 
thrown her into a pleasing and tender delirium of amaie- 
ment, which kept every other feeling in suspense. 

In a few seconds he returned, bringing an open letter 
in his hand. — " Here is the last letter,*' ssdd he, ** ever 
I received from my brave and only brother ; a short ex- 
tract from which will serve fully to clear up the whole of 
this very curious business." 

He then read as follows : — ** Thus, you see, that for 
the last fortnight the hardships and perils we have encoun- 
tered have been many and grievous ; but to-moebow 
will be decisive one way or another. I have a strong 
prepossession that I will not survive the battle ; yea, so 
deeply is the idea impressed on my mind, that with me it 
amounts to an absolute certahity ; therefore, I must con- 
iide a secret with you which none in the world know, or in 
the least think of, save another and myself. I was privately 
married before I left Scotland, to a young lady, lovely in 
her person, and amiable in her manners, but without any 
fortune. We resolved, for reasons that must be obvious 
to you, to keep our marriage secret, until I entered to 
the full possession of my estate, and if possible till my re- 
turn ; but now, (don't laugh at me, my dear brother,) 
being convinced that I shall never return, I entreat you, 
as a last request, to find her out and afford her protection. 
It is probable, that by this time she may stand in need 

of it. Her name is Amelia M* y, daughter to the 

late merchant of that name of the firm M* v and 
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•Reynolds. She left her home with me in private, at my 
earnest request^ though weeping with anguish at leaving 
a younger sister, a little angel of mercy, whom, like the 
other, you will find every way worthy of your friendship 
and protection. The last letter that I had from her was 
dated "from London, the 7th of April, on which day she 
embarked in the packet for Leith, on her way to join her 
sister, in whose house, near Bristo-Port, you will proba- 
bly find her. Farewell, dear brother. Comfort our 
mother ; and O, for my sake, cherish and support my 
deer wife I We have an awful prospect before us, but 
we are a handful of brave determined friends^ resolved to 
conquer or die together." 

The old lady now snatched little George up in her 
arms, pressed him to her bosom, and shed abundance of 
tears over him. — " He is indeed my grandson ! he is ! 
he is r* cried she. " My own dear George's son, and he 
shall henceforth be cherished as my own.'' 

** And he shall be mine too, mother," added Lindsey; 
*' and heir of all the land which so rightly belongs to him. 
And she, who has so disinterestedly adopted and brought 
up the heir of Earlhall, shall still be his mother, if she will 
accept of a heart that renders her virtues every homage, 
and beats in unison with her own to every tone of pity 
and benevolence." 

Jane now blushed deeply, for the generous proposal 
was just made while the tears of joy were yet trickling 
over her cheeks on account of the pleasing intelligence she 
had received of the honour of her regretted sister, and 
the rank of her child. — She could not answer a word — 
she looked stedfastly at the carpet, through tears, as if 
examining how it was wrought — then at a little pearl ring 
she wore on her finger, and finally fell to adjusting some 
of little George's clothes. They were all silent — It was 
a quaker meeting, and might have continued so much 
longer, had not the spirit fortunately moved Meg. 

" By my certy, laird ! but ye hae made her a good of- 
fer ! an' yet she'll pretend to tarrow at takin't ! But ye're 
sure o' her, tak my word for it. — Ye dinna ken women. 
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Bless ye ! the young hizzies mak aye the greatest fke 
about things that they wish maist to hae. I ken by my- 
sel ; — when Andrew Pistolfoot used to come stamplin in 
to court me i* the dark, I wad hae cried (wbisp^ingX 
* Get away wi' ye ! ye bowled-like sburf I — ^whar are ye 
comin pechin an' fuffin to me? Bless your heart ! gin 
Andrew had run away when I bade him, I wad hae run 
after him, an' grippit him by the coat-tails, on' brought 
him back. Little wist I this morning, an' little wist mae 
than I, that things war to turn out this way, an' that Jeany 
was to be our young lady I She was little like it that night 
she gaed away greetin wi* the callant on her back I Dear 
Rob, man, quo' I to my billy, what had you and my lady to 
do wi' them ? Because her day and yours are ower, do ye 
think they'll no be courting as lang as the waild stands; 
an' the less that's said about it the better — I said sae l" 

" And you said truly, Meg,*' rejoined Lindsey. 
" Now, pray, Miss Jane, tell me what you think of my 
proposal ?" 

** Indeed, sir," answered she, " you overpower me. I 
am every way unworthy of. the honour you propose for 
my acceptance ; but as I cannot part with my dear little 
George, with your leave I will stay with my lady and take 
care of him." 

" Well, I consent that you shall stay with my mother 
as her companion. A longer acquaintance wUl confirm 
that affection, which a concurrence of events has tended 
so strongly to excite." 

It was not many months until this amiable pair wen 
united in the bonds of matrimony, and they are still living 
esteemed of all their acquaintances. Barnaby is the hird't 
own shepherd, and overseer of all his rural afiBedrs, and be 
does not fail at times to remind his gentle mistress of Iw 
dream about the eagle and the corbie. 
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It is well known that the ship, Briel of Amsterdam, 
took up a Scotsman from the ice of the Polar sea, in the 
year 1764, and set him ashore at Aberdeen, from whence 
he had sailed seven years before, in the whaler ship, 
Anne Forbes. His name was Allan Gordon, and his 
narrative, as tak^n down by John Duff, schoolmaster at 
Cabrach, is now in my possession. 

I, Allan Gordon, was the son of Adam Gordon, a hind, 
or hxm servant on the banks of the Bogie, and I was 
bom in a small cottage three miles above Huntly. My 
father learned me to read, but never to write, and when 
I was eleven years of age, he bound me apprentice to a 
tulor in Huntly, a little crooked wretch, who, whenever 
any body offended him, always wreaked out his ill nature 
on me. I bore with him long, not daring to break my 
apprenticeship for fear of the fine that would fall on my 
poor father, although many a thrashed skin I got, and 
every time my knuckles itched to be at this tailor's ugly 
face. I was always obliged to sir and master him, and 
if by chance I called him by any other name, I got the 
length of the needle in my flesh instantly. 

This was not long to be borne by a lad of any spirit. 
One time we were sewing on a board together at the 
manse of Auchindoir, and the minister and his wife were 

I. X 
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sitting by the fire in the same apartment. It was Satur- 
day evening, and my master was anxious to have the job 
done that night, and kept urging me to ply and make 
long stitches. This last injunction be durst not give 
openly, bift there was an understood term which convey, 
ed his meaning. This was, "sit yond, boy, sit yond." 
This he kept repeating and repeating that evening, and 
at every hint, gave me a pradd with his needle, until in 
a fit of impatience 1 returned, " the deil's i* the bodie, 
for I can sit nae farther yond unless I baiss." He gave 
me such a look ! I regarded it not, but laughed, and 
joked, and crooned, " Cauld kail in Aberdeen, an' sowuis 
in Strathbogie," and, " The Tailor fell o'er the bed, 
needles an' a*. " But the minister said, " Aha, William, 
so the secret is out regarding the order to your lad 
always to sit yond, therefore, give up, and go your ways 
home, and come back on Monday morning, for I will not 
have my clothes or my boy's clothes spoiled by your long 
stitches." " But tell me this, sir," said my master, who 
wanted to put the matter off as a joke, " whether do you 
think long stitches or short sermons are the worst." 

" William, I want none of your profane and homely 
jests/' said the parson, ** therefore keep them to yourself, 
and give up my work ; I can have another tradesman to 
finish it." 

"Yes you can, sir," said my master, " and so can I go 
and hear another minister. 1 have the advantage of you 
there, for you cannot have a tradesman like me in Aber- 
deenshire, whereas I can have a far better minister. For 
1 maintain, that in short sermons often repeated, there is 
greater blame than in long stitches on new ground." 

Thus parted the parson of Auchmdoir and my master 
in high chagrin, the consequences of which I was doom- 
ed to abide. No sooner were we beyond the glebe lands, 
than he said with ill feigned civility, " Well, you have 
behaved yourself like a sensible young man and a gentle, 
man to-night." I was going to say, that I had spoken 
rashly and unadvisedly, and was sorry for it,, but that t 
was the severe prick with the needle that caused it 
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Before I got my answer arranged, he struck me such a 
-blow above the right eye, that made the blood to stream. 
I chanced to have the lapboard carrying in my right 
hand, a substantial plane-tree deal more than two feet long^ 
-with which I gave him such a knap over the head that I 
made his skull ring again, and his eyes to stand in back 
water« ** How dare you for your saul, sirrah, lift your 
hand against your master," said he. 

** I'll not be struck like a dog in that manner by the 
king, or the duke of Gordon," said I, " and far less by 
a bowled tailor." 

This answer put the creature perfectly mad, for he 
valued himself greatly on his personal sppearance, and he 
^ew on me like a tiger. My spirit of resistance was 
-fairly up. I returned blow for blow, and there as des- 
perate a battle ensued as ever was fought. In a few 
minutes he b^an to quail, and, though his lip quivered 
with rage, he was rather frightened, and wanted to call a 
parley. *• Come, come, this will never do,*' said he, 
'** down on your linees, and beg my pardon." 

«« 111 be d d if I will," said I. 

" You, sirrah, you'll be d d if you will I Do you 

say so to me," said he, in a loud majestic tone, for two 
masons appeared coming toward us. **Then, sir, know 
that your life is in my hand, and I will chastise you 
until you be no more." He threw off his coat and waist- 
coat, and fell to me like a day's work. I held down my 
heady and took a tempest of blows on my shoulders and 
neck. I then ran with my head full drive on the pit of 
his stomach, which made him stagger and fall backward. 
I gave him just one fundamental kick, and then turned 
and laughed aloud. He flew after me in desperate fury, 
striking both with feet and hands, flghting in glorious 
style, for the two masons were now close at hand. I 
could fight none, save as a bullock or ram, but havhig 
frequently seen these fight desperately, I followed their 
example instinctively, and ran always against my dumpy 
mis-shapen master with my head full drive. He tore out 
my hair, and cursed and swore most manfully, but I 
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regarded not these, giving him always the other dondi, 
and whenever I hit him fairly, whether on the face or 
breast, I knocked him down. The two mason lads rolled 
on the green with laughter, for, to make the thing the 
more ludicrous, whenever I knocked him down with my 
head, I turned round and flung at him with my heels like 
a horse, thus in my warfare imitating the beasts only. 

I soon mauled him so, that he could not rise^ but 
there he lay, threatening future vengeance, and cursixig 
me most emphatically. He threw .first the goose, and 
then the lapboard at my head, which I eschewed, and 
then ran up and flung at him like an incensed or vicioiis 
horse, giving him some good hard kicks, and then went 
off and left him. Instead of going home, I went strai^ 
to Aberdeen, where I could have procured woik as i 
journeyman, but durst not remain for my late incensed 
master ; so I went on board a Hull coasting vessel, and 
continued in her flve years as a cabin boy and sailor, and 
by that time, had become quite attached to the nautical 
life. I went one voyage to New York, and another to 
Lisbon, but the description of these voyages would only 
delay the narrative. I now sit down to relate, only I 
thought it behooved me to tell how a man of Bogieside 
chanced to become a sailor. 

In 1757, I entered on board the Anne Forbes for the 
Greenland whale fishery. Our captain's name was John 
Hughes, an Englishman, a drunken, rash, headlong fool, 
and one with whom it was impossible for any seaman to 
have the least comfort. As there had been some excel- 
lent fish taken the preceding summer in the Spitzbergen 
seas, we had instructions to proceed thither. According- 
ly, we parted with the rest of the whalers off Cape Fue- 
well, and stretched away to the north-east. We bid 
fine weather and an open sea, save that there was « 
girdle of ice of from ten to thirty miles broad, that bdted 
the whole coast of east Greenland, the mountains of 
which country were frequently in our view. We sailed 
between that and IceW^, «sv^ ^qm\. ^3cL<& «eyentielh 
degree, came freqwenW^ 'm nvc^ qS. «sa«i 
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fish, all of which appeared to be journeying rapidly north- 
ward. We captured one, and continued our route straight 
on for a fortnight, although our mate, who was an old 
e]q)erienced hand, represented to our captain, again and 
agsdn, the danger of penetrating so far into the polar seas ; 
but he was an absurd and obstinate mule, and only 
laughed the good old man to scorn, pretending that he 
was making some curious observations on the dipping of 
the needle, whereas he never dipped the needle at all, it 
just stood where it was, only it gave over pointing. He 
then told us we were at the pole, and afterwards that we 
had sailed round it. He gave us a treat, and plenty to 
drink on this joyful occasion ; but we only laughed in 
our sleeves at him, for in fact there was no pole nor 
pUlar of any kind to be seen ; neither was there any axle- 
tree or groove, which there behooved to have been, had we 
been at the pole of the world. There was nothing but 
a calm open sea, and the sun beatmg on us all the four- 
and-twenty hours. There were plenty of fish. We 
loaded our vessel; but yet the absurd monster would 
not leave the ground, but continued exulting and filling 
himself drunk on the merits of his grand discovery, and 
pretended that he could sail to China as soon as to Spain. 
For my part I believed then, and believe still, that it was 
all nonsense, though there was certadnly something pecu- 
liar in our situation, for the needle had no power, not a 
grain. It stood where we put it, or kept whirling and 
wheeling as if it had been dancing a Highland reeL 

For two days the mate kept pointing out to the captain 
some brilliant appearances at a great distance, which he 
said he suspected were immense floes or fields of ice, and 
if the wind should chance to rise in that direction, we 
should to a certainty be enclosed. But captain Hughes 
answered him with the greatest contempt thus : ** Why, 
you old grovelling ass, you have not half the science of 
a walrus, nor half the ambition of a lobster. You do 
not perceive, and not perceiving you cannot estimate, the 
value of the discovery I have made ; a discovery which 
will hand down my name to all generations, and not only 

X 2 
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my name, but the very name of the yessd, and every 
one on board of her, will go down to posterity. There- 
fore, tell not me of your floes and your fields your 
rainbow colours and cowardly surmises. Am I not 
resting on the pole of the world, and can run from hence 
into any of its divisions I choose. I am like a man lOn 
the top of an hill, who, if the storm approaches on the 
one side, can take shelter on the other." 

'* Why it may, it may a' be true that ye say, captain," 
said old Abram Johnston, the mate ; " I may hae Uttie 
science an* less ambition. But I hae that muckle science 
as to perceive that you are detaining us in a very biitioal 
and perilous situation, for no earthly purpose that I can 
see ; and my ambition is all to save the ship and cargo 
of my employers." 

*' Say, rather, to save your own mean and dtspietitiie 
life," retorted the captain. " I am answerable to my 
employers for the ship and cargo, not you. And tbiak 
you not the value of the discovery I have made to be of 
more value than any ship or cargo that ever sailed the 
ocean?" 

*' Perhaps it may, captsdn," said he, "that point I 
shall not dispute with ^ou. But if we lose the ship, we 
lose ourselves and the grand discovery into the bargain." 

** There you said true, old foggie !" said the captain, 
''and it is the first word of sense you have spoken. 
Come and let us have one bottle together on the head 
of it. Who knows wliat you may yet be. You can 
box the compass. Now tell me which is north and 
which south ?" 

« What o'clock is it r said he. 

" Aba, catch me there, old foggie." 

** Then in fact, captain, I do not know, for this pkice 
is like the New Jerusalem, there is no night here, and 
no star to be seen, and glad would I be to be out of it." 

''Better and better, old Abram. Well, then, we 
shall sail southward with the first breeze to give you 
peace of conscience, and I'll take you half a dozen we be 
the first of the whalers on the coast of Scotland." 
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The eaptsdn filled bim$elf drunk as usual ; and in a 
ie^ hours afterwards, from some unaccountable current, 
the mate perceived the vessel to be drifting with great 
rapidity z and not knowing ui what direction, he called 
up the captain. I shall never forget how blue and con- 
founded like he looked that morning ; but he instantly 
commanded all sails to be set.; and after he had taken 
the sun's altitude, he actually knew where we were, put 
about ship, and sailed in the contrary direction from that 
in which we had been drifting for the last eight hours. 
The current was strong against us, with a light breeze on 
our star-board bow. The ice approached us on all sides, 
and, what was worst of all, a whitish fog covered us. 
The captain was now manifestly alarmed, for he kept 
close on deck, and gave his orders with impatience and 
surliness, cursing and thrashing us as we had been 
beasts. I confess 1 ei^oyed his dilemma somewhat, and 
wocdd almost have run the risk of shipwreck to have seen 
his big lobster snout cooled on an iceberg, for I hated 
him most heartily. 

When our needle became once more fixed in the same 
direction, I never was so glad, as I then knew what we 
were doing and whither sailing. 

But sailing was soon out of the question. We were 
completely involved in broken floating ice, while an in- 
terminable field appeared following us behind. In the 
midst of this confusion, we continued drifting swiftly to- 
ward the south-west with reefed sadls, sometimes finding 
a little opening and making some progress. We passed 
what I took for a huge iceberg ; but I heard our captain 
say it was one of the seven sisters, off the coast of Spitz- 
bergen. That was the last land we were doomed to see. 
After struggling on for four-and-twenty hours longer, we 
perceived another field of ice before us, which likewise 
seemed apj^roaching us, for the floating ice was crushing 
up before it, and rolling over it. But whether it was 
floating or fixed I know not ; the consequence to us was 
the same, for the field behind coming on us with great 
velocity, while we were fixed on the one a-head, 1 saw 
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what was likely to be the issue. I ran up to the top- 
mast, while our csq^tain cursed me and ordered me down ; 
bat I regarded him not. In an inslant crash went the 
masts and bnlwarks of the goodly Anne Forbes fike egg 
shells. I was swung from the mast by the concosskm I 
know not how far, and landed on one of the fidds of ice. 
I saw the captain and William Peterkin stmg^ing to 
reach one of the floes ; but they were instantly swamped 
and crushed to pieces. The whde perished in an instant, 
except myself, and the ship went down ; but in less than 
half an hour, by some extraordinary operation of the ice- 
berg below the water, she was thrown out on the ic^ keel 
uppermost, a perfect wreck. 

There, then, was I left on a field of floating ice on the 
great polar ocean, without one bite of food. I had nothing 
in my pocket save an Old Testament of very small dimen- 
sions, which my mother gave me when I went to my 
apprenticeship. It wanted both the prophecies and New 
Testament, but had the psalms, and with it I had never 
parted, having lost the fellow of it. I saw at once the 
necessity of trying to reach the hulk, which was beset 
with danger, for the broken ice towered up in heaps, and 
I had no doubt there were great gulfs between them. 
But life was sweet, and hunger hard to bide, so it be- 
hooved me to try. It is impossible to describe the perils 
I underwent in this attempt; for wheu climbing over 
mountains of ice as firm as rocks, I came to other parts 
which had little more consistency than froth, and there 
I slumped over head and ears into the sea. But the sea 
was so terribly compressed by the weight of the ice that 
it always balked me up again fairly above the ice. Then 
the ice was so slippery I could get no hold, and I knew 
if I sunk among the rubbish into the water gradually, I 
was gone ; therefore, when I found that I was going, I 
jumped in, and then I was sure to come up again with a 
bolt. At length, when beginning to despair, I reached a 
splinter of a boat-mast, and then it was wonderful with 
what safety I proceeded, though on the very point of 
being totally exhausted with cold, hunger, and fatigue. 
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But, behold, when at length I reached the wreck, I 
could not get m. Her keel was right uppermost ; but 
an the other parts were so jammed in among ice, that I 
could find no ingress, and, moreover, I was completely 
exhausted, and had nothing to dig with save the mast 
splinter. The hulk, as far as above the ice, seemed 
nearly complete and unbroken ; but within I could not 
get. Perceiving a number of things scattered here and 
there at a littie distance, I took my splinter and made 
toward them in hopes of finding something to allay my 
hunger and thirst. I suffered far more from the latter ; 
for all the ice which I tasted was salt, and my heart was 
burning with unquenchable thirst. I found nothing save 
scraps of sails, cables, boats', and things that had been 
smashed on deck when the ice closed on us ; but by the 
clearing up of the fog for a little, I perceived a mountain 
not far from me beyond a level plain of ice. I hastened to 
it, supposmg it to be an island ; but when I went-it was a 
tremendous iceberg, so steep and slippery, that I could 
not climb it ; but, to my agreeable astonishment, I found 
the ice was fresh. I kneeled and blessed my kind Maker 
for this relief, commended myself to his mercy and pity, 
in that my perilous situation, and there I sucked and 
sucked till I could hold no more. 

My strength was now renewed, and my eyes enlight- 
ened ; but the throes of hunger were increased. I went 
once more among the wreck, looking for something to 
eat ; but in fact with the hopes only of finding some one 
of my dead companions, on whom I had made up my 
mind to prey most liberally ; but I found none ; so that 
the Almighty preserved me from cannibalism. I however 
found, among other things, a small boat-hook used for 
the yawl, and a harpoon fastened to a part of the shat- 
tered long-boat. These were prizes not to. be despised 
by a man in such circumstances ; so returning to the 
wreck with the boat-hook, I easily cleared away the ice 
astern, and reached the cabin window, by which I en- 
tered; but found a dreadful cabin, full of ice, and all 
turned topsy turvey. I made my way to the biscuit 
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Bless ye ! the young hizzies mak aye the greatest &e 
about thmgs that they wish msdst to hae. I ken by my- 
sel ; — ^when Andrew Pistolfoot used to come stamplm in 
to court me i* the dark, I wad hae cried (whisperingX 
* Get away wi' ye I ye bowled-like sfaurf ! — ^whar are ye 
comin pechin an' fuffin to me ? Bless your heart ! gin 
Andrew had run away when I bade him, I wad hae run 
after him, an grippit hini by the coat-tails, an' brought 
him back. Little wist I this morning, an' little wist mae 
than I, that things war to turn out this way, an' that Jeany 
was to be our young lady I She was little like it that night 
she gaed away greetin wi' the callant on her back ! Dear 
Rob, man, quo' I to my billy, what had you and my lady to 
do wi' them ? Because her day and yours are ower, do ye 
think they'll no be courting as lang as the warld stands ; 
an' the less that's said about it the better — I said aae T 

" And you said truly, Meg," rejoined LIndsey. 
" Now, pray. Miss Jane, tell me what you think of my 
proposal ?" 

" Indeed, sir," answered she, " you overpower me. I 
am every way unworthy of. the honour you propose for 
my acceptance ; but as I cannot part with my dear little 
George, with your leave I will stay with my lady and take 
care of him." 

" Well, I consent that you shall stay with my moUier 
as her companion. A longer acquaintance will confiim 
that affection, which a concurrence of events has tended 
so strongly to excite." 

It was not many months until this anuable pair wei« 
united in the bonds of matrimony, and they are still living 
esteemed of all their acquaintances. Bamaby is the lainffi 
own shepherd, and overseer of all his rural afiBsdrs, and be 
does not fail at times to remind his gentle mistress of kii 
dream about the eagle and the corbie. 
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^hen he absurdly supposed he had discovered the north* 
pole. My desire was that it might prove ale or porter 
before opening it, for there was a feeling within me that 
whispered these were greatly wanted. The cork-screw 
was instantly put in requisition, out flew the bung, and 
down went my nose to the hole. It was either rum or 
brandy, I could not tell which, indeed I believe it was 
a mixture of the two ; so taking the tube of the old ship 
bellows, I put in the wide end and sucked the small one». 
The liquor came liberaUy. Never was there such nectar, 
tasted I But I was little aware of its potency, having^ 
never drunk any thing so good before, and besides, my 
stomach and whole frame was out of order; of course I 
was overcome in ail instant, grew dizzy, and persuaded 
that the hulk was turning up, I catched at the closet 
shelves to support myself, but down I went beside my 
cask, and I remember of laughing and trying with my 
whole might to rise, but could not ; and there I lay till 
the wheeling of the ship, which run round swifter than an 
upper millstone, twirled me into a profound sleep. 

The most singular thing now befell to me that ever be- 
fell to a man, and I cannot explain how I outlived it. I 
had actually lain in 'a trance, for at least a month, in that 
closet, in utter darkness, the door having been closed, no 
doubt, by myself, but how or when I knew not. Tlie 
first thing that brought me to my senses was the discov- 
ery that my tube would no longer reach the brandy, and 
that my supply was cut off for the present. This was a 
grievous disappointment at the time ; but it proved a lucky 
and providential one, for if my tube had been long enough 
I had never risen from the ceiling of that inverted closet. 
I put up my hand by chance, and feeling that my beard 
had grown to an enormous length, I began to consider 
where I was, and by degrees was enabled to trace myselt 
all the way from the minister's glebe at Auchendoir ti 
Aberdeen, and then away to the north pole, and back 
again to my deplorable habitation. My body was all so 
benumbed that I could not rise, which gave me still more 
leisure to reflect, and reflection sobered me apace. The 
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iK^hole of the time I passed in this oblivious state appeared 
to me, on reflection, as only a few hours, if I say a day 
and night it would be the most, that was left in^ressed 
on my memory. I recollected of taking some merry and 
liberal sucks ; -but the intervening time was wholly lost. 

Still I lay quiet and dormant, except that I occasion- 
ally tried to rub my limbs, to bring them in play. At 
length I conceived that I heard a great number of pec^le 
busily engaged and muttering round the vesseL I Ustened 
and listened, and became certam of it ; and never can I 
describe the terror that came over me. One would have 
thought the conviction that I was surrounded with human 
beings would have brought me joy, as it gave hopes of 
the possibility of escape. But I assure you the reverse 
was the case ; for my body being in a nervous state, I 
was seized with the most dreadful horrors. I supposed 
they were some sort of polar demons, or, at best, savage 
cannibals ; and at length I heard one of them enter the 
cabin at my hole astern with apparent difficulty, and soon 
after began a munching at my salt biscuits. I lay long ; 
but at last was seized with irresistible curiosity to see 
what kind of mortal it was, and how dressed. I therefore 
rose up and cautiously opened the closet door, and when 
I looked by, I saw what I supposed was a naked woman 
escaping out at the cabin window. I was sure I saw her 
bare feet and toes, and from her form, she appeared alto- 
gether without clothes. This in the middle of the frozen 
ocean was altogether unaccountable; but having now my 
cabin to myself, I seized my boat-hook in the one hand, 
and my harpoon m the other, and went cautiously to my 
cabin hole, for window there was none; it had been 
knocked out altogether during the ship's temporary dive 
among the ice. Horrors multiplied upon me! Wh«i 
I peeped from my hole, judge of my feelings on perceiv- 
ing a whole herd of white polar bears prowling around 
the ship, and all busy digging and eating. Whethor a 
distant view of the hulk, or the smell of the blubber and 
carcases of the flsh had brought them, was the same to 
me; there they were, and all busily employed; and it 
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anMwing what holes these powerful persevering monsters 
had dug in the ice^ and were preying on the fish that had 
been in the ship, and on the bodies of my late companions. 
There were two bears within twelve yards of me rugging 
and riving at the body of my late captain, which I knew 
to be his from the shreds and patches of his clothes that 
were strewed about, and a part of his deck hat, such as 
18 worn by English coasters — and there was the end of 
his grand discovery, poor infatuated wretch ! From this 
fatal catastrophe I have often thought the north pole 
would never be discovered, or that the discoverer would 
never return with the tidings, for none could have a finer 
or opener passage than we had northward, which was 
soon obstructed in such an extraordinary manner. 

Not knowing what eiq>eriment to fall on to drive this 
hwd of monsters away, I took a speakmg trumpet and 
shouted through it with all my might, "Avast, brothers T 
on idiieh they sprung all up on their hind feet, standing 
as straight as human creatures; and I am sure there were 
some of them that stood at least ten feet high. As they 
were all sleek, &t, and plump, they appeared very like 
naked human creatures with long brutal heads. Such a 
fearful sight I never had seen. They listened and stared 
about them for a space in this position ; but showed no 
inclination to fly, sensible, I suppose, that they were the 
lords of these r^ons. They agsdn fell to munching their 
grat^ul repast. I tried them with various kinds of 
sounds ; but instead of flying, they began to congregate 
and draw nearer me, to reconnoitre what it could be, ex- 
pecting, I was sure, some fresh prey. I now b^an 
instantly to barricade my only place of entrance, putting 
the fire-grate into it, which was now of no use, the 
chimney being turned downward. I then took all the 
knives and forks I could get, and every sharp instrument, 
and tied them to the bars with oakum, putting their sharp 
points outward ; and conceiving myself in perfect safety, 
I retired to my closet, drew off a tin tankard of the grand 
elixir, took the blankets from the cabin beds, which were 
hard frozen, and making myself a bed in the closet, I 

I. Y 
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locked the door inside, took a composing draught, wrapped 
myself up in my frozen hlankets, and, like other polar 
animals, once more betook me to a state of torpidity. 

But let no one think I was utterly abandoned and 
hopeless. I knew and believed that wherever I was, God 
was there also, seeing every one of my actions, and hear- 
ing every word that I spoke. So before I set my lips to 
my beloved and intoxicating potion, I sung a great part 
of the 107th psalm, and was rather proud to hear the 
white bears gather around the hulk to listen. I then 
read two chapters in Genesis, and prayed every sentence 
of prayer kind that I could make out, some of it very ill 
expressed, but perfectly serious. I then laid me down, 
after taking a potent draught of spirits, as happy and care- 
less as the king on the throne, and slept matil my tankard 
was out, which I think could not be above two days ; and 
as it required both light and strength to renew it, I was 
obliged to sober myself before I could effect this. I 
arose again ; but the nights were now setting in, and the 
bears prowling all about, though rather in a more listless 
manner, as if gorged. I thought, too, there were not su 
many of them ; but then I could only see in one direction. 
I eat a good deal of salt biscuit at that time ; and I could 
now reach plenty of hoar frost, which lay nearly two 
inches thick, to allay my thirst. I am, however, quite 
certain that I could live for months and years, if not 
centuries, on good rum and brandy mixed, without tast- 
ing any thing else. 

I was now quite sure, from the invasion of the bears, 
that there was a communication from my abode with 
some country. I knew not which; but I thought it 
would most likely be with Spitzbergen. I was sure I 
had passed it far to the southward, and had a particular 
aversion to returning north. I imagined I was somewhere 
about the middle of the sea between Greenland and the 
North Cape ; but I was wrong, as will eventually appear. 
I could not think of parting with my half hogshead of 
precious spirits in such an inhospitable climate ; and I 
knew there was plenty of stuff of all kinds within the 
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bulk if i could reach- it ; and about this period I more 
than half determmed to attempt winterinj^ on the ice. 
On pondering over the possibility of this, I plainly per- 
ceived that the first thing it behooved me to do was to 
drink in moderation, and the next was to work my way 
both into the hold and the forecastle, at whatever labour, 
where it was likely plenty of coals and stores of various 
sorts would still remain. I did not understand the geo- 
graphy of the ship very well, every thing being reversed, 
and the companion door down among the ice. This I 
judged it necessary to gain, and then work my way be- 
tween the deck and the solid ice below; and many a day's 
hard labour I spent in vain upon this; for wlien I at 
length arrived at the valve of the hold, I found the whole 
weight of the cargo tumbled over end lying above it, so 
that to open it was not only impossible, but if it had been 
practicable, would have been attended with certaui suffo- 
cation to myself. I marvelled at my stupidity in not 
perceiving this before ; and rather suspect, that what with 
horror and drinking I had not all my senses about me. 

In the course of my excavations, however, I found the 
captain's wardrobe, consisting of plenty of shirts and 
clothes; but all steeped with salt water, and frozen. I 
found his shaving utensils, too, and his flint and prizel for 
lighting his pipe, the far greatest treasure of all. I reached 
likewise the coal-bunker, behind the flue, containing a 
few coals and an old axe for breaking them. Among the 
rubbish of a boat that had been fastened on deck, I like- 
wise groped out a square sail and some smaller ones, which 
I had put there below cover with my own hands. I like- 
wise recovered a gallant hatchet, and many other things 
of value ; and notwithstanding my disappointment in not 
gaining the hold, I was a happy man. 

I next made haste to kindle a fire, which I easily 
effected; but the success was premature. From my 
inverted grate no smoke finding egress, I was In a short 
time nearly quite suffocated, and was obliged reluctantly 
to extinguish my fire. Before doing so, as the ice below 
the door of the hold, and all about, was loaded with 
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t^ubber, I cut a part <rf my shirt into candle wickg, and 
making a lamp of a broken bottle^ I kindled that, which 
was of itself a great comfort. My whole wits were now 
put in requisition how to make a vent. I durst not 
break open the rigging of my house ii^ the keeL No, no^ 
that would never do. If I had had a hearth of any sort, 
to prevent my house taking fire» I could have made a lire 
astern, and a vent of the oabin window ; but then I bad 
no hearth, unless I could have reached the gridiron in 
the forecastle, which at that time seemed impracticable; 
and besides, if I made a chimney of my only door of 
access, I could nather get out nor in. Another plan 
behooved to be contrived ; and I did contrive one whieh I 
had very nearly effected with great ease, but was too 
little of a philosopher, till experience made me one. I 
to<^ a goat skin, which had long been used as a hearth 
lug in the cabin, and putting that next to the fire, I made 
a funnel of that and sailcloth along the roof of my in- 
verted cabin, and out at the cabin window. I did it 
simply by pinning the cloth along the roof on each side^ 
and always as I proceeded I put in a piece of stick, those 
next the fire being six inches long, and those at the outer 
end only three, so that I had a nice funnel of a triangular 
shape. I kindled my fire with a heart full of hope. No! 
The devil a pipuig of smoke would go out at the end of 
my grand flue ! I was terribly cast down, and knew not 
what to do next, till at length it struck me, as I lay on 
my bed, that perhiq[>s smoke would not descend. I had 
never seen it do so, and people made their chimneys 
always on the tops of their houses, never either at the 
bottom or through the gable like mine. I could not think 
of breaking up my keel, in which I might yet be obliged 
to trust myself on the ocean, and therefore I longed ar- 
dently to preserve it as a forlorn hope. Fire was nor 
the only thing I wanted to make me exceedingly happy. 
I wanted it for melting snow or ice, for cooking, and for 
dr3ring my clothes ; but without a smoke-vent I ooold 
not use it. So t\ie Tvesxt ^^, ^ «gl «b&y experiment, 
though one of whicTn 1 laaAVLXAa \tfsv!^ \ ^»xt«^ ^iK^^sfc 
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tip to the hee of the keel, and kindled my fire once more. 
There was not a vent in all Aberdeen, no, nor in Lon- 
don, drew better. I clapped my hands, and screamed 
and danced for joy; but bethinking wh^t better behooved 
me, I kneeled down, and blessed and thanked my kind 
Maker and Preserver most heartily ; and I always reflect 
on those ardent devotions on the ice of the northern ocean 
with great delight. I was then only in my 21st year, 
strong, agile, and so healthy, that I never in my life had 
had any ailmient ; and I cannot describe my exultation 
that night, as I sat by my blazing fire drying my new 
stock of shirts, bedclothes, and clothes of all sorts. It 
was a night to be remembered as long as I live, and shall 
be so most gratefully. 

It was plain that winter was now set in. The calls of 
the swans and geese journeying southward no more 
reached my ears. A few bears were occasionally prowl- 
ing about ; but they neither troubled me nor I them ; 
and as I now had to use my grate, I merely stuffed up 
my entrance with a large snowball, which I shaped in it, 
of wet sn6w» and suited it, when frozen, to a hairbreadth. 
It pushed outward ; and as I had a piece of cable through 
it, I pushed it out or drew it in as suited my conve- 
nience; but my employment and enjoyment being all 
within doors, I went out only once a day to gather 
snow, look about me, &c. 

Well, just when the days were beginning to fiide alto- 
gether, it came one night a terrible storm of wind and 
snow-drift. I peeped out several times at it, but it was 
dreadful; so" I drew in my snowball, stuffed the hole 
doubly, and retired to rest, after singing a psalm, reading, 
and praying. About the middle of the night I was 
awakened by some noise inside my cabin. I was frightened 
beyond measure, for I had no conception what it could 
be. I conceived that the bears had all retired to their 
dens long ago, and were lying in a state of torpidity ; 
and an absurd terror took hold of me that it was the 
ghost of captain Hughes. The conviction that I was 
sleeping in his shirt and bedclothes, and drinking his 

Y 2 
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beloved beverage nightly, made me feel very uneasy. I 
had likewise seen him perish among the broken ice ; and 
though assistance was out of my power^ I had never 
proffered it ; and, finally, I had seen the bears grabbing 
up his flesh and bones without greatly regretting it. In 
short, the meeting with my late commander's spirit* at 
this time, I found would be any thing but agreeable. It 
came to my closet door and nq[»ped ; I held my breath, 
for I was unable to speak with terror. It tried to wrench 
open the door, and a terrible effort it made ; but it fidled 
for that time. I was by this tune on my feet, irith a 
large carving knife in my hand, as sharp as a lance in the 
point, which I kept always on a shelf beside me ; but 
presently I heard the ghost go away and attadL my biscuit 
bunker. I then knew it was my former visitor, tiie bear, 
and kept quiet. She did not stay to eat any{ but imme- 
diately drew herself out at the window again with much 
difficulty. 

I lay still, though the cold from the open window was 
terrible ; but havmg nothing wherewith rightly to shut it, 
I lay still, hoping the danger and spoliation, for that time, 
was over, and resolved to secure my prenuses better in 
future. In about half an hour I heard the creature drag- 
ging itself in again. I arose with great quietness, and 
listened, and heard it take bread from the bunker, and 
immediately depart. I was now sure that it had come to 
steal for its winter store, and that it would leave me des- 
titute; for though I knew that there was plenty of 
provision in the hulk, I could not reach it; so I instantly 
struck a light, which (having made tinder) I could now 
do in a moment, and keeping close within my closet, I 
awaited the return of this foraging monster with a pa^- 
tating heart; for whether or not it was from having been 
bred a tailor, I cannot tell, but I certainly had sometbuig 
rather cowardly and timorous in my nature. In about 
the same space of time, half an hour namely, I heard the 
creature enter once more and attack the biscuit. I 
flung open the closet door, and bolted out, having the 
light in my left hand, and the long ship carving knife, for 
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eutting up beef, whales, and porpoises, in my right. This 
•pfMuritipn, particularly, I supposed the light, which in all 
probability the creature had never seen before, frightened it 
80 dreadfully, that it dashed out at the window with more 
precipitance than prudence ; for not taking leisure to put 
out its forefeet first along with its head, it stuck &st, and 
could not move. I ran forward, and with my long knife 
gave the animal two deadly stabs below the fifth rib, 
toward the heart. The blood gushed out, and nearly filled 
my cabin ; and the creature very soon gave over struggling. 

I had no intention of committing this murder on the 
poor animal. It was wholly an accidental act. When I 
sbruck it, it was merely with a sort of vague intention of 
fqghtening it that it might not come back ; but when I saw 
it stretching out its limbs in death, and its feet and thighs 
so like those of a human creature, I could not help feeling 
as if 1 had committed some enormous crime. I am ashamed 
to own this now, but it is the truth; and all that I can say 
for myself is, that I was bred a tailor, and was often ashapied 
of that which other men would have been proud of, and 
proud of that of which they would have been ashamed. 

Be that as it may, I left the huge animal sticking in 
the hole to keep out the cold, and retired to my couch, 
locking and bolting my closet door, but not to sleep. I 
was in a quandary, and was afraid of somethuig, I knew 
not what ; but I took a good dram, which warmed and 
cheered my heart considerably. I lay long in a sort of 
feverish state without repose ; and at length I arose and 
went to examine my prey. It was stiff, and begmnuig to 
grow rigid in the flank ; yet, strange to say, I heard it 
munching the biscuits outside, and making a sort of 
grumbling noise over them. I was more frightened than 
ever, and began to think that nature was all reversed m 
that horrible clime ; for how a creature could be dead 
and frozen in its hinder parts, and munching and eatuig 
with its fore parts, was to me quite inconceivable ; yet I 
was sure of it. What does any body think I should have 
done ? Certainly just what I did — I ran once more into 
my closet, and locked myself in. 
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This state of things could not last. I could not remain 
shut up in my cabin ^without water, by a huge monster 
half dead and half living ; so as I could not push it out, 
I resolved to pull it in, and abide by the consequences. 
I did so. Th6 animal was stark dead, and its tongue 
hanging out at its mouth hard frozen. I was, you may 
be sure, glad to find it so ; yet how to account for my 
former impressions was above my calculation. 

I turned my prey on its back, to b^in the operation 
of flaying and cutting up. The animal was a huge she- 
bear, with milk in her dugs, which had manifestly beoi 
newly sucked. If my heart smote me before for what I 
had done, it smote me ten times more intensely now, 
when I had taken a mother from her starving ofibpiing; 
and when I thought of her having been stealing bread to 
preserve them from famishing amid the storm, I not only 
shed tears, I wept like a repentant siniier, and beg^ 
forgiveness of Heaven. 

What could be done ? I had taken a life which I could 
not restore ; and thinking it might be a prey sent me by 
Providence to preserve my own life, I skinned the animal 
with great difficulty, chipped it into neat square pieces, 
and spread it on the ice below the inverted deck to freeze. 
I calculated that I could not have less than twenty stones' 
weight of good wholesome fresh meat. I then deaied 
out my cabin, washing it all with hot water, and spread 
the bear's skin on it for a carpet. I then took a modicum 
of warm punch, went to my bed, and slept most profoundly. 

But new adventures still awaited m^, even in that soti- 
tude, where any one would have thought I was abstracted 
from every thing that had life. On awakmg, I heard a 
noise at my window, and instantly recognised the sounds 
as the same which I h^d heard before when the dead 
bear was sticking fast in the window. It was a sort of 
plaintive grumbling. I had fearful misgivings, guessing 
too truly what it was, and, without hesitation, opened the 
window. It was a bear cub, just apparently starving to 
death of hunger and co\d, awd askiu^ its mother of me 
with such pitiful whines, \ooVs, axv^ Vl^\s!^(S»s^ >lji&Ns«sM^ 
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aft I never in Me witnessed. It raised its forefeet to the 
window, as if entreating to be taken in. I helped it in» 
and I am sure a more afPecting sight never met the eye 
of mortal man. When it found its parent's skin, it uttered 
a bleat oi joy, and the tears actually streamed from its 
eyes. It went on uttering the same sort of joyful sounds 
tliat a foal does which has been long k^t from its dam. 
It went round and round, and licked the skin for very 
fondness;, but, alas! it was always looking for what it 
could not get, the mother s exhausted dug. Poor object ! 
When I thought of its having come to the very spot 
where it had last seen her, and where it had been fed 
with bread from her dying mouth, I felt as if my heart 
would break. 

At length it seemed to comprehend something of the 
matter, that a rueful change had taken place ; for after 
long pauses of stupid consideration, its mutters of joy 
gradually changed into moanings of heart-rending pathos. 
It showed neither hostility to, nor fear of me; its mother 
was its home, its guide, and clirector, and it had no other. 
So after going several times round, with the most hope- 
less looks that I ever witnessed, it laid itself down in a 
round form to die contented ; but its groans were not to 
be borne. I proffered it some biscuit ; it looked astonished 
and rather afraid, having assuredly forgotten, in its agony 
first of joy and then of sorrow, that there was any other 
creature present to witness these. It received the first small 
piece shQy and timorously ; but the rest it ate so vora- 
ciously, that it scarcely took any time to masticate it, and 
I was afraid it would choke. It had been clearly on the 
very point of famishing. I knew that was not its natural 
food, and I had little to spare ; but what could I do ? I 
had not the heart to offer it a piece of its parent's flesh, 
and I had no other. 

In casting about in my mind how I was to feed this 
poor forlorn object, I recollected with joy, that on the 
Ice which I had cleared below the deck of the hold, there 
were huge heaps of frozen blubber lying. Forthwith' I 
crept away with my old coal axe and a light, and brought 
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plenty of rigid blubber, which I brake uito small pieces* 
and fed it from my hand, patting it every time, and 
speaking kindly to it, calling it Nancy, after the only giil 
I had ever loved, for it was a female ; and if ever I wit- 
nessed looks of gratitude, it was from that helpless crea- 
ture, thus cast friendless and destitute on my protection. 
I patted it and fondled over it ; and when it licked my 
hand in return, my heart bounded with delight. Our 
friendship was formed with a resolution that it should 
never be broken on my part. 

No one can imagine who has not, like me, been left all 
alone on a wide, wide sea, the interest that I felt in this 
young savage of the desert. I have no expression for 
my feelings otherwise than to say, I loved it. Yes, I 
felt that I loved it for its misfortunes, for its filial 
affection, and for thus confiding in me. I fed it slowly 
and liberally, until I began to dread I was giving it too 
much, and took the remainder away back out of its 
reach. I then sat down beside it, gazed fondly on it, 
patting it all the while, and repeating its name, "poor 
Nancy, poor Nancy." She licked my hand again, and 
then rolling herself up once more on her mother's skin, 
after a few occasional heavy moans, fell sound asleep. 

Out of this sleep she did not waken for I know not 
how long, for I lived a strange sort of life, having lost all 
reckoning of months, weeks, or days. The only re- 
lator that I had of time was by the length that my beard 
had grown ; and I think the length of this first sleep of 
hers was at least three days and nights, and she might 
probably have slept as many months if I had not, with 
great diflSculty, awakened her for the sake of her society, 
which I could not live without. 

In the mean time I was not idle, having now a new 
motive for exertion ; and it was amazing how easily I 
effected my object when once I fell upon a right plan. 
I cannot imagine how I should have been so stupid; but 
the truth is, that never having passed from the cabin 
either to the hold oi ioiecas\\fi «»nq by the compaidon 
door and the deck, so e\eiiXiO^,yAv«tt.^^^ia^^w«&Nssss8A. 
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with her keel right \ippermost, I never had once thought 
that any other way was practicable, whereas, in the present 
position of the vessel, it was utterly impracticable. But 
the road I noW discovered was this : In the floor of the fore- 
castle there was a trap-door, communicating with the bOge 
water, into which we emptied foul water, without being 
obliged to run up to the ship's side every instant. There 
was likewise one in the cabin ; but that bemg carpeted, 
was seldom or never opened. These floors, be it remem- 
bered, were now my ceiling, a circumstance which seems, 
till then, never to have been thoroughly comprehended 
by me. Thus on pushing aside the latch of the trap- 
door above, which I easily effected with a table knife, 
well knowing its simple structure, the door fell toward 
me, and hung by the hinges. On entering this hatch- 
hole, I found myself in the keel of the vessel, among the 
pig-iron, which, having fallen downward, I had a free 
passage, first into the hold, where I found abundance of 
coals and casks of fresh water, or rather of fresh ice, and 
the carcases of five or six whales ; so at all events I had 
plenty of meat for my new companion for many years to 
come, and plenty of blubber to bum ; but all was in a 
state of perfect rigidity. Over this I passed into the 
forecastle, and in the larder found a large barrel half full 
of beef, and another more than half full of pork. These 
were turned, of course, with their bottoms upmost ; but 
the lids being locked, I had no other thing to do but 
to turn them the other way, and then they were just as 
at first. I found, likewise, bacon, mutton, and deer hams, 
and about half a cask of Highland whisky ; so that no 
man could have a better provisioned house than I had, if 
its foundation had been upon a rock, save on the ocean 
ice, which, in the event of any great storm from the south 
or south-east, was liable to be broken up. I had, how- 
ever, a strong trust in the mercy of God, who had 
hitherto preserved and provided for me in such a wonder- 
ful manner; and great as my dangers and difficulties have 
been, my trust was not placed on a bruised reed. 

1 now went back rejoicing to my sleeping partner^ 
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taking a good whang of solid fish with me, wi^ I^pes, 
snuff, and tobacco, all which I found nicely packed up in 
boxes. I had found the captain's store before ; but now 
I had the greatest abundance, for every one of our crew 
had been smokers, and some of them took snuff. I tried 
to waken Nancy, but tried in vain. She was quite dor- 
mant. I lifted her up in my arms, shook her, and bofxed 
her on the ear ; but her head hung down. When I 
boxed her she uttered sometimes a sort of sleepy "humph ;" 
but would not open her eyes. At lei^h I bdd burmog 
tobacco to her nose, which made her sneeze violently^ and 
wakened her up somewhat. I then held a piece of fish 
to her nose, which slowly and carelessly she devoured. 
In a little time her eyes lightened up, and she looked ior 
more ; I fed her, and she awakened, and her eyes lighted 
up ; but ever and anon she smelled on the skin, uttering 
a mournful mutter over it. I wanted her to lie beside 
me, and carried her into my room, closing the door ; but 
she would not settle nor rest from the skin of her mother. 
I then arose, and bringing the skin, I spread it above my 
blankets ; she then came in of herself, and lay down on 
it, uttering the same kind of sounds as before. 

My only difficulty now was in keeping her from sleep- 
ing, which I could only effect by constant and genUe 
feeding; for it seems to be inherent in the nature of 
the great white polar bear only to burrow in their dens 
and sleep when they can find nothing more t>f any kind 
to eat. In short, I got her learned, by degrees, to follow 
me out and in. When out, she was never weary of 
rolling among the snow ; and she often scraped bitteijy 
at the ice, as if longing to get into the sea. But as sl^ 
now lay in my bosom, I did not encourage this propen- 
sity, especially as she continued to thrive and grow 
amazingly fast, and was as plump as a small fatted calf. 
Yes, she lay in my bosom ; and though certainly a most 
uncourtly mate, she being the only one I had, I loved 
her sincerely, I might almost say, intensely. She never 
once showed the least disposition toward surliness ; but 
having transferred her love from Her mother to me, her 
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only proleetor^ she was all affection and Idndness, seeming 
to consider me as a Mend of her own species. She 
answered to her name, and came at my bidding; and 
when we walked out upon the ice, I took her paw in my 
arm, and learned her to walk upright. A pretty couple 
certainly we were, I dressed like a gentleman in my late 
captain's holiday clothes, and she walking arm in arm 
with me, with her short steps, her long taper neck, and 
unfeasible, long head ; there certainly never was any thing 
more ludicrous. I often laughed heartily at the figure 
wo made ; and as she tried to imitate me in every thing, 
so she did in laughing ; but her laugh was perfectly irre- 
sistible, with the half closed eye, the grin, and the neigh. 
It was no laugh in reality, and such a caricature of one 
never was- exhibited. There was a fine echo proceeding 
from some caverns in the huge iceberg which rose imme- 
diately in our vicinity. There was something exceed- 
ingly romantic in the voice of this spirit of the iceberg ; 
and I often amused myself by shouting to it, and listening 
to the distinct repetition, which I persuaded myself was 
louder than my own voice. But how was I amused one 
day with Nancy, who had been gamboling and rolling on 
the ice at a great rate, when she all at once, of her own 
accord, stood up on end, and putting a paw to each side 
of her mouth, as I was wont to do, she uttered such a 
tremendous bray to the echo, as was enough to have 
split its parent iceberg. The shout was returned with 
increased energy, while Nancy was standing with her 
nose towards it, listening with the most intense admira- 
tion. Then turning round her grinning snout, and 
perceiving that I had fallen down in a convulsion of 
laughter, she too threw herself down on the snow, 
and laughed, kicked, and spurred to admiration. I 
laughed until I was weak, and then went up to her and 
caressed her, saying many kind things to her. After 
that she shouted every day to the echo, until I gave over 
laughing at it, and then she gave it up. 

From the time that I got possession of Nancy and the 
whole ship, I never spent a winter so uniformly delight- 
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ful ; and long as it was, the only thing I was terrified for 
was its coming to an end, for then I knew the ice would 
break up, and God only knew where I might be driven. 
I never understood aught about the seasons, nor troubled 
myself calculating about them, which I knew would be to 
no purpose ; for suppose the winter is all one night, yet 
the fact is, that there is no night at all in these arctic 
regions, at least on the blazon of white ice where I was. 
There is no pitch-dark winter night such as I have often 
seen in Strathbogie. I never went out that it was not 
quite light, though I knew not one time of the twenty- 
four hours from another. There was often a white frost 
fog brooding over the ice, through which I could not see 
objects at any great distance ; still it was quite light where 
I stood. The darkest time I ever chanced to be out, 
was like a winter twilight in Scotland an hour after the 
sun goes down. Neither was the oold at all intolerable. 
Loud stormy winds came but seldom ; and if it had not 
been for my nose, I could have wrought at hard labour 
in the open ak a part of almost every day ; but the frost 
raised such a smarting in my nose, I coidd not suffer it. 
The sun at length made his appearance above the 
southern horizon ; and though I felt no symptoms of in- 
stability in the foundation of my abode, I began to have 
many anxious thoughts, for the snow with which I had 
covered the hulk to a yard in thickness, began on some 
days to melt and run down on the one side, forming huge 
icicles. The first thing I employed myself in, after the 
appearance of the sun, was to go daily and labour at cut- 
ting out a regular stair to the top of the iceberg, in order 
to make what discoveries I could. This I was not long 
in effecting, and found it a huge mountain of solid ice, 
as high as North Berwick Law, but more irr^ular in its 
form, having creeks and ravines innumerable. I felt 
greatly exhilarated on feeling myself on such an elevation j 
and as for Naucy, she was perfectly mad with delight, 
for her spirits always rose and fell with mine. She ran 
round and round the top, making many acute wheels, and 
cutting the most ludicrous capers, till coming iAadvert- 
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ently on a steep plaice, she missed her feet, and went to 
the bottom as swift as an arrow. The hill was so high, 
and she so white, I could scarcely discern her trying to 
climb it again ; but she could not, until she came round 
by the stair. Then seeing that I appeared amused at 
her adventure, she took another scamper, threw herself 
on her hams, set her fore feet wide, and down she went 
again. This was an amusement of every day's occurrence, 
until I gave over being amused with it, and then it was 
given up. I often persuaded myself that I perceived 
hills sometimes in one direction, sometimes another; biit 
they were never to be seen again. These were singu- 
larly illusive scenes. I could fancy I saw hills and glens, 
with wreaths of snow here and there, and yet I could 
never see them in the same direction again. It is a strange 
unearthly climate thereabouts, and has no congeniality in 
it with human nature. 

At length the swans came north over my head, shout- 
ing day and night, and the voice of the wild gander from 
the breast of the sky was rarely sOent. This, I thought, 
boded bad things for me, for it told plainly that the polar 
seas, beyond this great land of ice, were open. I there- 
fore judged that if the ice broke up, I was sure to be 
carried northward, no man knew where, among unknown 
seas and frozen coasts, and perhaps be frozen to one of 
the latter, to remain till I suffered a miserable death. 

The truth is, that I felt myself a very helpless being. 
I had no compass, and not the least notion where I was. 
I thought it behooved me, at this time, in order to endea- 
vour the preservation of my own life, to set out in search 
of some country ; but I knew not where to go, or where 
to find either continent or isle. I had still plenty of 
victuals, such as they were, both oatmeal, rye, and flour. 
I had a fowling-piece, and had contrived to dry a box of 
gunpowder, which had all run into one lump ; but when 
scraped down, fired middling well. I had beef and pork; 
but for the longing desire I had for fresh meat, I had de- 
voured a good deal of my bear's flesh, though I never let 
Nancy taste it, nor yet the soup it was boiled in. She 
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liked the wkales better, and lived most suii^tttOBsly/ 
better than ever a bear lived before ; and I never saw an 
animal thrive so well. She rolled and tumbled among 
the snow often for hours at a time. 

I clunbed the iceberg every tolerable day ; and at 
length formed the resolution of digging a cavern in it, as 
it was impossible, I thought, that it could sink, nor could 
it melt for ages. I began, accordingly, with axe and 
shovel, and high up, I am sure three or four hundreds of 
feet above the level ice, I opened my cavern. The tadL 
was a delightful one. It was very easy, the ice coming 
off ui great splinters. . I made great progress ; and when 
I had finished my anteroom, it was like a crystal dome, 
perfectly brilliant and beautiful. When the sun shone, it 
had all the colours of the rainbow. I liked the en^y- 
ment, and persevered on till I made several neat apart- 
ments, and one with a chimney, which I made with great 
labour with a bar of pig iron. I gloried in this achieve- 
ment, feeling as if I were in a castle, where no p(to bear 
or enemy of any kind could approach me without finding 
out my stair, which, on such a large mountsdn, was quite 
improbable. There was one of my apartments allotted 
for a pantry ; and here I carried, with great toil, a port 
of my provisions, a part of spirits, meal, and, in shcurt, 
every thing I had ; but the carrying of them up tiiat per- 
pendicular stair was a very severe job. I resolved, if I 
saw the ice breaking up, to trust myself on the iceberg 
as my best resource, and leave the rest to Providence, 
which had hitherto been so kind to me. 

Had the hulk of the Anne Forbes been ^tuated in the 
middle of a fioe, I would have trusted myself in her with 
perfect security ; but I knew she was on the ¥erge of a 
fissure, in which she had first been swallowed up^ and 
then, by some extraordmary operation in the meeting of 
the ice below water, was shortly tossed iip again with her 
keel uppermost. 

Now, I must let the friends that read this see exactly 
how we were situated. V^\v%a ^« «>^\^ v^nt down, I 
was at the top o£ t\ie inaat. \ Nwa vw^ssi^^^^g:^^.^^' 
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tance to the south: In a short time, by a tremendous 
convulsion of the meeting of the two fields, the ship was 
tossed up again. That fissure between the fields, in which 
ftie ship was swallowed up, was between me and the ship, 
as the reader will recollect, and the difficulty I had in 
crossing it to the wreck. The iceberg surose straight to 
the north- west, and the base of it only about the distance 
of a hundred and forty paces ; the ice between being all 
level, while that to the south and south-east was all broken 
and raised into ridges. This engendered a hope in me 
that the floe on which the hulk rested was attached to 
the mountain iceberg. There was likewise a sloping de- 
clivity all round the southern base of the mountain, as if 
part of it had been melted and frozen again; and I 
therefore considered myself perfectly safe in it from any 
danger but starvation, and could not but deem it emii 
nently sublime for me to be living in a crystalline palace 
on this elemental mountain, which, for any thing I knew^ 
might have brooded upon the shores of the polar sea, or 
traversed its lonely depth for ages. 

For the space of two months, I daresay, I spent all my 
waking hours on the top of this romantic mountain with 
Nancy, for she was as constant to me as my shadow ; but 
we still continued, at some risk, to isleep in the cabin, it 
being so much more comfortable than sleeping in a bed- 
room of ice. Then every morning when I went up to 
my crystal palace I sung a psalm, read a chapter, and 
prayed ; and every day my hope was strengthened that 
God would not forsake his poor outcast from humanity, 
who thus trusted in him. The whole of those two months 
passed in our common routine manner ; so that I do not 
recollect any thing worth relating. 

I can give no dates ; but one morning, which I sup- 
posed from the height and heat of the sun was about 
midsummer, on going to the top of the ice mountain and 
looking round, the whole sea to the northward was clear 
of ice to within a mile of us, while there was at the same 
time manifestly a strong current running northward, as I 
perceived pieces of broken ice, &c., running rapidly in 

z 2 
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that direction, kad I howly expected some great revolu- 
tion. It was to me like the subverting of a kingdom, or 
the breaking up of a world. 

Every thing remained as usual for several days longer, 
only I and my companion slept in our crystal chamber, 
and continued carrying necessaries to it the whole day ; 
for I had a wallet with which I loaded Nancy, and she 
could carry more at a time than I could. But there was 
one time that would have been about midnight, if there 
had been such a thing, for the sun was north, that I was 
awakened from a sound sleep by the tottering qaotion of 
the iceberg. I was astonished and frightened, for it was 
not like the motion of a ship getting under weigh, but 
that of a cart over great stones. I then became convinced 
that that huge mass of ice rested on the bottom of the 
ocean, and I thought it would certainly split into shivers. 
The motion, however, ceased in the course of a minute, 
by which time I was up and out on my platform, from 
whence I saw that the iceberg had moved a small d^ree 
round to the west. It had separated from the interminable 
field of ice on the east, leaving a gap there about a bow- 
shot over, and on the west that gap not only ran to a 
point, but south-west from that, the ice of the field was 
crushed up in a crooked ridge. From this it was quite 
evident that the bottom of the iceberg rested and swung 
on some point from which it could not get free. 

As the wreck remained on our side of the opening, I 
hasted down from the mountain to see how matters stood, 
and view this mighty phenomenon, for so it appeared to 
me. But it was a far greater phenomenon than any man 
can conceive, for it is impossible to describe it in any 
words that I have. The place where I stood, and where 
the hulk of the Anne Forbes rested, was only on one of 
the shelves of this mighty mountain. The sea in the 
opening was as bright as a mirror, nay, it was as pure as 
ether, and through it I could see the ledgins of this 
amazing cone spreading away shelve below shelve into 
the channels of the ocean. 

I now understood perfectly well the whole circum- 
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stances of our wreck. This huge mass had heen coming 
from the north with an under current, carrying all before 
it. The field of ice that encountered it had been going 
in an opposite direction with a surface current; then, 
when the collision took place, this great surface field, 
heaved up by some of the downward shelves of the moun- 
tain, had rushed over the Anne Forbes, smashed her 
gunwale and mastd to atoms, and laid her over. This 
sudden pressure of the great field had put the iceberg a 
little off its equilibrium, making the forepart to dip> when 
the revulsion had tossed the wreck backward on the 
mountun's own base. Nothing could be more natural or 
evident ; indeed it could not have happened otherwise. 

As soon as Nancy saw the water, she rushed into it, 
and swam about in perfect delight — vanished in below the 
ice for a space that frightened me for her safety, although 
I knew it was the nature of that species to fish for their 
food even in the channels of the ocean. She at length 
qopeared with a fish in her mouth, something like a large 
hiriing. I was glad of it, regarding it as a feast, and 
caressed and commended her for it. No sooner was she 
sensible of my approval, than away she flew again to the 
verge of the opening, peeping along its margin with a 
most knowing turn up of her cheek. Whenever she 
dived she brought up a fish of some sort ; but that day, 
I think she only got three. Every day thereafter the 
fish grew more plenty, the light having brought all the 
fish in that channel to enjoy its influence ; and day after 
day Nancy had the verge of the opening bedd^ with fine 
fish, so that I had a treasure m value fat above what I 
had calculated in that sbgular animal. These fish were 
all unknown to me nominally,' except the cod ; but there 
were some. of them of a very rich fiavour. I cleaned 
them carefully, washed them with salt water, and spread 
them among ice in the heart of the iceberg, in case of 
future exigences. These fish, before the end, would 
have loaded a cart. 

I often reflected with wonder and admiration on the 
extraordinary kindness of Providence to me, that I should 
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have been left alone in the midst of the frozen ocean 
without lacking one of the necessaries, comforts, or even 
luxuries of life. I wanted nothing but the society of my 
species, which was half and more compensated by that of 
the most docile and affectionate of all animals. I hope I 
was duly grateful to my Preserver ; - 1 meant to be so, 
and expressed it as well as I could, always before I 
lay down to sleep, and immediately after I arose. I 
was glad that Nancy, who was such an irresistible 
mimic, did not begin singing psalms with me, for she 
would have made a very bad business of it ; but the poor 
creature had the good sense: never to attempt it. She 
uniformly lay down with her head on her fore paws, 
closed her eyes, and looked very devout, without any 
caricature. 

Perceiving the strong foundation on which I rested, I 
again slept in my old birth in the closet of the cabin ; and 
one morning when I arose (I must call it morning, though 
there was no night), our beautiful crystal gap of water, ' 
I observed, was gone, and we had set off on another 
polar voyage, and left the interminable field of ice behind 
us as far as the eye could reach. Soon did I lose sight 
of it, and then all was again sea, nothing but sea ; and 
that we (by we, I mean the iceberg, Nancy, and me) 
were generally going on an under current, was quite evi- 
dent from the swiftness with which all other floating 
substances past us in the contrary direction. 

O that I had been a man of science, or that I had had 
a compass or any kind of instruments with me, that I 
might have noted down marks that would have kept things 
in my memory, for write I could not. But of all expedi- 
tions, next to that of Noah, I consider this of mine as 
having been the grandest ever accomplished by man. 
There was I reposing at my ease, or walking in awful 
sublimity on the top of a lofty mountain, moving on with 
irresistible power and splendour. Without star or com- 
pass, without sail or rudder, there was I journeying on 
ill the light of a sun that set not, solely in the Almighty's 
hand, to lead and durect me whithersoever he pleased. 
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The fowls of hearen occasionally roosted in thousands on 
iny mountain, and regarded me only as a fellow creature. 
I rejoiced in their presence, and loved to see them so 
beautiful and so happy ; and, moreover, they assured me 
of the presence of the Deity, for I knew they were all 
his creatures, a portion of his limitless creation ; and as a 
sparrow could not fall to the ground without his permis- 
sion and decree, so I knew that all those lovely creatures 
were living and moving in him ; and that I was there in 
his benign and awful presence, in that sublime tabernacle 
of the ocean, as immediately as in the grandest temple of 
worship that the world contained. 

I never lacked amusement long at a time, when abroad 
on that wonderful hUl. There was a broad field to walk 
on all round the ledges of it, except on one place where 
it rose perpendicular from the sea. On these ledges the 
uncouth and lazy 'walruses were frequently to be seen 
resting and rolling themselves ; and the seals would have 
congregated on it had it not been for Nancy, between 
whom and them' there was a perpetual and bloody warfare 
carried on, and many of them were forced to give up the 
ghost to her indomitable spirit and prowess. I was 
grieved at these encounters, thinking my favourite and 
only companion would be disabled or slain, for they often 
went below water, while the sea would become all red 
with blood. But so keen was she of the sport, I could 
not restrain her; nor could I make any use of the 
carcases, for cook it as I would, the meat was bad. Nancy 
was fonder of it than any other. She did not catch very 
many fish in the open sea, although constantly on the 
look-out for them ; yet it was very rare that I had not 
plenty for my table. There were some times that she 
catched great numbers of herrings of the very finest 
quality ; and there were other days that we fell among 
great shoals of gilses, or small salmon, as I thought. 

For the space of six months, at least, must I have tra- 
versed these polar seas without ever knowing where I 
was. I knew the main points of the heaven for a while, 
by accounting the point of the sun's highest elevation 
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above the horizon, south ; but at length I lost mysdf, and 
this rule proved of no avaiL The hulk, which, for a 
long time at first, had always been astern, became at 
length the prow, and I knew not where I was going. I 
several times saw mountains on my larboard bow in the 
early part of my tour, and twice, in particular, quite 
distmctly. They were all speckled with snow, and 
very like the Grampian mountains of Scotland in a day 
of spring. 

At length I saw a headland or island straight before 
me, and my resistless vessel bearing straight upon it. I 
was all anxiety, of course ; and though I believed I was 
not in Europe, I was anxious to see what kind of country 
it was, and was on the top point of the iceberg on the 
watch. It was very rugged, rocky, and steep, and at 
least one-third of it covered with snow. I was even so 
nigh, that I saw a being movmg abofut on the -shore, 
staring at the floatmg mountain. I saw, or at least 
believed that it was a woman, while my bosom dilated, 
and my heart beat hard with joy, at comfcig once more in 
contact with my fellow creatures. I thought what coun- 
tries and contments I was willing to traverse, what seas 
to cross, and what hardships to endure, to reach my dear 
Scotland again. I put my two hands to my mouth in 
place of a speaking trumpet, and hailed the female stranger 
with my whole strength of lungs. But ere ever I was 
aware or could prevent it, Nancy did the same, and sent 
forth such a bray, that made ail the rocks of that unknown 
country ring. That being a voice the most dreadful of 
all others to these polar inhabitants, the poor frightened 
native fled with the swiftness of a roe, and vanished among 
the rocks. I was for the first time provoked and angry 
at poor Nancy, who having perceived my elevation of 
spirits, thought it incumbent on her to have the same. I 
threatened her angrily ; but the poor creature first pros- 
trated herself at my feet, and then turnmg up her four 
feet, she kicked and writhed as if begging pardon in the 
most repentant manuec*, ou which I caressed her and 
§aid, ** Never mmd, OLcai "l^esvc^, wJc^ ^wjl ^^ \!ie%^ ^ 
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do the like agsdn.** She never caricatured me all her 
Kfe ag£dn. 

I had observed a good while before, that there was a 
stripe of something on the surface of the sea before me, 
like a line of broken ice ; but I regarded it not, for my 
glorious vessel plowed through all such like foam-balls. 
But when I drew nearer, I perceived that it was a current 
running through a strait, from one ocean to another, and 
at such a rate as I had never seen a current before. I 
am sure, at the lowest calculation, that it was runnmg 
at the rate of sixteen knots an hour. The broken ice, 
drift-wood, and something like large morsels of moss, 
were running by me with a swiftness quite incalculable. 
Still I regarded it not, seated on my invincible mountain. 
But before I came into this stream by a quarter of a mile, 
I got into an eddy, which actually rolled my mountain 
almost completely round. In this gyration some of her 
projecting under shelves had got into the stream, which 
sucked her in, and away I went exactly at a right angle 
from the course I was journeying on before. This stream 
came through a strait, between steep and rocky mountains, 
and, by my calculation, was running from the south-west 
to the north-east; but this is not to be relied on. 
The current was running at such a rate, that among the 
floating ice it was white with foam, and roaring like a 
flooded river. For a space of time that may have 
amounted to weeks, I ran on with this stream ; and at 
length I landed in another eddy, on a far larger scale, in 
which I floated round and round I do not know how long, 
within a diameter of about two miles. Having seen 
nothing like any of these phenomena the preceding sum- 
mer, I am persuaded I was theii in the northern seas of 
Asia ; and though I saw nothing like a pole, I must have 
been far beyond it. 

All this time among those rapids and whirlpools, I got 
no fish. I had still plenty preserved in ice ; but I began 
to long for them, fresh out of the water. Nancy never 
looked for them. From some singular instinct she seemed 
perfectly to understand that it was in vain. At length I 
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saw her one day diving very often. I was on the height; 
and being persuaded that we were off on another tack, 1 
did not descend, but continued on the hill until I went 
to sleep, making observations, and at length was quite 
convinced that we were moving straight on at a steady 
pace, and, as I judged, in a direction between south and 
south-east, so that I became convinced I should rest or 
be frozen still on the coast of Siberia, or Nova Zembh. 
I sailed on and sailed on, in utter uncertainty, but with- 
out one symptom of despair in my heart. I sang praises 
to God, and worshipped him before I went to sleep ; and 
as soon as I awoke, I cast myself entirely on his 
protection, and was all submission to his vnXL I stfll 
wanted none of the conveniences of life. With. Nancy 
and an open sea, I could never want fish ; and I was 
occasionally laying by what I could spare for the approach- 
ing winter. I had been saving, my spirits all summer ; 
but I was ashamed on calculating how much I had drank 
in less than a twelvemonth. I could not have had less 
than forty gallons at first, of the very best, which was 
enough in all conscience for three years ; but I had been 
rather reckless on it at first, which now I sore repented. 

I spent a part of every day teaching Nancy to under- 
stand and obey every one of my conunands ; and though 
not a very apt scholar, she was an attentive one. When 
she found that she had done any thing that drew forth 
my approbation, she never forgot that again. She swam 
for every thing I threw into the sea, carried burdens 
cheerfully, while her sagacious looks proved an agreeable 
conversation to me in absence of all others. 

I came once more in sight of land, still on my left 
hand, so that it behooved to be another continent, as 1 
was passing to the north before, and southward now. On 
the third day I came very near the coast, and saw high 
rugged shores, tall, precipitate mountains, which reminded 
me of sugar loaves in a grocer's shop. The narrow val* 
leys between were nearly free of snow, and the perpetual 
sunshine on the counU^ ^%n« \t xnlher a pleasing and 
interesting appeaxance. 'tXv^ c\«t«iTft. m«^ ^\n^&^8!5«a^ I 
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was going at such a rate that the mountams appeared 
changing their relative sltuaUons in constant succession. 
When I nett awoke from sleep, I found that I was off at 
a tangent with another current, and had lost sight of the 
country for eyer. 

I About this time the fogs began to brood over the &ce 
of the ocean, the sun to wear toward the horizon, and 
. from that time forth I saw no more around me, sun, moon, 
nor stars, but journeyed on I knew not the least \diither. 
During this period Nancy added materially to our stock 
of fsfa, many of which I had never seen before. I sup- 
pose they were dog-fish, and cat-fish, and sea-wolves, &c. ; 
however, I cleaned them all in the best manner I was 
, able, and laid them up in a state where I was sure of their 
perfect preservation. Unless when employed with some 
litfle thing of this nature, I either lay and dozed, read 
my bible, which I got mostly by heart, or conversed with 
Nancy. She was not only a most useful slave, but a 
social and agreeable companion. The only thing that I 
regretted, she was growing far too big. 

The hulk of the Anne Forbes still contmued in the 
same portion without the least alteration ; and though I 
often slept in my crystal cave in summer, I drew into my 
old cabin as winter approached, for my anteroom at the 
cavern had been aD melted away during the summer 
months, and it was grown quite imperfect. 

The next change I met with was the hearmg of a great 
rushing noise like a tempest, which astonished me not a 
little, as the frost-fog was sitting as dense and calm as ever. 
I could not even perceive a movement in it, nor any altera- 
tion of the ocean. I climbed the mountain ; but there all 
was dense and calm, and the roaring sound not nearly so pal- 
pable to the sense. I descended again, slept, and wakened, 
and still the sound grew louder and louder. This to me 
bdng quite incomprehensible, I was bewildered in unde- 
finable terror, not knowing what phenomenon was next 
to overtake me* It was in vain that I climbed the hill 
and came down again, I could see nothing, and still the 
sound increased. Nancy never regarded it, but watched 
I. 2 a 
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for fish always when not asleep ; and numbers binling ujp 
in our wake, she did not miss to improve her chances, 
never, I believe, letting one esci^[>e that once came fiuriy 
in view. 

Not so with me. I was utterly dumfoundered, till at 
length I resolved to walk round my huge mountain as &r 
as I could get, one side being perpendicular and impas- 
sible, and when I reached that, to return. But by the 
time I got half way round, that was to the prow (^ the 
mountain, the mystery was cleared up. The new ice bad 
commenced, and a strong under current bearing this irrer 
sistible mass with its broad base previously on it, it was 
breaking it up with tremendous violence, louder than the 
loudest thunder. The conflict was so fierce and awfol, I 
was glad to retreat astern in trembling amazement, and 
commit myself once more unto Him whose mighty arai 
alone can control the elements. 

On my next awaking, the constant thundering sound 
was changed into loud crashes, like discharges of artUlery. 
I was almost resolved not to go and witness the tur- 
moil, for I was aware how awful it would be ; b|it I am 
glad that I went and witnessed a scene with which I shall 
never see any thing again to compare. The ice had 
thickened to a board, several inches in thickness ; but the 
form of this huge mountain, with its broad shelving base, 
running in below the ice with the current, heaved up the 
field into broad crystal flakes, which gradually rising to a 
perpendicular position to the height of an hundred feet 
and more, they then fell backward with a crash that made 
the frozen ocean groan ai>d heave. The attack and resist- 
ance continued. Again and again was the great froien 
space broken up with crashes not to be equalled by any 
thing in nature, and therefore incomparable, unless we 
could conceive the rending of a sphere to pieces. 

The ice continuing thus to be rolled up like a scroll 
before the mountain, was heaped up before it to such a 
height, that it at length became once more immovably 
fixed, and all the tunnoW. ^«& ^tUl. Here was another 
instance that a kmd PtoVv^ewi.^ ^^\«2^^ w«. \sMt (k 
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good. Had my valuable hulk of tli^ Anne Forbes been 
in front of the mountam at this time, it would not only 
have been smashed to atoms, but covered ten feet deep 
beneath shoals of ice; while there on the stern, and lee 
side of the mountain; it stood all imskaithed and snug as 
ever. I was exceedingly thankful for this. 

I had now nothing before me but a life of monotony 
for six months, and I made up my mind to it. I took a 
thorough review of all my store, and perceived there 
was no danger of starvation for a time, but how long I 
could not calculate^ and from the calculation, indeed, my 
mind revolted ; for O it is true that the Almighty once 
said', '" It is not good for man to be alone." 

However, as usual, I was not suffered to be long with- 
out some incidents of thrilling interest. An intense frost 
set in, the fog cleared away, the stars appeared in the 
zenith, and a beautiful blue twilight sky fringed the 
horizon. It was so light, that I could have perceived 
objects at a greater distance than in sunshine. I was on 
the top of the mountain, looking all abroad, and persuaded 
myself that I saw land right ahead, and at no great dis- 
tance. My heart palpitated with anxiety, joy, and fear, 
and I could scarcely sleep or eat, but kept constantly on 
the watch at every bright interval, and still the form of 
the hills continued the same ; so I became assured they 
were not clouds, such as often had deceived me. 

While sitting contemplating this scene with the deepest 
interest, judge of my excitation when the report of a gun 
reached my ears, and, as I conceived, from the same direc- 
tion ; at least I was sure it was not far from it, either to 
the one side or the other. I took it for a signal gun 
from some ship ; but what it was, or whence it came, 
must ever remain a mystery to me. There is no doubt 
that the interminable field of level ice would conduct the 
sound unimpaired from an immense distance ; but to my 
ears it sounded as quite nigh, not more than two miles. 
I hasted from the height, seized my fowling piece and 
some of my powder, little otherwise than a stone in 
hardness and consistency, and as fast as I could scrape it 
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down, I charged, and, again ascending the hdght, fired. 
After my third shot, the salutation was returned with 
^ roar loader than before. I tried as well as I could 
to imitate the signal of distress ; hut judguig that there ; 
was no time to be lost after my first signal had beea ' 
answerea, I hasted down cmce more, packed up some 
powder and shot, victuals, and a bottle of qMrits, and 
posted off in the direction whence I deemed tiie sounds 
proceeded and the land lay. 

I had to take a circle to eschew the he^>s of broken 
ice before me, which put me a little off my aim ; but 
before I went away, I had lighted a lamp in the caTem, 
which I knew would bum for a long thne, and which 
could not be seen from any point save one, being that 
from which the sound proceeded, and, as I thouglU, due 
south. The wind was perfectly calm, the cold intense, 
and a thick hoar frost covered the ice to the depth of 
about three inches. Yet, though at that time the sky was 
perfectly clear, and the stars visible in the zenith, Ike 
hoar frost, or rime, as it is called in Scotland, was fiiUing 
Tery thick, the aurora borealis made it nearly as br^ht as 
day, and the scene was truly beautiful, the silvery rime 
that quivered in the atmosphere being all spangled with 
pale rainbows, much more beautiful than a lunar one. 
Although the falling rime wto so light as not to be per- 
ceptible to feeling, yet my budget and bat were soon 
loaded with it. 

Wen, I kept looking back to my light, and firmg my 
piece all the way, posting on with what speed I was able; 
but a life of almost complete idleness had rendered rae 
soft and lumpish, and instead of being frozen by the cold, 
I felt myself gettmg much too warm, and then I took a 
sirpling of rum-brandy and a lick of snow alternately. I 
lost sight of my lamp, and then had no other guide save 
to look behind me at my track, and see that I kept always 
on a straight line. No «Hiswer bemg made to my signak 
all this tune, I found I had embarked on a voyage of 
great uncertainty ; but aX Yexv^Vv I ^ly discovered a bill 
light before me, &omei\u(xv% W^ Ks^t^% «wX«ib^<«l'1 
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thought. Other suhjacent ones, so, layhig other hopes 
^nd uncertsdnties aside, I made straight for that. 

I was calculating that by this time I had travelled from 
sixteen to twenty miles, from the length of time I had 
taken and the fiitigue I felt ; and while still making straight 
for the hiUs, which. I thought were not above half that 
distance from me, I perceived Nancy a long way to the 
right, seeming greatly interested about something, and 
as if following a track. I turned in the same direction, 
and to my joyful astonishment, found the traces of a 
company amounting to from thirty to -forty individuals, 
all journeying on the same path strsdght for the land. I 
had some scruples at following and joining so large a 
body of savages, who might be cannibals for ought I 
knew, and might flay and eat Nancy and me, even without 
the ceremony of letting out the life blood. I knew 
not what country I was in, whether in Europe, Asia, 
or America. I had a sort of conviction, that after going 
the round of all the transverse currents of the polar 
ocean, I was again fixed on the same ground, and against 
the same field of ice that had opposed me the preceding 
year ; but as I had no data to go upon to ascertain this, 
it must be viewed for the present as mere conjecture. 
Yet this conjecture, vague as it was, encouraged me to 
proceed, as I knew to a certainty, the year before, from 
the mountains I had seen on my tour, that I had been 
off the coast of Greenland, where I had heard there were 
colonies of Christians. 

Well, on I went on the track of this colony of sincere 
and simple Christians, as I weened they must be return- 
ing from their summer stations of hunting and fishing to 
their winter abodes, with their families and spoils. The 
traces of their steps were partially filled up with the 
falling rime ; yet still I could perceive that there was a 
mixture of large and small footsteps, of full grown and 
young people; and thus encouraged, I posted on for 
many miles. I had for a good while imagined that the 
interest Nancy was taking in the pursuit was greater than 
could well be accounted for. She was constantly stand- 

2 A 2 
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ing and walking on end, hol<]^g out her long neae as M 
scenting something of mighty concern to her, and tmning 
first up the one ear and then the other, as if p er c e i f iu g 
something tlirough the gloom. At length I came upon 
some marks tliat were rather eqmvocal, on whieh I stood 
still to consider a little, I went on. A man hotiy en- 
gaged in any pnrsnit does not like to turn from iC ifl at 
once. I stooped down, and took the light hottr frost 
carefully from sef^val of the footmarks. O, they were 
the steps of human heings, there ihis no doubt of it. 
There were the *five toes, the ball of tiie foot, and the 
heel, all as apparent as the sun at noonday. But then I 
thought agam, that that ini^ simile might have been 
suggested by divine Providence ; for, in the first phce^ 
there was. no sun and no noonday there ; aa^ BH)reover, 
how was it possible the people of that country conld travel 
over ice and snow barefooted ? That certaimfy was in- 
practicable ; for their toes would be all frost-bitten, and 
their journeying quickly at an end. Still I went Mindly 
on, hardly knowing what I was doing, thinking, or where 
going, till I perceived that Nancy had run off and kit me 
on the track; and then straining my sight forward, I 
perceived on a rismg ground, that must have been a 
shore, a whole herd of white bears, aU turned vrith their 
faces towards me, waiting her approach with the news. 
I saw some of them standing upright, larger than the 
largest giants ; and certainly I never got such a fright 
since I was born of my mother. I durst not ran for fear 
of being pursued by the whole herd, and torn to pieces. 
I durst iKyt call on my favourite and best friend, for fear 
of being discovered, in case I was still undiscovered; and 
as I dared not either advance or retreat, I squatted down 
on the ice, and wished myself under it. 

There I lay for a considerable space, peeping over my 
hands like a setter on a dead point, and my heart beating 
against the ice with audible thumps, till at length the 
monsters came all off in a body toward me. There was no 
more time for me to lie piv}vci^ ihece^ so I sprang to my 
feet, and ran. Yes, 1 ton ml\\ «^ wftx^as^ -^Xa^ '^'t 
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extreme of terror OBLy eocdd have unpelled me to effeet. 
I flew without looking b^dnd me, and actually thought I 
was eutepeediog the best polar bear, till a certain noise 
tbtt I hard behind me eompdled me to look oyer my 
stuwddor, when I pereeived two bears in close pursuit of 
ma. I flung my wallet pf provinons, and my remaining 
bottle of rum, from me* and held on, having then nothing 
bat mygim* whkb was loaded, and my long dirk. The 
two bears seemed to be quarrelling ; but whether quar- 
rdting or junketting I had not time to distingui^, till 
they came to my wallet, at which they paused, and tear- 
ing the wallet, they soon devoured my victuals. I then, 
with the most extravaglant joy, pereeived that the lesser 
one of the twain was Nancy, and my terror greatly was 
abated ; lor I thought, with her and my loaded gun, and 
loi^ knife, I was a matdli for this single monster at any 

StiU I dmrst not call on Nancy ; but being quite out- 
q[>ent with running, I paused to gather breath, and look 
sA the twou The large wild monster took up the bottle 
of rum, smeUed it, and turned it over, seeming greatly 
taken with it ; when Nancy, with perfect sang fraid, 
snatched it from him, drew the cork with her teeth, and 
setting the bottle to her mouth, toSk apparently a long 
pull of the spirits, and then handed it to her travelling 
eompamon. He took the bottle, set it to his mouth, and, 
as I thought, drank about the half of it. To describe his 
motions and looks, at that stage of his progress, is impos- 
sible. He held up his nose at an angle of forty-five, shot 
out his long red tongue and licked his chops, and ever 
and anon cast the most eloquent looks to Nancy. He 
seemed both delighted and astonished, and would not part 
with the bottle again, although Nancy tried to attain it 
by every wile and quirk she could invent. No, he would 
not part with it; but wheeling always round with his 
back to her, took another pull, till he finished it ; and 
many a turn up he gave the empty bottle before he threw 
it away in a rage, because it would not produce any more. 

He then fell a dancing and bobbing on his hams most 
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potently ; and never was drunkenness better portrayed. 
He nodded his head from side to side, and cut capers 
innumerable, while Nancy, exhikisted by the novdlty of 
the scene, stood straight up on her hind feet, and waltsed 
around hhn. He would needs do the same ; but then, 
at every wlusk and every embrace she gave him, he 
tumbled over at full length, till, finally, after severd 
ineffectual efforts to rise, he groaned, stretched bat his 
limbs, and lay still. I had easily foreseen what the con- 
sequences would be, knovnng the potency of my liquor 
from experience ; so I kept my station, determined to 
kill the monster as soon as he grew incapable of defence. 
Nancy manifestly anticipated this. She came runnfaig 
to me, fowned, and led the way back again ; and to show 
me that he was incapable of moving, she scraped him 
with her foot, and then jumped upon him ; but all that 
she could elicit was a groan. I had my gun loaded with 
two balls ; but for all that, when I saw the inordinate 
size and strength of the monster, I took fright, and durst 
not fire. I paced his length as he lay stretched. I de- 
clare, with perfect seriousness, he was within a foot ci 
four yards, and his body as thick as a two years' old bull. 
I duFst not shoot for my life, though I had the muzzle of 
the gun twice at his* ear, for I knew not what such a 
monster might do in a last struggle. One blow of his 
paw, or one craunch with his teeth, would have finished 
my course ; so upon the .whole, I thought my safest plan 
was to leave him asleep, and make my escape ; which I 
did. I have often thought it was a cowardly action; but 
I did it, and lived to repent it. 

My situation was now any thing but enviable. I had 
fled with such precipitancy, that I had lost all traces of 
my path back to. my castle. My own track would have 
been a sort of guide to me ; but I knew not where to 
find it. Besides, I had neither meat nor drink, and was 
still uncert^n about the pursuit of the bears after me. I 
had no dependence save on Nancy, who was so much 
taken up with the dtunkew mow%tet we. had left behind, 
that I could scarce ina\Le \iet ^V\.«;w^ V^ «ss.^ ^^Mia% 'Sfiit, 
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AlthoDgh it is my nnnatnral to suppose it, I am certain 
shQ wanted me to kill him ; for when I left him whole 
and sound, her looks of disappointment were quite mani. 
feat. Alter tra?e]ling several miles with me m gloomy 
d]sc<mtent, she returned and hastened back again ; and as 
she and I had been accustomed to kill every thing that 
came in our way, I iiad no doubt that she was gone back 
to w^/nj a monster three times as large and strong a& 
herseH 

I was now in a most woful case, having lost my only 
guide, who I knew could have led me home as easily as I 
could have gone from Huntly to the earse of Strathbogie. 
I was hungry, I was thirsty, and overcome with sleep and 
fittigue^ yet was still speeding on I knew not whither. I 
liad OQly one stay wherein to triust ; but it was the best, 
and one that never yet had failed me, even in perils of 
shipwreck and death. I kneeled on the snow-covered 
ice, and prayed to God to direct and save me. I did 
this shordy, for I was afraid of falling asleep, in which 
-case I was gone ; but the moment I rose, I found myself 
strengtiiNied and revived. More than that ; when I rose 
I was a litde jumbled about the line I behooved to pursue ; 
and examining the one I had come, I had a strong im- 
presmon it was not the right one. This irresistible 
impulse was, I am certain, impressed upon my heart by a 
divine Providence ; for though I almost went off at a 
tangent to the right, I had not journeyed an hour ere I 
came on my own backward track* which, though a little 
filk^ up with hoar frost, was still visible. I never was ! 
more happj at any relief than this ; and I did not £ail to ! 
testify my grateful thanks to heaven for the happy deliv- 1 
erance. O let never mortal man despair, for he may 
depend on this, that whether in the noisy crowd or on 
the lonely waste, he is in the hands of the Almighty, ' 
who can direct or leave him to himself as he sees meet. 
For me, in all my perils, and they have been many, 
I have ever trusted in the Lord, and have never trusted 
in vain. 

I now liied me on vfith a cheerfulness and eagerness 
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that were too much for my ability, hungry and fetigoed 
as I was ; but I knew where I was going, and had hopes 
that I was near my secure but solitary home. The want 
of Nancy preyed heavily on my heart. No man alive could 
miss a partner more than I did, for I found I could not 
subsist without her. If I had had her that night to have 
spoken to and leaned upon, I felt how Iuq[^y I would have 
been, and how helpless I was without her. I grew ex- 
ceedingly fatigued, and began to eat snow incessantly. 
This did me ill, for my joints lost their power, and sleq^ 
quite overcame me ; and though I knew that to lie down 
on the ice was death, I felt an irresistible inclination to do 
it. I actually ledd me down, though I knew it was the 
sleep of death ; but a better resolution aroused me. I 
stood on my knees; and leaned my head and arm on the 
muzzle of my gun, thus getting some momentary sleeps; 
and then, whenever I was getting too sound asleep with 
the benumbing frost, I fell over, which wakened me. 

These temporary restings refreshed me. I could walk 
three or four hundred yards after them at first with con- 
siderable agility ; but then I could not give over eating 
snow, and my stages continued to become shorter and 
shorter. My track was still visible, and that was all; and 
I now came to some broken ice, which raised my spirits, 
as I remembered of none save that plowed up by the 
prow of my ice-mountain. At that very time I heard a 
sort of noise coming along the ice ; but although it was 
very light for that region, I could see nothing, owii^ to 
the frost, rime, and the dazzling whiteness. I heard it 
approaching still, like the galloping of horses, accompanied 
occasionally with a growling murmur. I made all the 
speed I could ; but, alas ! I fear I made but poor pro- 
gress, for my strength was gone. At length, hearing the 
sounds close behind me, I looked back, and beheld a bear 
coming on me full speed. It was soon kneeling at my 
feet, and licking my hand. It was Nancy bleeding. She 
instantly turned about, set up her angry birses, and went 
slowly and doubtfuWy \);uc^l,^ ^eX^tasav^ori an unequal 
battle. After strakvuv^ m^ %\^X. Vfexwwgci ^^ tbsrA 
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perceived a ^gantic bear standing on end, like a tall 
obelidc covered with snow. Any one may guess how 
my heart iainted within me ; but I cocked my gun and 
tried to run on. My power was exhausted ; I could do 
no more. Nancy tried to oppose the monster by throw- 
ing herself always in before him; but she durst not 
apparently seize him. He was a male, and partly a gentle<F 
man, for he would not bite or tear her; but he sometimes 
gave her a cuff with his paw to make her keep out of his 
^ way. • I tried several tunes t6 take aun at him, but found 
it imposofaie without shooting Nancy ; so that all I could 
do was to run on, until fairly exhausted, I fell flat on my 
face. The strife continued, and approached close to my 
heels, and instantly I found myself graced, and one of 
the bears above me. I could make no exertion ; but I 
soon discovered that it was poor Nancy trying to cover 
me with her own body from the dreadful death that 
awaited me. The monster struggled to reach my neck, 
while my defender clung to me so closely that I was 
nearly strangled. His strength was overpowering; he 
forced his head in below her, and I felt fir^t his cold nose 
and then his warm lips close to my throat. I called out, 
*' Seize him !" the words that I used for baiting on Nancy, 
and which she always promptly obeyed, on which she 
gave him such a snap, that not only made him desist, 
but growl like a bull. Still he would neither lay mouth 
nor paw upon her, one of those rare and beautiful instances 
of the sublimity of natural instinct, of which there are so 
many among the brutal creation. 

The monster growled, and went round and round, and 
at: length made his attack at the same point again ; and in 
trying to reach my neck, he seized me by the left arm, 
close below the shoulder. I called out furiously to Nancy, 
who that moment seized the gigantic monster by the 
throat with her teeth and paws at the same moment. He 
flew away from me, and swung her round and round like 
a clout, bellowing fearfully ; but quit her gripe she would 
not. He seized her with his paws, hugged heir, and 
threw her down ; but all this while never made a motion 
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to tear her. He squeezed her so strait thai I saw the 
white of her eyes begui to turn up. I then, with aD the 
speed and precision my wounded arm would admit ti, 
held the muzzle of the gun to his ear and fired; and jtt, 
owing to the violent motion he made, none of the two 
bullets^ went through the brain, but one at the root of the 
jaw, and the other between that and the eye. The shot 
took away the power of doing any hurt yntk his mouth ; 
but his pa¥rs continued to embrace Nancy with a deadly 
grasp, she still keepuig a ftst hdd c^his throat. I then 
stabbed him to the heart again and again ; and thoQ^ 
the blood streamed through the snow as if a shiioe had 
been opened, it was amazing how tenacious the monster 
was of life. But at length he slackened his hold« and 
rolled over and over on the ice. Still he was not dead; 
but as soon as Nancy got free, I embraced ber« and feeUe 
and overworn almost to death, with her at my side te lesn 
upon, I made my escape to my old hulk, the wdoomest 
sight I had ever seen. 

I barricaded my entrance-window, fed Nancy, eat some 
raw frozen fish myself, drank a little rum-brandy, and 
then took a short and troubled sleep ; but before I did 
any of these save the first, I kneeled down and thanked 
my kind Maker and Preserver for this most wondetful 
deliverance. I then kindled a good fire of coals and 
driftwood, of which I had collected great store during 
summer ; and having plenty of ice in the hold, I wanned 
a pot of water, bathed and dressed my arm, which was 
sore lacerated; I then washed and bathed Nancy all over. 
Her shoulders were a little lacerated and swdled from 
the grasps of the monster's paws ; but saving that, there 
was no wound upon her. I dried her with a cloth» 
combed her, and made her as clean as a bride ; and though 
she licked my hand and my wound, and was as kind and 
gentle as ever, I could not help observing^ with pain and 
a share of terror, that there was a gloomy gleam in ber 
eye which I had never witnessed before. Her look was 
quite altered. It was Yve«N^, %\)U.e\i, and drowsy; but 
when she looked up, tVveie ^%a W£aR?^Cvpi%\i5iLfc %. ^fn^ ^ 
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madness in it. This w&s the most distressLhg circum- 
stance of all to me ; and though I suspected it was from 
the heat of irritation to which she had been driven by the 
deadly combat wUh one of her own species, and one that 
had foUowed her too for love, stiU it was the same tonne, 
who was obliged to abide by the consequences. 

We had slept in the same bed ever since we met ; but 
gladly would I have dispensed with her company that 
night. StiU I had not the heart to separate her from 
me per force, as she sat nid-noddii^ and casting imploring 
looks for me to go to bed ; so we went into the closet 
together, as usual, although I was not at all at my ease. 
Nancy was in the same state ; she tossed, and tumbled, 
and groaned, whereas she was wont to lie as quiet as a 
lanoh. At length she lud her left paw over me, above 
the clothes, and seemed to fall sound asleep ; but in about 
ten minutes after she gave me such a hug, that it had 
nearly deprived me of breath. I made no motion, no 
resistance, but suffered patiently, though in agony both 
of body and mind ; and I acted wisely, for in a short 
while after her hdld relaxed, and she again tossed hers/elf 
over, and fell asleep. 

I then rose as quietly as I could, stole out to the calHA, 
and locked the door, and making myself up a bed in my 
late ci^ptain's hammock, I slept apart, though ill at ease. 
I heard no more noise or disturbance, all remaining quiet ; 
80 I lay and rested myself I know not how long. When 
I next arose, urged by hunger, I peeped in to Nancy, after 
much fear and solicitude, thinking she was dead. She 
had taken the round form, and was lying with her Umbs 
folded, and her nose in below her flank. I at once per- 
ceived, that with the late exertion and a hearty meal, she 
was falling into the torpid state ; and that the hug of the 
preceding night (which I am always disposed to call the 
time allotted for sleep) had been the result of a dis- 
turbed dream about her late combat ; so I heaped clothes 
above her, of which I had plenty, and left her to her 
repose ; and if I calculated any thmg aright from the 
I. 2 b 
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sleeps I took, each one of which I estunated as a night, 
she lay snug in that state for three months. 

I visited her once or twice every day ; and though I 
could not distinguish her hreathing, nor feel the play of 
hei* lungs, the dull heat of her body contuiued the same, 
which assured me she was not dead, but sleeping. That 
was a wearisome time for me, and save the skinning and 
cutting up of my great white bear, absolutely void of 
adventures. He was as fat as a fed bullock, and his flesh 
tasted very much like that of a he-goat ; having been 
completely blooded, it was white and clean, and a great 
treat. He had as much tallow as loaded me for one 
jaunt ; and I judged his carcass to be about thirty gtones, 
Aberdeen weight. 

It proved a severe winter, much stormier than the list; 
and there was one momuig I perceived that my smoke 
would not vent, and, behold, on opening up my window, 
I found myself covered up with snow to a depth of which 
I could form no calculation. It had been a great snow- 
drift, and the hulk having been on the lee side of the 
mountain, I was completely covered in. I soon, how- 
ever, opened up a vent for the smoke, and then I had a 
snug warm abode for the remainder of the winter. 

I read much on my bible during this lonely season, 
and got a great part of it by heart. By that, I mean the 
historical parts. I could name to myself all the kings ot 
Israel and Judah, how long each of them reigned, and aD 
the battles they lost or won. I could go over the judges 
of Israel, in the same way, with the twelve tribes and the 
numbers of each. I had, besides, particular favourites, 
and could recite every word concerning them. Benjamin 
was my favourite tribe for spirit and bravery, and Jonathan 
my favourite character of the whole scripture catalogue. 

But if I read much, I thought more of my singular 
destiny and condition, and what it behooved me to do. 
Was I to try once more to reach the abodes of humanity, 
see my own species face to face, and enjoy that social 
intercourse for vAucYv t\ve V\3OTi»xv\v^s«t\. ^wd aJSections are 
so peculiarly framed ? Oi v^^s \ V^ \w«fl».\X\^\^>^^\Ov 
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was» and traverse the arctic regions on an iceberg all the 
days of my life, subjected, without remede, to all the 
caprices of the elements, the storms, and the currents of 
the ocean ? After balancing these things in my mind for 
months, I could not decide which to fix on. My present 
life was one of such romance, that if I could have been 
certified that at any future period I should escape to give 
a relation of it, I would have chosen to remain for the 
present. I was &r from being unhappy, and I had no 
dread of a shipwreck, believing my floating mountain 
impregnable i^ainst all shocks, currents, or tornados. I 
had, moreover, a companion, which was really of more 
value to me than any one of my own species could have 
been in such circumstances, as well as more attached and 
subservient ; and, altogether, I considered that I had more 
real enjoyment than the one half of mankind. There 
was only one thing that distressed me ; should I chance, 
by accident or disease, to be deprived of Nancy, then I 
would be left helpless and stayless, and likely perish of 
hunger. This was a terrible prospect ; so by 4he time 
the sun began to show his disk above the Horizon, I had 
half and more resolved to make a pilgrimage over the ice 
in search of some inhabited country. 

My next great concern was to waken Nancy; but that 
for ft long time I found quite impracticable. She continued 
not only sound asleep, but perfectly rigid. At length, by 
blowing tobacco smoke into her nose, I awakened her. 
She fell into a violent fit of sneezing ; and then I took 
care not to let her fall asleep again. She was perfectly 
weak and tangle,* her limbs being scarcely able to bear 
her weight ; and when she first went out to roU among 
the snow, her &vourite exercise, she could not turn her- 
self round. But she increased in strength and spirits not 
only every day, but every hour, and was soon as frisky, 
as gentle, and kind as ever. I am almost ashamed to 
acknowledge how much I enjoyed the society of this 
devoted and delightful creature ; for though she could 
not speak, there was a language in her eye thstt told 

* Lank. 
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every ihbag, and she knew every word tkat I Siid to her. 
I looked on her as a treasure sent me by Heaven m a 
TOOst wonderful way, and really loved her. 

My thoughts were now empk>yed night and day about 
my journey ; for though I knew the ice would not break 
up for a long tone, I thought it best, now that I had day. 
light all the twenty-four hours, to perform my journey 
before there was even a chance of tine ioe breaking up ; 
accordingly, I made preparations for mmy days, washing, 
drying, cooking, and packing up. It is needless to enu- 
merate all the miscellaneous things that I tiioughtneceisary 
to take with me ; but, in short, I loaded mysdf and Nancy 
heavily, very heavily, knowing that our loads would con- 
stantly be turning l^hter, and then I left my old com* 
fortable cabin, and my mountain of ice, with many bitter 
tears, all uncertam whether or not I should ever see il 
again, or any other home in this world. I never had 
wept so sore all my life as I did on settmg out that time^ 
while Nancy went rock rocking with her load, and ever 
and anon casting the most piteous looks at my face. 

Away we jogged in this manner, holding our course, as 
nearly as I could guess, to the south south-west. The 
mountains towards which I had journeyed before were 
quite visible ; but I called that land, in my own mind, 
The Bear Island ; and believing it inhabited by a whole 
colony of bears, I left it on the left hand, and held oa. 
It seemed to be a long rugged island, stretching from 
west to east, but not very wide from north to souUi, for, 
as nearly as I could judge, I had passed it in the sp&oe of 
three days. 

But new adventures still awaited me, and, dl al 
once, I met with one of the utmost consequence. 
Having, as I said, just passed the south-west comer of 
this country, which I had named, in my own mind. The 
Bear Island, I unexpectedly came upon the traces of 
three men and a number of dogs. Their footmarks were 
so large that I believed them to be giants, and, at irst, 
knew hot what to do •, bwX ^eteelving that their stqn 
were not longer iVvan nv^ ons\\,\^^^wv\ymi«^^«\^^\^ 
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snow shoes, took courage, and determmed to follow them ; 
which I did, and in a few hours reached the shore. There 
I came to a spot where the men had rested, and fed them- 
selves and their dogs, and my heart lightened with joy. 
I now knew not what to do, but, in order to overtake 
them, it was necessary to leave my luggage, or the greater 
part of it. But what I was to do with Nancy, that puz- ^ 
zled me worst of all. She was an indiscriminate destroyer, . 
and I knew all the dogs would suffer first, and, in all 
probability, the men next ; so that, in fact, with her I 
was not fit to approach the walks of humanity. Some- 
thing behooved to be done ; so I made a muzzle for her 
of strong cord, and taking a bottle of Highland whisky 
with me, and some provisions, I set out on the track of 
the three men, and followed most eagerly ; but all that I 
could do, I could not restrain Nancy from leaving me on 
tjie scent of then: track. I durst not let her go muzzled, 
else they would worry her, and kill her at once, and she 
was the whole of my world's inheritance. I durst not let 
her go unmuzzled, lest she might devour them all ; so I 
was obliged to fasten on the muzzle, put a cord to it, and 
lead her. She liked this very ill, and even tried to get 
loose by pulling the muzzle off with her paws ; but my 
commands restrained her, although she continued to look 
at me with apparent astonishment and dejection. I said 
all the kind things to her that I could, told her she was 
still my own dear Nancy ; but added many a time, ** O 
you must not, must not." She cowered in subjection, 
and walked peaceably by my side. 

I soon came to a place where the three men had all 
separated. 1 followed the steps of the middle one ; but 
these were so irregular, up hill and down hill, that it was 
a most fatiguing task ; and, besides, all the snow on the 
south sides of the hills was becoming softened with the 
sun, and there were here and there small black patches from 
which the snow had melted altogether. These I found 
to be mostly rocks or precipices. I was obliged to rest 
often, and slept several times in the sun ; but I always fas- 
tened Nancy to my arm, for fear of her making her escape. 

2b 2 
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After I had travelled about fourteen or fifteen boon, 
I came to a place where the three nen had aU met again, 
rested, and refreshed themselves ; and there was a great 
deal of blood upon the snow, from which t concluded they 
were hunters, and had kffled some game; asd, more- 
over, I perceived, from some hetbaceoos garbage scattered 
about, that they had been fee^Gng their dogs on the nombks 
of a deer. Here I took a short i^leep and some refresh- 
ment, there being a spring gushing out of a rock Mke a 
mill-lead, and likewise fed Nancy, who was always going 
scenting among the blood and ofi^. * At length she fixed 
upon a spot between two rocks, and fell a scraping, where 
I soon discovered a store of venison, covered over with 
snow, which was trampled firm over and all dbont it. 
From this I perceived that this spring was the rendesvous 
of the hunters, and to meet mth them I had only to 
remain whore I was. With what an»ety of hesurt ^ I 
pass these few hours, all uncertain as I was whether I 
stood on the shores of Asia, Europe, or America; or 
whether I would fall among savage cannibals or civilized 
christians. Sometimes I laid me down, seeking in vain 
for some repose ; and sometimes stalked abou^ looking 
all around me. 

Perhaps I did not wait there many hours, but they 
seemed to me like as many days, such a feverish anxiety 
had taken possession of my mind. It was at length 
relieved by the approach of six strong dogs coming ail up 
hill, baying upon me in the most furious manner. This 
was a trying situation, as I was desirous of neither sufier- 
ing skaith nor giving offence. But an expedient struck 
me in a moment, one which I had often amused mysdf 
with in youth, and never knew it fail, not even with 
a chained mastiff. I drew my coat tails over my head, 
stooped, and ran forward to meet them. The scheme 
succeeded like a charm ; for after uttering a few short 
barks of terror, they all turned tsdl and fled as the devil 
had been chasing them. These canine hunters had left 
their masters a \VU\e asleiw, m otder to have a rummage 
among their ptecioua iTOJgavetv\&, >NWa. 'Cckft^ h*«». >i^^s& 
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discomfited, and. chased back faster than they had ad- 
vanced. 

The astonishment and terror of their masters may well 
be conceired when they thus met their dauntless assistants 
retreating with looks of such wild dismay. They knew 
there were no herd of bears yet awake on the island, and 
they could form no conception of any thing else save some 
supernatural being of horrid presence. The flying dogs 
vanished over a sharp ridge of the hill; and as I conceived 
myself still only wa^g war with th^m, I hasted over 
after them in the same attitude. I was clothed in my late 
captain's Sunday, or best suit, and had the tails of my 
superfine blue coat drawn over my head, which was bowed 
nearly as low as my knees, and my hat I held out from 
4ne with my left hand, and led Nancy with the right. In 
this mode was I first introduced to my new associates, 
and that too without knowing it, till hearing the frightened 
bark of the dogs once more close below me in the ravine, 
I peeped through the cleft of my coat, and perceived 
masters and dogs flying amain, the latter leading the 
way, barking in downright terror, and the men cock- 
ing their heads and brattling after them. I instantly 
assumed my natural shape, and hallooed out after them 
to stop and take a friend with them. They turned round, 
gaping and staring, but durst not wait the encounter; and 
although they caUed something in return, which I believed 
was my own native tongue, yet as I approached, they 
turned and fled once more. The seeing of a human 
creature coming on them in the company of a white bear, 
the only creature of which they stood in perpetual dread, 
was too much for their comprehension. But the terror 
of the dogs was that which most of all convinced them 
that I was not an earthly creature ; so they took to their 
heels, and I had no other shift but to pursue. 

This made matters still worse ; for their snow shoes 
kept them above the snow, whereas every step that I took 
I sunk at least half a foot, the surface being thawed on 
all the south sides of the hills. I lost ground, of course, 
terribly, and was obliged to give up the pursuit and return. 
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At the place where they took first to flight, they had 
dropped a bear's hide and some wallets of bear's flesh and 
grease. On these I made seizure, and carrying them 
piecemeal to the spring, deposited them with the rest of 
their spoil. Assured, then, that they would come back 
to that place, if not through hunger, at least for the fruits 
of their severe labour, I hid myself among some rocks 
hard by, from which the sun had melted the snow, to 
watch their motions. 

They were long in returning, at least I thought so, 
for I slept twice with Nancy in. my bosom. Having 
become inured to the climate, and having, likewise, a 
bearskui jacket, and drawers next my flesh, I could now 
sleep any where without inconvenience or danger. 
I was at length awakened by Nancy stru^ing to get 
away, and on coming to my senses, I heard people speak- 
ing ; and on peeping over the rock, I saw the three men 
standing over their prey, in earnest conversation, and 
apparently astonished at finding all their prey carefully 
deposited together. The dogs still kept at a due distance, 
the only thing I saw which kept them still jealous. An 
effort behooved to be made. I drew myself up to the 
verge of the cliff over which I was peeping, and at once, 
on my knees, implored them, for Jesus Christ's sake, to 
take me under their protection. They knew the name, 
and each of them took off his fur cap and kneeled on his 
right knee. Whenever Nancy appeared on the cliff, the 
dogs once more took to their heels. The men were just 
about to follow, when I called out again, naming the same 
sacred name with great emphasis. They paused, and 
pointed to the bear, saying something. I held up the 
cord to show them that she was muzzled and chained ; 
and ordering her, she cowered at my feet, and kissed my 
hand. In all my life I never saw three such statuos of 
astonishment as these three men were on seeing this. 
They gaped and stared on one another, spoke a few words, 
and then prostrated themselves on the snow, taking me 
for a divine being. I saw this manifestly, and resolved 
to keep up a sort ol dvgvvA^, as i^ ^ \ ^^ able, for my 



OF ALLAN GORDON. 297 

own behoof. They lay on their bellies wallowing in the 
snow, until I came to them, when, perceiving one of them 
with gray hurs, I lifted him up first to his knees, and 
laying my hand on his crown, I blessed him in the name 
of the Holy Trinity. He seemed to understand some- 
thing of the import of the blessing, for he embraced my 
knees. I blessed the other two in the same manner, and 
then lifting up my eyes and hands to heaven, I prayed 
fervently that God would bless and sanctify our meeting, 
tod our communion and fellowship with one another while 
it continued. I then showed them my half bible, and 
made them look on it ; but they shook their heads, and 
did not comprehend the meaning of it. But when I 
named Moses, and David, and Solomon, and Jesus Christ, 
they held up their hands in admiration, named them after 
me, and then took the book, kissed it, and pressed it to 
th«r bosoms. We were now friends ; and they seemed, 
from the deference they paid me, to consider themselves 
as my sworn subjects. I then took out my brandy bottle, 
and a small crystal glass without the shaft, that I carried 
in my pocket, and filling it, I drank to their good healths, 
and then gave each of them a glass, which they all emptied. 
They then smacked their lips, and stared at one another 
in astonishment, till one of the young men, feeling its 
salutary effects on his cold stomach, screamed and jumped 
for joy: 

We were now friends, and sat down to eat together, 
I of some potted bear's flesh, which I carried, and the^ 
of some haberdine and raw flesh. We then packed up 
for our departure, they having secured as much food as 
they could convey, although they took care to carry no 
bones. They gave the dogs these for their share, after 
having sliced the flesh neatly off them, which they stuffed 
into sealskin bags, and then yoking the dogs to these in. 
pairs, they trailed them with great swiftness over the snow. 
While the dogs were gnawing at their bones, one of the 
largest and fiercest flew at Nancy, who was muzzled ; but 
with one blow of her paw, she made him tumble heels 
over head, roaring like a bull. One of the men bent his 
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bow, and was going to shoot the dog ; but I interfered, 
and made signs for them to muzzle the dogs, which they 
did, and then wo journeyed together in peace; I likewise 
having Nancy w«^ll loaded with their provision, which they 
admired exceedingly. 

My great anxiety now was, to learn what country I was 
in ; but it was long before I could understand thb. I was 
sure I had fallen among Christians, but where I knew 
not. I was very ignorant of the polar countries; and 
though I knew some of their names, I knew nothing of 
their inhabitants. When these three men spoke to one 
another at a little distance from me, I could not believe 
my senses that they were not speaking broad Aberdeen, 
or rather Shetland Scots, the tone and manner were so 
exactly the same ; and yet, when they spoke to me, I 
could not understand them, though convinced it was a 
dialect of the same language. The only country which 
I could name that seemed to impress them, or that they 
understood, was Norroway. At the name of that country, 
which they repeated, calling it Norgeway, I observed that 
they sometimes crossed their hands and looked up to heaven. 
I believed then that I was on an island, somewhere off the 
coast of Norroway, and that these three men had come 
from that country to hunt. I made them repeat the name 
of the place where we were again and again, and the name 
they gave it sounded to me like " Jean Main's Land." 
Having never heard of such a place, 1 remained in the 
dark. 

When we came to my luggage, the sun being vtrarm, 
we rested long, and slept ; and the men let me under- 
stand that we had to provide for a long journey. Accord- 
ingly, we set out on the ice once more, and the dogs 
easing us greatly of our baggage, we travelled at a great 
rate ; yet, as nearly as I could guess, we journeyed for a 
space of time equal to three days and three nights, without 
a change of scene, straight along the level surface, the 
dogs knowing the road perfectly well, and always running 
on before us. 1 at Yeiv^lYvXieYiftV^xXi^ q^^\l sea, and mar- 
reJIed greatly, thin^Viv^ ovw \ouxw^i ^^ \ssy« ^^^Ms^-vfe 
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a very abrupt and woful termination . The men, however, 
seemed nothing daunted, but, as far as I could judge, 
were getting rather into better spirits, and were occasion- 
ally pointing out some place, of which I saw nothing but 
a blue calm sea, basking in endless sunshine for the 
present. We at length came to two canoes and a boat, 
lying on the ice near to the verge of the open sea. The 
boat was for carrying tbe dogs and one man, and the 
canoes for a man each. The latter were covered with 
sealskin, which belted round the occupier's wai^ that no 
water could touch him, neither could the canoe sink. I 
had never seen one before, and wondered that men could 
go into an open sea in such trifling little things that one 
might carry below his arm. There was a good deal of 
demur how Nancyand I were to be accommodated among 
the dogs ; but as the dogs were perfectly obedient, each 
of the men took two dogs below the leather of his canoe, 
and I was deposited in the bottom of the small boat made 
of skin, driftwood, and bones of fishes ; and there, with 
Nancy in my bosom, I was forbid to move for fear of 
oversetting the frail bark. The sea was as smooth as a 
mirror ; and I am convinced that we glided over it with 
great celerity. The canoes kept ahead, but they were 
always hailing one another in a cheering strain ; and at 
length I perceived mountains spotted with snow straight 
before us. We had been journeying, as well as sailing, 
nearly south-west; and how to reconcile this country 
with Norway I could not divine. Yet I had hopes that 
it was Norway, and that I was among the native simple 
Christians of that country, and would soon find a convey- 
ance from the southern parts of it to my dear native 
country. 

We at length arrived on another coast, and were met 
upon the shore by twelve young people, which turned 
out to be women, though I could not distinguish at the 
time to which sex they belonged. The grayheaded man 
first kissed them all, and then harangued them, introduc- 
ing me to them, on which every one of them came to me, 
the eldest first, and apparently all the rest in succession, 
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according to their ages, kneeled to me, embraced my 
knees, and received my blessing and a kiss ; and, in foct, 
never was poor forlorn stranger made more welcome. 
The two eldest women gave me each a hand, and with 
six on each side, the youngest outermost, they conducted 
me to their habitation, the elderly hunter walking before 
us, and the two younger behind us ; and at the entrance 
to theur habitation we were received by an old man, with 
hair and a beard as white as the driven snow. He was 
the patriarch of the little colony, and their priest ; and I 
was instructed, by signs and words, to kneel and receive 
his blessing, which I did, and was then conducted in, and 
welcomed by many tokens of veneration. 

It was a strange place. The outer apartments were 
built and vaulted with snow ; hut, besides these, Uiere 
was a long natural cavern stretching under the rocks, that 
seemed once to have been a seam of limestone from roots 
of large stalactites that appeared on its roof; but time, 
and thaws after frosts, had wasted it away. There were, 
beside this, many irregular side £^[)artments, in one of 
which my bed was made, which was a good one ; and 
there Nancy and I were left to our repose, and a more 
sound sleep I never enjoyed. 

The colony consisted of thirty-one women and ten 
men, including the aged father ; the rest of the men had 
perished at sea, or in bear-hunting. Beside these there 
were seven children, two of whom only were boys ; so 
that a stout healthy young man, such as I was, certainly 
was as high a boon as heaven could have sent them in 
one individual, though a whaler's whole crew would doubt- 
less have been more welcome. There were other three 
men arrived at the settlement that night, who brought a 
seal and some sea Uons for the general good ; but all were 
alike kind and civil to me. 

I have not yet told in what country I was, for I did 
not know myself until a good while after the period of 
which I am writing. But it may be as well to let* the 
reader know, that I was in Old Greenland, and among 
a remnant of a colony of Norwegians, a race of simple 
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primitive Christians, whose progenitors had occupied that 
inclement shore for centuries, and once, by their account, 
amounted to many thousands; but, strange to say, if 
these people's accounts were at all to be credited, fell 
by degrees a prey to the irresistible invasions of the great 
polar bears. All their traditional stories were about these 
ferocious animals, and such stories for horror never charac- 
terized the legends of a country. They were described as 
having made frequent inroads in the month of October in 
such force, that no single settlement could cope with them, 
nor yet escape to seek help from others. And when once 
they beleaguered a settlement or tribe, they never left it 
whUe there was a bone of the inhabitants remaining. All 
their songs and ballads related to those heart-rending scenes 
of ravage and blood ; and they had a prophecy among 
them, and a firm belief, that the bears were one day to 
devour the last of them. 

The people were much like ourselves, but of lower 
stature than Scotsmen ; and their fur dresses made them 
appear as square creatures, very near as broad as long. 
The women had mild simple faces, all of one weather, 
beaten hue, very like the women of Lewis and Harris. 
I was so delighted to be among females of my own species 
once more, that I thought some of the young ones the 
most bewitching creatures in the world. It was amazing 
bow soon we understood one another's language, for we 
conversed without ceasing ; and I had soon taken up the 
laudable resolution of marrying three of them. I tried 
several of them on that point ; but all that I could make 
out of any of them was, that I would be allowed but one; 
and though I say it who should not, there were plenty 
of competitors for that distinction. But persuading my- 
self that I perceived symptoms of there having been some 
departures from this rule in the community, I applied to 
the old father for satisfaction on this head, who informed 
me, that as Christians we were only allowed one wife ; 
but owing to the depressed state of the colony, and the 
great shortcoming of men, every man was allowed one or 
two handmaidens, like the patriarchs of old, that every 
I. 2 c 
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woman among them might have the chance of becoming 
a mother, if desirous to be so. But it was very custom- 
ary for their women to decline all advances save by lawful 
mandage ; and, in that respect, they were virtuous to a 
failing, and to the great detriment of the colony. 

I felt that in my heart I had no such scruples, and that 
I should like very well to act the part of old Jacob over 
again; and I judged such scruples in a woman quite 
unnatural in a state of society such as this, in which siie 
was sequestered from all others of her species ; 30 having 
made a choice of three, I determined on marr^^g one d 
them, and keeping the other two for mistresses. And in 
making my choice of a wife, I did rather an ungenerous 
thing, for I took her who I thought was most indifferent 
about me, and I chose her that I might make sure €i the 
others afterwards, who were rather overfond. 

But there was one great obstacle to my enjoyment, 
which I could not see a possibility of overcoming, and that 
was the jealousy of Nancy. I knew she would not leave 
my apartment while I slept, and I knew as well she would 
not suffer another to lie in ray arms in her presence. I felt 
that I was so much subjected to her, that I could not have 
answered for the life of a girl whom I was caressing, no 
not for a day ; for though Nancy had been close muzzled, 
she could have killed her rival with her paws in a few 
minutes. I often saw the gleam of jealousy and proud 
offence in her eye, and dreaded the final consequences ; but 
these poor innocent maidens perceived nothing of the kind. 
Moreover, Nancy soon became a favourite with the whole 
tribe, owing to her expertness in fishing, which was alto- 
gether unrivalled, and held out a prospect of greater plenty 
to the clan than it had ever experienced. Her success 
was so astonishing, that in narrow creeks she would often 
catch more in one day than all the fishermen of the tribe 
could do in ten. In fact she was worth us all for laying 
in a stock of provisions ; and to think of injuring, parting 
with, or even offending Nancy, would have been a dere- 
iic tion from nature. S>Vve\v«A\i^ea^^^\%s»<fttver of my 
life and the suppottei oi v\,, «xv^\\«^«t ^^ ^«eCNss^\M»R 
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ardent or disinterested than liers was for me ; it was 
therefore that I felt a reluctance in forfeiting it, by 
exciting her jealousy. Accordingly, I resolved on taking 
a stolen kiss with one or all of my charmers, and put off 
my nuptials until the winter months, when Nancy would 
be asleep, and we confined to our cabins. 

In the mean time, we were busy preparing for that 
period of rest, devotion, and festivity, and our success, 
especially in fishing, was consonant to our utmost wishes. 
There is a curious phenomenon which I conceive to be 
peculiar to this country. It is, that all along the coast 
the sea is open for seven or eight months of the year, 
while farther out at sea, where there are chains and 
ridges of rocks and islands, the ice frequently remains 
unbroken through the whole year. And what is more, 
there are no regular tides, these degenerating all into 
irr^ular currents, which seem to be affected by the pre- 
valence of certain winds, but not the least by the tides. 
There is a regular ebb and swell, and sometunes a very 
Mgh swell, but no turn of the tide and alternate current 
as on the shores of Britain. I have often wondered that 
the tides were not perfectly understood. I have under- 
stood them since ever I went to sea, when merely a boy ; 
at least I believed I understood them, which was the 
same thing to me. I believe in my theory still, and the 
study of this northern or frozen ocean has completely 
confirmed me in it. 

It is astonishing that neither natural philosophers nor 
accomplished navigators, of which there have been so 
many, ever perceived that the earth, in its diurnal mo- 
tion, rolled with a swing from north to south, and vice 
versa, every five hours and so many minutes, and that this 
swing was caused by the influence of the moon upon our 
planet, which, at full moons, is stronger, and at certsdn 
other full moons acts with double force ; and this at once 
accounts for all the phenomena of the tides, which, ere 
they reach the equator, being opposed by others, run all 
into currents, and ere they reach the poles, the same. 
And, moreover, this lunary swing of the earth accounts 
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for the tides rolling pasf the mouths of the cross seasi 
such as the Baltic and the Mediterranean, whose only 
tides are a gentle alternate swell from shore to shore 
occasioned hy this swing. The thing is so apparent, that 
no man sailmg on the British seas can help perceiTing it. 
I remember that there was one year I was on board the 
Hawk of Liverpool, which brought a deal of uncustomed 
wine and spirits for Glasgow and the towns on the Clyde. 
We durst not enter the outer frith, where a strict watch 
was kept, but stretching away to the west, we came at 
length into a creek in Argyleshire, called Loch-Tarbet, 
where we carried all our smuggled goods across a narrow 
neck of land. Here, to my astonishment, I found that it 
was high tide on the one side of the isthmus, and ebb at 
the other, and scarce a bow-shot between them. The 
cause was manifest. Here was an estuary, taking Loch- 
fine and the frith, an hundred miles and more in length ; 
before this was filled full by the one swing, the tide had 
turned, and the ebb below it brought it roaring and foam* 
ing backward ; and this contmued, I was told, the whole 
year round, flood tide on the one side, and ebb on the 
other. Not being able to describe this power that the 
moon has over the diurnal motion of the earth scienti- 
fically, I merely mention it to put men of science and 
experience on a r^ht basis, because, without adopting it, 
they will never account logically for the tides and currents 
of the ocean. 

The only extra expedition which we had this summer 
was one to the hulk of the Anne Forbes, my old habita- 
tion, of which I was very fond. I had described to them 
the riches that I left there in oil, spirits, iron, &c. These 
two last were so highly estimated, that the desire for the 
expedition grew irresistible. Accordingly all things were 
prepared for the adventure ; but as canoes were the only 
vessels chiefly used, we had a terrible business before we 
got our dogs and sledges across the open sea, and placed 
fairly on the ice. One woman and one dog were drowned 
in this expedition across, «i5v^Yje^«^^'ir^\\fe«\Qs.v5M^two 
men besides ; but tVie ^xeaX^sX e'k«>Cvcrcv%\\ftSL^:^^^^^^ 
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made for their preservation, a man's life being a thing of 
high estimation there. We at length set out with eight 
light sledges, drawn by one-and-thlrty powerful dogs, and 
the whole conducted by four men, of which number I 
was one, while poor Nancy accompanied us on foot. We 
liad likewise a light canoe lashed on one of the sledges, 
for fear of meeting with open fissures in the ice. The 
snow having been mostly from the ice, it was blue and 
keen, and once the dogs were fairly set a going, they ran 
on with amazing swiftness. I never saw any journeying 
half so quick ; for there was an emulation among the 
animals who to be foremost, the whole journey was actu- 
ally one pitched race after another; so that, with the 
delay of only one sleep, we arrived at my glorious crys- 
talline mountain, beaming in the sun with prismatic and 
dazzling brightness. But still, before we reached it, the 
chasm in the ice separating it from the mam field had 
begun, and it was only by going round to where we saw 
the ice crushed up, that we succeeded in getting on to 
the mountain and the wreck. I found every thing as I 
had left it, and 'still plenty of stuff useful for the colony. 
Had we had fifty sledges we could have loaded them all ; 
but so intensely fond were my three associates of iron, 
that they would have loaded almost wholly with it. We 
still found plenty to eat and drink, and plenty for our 
dogs, so we were in no hurry in loading and departing ; 
but here we were guilty of an oversight fraught with great 
danger, for the mountain, already affected by the great 
under current, was just in the act of wheeling and mov- 
ing off. 

All was now bustle and confusion, in order to get as 
much removed on to the firm ice as possible, before the 
final separation took place ; and we did succeed in bring, 
ing a very miscellaneous cargo, though not half so much 
as we wished ; and at length the great mass went off with 
a roll, that made a concussion in the ocean that would 
have swallowed up a whaler of the largest size. Two 
men and several dogs were still by the wreck when the 
Iceberg separated ; but they were on the other end from 

2 c 2 
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the great turmoil. The men threw themselves mto the 
sea, leavmg the canoe belund them, and then calling ou 
the dogs, they all followed, and we got them safe <m the 
ice, and away went the splendid meteor monntain once 
tnore on its voyage round the polar regions. A more 
glorious sight I never beheld in nature than this. The 
steep side of the hill being toward us, it reflected the rays 
of the southern sun in a thousand dazzling hues, too 
brilliant for the eye to look on. It was an illuminated 
phenomenon fading gradually from our astonished view 
on the far surface of the ocean. That was the last sight 
I saw of my old and sublime habitation ; and as it was 
Still increasing by the alternate rains and frosts of autumn, 
I have no doubt that it is roving about among these inter- 
minable shoals and currents to this day, unseen by all of 
existence save the walrus and the wild swan, and haj^j 
the whale from his window of foam. 

We now loaded vnth all diligence, and returned home; 
and during our stay Nancy, as on the former year, had 
furnished us with an immense heap of excellent fresii 
fish, which were a great treat to us, and formed a good 
part of the carriage of two sledges. We brought also the 
remainder of the spirits, bags of blubber, bear's flesh, iron, 
and a great number of miscellaneous articles. I likewise 
loaded Nancy, and every man carried some loading, as 
our progress was now necessarily slow. There was 
nothing remarkable happened on our return, save a great 
confusion in getting our goods from the ice to the land. 
The men and dogs returned for the remainder; but I had 
no heart to go agadn, so another returned in my stead, 
and I went home with the baggage. 

After this we had a grand fishing expedition, about a 
hundred miles to the northward, in which we took tents 
and the greater part of the women with us, as also canoes 
and all our homely fishing tackle of nets and lines, spears 
and clubs. We had excellent sport and fair success; 
but our lodging accommodation was very bad, for we lay 
in tiers above each other, and the abundance of bad breaths 
from foul feeding was disagreeable to me. I would rather 



OF ALLAN GORDON. 307 

have Iain beside poor Nancy by herself than in this mixed 
multitude ; but here she was very cumbersome to me, for 
not being able to get in at my side, she often lay with 
her head across me, and she was grown so heavy, I 
could scarcely bear her. I once awakened in a state of 
absolute suffocation, and found her lying straight across 
my face. > She was still, however, the queen fisher, and 
catered for us most abundantly ; but she would not suffer 
any one to lift the fish that she caught but me. She was 
Ibnd of salmon, and when she fell in with them would eat 
till I was often afraid she would kill herself. 

At length the thin ice began to cover the creeks, and 
we were obliged to return to our winter settlemeut, which 
was now well stored with every production of that incle- 
ment coast. Fish was our great staple ; but we had part 
of rein-deer and bear's flesh beside. As soon as the snow 
came on, we fortified our dwelling by triple walls of half 
melted snow, which afterwards freezing, grew as firm as 
adamant. It is amazing how much drift-wood comes 
annually to that coast and all along the edges of the ice. 
Of this we had a considerable hoard; but we trusted 
much to the blubber both for light and heating our water. 
We merely thawed our meat, we seldom boiled it ; and 
some crumped it up frozen as it was. I even had grown 
that I preferred the fish in a raw state. 

The sim went down, and our long night at length com- 
menced. Nancy fell asleep, so I left her my apartment 
to herself, covered her well up, and took another bosom 
partner, Lefa, a young maiden about her prime. The 
old ^Either Herard joined our hands, prayed over us, 
made us kiss, and then pronounced us married persons, 
with a benediction on us, which, as far as I could under- 
stand, was very nearly the same as that generally used in 
Scotland. I had reserved a part of my Highland whiskey 
for my wedding, and a merrier night I believe never was 
in Greenland. They know nothing about ardent spirits 
there, and are natursdly a sedate, simple set of people. I 
speak of this tribe, a remnant of an old Christian community, 
for any other human being I never saw so long as I was there. 
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What a strange life we led during the dreary and dark, 
some winter months! We were actually little better 
than the bears lying in a torpid state. The air being 
closed out as far as possible, we were drowsy, insipid, 
and almost mcapable of moving. I am sure that after I 
was married I was not twelve hours out of my bed for 
three weeks. It was very difficult to get out to the open 
air, the entrance was so shut up with fagots of sea-weed 
and furze ; and unless one went at the hour of public 
egress, when the shell was sounded, to get out was next 
to impossible. We had plenty of meat, but we could not 
eat it. We had neither air nor exercise ; and the three 
months in the depth of winter passed over like a drumly 
confused dream. They pretended always to keep the 
Sabbath, though I daresay as distant as could be from the 
real first day of the week. They however kept a portion 
of their time ; and on that day I uniformly sung a psalm, 
and read and prayed with them. As for old father Herard 
he prayed every day ; and as I came soon to Understand 
it, a very original prayer it was, different altogether from 
any in use in my native country. He prayed always for 
" the life of men and the death of fish," and " that angeb 
of God might pitch their tents near our happy home, to 
guard and defend us against the great enemies of human 
nature, the white bears!" Many other sentences beside 
had allusion to them ; and, moreover, he prayed for " the 
blessed and happy communion between the sexes of their 
tribe, that all their maidens might become mothers, and 
bear men children like the young of the dolphin in abun- 
dance, healthy as the eagle, and strong as the bear of the 
lands of snow." For strange to say, they accounted their 
own country a terrestrial paradise, alfHbugh the bleakest 
and last abode of living men. 

The spring months at length returned, and daylight 
appeared, bracing our nerves and cheering our hearts. But 
now a great and irretrievable misfortune befell me, and one 
which I fear led to the most dismal of consequences. With 
the spring, Nancy awoke, and, as soon as her lethargy wore 
uiF, was kuid and affectionate as ever ; but when the poor 
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cteature found that she was debarred from sleepmg by me, 
and watching over me in the night, her unhappiness was 
extreme. Her moans by night disturbed the whole com- 
munity and kept them waking. There was, moreover, a 
gleam of jealousy in her eye toward some of the women 
which frightened me, for I was afraid some one of them 
might be torn to pieces, her whole savage nature being 
apparently roused up to brutal revenge, though she luckily 
could not recognise at that time on whom her vengeance 
was to fall. I caressed her more than usual during the 
day ; but when she always found that she was expelled 
from me at night, her chagrin increased to utter misery. 
I was now in a sad dilemma. I could not leave my wife, 
to sleep with a huge white she-bear ; and yet I had re- 
solved to do it rather than drive her to desperation. Several 
of the men advised it, she being the great support of the 
colony by her profound art in fishing ; but I put it off 
from day to day, well knowing that she would never suffer 
one to lie on the same bed with her and me; and so, after 
ehe had spent a part of one night in such groans, as if 
each were to be her last, in the morning she was missing. 
Great was the alarm and intense the sorrow at the loss 
of Nancy ; but as the snow was by that time beginning 
to soften on the surface, we could trace her foot marks 
from the door of our retreat, and we set out in pursuit. 
We found that she had taken to the ice at once, there 
being still no opening in it, and had made straight toward 
the Bear Island, where she met her first lover, whom, for 
my sake, she cruelly murdered. There were two men 
went with me. We soon lost the track by reason of a 
shower of wet snow that had fallen ; but we followed to 
the mountains, where I called her name from hill to hill, 
but all to no purpose; so we were obliged to return home, 
weary and broken-hearted. We had a tichel of dogs 
with us, and from their marking on a snow wreath, we 
digged and killed one sleeping bear with great difi^culty» 
as she awotie partially before we got her wounded. Had 
it not been for the dogs, weak as she was, she would pro- 
bably have torn us all to pieces. With this prey we 
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returned ; but a very poor prey it was, the flesh of the 
bear being very bad at that season. 

I felt now that I was reduced below the greater part of 
the men of the colony, whereas before I was rather viewed 
as their chief, next at least to the patriarch ; but my 
indefatigable provider was gone to mix with her owib 
species, taking the pattern from me, who had deserted 
her for mine, and I was left untutored and uninitiated 
to the strenuous means necessary to be used for existence ; 
in that inclement shore, from whence I had slender hopes 
of ever making my escape. It is impossible for me to 
describe how inconsolable I felt for the loss of this inval- 
uable animal. No man could have felt the loss of any 
worldly substance so much ; for when I thought of her 
boundless aflbction and kindness, the tears always rushed 
to my eyes. I was like a heart-broken being, taking no 
interest in our hunting and fishing expeditions, save the 
providing for mere animal existence ; and I found that I 
had actually been happier traversing the frozen ocean on my 
iceberg, with one faithful and obliging animal for my com- 
panion, than I was now with an amiable wife. 

The rest of the time that I remained here was a mere 
blank in existence, and to recount every action minutely 
would be a weariness to the spirit of man, and far more 
so to that of woman. It was a repetition of the same 
scenes over and over again ; of dozing, and tanning leather 
all winter beneath the snow; making nets, spears, and 
ranoes, all the spring; and fishing and hunting all 
summer and autumn ; and thus we went on from year to 
year. 

But in 1764, just as we were repairing our snow ram- 
parts around our cavern, on rising one morning we found 
ourselves invaded by a horde of white bears, and our ice- 
roof penetrated in two places. The colony now consisted 
of about sixty men, women, and children ; but only one- 
third of these were efficient men, capable of standing any 
deadly struggle. Timc, live women assisted in all employ- 
ments, however daxvgeious *, \i\i\i>xv«.\Jtfi^^'s\s^M\<i^>lbia 
brutal horde, they were tvoX toXi^ twssvvA wi. ^^^ 
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scene of consternation I never witnessed, and may never 
Christian view such another as was that time among the 
simple inhabitants of our lonely abode. There was nothing 
but weeping and wailing, and every one lamenting the 
day that he or she was bom. I tried to comfort them ; but 
comfort was out of the question. Man and woman con- 
tinued to aver, that these animals never yet invaded a set • 
tlement in that country without devouring every bone of its 
inhabitants before they left it. Then the horrid descrip- 
tions followed, drawing pictures of what the bears had 
done, what they would do. They represented them as 
liking best to eat the children alive ; and that, in order to 
ei^oy such a meal with perfect zest, they always held 
children down with one paw, and began at the feet, and 
eat upward, and that' the poor things would be crying and 
trying to creep away even when the monsters had pro- 
ceeded leisurely with their meal nearly as far as the heart. 
In short, the people were all seized with a mania of terror ; 
and it was agreed, without a dissentient voice save my 
own, that they would barricade the cavern that no bear 
should be able to enter, and sleep all together in death, 
which the want of sdr would soon procure to them insen- 
sibly. 

This resolution was hailed with joy, and even the old 
patriarch approved of it. I alone withstood it with all my 
eloquence and with all my energy, declaring, that if 
no one would join me, I would stand in the breach 
myself, and defend our women, our children, and our 
provisions, to the last drop of my blood ; but if they would 
all join me nobly, and exert themselves in the same sacred 
cause, I would answer with my life for the ultimate suc- 
cess of our defence. ** The bears cannot keep their eyes 
open now," I added, " for more than a week or two. In 
less than a month they will be all sound asleep, and lying 
torpid beneath the snow. Why, then, throw away our 
lives without an effort to preserve them ? And worst of 
all, if -we immure ourselves up in our inner cave, and 
smother ourselves to death, do we not every one of us, 
save the babies, commit suicide; and with our blood upon 
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OUT own hands, how shall we ever 8|>pear before oib 
Maker, or expect mercy at his hands, who durst not tntsi 
to it here below T 

This argument prevailed with the simple Christians, 
who could not bear the thought of losing their immortal 
souls. But they assured me that, let us do what we 
would, the herd would not leave a bone of us, for what 
they never had done, they would not now begin. Never- 
theless, if I would be the responsible captam, and take 
the whole charge of the defence, they woidd take an oath 
to stand by me to the last in defence of the lives that 
God had given them. This they did, man and woman, 
in the most solemn manner, kneeling, laying both their 
hands on the bible, and then kissmg it. 

I then undertook the defence of the settlement, not 
only with high hopes, but perfect assurance. Never was 
there a commander undertook the defence of a fortress, 
however strong, who was as confident of wearing out his 
enemy as I was; and I really accounted the danger 
rather a slight one. We had plenty of spears, both of 
bone and iron, some bows, and arrows in abundance $ but 
these last could only wound the bears, not kill them. 
Of powder and lead we had only a few charges remaining. 
Had we had plenty of that, some of our men were such 
excellent marksmen that we might have shot the whole 
herd one by one ; but, alas ! that resource was no more. 
We had, moreover, to do with an enemy which every 
defeat, every life taken, and every wound given, only 
tended to exasperate, and to determine them the more on 
our total subversion. 

Our cave under the rocks I deemed quite impregnable; 
but then there was no water in it, and snow would not 
keep within it if unmelted ; so that we were obliged to 
keep possession of a part of our snow fortress, which was 
no easy matter, for the strength of these animals, and 
the power they have in their paws is so prodigious, that 
when left at liberty to work, they could dig almost through 
any thing. They soon had our snow roof riddled by 
several windows, although, whenever we were apprized of 
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their attacks, we could drive them ofF with our long sharp 
spears. In fact they did not seem peculiarly voracious 
or outrageous; a united shout from us, joined to the 
baying of dogs, made them always scamper off, and keep 
at a good distance for a space afterwards. 

The frost now set in with all its usual intensity, the 
weather grew calm and clear, and we thought, if we 
could drive the hears from our habitation, they would 
soon be seized by a hopeless apathy, dig holes for them- 
selves, and fall into the torpid state. Besides, from any 
late glimpses we had got of them, the herd seemed not 
nearly so numerous ; so we concluded they had separated, 
and we would needs become the assailants in our turn. 

Accordingly, early one morning of the then short day, 
we sallied out on the bears, not only every one who could 
bear arms, but every one who could bear a red clout for 
a flag, for which colour the bears were said to be frightened. 
Man, woipan, maid, and stripling, sallied out, with all our 
dogs and all our sounding shells ; and such a deafening 
noise I believe never was raised in old Greenland. The 
bears durst not once stand before it, they fled before us 
in a body, and we pursued with cheerful hearts, shouting 
on the dogs in the van, the men next, and the women 
last. But before we were aware our ears were saluted 
by some piercing shrieks behind, and on turning round, 
we perceived with horror, which may easily be conceived, 
that another powerful body of bears had attacked our 
rear, and having aheady seized on a number of the 
women, they had them carrying here and there clasped 
in their paws, and then stretching them on the snow, 
they embraced them Ho death, and sucked their blood. 
We ran to the rescue, and attacking such of the bears as 
had not yet seized a victim, we drove them back. But, 
alas, our efforts were powerless and vain ! for we were 
instantly attacked again behind by those we had been 
chasing, and there being more of the bears than, of us, 
our case was desperate ; for a man was no more in the 
paws of one of these monsters than a babe is in the hands 
of a man. The women were all seized first, particularly 

• I. 2d 
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the young ones, prostrated, and devoured. The short 
stifled shrieks of these hapless wretches, and the apparent 
joy and triumph of the hears over their prey, will haunt 
me t3 my dying day. I fought with blind fury and 
desperation, and a few of the Greenlanders still stood by 
me ; but many prostrated themselves on the ground, 
whether to implore mercy from Heaven or of the bears I 
could not tell ; but there was no mercy shown to them. 

I was at length seized by an immense powerful bear 
round the arms and the breast, and borne off with great 
rapidity ; but I neither cried nor prayed. I struck with 
my heels, and tried to wound with my weapons ; but my 
arms were held so strsdt, they were void of power. The 
huge animal never once stopped until it had me at the 
door of our now nearly desolate habitation, where it set 
me down uninjured, kneeled at my feet, and licked my 
hand. ** Nancy ! My dear, dear Nancy, have we two 
met again ?" cried I, embracing her, " Then we shall never 
part again in this world." 

The generous animal whined and whimpered her joy, 
grovelled on the snow, and licked my feet, my knees, 
and my hands. I was now sure of protection, this being a 
friend in need, whose prowess in my defence had never 
been baffled ; and I was so oveqoyed to meet with her 
again, and at having found protection when I expected 
every moment to be torn in pieces, that I was never weary 
of caressing her, and saying kind and endearing words, 
every one of which she seemed well to remember. 

The cries of death, and the " growls of voluptuous joy 
continued to come from the slaughter-field, and some 
grovelling sounds seemed approaching nearer, on which 
Nancy seized me by the robe, and drew me into the 
recess, where she and I had had our abode for a season ; 
and leaving me to my repose, she returned and kept 
watch in the inner door of our tent. 

I heard no more, and I think I had a drumly and 
dreadful sleep, from which I was awakened by Nancy 
pulling once more at my clothes. 1 saw she wanted 
something with me ; but for a long time I could not con- 
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ceive what she wanted. I brought her meat, but she 
would not taste it, and I could not read her looks nor 
her whimpermgs; till at length she seized a sealskin 
wallet, and laid it on her back. I then knew at once that 
she wanted me to load her with provisions and fly, which 
I effected with all speed ; and we issued from the cave, 
Nancy leading the way with great caution. All was quiet. 
The bears were gorged, and fellen into their repose ; and 
I believe a fitter time could not have been chosen to make 
my escape. There were several children and two old 
frail people in the cavern when I left it, wholly unpro- 
tected. Some of those children were my own, or supposed 
to be so ; and when I came away, I heard one weepuig 
and calling for its mother. But what could I do? I 
could do nothing but shed tears, and leave them to that 
mercy which I prayed and hoped might yet be extended 
to save them. 

Away then I went once more to push my fortune I 
knew not where, with Nancy trotting loaded by my syie. 
She led me strsdght to the sea side, to the very spot at 
which she and I had first landed in Greenland, and there 
she threw my load from her back, kneeled, licked my 
hand, and then scampered Off at full speed to share the 
prey with her associates. 

There were plenty of canoes lying at the spot, and 
some fishing boats ; but choosing the best canoe I could 
find as the safest vessel, I stowed my victuals in about 
my feet and legs, bound the doughty sealskin cover around 
my breast, and away I set on my perilous voyage. The 
sea was still open all along the coast, and I pUed my 
voyage night and day along a weather shore, going merely 
to land occasionally to take a short sleep. I got some 
' distant views of Iceland, but could not get near it for ice; 
so I held on my course until fairly hemmed in with ice, 
that I could get no farther. I then drew my canoe ashore, 
and climbed a hill, from which I saw the open sea at no 
great distance, and several ships all apparently bearing 
southward. Many an anxious day had I spent in my life, 
but never one so fraught with anxiety as this. I posted 
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on, running without intermission in the direction of the 
ships ; but before I reached the verge of the ice, they 
were all gone beyond hul. I set me down, and cried one 
while, and prayed another ; but in less than twelve hours 
the Briel of Amsterdam hove in view, beating up, and as 
in one of her tacks she came close to me, I was taken od 
board, and safely landed in Scotland. 



TALE OF PENTLAND. 



WoDROw mentions the following story, but in a man- 
ner so confused and indefinite, that it is impossible to 
comprehend either the connexion of the incidents with 
one another, or what inference he wishes to draw from 
them. The fects seem to have been these. Mr John 
Haliday having been in hiding on the hills, after the battle 
of Pentland, became impatient to hear news concerning 
the suffering of his brethren who had been in arms, and 
in particular if there were any troops scouring the district 
in which he had found shelter. Accordingly, he left his 
hidmg-place in the evening, and travelled towards the 
valley until about midnight ; when, coming to the house 
of Gabriel Johnstone, and perceiving a light, he deter- 
mined on entering, as he knew him to be a devout man, 
and one much concerned about the sufferings of the 
church of Scotland. 

Mr Haliday, however, approached the house with great 
caution, for he rather wondered why there should be a 
light there at midnight, while at the same time he neither 
heard psalms singing nor the accents of prayer. So, cast- 
ing off his heavy shoes, for fear of making a noise, he stole 
softly up to the little window from whence the light* 
beamed, and peeped in, where he saw, not Johnstone, but 
another man, whom he did not know, in the very act of 
cutting a soldier's throat, while Johnstone's daughter, a 
comely girl, about twenty years of age, was standing 
deliberately by, and holding the candle to him. 

Haliday was seized with an inexpressible terror ; for the 
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floor was all blood, and the man was straggling in the 
agonies of death, and from his dress he appeared to have 
been a cavalier of some distinction. So completely was 
the covenanter overdbme with horror, that he turned and 
fled from the house with all his might ; resolved to have 
no participation in the crime, and deeply grieved that he 
should have witnessed such an act of depravity, as a pri- 
vate deliberate murder, perpetrated at such an hour, and 
in such a place, by any who professed to be adherents to 
the reformed religion of the Scottish church. So much 
had Haliday been confounded, that he even forgot to lift 
his shoes, but fled without them ; and he had not ma 
above half a bowshot before he came upon two men hast- 
ing to the house of Gabriel Johnstone. As soon as they 
perceived him running towards them they fled, and he 
pursued them, for when he saw them so ready to take 
alarm, he was sure they were some of the persecuted 
race, and tried eagerly to overtake them, exerting his 
utmost speed, and calling on them to stop. AU this only 
made them run the faster, and when they came to a feal- 
dike they separated, and ran different ways, and he soon 
thereafter lost sight of them both. 

This house, where Johnstone lived, is said to have been 
in a lonely concealed dell, not far from West Linton, in 
what direction I do not know, but it was towards that 
village that Haliday fled, not knowing whither he went, 
till he came to the houses. Having no acquaintances 
here whom he durst venture to call up, and the morning 
having set in frosty, he began to conceive that it was 
absolutely necessary for him to return to the house of 
Gabriel Johnstone, and try to regain his shoes, as he 
little knew when or where it might be in his power to get 
another pair. Accordingly he hasted back by a nearei 
path, and coming to the place before it was day, found 
his shoes. At the same time he heard a fierce conten- 
tion within the house, but as there seemed to be a watch 
he durst not approach it, but again made his escape. 

Having brought some victuals along with him, he did 
not return to his hiding-place that day, which was in a 
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1/^M height, south of Biggar, but remained in tiie moss of 
Craigenganr ; and as soon as it grew dark descended 
agun into the valley, determined to have some communi- 
dation with his species, whatever it might cost Again 
he perceived a Kght at a distance, where he thought no 
light should have been. But he went toward it, and as he 
approached, he heard the melody of psalm-singing issuing 
from the place, and floating far on the still breeze of the 
night. The covenanter's spuits were cheered, he had 
never heard any thmg so sweet ; no, not when enjoying 
the gospel strains in peace, and in their fullest fruition. 
It was to him the feast of the soul, and rang through his 
ears like a hymn of paradise. He flew as on hinds' feet 
to the spot, and found the reverend and devout Mr Liv- 
ingston, in the act of divine worship, in an old void barn 
on the lands of Slipperfield, with a great number of seri- 
ous and pious people, who were all much affected both by 
his prayers and discourse. 

After the worship was ended, Haliday made up to the 
minister, among many others, to congratulate him on the 
splendour of his discourse, and implore ** a further supply 
of the same milk of redeeming grace, with which they 
found their souls nourished, cherished, and exalted." 
Indeed, it is quite consistent with human nature to sup- 
pose, that the whole of the circumstances under which 
this small community of Christians met, could not miss 
rendering their devotions impressive. They were a pro* 
scribed rape, and were meeting at the penalty of their 
lives ; their dome of worship a waste house in the wilder- 
ness, and the season, the dead hour of the night, had of 
themselves lints of sublimity which could not fail to make 
impressions on the souls of the worshippers. The good 
man complied with their request, and appointed another 
meeting at the same place, on a future night. 

Haliday having been formerly well acquainted with the 
preacher, convoyed him on his way home, where they 
condoled with one another on the hardness of their lots ; 
and Haliday told him of the scene he had witnessed at 
the house of Gabriel Johnstone. The heart of the good 



320 A TALE OF PENTLAND. 

minister was wrung with grief, and he deplored the mad- 
ness and malice of the people who had committed an act 
that would bring down tenfold vengeance on the heads 
of the whole persecuted race. At length it was resolved 
between them, that as soon as it was day, they would go 
and reconnoitre ; and if they found the case of the aggra- 
vated nature they suspected, they would themselves be 
the first to expose it, and give the perpetrators up to 
justice. 

Accordingly, next morning they took another man into 
the secret, a William, Rankin, one of Mr Livingston's 
elders, and the three went away to Johnstone's house, to 
investigate the case of the cavalier's murder ; but there was a 
guard of three armed men opposed them, and neither pro- 
mises, nor threatenings, nor all the minister's eloquence, 
could induce them to give way one inch. They said 
they could not conceive what they were seeking there, 
and as they suspected they came for no good purpose, they 
were determined that they should not enter. It was in 
vain that Mr Livingston informed them of his name and 
sacted calling, and his friendship for the owner of .the 
house, and the cause which he had espoused ; the men 
continued obstinate ; and when he asked to speak a word 
to Gabriel Johnstone himself, they shook their heads, and 
said, ** he would never see him agdn." The men then 
advised the intruders to take themselves off without any 
more delay, lest a worse thing should befall them ; and as 
they continued to motion them away, with the most im- 
patient gestures, the kind divine and his associates 
thought meet to retire, and leave the matter as it was ; 
and thus was this mysterious affair hushed up in silence 
and darkness for that time, no tongue having been heard 
to mention it further than as above recited. The three 
armed men were all unknown to the others, but Haliday 
observed, that one of them was the very youth whom he 
saw cutting off the soldier's head with a knife. 

The rage and cruelty of the popish party seemed to 
gather new virulence every day, influencing all the coun- 
sels of the king ; and the persecution of the non-confor- 
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mists was proportionably severe. One new act of council 
was issued after another, all tending to root the covenan- 
ters out of Scotland, but it bad, only the effect of making 
their tenets still dearer to them. The longed-for night 
of the meeting in the old hay-bam at length arrived, and 
it was attended by a still greater number than that on the 
preceding. A more motley group can hardly be con- 
ceived than appeared in the bam that night, and the lamps 
being weak and dim, rendered the appearance of the 
assembly still more striking. It was, however, observed, 
that about the middle of the service, a number of fellows 
came in with broad slouch bonnets, and watch coats or 
cloaks about them, who placed themselves in equal divi- 
sions at the two doors, and remained without uncovering 
their heads, two of them being busily engaged in taking 
notes. Before Mr Livingston began the last prayer, 
however, he desired the men to uncover, which they did, 
and the service went on to the end, but no sooner hsid the 
minister pronounced the word Amen, than the group of late 
comers threw off their cloaks, and drawing out swords and 
pistols, their commander, one General Drummond, charged 
the whole congregation, in the king's name, to surrender. 

A scene of the utmost confusion ensued ; the lights 
being extinguished, many of the young men burst through 
the roof of the old bam in every direction, and though 
many shots were fired at them in the dark, great numbers 
escaped ; but Mr Livingston, and other eleven, were re- 
tained prisoners and conveyed to Edinburgh, where they 
were examined before the council, and cast into prison ; 
among the prisoners was Mr Haliday, and the identical 
young man whom he had seen in the act of murdering 
the cavalier, and who turned out to be a Mr John Lind- 
say, from Edinburgh, who had been at the battle of Pent- 
land, and in hiding afterwards. 

Great was the lamentation for the loss of Mr Livingston, 
who was so highly esteemed by his hearers : the short 
Extracts from his sermons m the barn, that were produced 
against him on his trial, prove him to have been a man 
endowed with talents somewhat above the greater part of 
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his contemporaries. His text that night, it appears, ^^ 
been taken from Genesis : " And God saw the wicked- 
ness of man that it was great in the earth, and that every 
imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil con « 
tinually." One of the quoted passages runs thus : 

• ** And while we have thus ample experience of the 
effects of sin, we have also abundance of examples set be- 
fore us of sin itself, yea, in its most hideous aspect ; for 
behold how it abounds among us all, but chiefly among the 
rulers and nobles of the land ! Dare I mention to you those 
crimes of theirs which cause the sun of heaven to blush 
and hide his head as ashamed of the sight of their abomi* 
nations? Dare I mention to you the extent of their 
blasphemies against that God who made them, and the 
Saviour who died to redeem them ? Their cursing, and 
swearing. Sabbath-breaking, chambering, and wanton- 
ness ; and, above all, their trampling upon the blood of 
the covenant, and pouring out the blood of saints and 
martyrs like water on the face of the earth. Because of 
those the land mourneth, and by these, multitudes, which 
no man can number, are plunging their souls into irre- 
trievable and eternal ruin. But some say, O these are 
honourable men ! Amiable, upright, and good moral men 
— though no great professors of religion. But I say, my 
brethren, alack and well-a-day for their uprightness and 
honour ! which, if ever they come to be tried by the test 
of the Divine law, and by the example of him who was 
holiness itself, will be found miserably short-coming. So 
true it is that the kings of the earth have combined to 
plot against the Lord and his anointed. Let us, therefore, 
join together in breaking their bands and casting their cords 
from us. As for myself, as a member of this poor perse- 
cuted Church of Scotland, and an unworthy minister of it, 
I hereby call upon you all, in the name of God, to set your 
faces, your hearts, and your hands against all such acts, 
which are or shall be passed, against the covenanted 
work of reformation in this kingdom ; that we here de- 
clare ourselves iree oi t\ve ^\3J\\. ol \N\svxv» ^^si ^ray that 
Qod may put ih\s in lecoi^ vcv\\«i^Ne.wr 
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These words having been sworn to, and Mr Livingston 
not denying them, a sharp debate arose in the council* 
what punishment to award. The king's advocate urged 
the utility of sending him forthwith to the gallows ; but 
some friends in the council got his sentence commuted to 
banishment ; and he was accordingly banished the king- 
dom. Six more, agsdnst whom nothing could be proven, 
£9irther than their having been present at a conventicle, 
were sentenced to imprisonment for two months ; among 
this number Haliday was one. The other five were con- 
demned to be executed at the cross of Edinburgh, on the 
14th of December following ; and among this last unhappy 
number was Mr John Lindsay. 

Haliday now tried all the means he could devise to gain 
an interview with Lindsay, to have some explanation of 
the extraordinary scene he had witnessed in the cottage 
at midnight, for it had made a fearful impression upon his 
mind, and he never could get rid of it for a moment ; 
having still in his mind's eye a beautiful country maiden 
standing with a pleased face, holding a candle, and Lind- 
say in the mean time at his horrid task. His endeavours, 
however, were all in vain, for they were in different 
prisons, and the jailor paid no attention to his requests. 
But there was a gentleman in the privy council, that 
year, whose name, I think, was Gilmour, to whose can- 
dour Haliday conceived, that both he and some of his 
associates owed their lives. To this gentleman, therefore, 
he applied by letter, requesting a private interview with 
him, as he had a singular instance of barbarity to com- 
municate, which it would be well to inquire into while 
the possibility of doing so remsdned, for the access 
to it would soon be sealed for ever. The gentleman 
attended immediately, and Haliday revealed to him the 
circumstances previously mentioned, stating that the 
murderer now lay in the Tolbooth jaO, under sentence of 
death. 

Gilmour appeared much interested, as well as 
astonished at the narrative, and taking out a note-book, 
he looked over some dates, and then observed ; *' Thi> 
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date of yours, tallies exactly with one of my own, rela- 
ting to an incident of the same sort, but the circumstances 
narrated are so different, that I must conceive, ^ther that 
you are mistaken, or that you are trumping up this story 
to screen some other guilty person or persons." 

Haliday disclaimed all such motives, and persevered in 
his attestations. Gilmour then took him along with him 
to the Tolbooth prison, where the two were admitted to 
a private interview with the prisoner, and there chaiged 
him with the crime of murder in such a place and on such 
a night ; but he denied the whole with disdain. Haliday 
told him that it was in vain for him to deny it, for he be- 
held him in the very act of perpetrating the murder with 
his own eyes, while Gabriel Johnstone's daughter stood 
deliberately and held the candle to him. 

'* Hold your tongue, fellow !" said Lindsay, disdain- 
fully, " for you know not what you are saying. What a 
cowardly dog you must be by your own account ! If you 
saw me murdering a gentleman cavalier, why did you not 
rush in to his assistance ?" 

" I could not have saved the gentleman then," said 
Haliday, ** and I thought it not meet to intermeddle in 
such a scene of blood," 

** It was as well for you that you did not," said Lindsay. 

** Then you acknowledge being in the cottage of the 
dell that night ?" said Gilmour. 

** And if I was, what is that to you ? Or what is it now 
to me, or any person ? I was there on the night speci- 
fied ; but I am ashamed of the part I there acted, and am 
now well requited for it. Yes, requited as I ought to 
be, so let it rest ; for not one syllable of the transaction 
shall any one hear from me." 

Thus they were obliged to leave the prisoner, and forth- 
with Gilmour led Haliday up a stair to a lodging in the 
Parliament Square, where they found a gentleman lying 
sick in bed, to whom Mr Gilmour said, after inquiring 
after his health, " Brother Robert, I conceive that we two 
have found out the young man who saved your life at the 
cottage among the mountains." 
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" I would give the half that I possess that this were 
true," said the sick gentleman, ** who Or where is he ?* 

" If I am right in my conjecture," said the privy coun- 
cillor, " he is lying in the Tolbooth jail, there under sen- 
tence of death, and has but a few days to live. But tell 
me, brother, could you know him, or have you any recol- 
lection of his appearance T 

** Alas I I have none !" said the other, mournfully, " for 
I was insensible, through the loss of blood, the whole 
time I was under his protection ; and if I ever heard his 
name I have lost it : the whole of that period being a 
total blank in my memory. But he must be a hero of 
the first rank; and therefore, O my dear brother, save 
him whatever his crime may be." 

" His life is justly forfeited to the laws of his country, 
brother,** said Gilmour, '* and he must die with the rest.*' 

" He shall not die with the rest if I should die for him," 
cried the sick man, vehemently, '* I will move heaven and 
earth before my brave deliverer shall die like a felon.** 

" Calm yourself, brother ; and trust that part to me," 
said Gilmour, ** I think my influence saved the life of this 
gentleman, as well as the Uves of some others, and it was 
all on account of the feeling of respect I had for the party, 
one of whom, or, rather I should say two of whom, acted 
such a noble- and distinguished part toward you. But 
pray undeceive this gentleman by narrating the facts to 
him, in which he cannot miss to be interested." The sick 
man, whose name it seems, if I remember aright, was 
Captain Robert Gilmour, of the volunteers, then pro- 
ceeded as follows : — 

" There having been high rewards oflfered for the appre- 
hension of some south-country gentlemen, whose corre- 
spondence with Mr Welch, and some other of the fanatics, 
bad been intercepted, I took advantage of information I 
obtained, regarding the place of their retreat, and set out, 
certain of apprehending two of them at least. 

** Accordingly I went off one morning about the be- 
ginning of November, with only five followers, well armed 
and mounted. We left Gilmerton long before it was 

I. 2 b 
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light, and having a trusty gnide, rode straight to their 
hiding-place, where we cUd not arrive till towards the 
evening, when we started them. They were seven in 
number, and were armed with swords and bludgeons : but, 
being apprized of our approach, they fled from us, and 
took shelter in a morass, into which it was impossible to 
follow them on horseback. Eut perceiving three men 
more, on another hill, I thought there was no time to lose ; 
so giving one of my men our horses to hold, the rest of 
us advanced into the morass with drawn swords and 
loaded hors^ pistols. I called to them to surrender, but 
they stood upon their guard, determined on resistance ; and 
just while we were involved to the knees in the sure of 
the morass, they broke in upon us, pell-mell, and for about 
two minutes the engagement was very sharp. There was 
an old man struck me a terrible blow with a bludgeon, 
and was just about to repeat it when I brought him down 
with a shot from my pistol. A young fellow then ran at 
me with his sword, and as I still stuck in the moss, I 
could not ward the blow, so that he got a fair stroke at 
my neck, meaning, without doubt, to cut off my head ; 
and he would have done it had his sword been sharp. As 
it was, he cut it to the bone, and opened one of the jugu- 
lar veins. I fell, but my men firing a volley in their 
faces, at that moment, they fied. It seems we did the 
same, without loss of time ; for I must now take my narra- 
tive from the report of others, as I remember no more that 
passed. My men bore me on their arms to our horses, 
and then mounted and fled ; trying all that they could to 
stanch the bleeding of my wound. But perceiving a 
party coming running down a hill, as with the intent of 
cutting off their retreat, and losing all hopes of saving my 
life, they carried me into a cottage in a wUd lonely retreat, 
commended me to the care of the inmates, and, after tel- 
ling them my name, and in what manner I had received 
my death wound, they thought proper to provide for their 
own safety, and so escaped. 

** The only vumales oi ^i)cv^^.\Q^^^ Vwisfc^^\s5»&t.atthat 
present time, were ^\o^ex w\^ \v\& xsa&Vt^-sa^ N^^aj^'xs^Kv- 



A TALE OF PENTLAND. 327 

communed whigs ; and when my men left me on the floor, 
the hlood, which they had hitherto restrained in part, 
burst out afresh and deluged the floor. The young man 
said it was best to put me out of my pain, but the girl 
>ffept and prayed him rather to render me some assistance. 
' Oh Johnny, man, how can ye speak that gate ?' cried she, 
' suppose he be our mortal enemy, he is ay ane o' God's 
creatures, an' has a soul to be saved as well as either you 
or me ; an' a soldier is obliged to do as he is bidden. Now 
Johnny, ye ken ye war learned to be a doctor o' physic, 
wad ye no rather try to stop the blooding and save the 
young officer's life, as either kill him, or let him blood to 
death on our floor, when the blame o' the murder might 
£bi' on us?" 

** ' Now, the blessing of heaven light on your head, my 
dear Sally I' said the lover, * for you have spoken the very 
sentiments of my heart ; and, since it is your desire, though 
we should both rue it, I here vow to you that I will not 
only endeavour to save his life, but I wUl defend it against 
our own party to the last drop of my blood/ 

** He then began, and in spite of my feeble struggles, 
who knew not either what I was doing or suffering, sewed 
up the hideous gash in my throat and neck, tying every 
stitch by itself ; and the house not bemg able to produce 
a pair of scissars, it seems that he ^ut off all the odds and 
ends of the stitching with a large sharp gully knife, and it 
was likely to have been durmg the operation that^ this 
gentleman chanced to look in at the window. He then 
bathed the wound for an hour with cloths dipped in cold 
water, dressed it with plaster of wood-betony, and put me 
to bed, expressing to his sweetheart the most vivid hopes 
of my recovery. 

** These operations were scarcely finished, when the 
maid's two brothers came home from their hiding-place ; 
and it seems they would have been there much sooner 
had not this gentleman given them. chase in the contrary 
direction. They, seeing the floor all covered with blood, 
inquired the cause with wild trepidation of manner. Their 
sister was the first to inform them of what had happened ; 
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on which both the young men gripped to their wessons, 
and the eldest, Samuel, cried out with the vehemence of 
a maniac, ' Blessed be the righteous avenger of blood J 
Hoo ! Is at then true that the Lord hath delivered our 
greatest enemy into our hands !' ' Hold, hold, dearest 
brother !' cried the maid, spreading out her arms before 
him, * Would you kill a helpless young man, lying in a 
state of insensibility ? What, although the Almighty hath 
put his life in your hand, will he not require the blood of 
you, shed in such a base and cowardly way?' 

" ' Hold your peace, foolish girl,' cried he, in the same 
furious strsdn, * I tell you if he had a thousand lives I 
would sacrifice them all this moment I Wo be to this old 
rusty and fizenless sword, that did not sever his head from 
his body, when I had a fair chance in the open fidd I 
Nevertheless he shall die ; for you do not yet know that 
he hath, within these few hours, murdered our fether, 
whose blood is yet warm around him on the bleak height' 

" * Oh ! merciful heaven ! killed our &ther !** screamed 
the girl, and flinging herself down on the resting-chair, she 
fainted away. The two brothers regarded not, but with 
their bared weapons, made towards the closet, intent on 
my blood, and both vowing I should die if I had a thou- 
sand lives. The stranger interfered, and thrust himself 
into the closet door before them, swearing that, before 
they committed so cowardly a murder, they should first 
make their way through his body. A long scene of ex- 
postulation and bitter altercation then ensued, which it is 
needless to recapitulate ; both parties refusing to yield. 
Samuel at the last got into an ungovernable rage, and 
raising his weapon, he said, furiously, 'How dare you, 
sir, mar my righteous vengeance when my Other's blood 
calls to me from the dreary heights ? Or how dictate to 
me in my own house ? Either stand aside this moment, 
or thy blood be upon thine own head !' 

***ril dictate to the devil, if he will not hearken to 
reason,' said the young surgeon, * therefore strike at your 
peril.* 

** Samuel letrealed oxve s\.e^ \.Q\ffiN'i \\J\^^vi VA>sfi^ 
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weapon, and the fury depicted on his countenance proved 
his determination. But in a moment, his gallant opponent 
closed with him, and holding up his wrist with his left 
hand, he with the right bestowed on him a blow with such 
energy, that he fell flat on the floor, among the soldier's 
blood. The yoimgest then ran on their antagonist with his 
sword, and wounded him, but the next moment he was 
lying beside his brother. He then disarmed them both, 
and still not thinking himself quite- safe with them, he tied 
both theur hands behind their backs, and had then time 
to pay attention to the young woman, who was inconsol- 
able for the loss of her &ther, yet deprecated the idea of 
murdering the wounded man. As soon as her brothers 
came fairiy to their senses, she and her lover began and 
expostulated with them, at great length, on the impro- 
priety and unmanliness of the attempt, until they became 
all of one mind, and the two brothers agreed to join in 
the defence of the wounded gentleman, from all of their 
own.party, until he was rescued by his friends, which they 
did. But it was the maid's simple eloquence that finally 
prevailed with the fierce covenanters, in whom a spirit of 
retaliation seemed inherent. 

*• * O my dear brothers,' said she, weeping, * calm your- 
selves, and think like men and like Christians. There 
has been enough o* blood shed for a'e day, and if ye wad 
cut him a' to inches it coudna restore our father to life 
again. Na, na, it coudna bring back the soul that has 
departed frae this weary scene o' sin, sorrow, and suffer- 
ing ; and if ye wad but mind the maxims o' our blessed 
Saviour ye wadna let revenge rankle in your hearts that 
gate. An' o'er an' aboon a', it appears that the young 
officer was only doing what he conceived to be his bounden 
duty, and at the moment was actually acting in de- 
fence of his own life. Since it is the will of the Almighty 
to lay these grievous sufferings on our covenanted church, 
why not suffer patiently, along with your bretj^ren, in 
obedience to that will ; for it is na like to be a private act 
of cruelty or revenge that is to prove favourable to our 
forlorn cause/ 

2 E 2 
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" When my brothers came at last, with a number of 
my men, and took me away, the only thing I remember 
seeing in the house was the corpse of the old man whom 
I had shot, and the beautiful girl standing weepmg over 
the body ; and certdnly my heart smote me in such a 
manner that I would not experience the same feelmg 
again for the highest of this world's benefits. That 
comely young maiden, and her brave intrepid lover, it 
would be the utmost ingratitude in me, or in any of my 
family, ever to forget ; for it is scarcely possible that a 
man can ever be again in the same circumstances as I was, 
having been pVeserved from death in the house of the man 
whom my hand had just deprived of life.*' 

Just as he ended, the sick-nurse peeped in, which she 
had done several times before, and said, ** will your hon- 
our soon be disengaged d'ye think P for ye see because 
there's a lass wantmg till speak till ye." 

*' A lass, nurse P what lass can have any business with 
me ? what is she like ?" 

•* Oo 'deed, sir, the lass is weel enough, for that part 
o't, but she may be nae better than she should be for a 
that ; ye ken, I's no answer for that, for ye see because 
like is an ill mark : but she has been aften up, speering 
after ye, an' gude troth she's fairly in nettle-earnest now, 
for she winna gang awa till she see your honour." 

The nurse being desired to show her in, a comely girl 
entered, with a timid step, and seemed ready to faint with 
trepidation. She had a mantle on, and a hood that 
covered much of her face. The privy Councillor spoke 
to her, desiring her to come forward, and say her errand ; 
on which she said that " she only wanted a preevat word 
wi' the captain, if he was that weel as to speak to ane." 
He looked over the bed, and desired her to say on, for 
that gentleman was his brother, from whom he kept no 
secrets. After a hard struggle with her diffidence, but, 
on the other hand, prompted by the urgency of the case, 
she at last got out, ** I'm unco glad to see you sae weel 
corned round again, lYio\3i^ \ ^w^sa.-^ ^^*IL maybe no ken 
wha I am. But it was wv^ X\v«X. tw«^^^^^^ «s^ \»05. ^sssa 
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o' ye, in our house, when your head was amaist cuttit 
or' 

There was not another word required to draw forth the 
most ardent expressions of kindness from the two brothers ; 
on which the poor girl took courage, and, after several 
showers of tears she said, with many bitter sobs, " There's 
a poor lad wha, in my humble opinion, saved your life ; 
an' wha is just gaun to be hanged the day after the morn. 
I wad unco fain beg your honour's interest to get his life 
spared." 

*' Say not another word, my dear, good girl," said the 
Councillor, "for though I hardly know how I can inter- 
cede for a rebel who has taken up arms against the govern- 
ment, yet for your sake, and his, my best interest shall be 
exerted." 

" Oh, ye maun just say,- sir, that the poor whigs were 
driven to desperation, and that this young man was misled 
by others in the fervour and enthusiasm of youth. What 
else can ye say ? but ye're good ! oh, ye're very good I and 
on my knees I beg that ye winna lose ony time, for indeed 
there is nae time to lose !" 

The Councillor lifted her kindly by both hands, and 
desired her to stay with his brother's nurse till his return, 
on which he went away to the president, and in half an 
hour returned with a respite for the convict, John Lindsay, 
for three days, which he gave to the girl, along with an order 
for her admittance to the prisoner. She thanked him 
with the tears in her eyes, but added, " Oh, sir, will he 
and I then be obliged to part for ever at the end of three 
days?" 

** Keep up your heart, and encourage your lover,'* said 
he, ** and meet me here again, on Thursday, at this same 
hour, for, till the council meet, nothing further than this 
can be obtained." 

It may well be conceived how much the poor forlorn 
prisoner was astonished, when his own beloved Sally 
entered to him, with the reprieve in her hand, and how 
much his whole soul dilated when, on the Thursday fol- 
lowing, she presented him with a free pardon. They 
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were afterwards married ; when the Gilmours took them 
under their protection.* Lindsay became a highly quali- 
fied surgeon, and the descendants of this intrepid youth 
occupy respectable situations in Edinburgh to this present 
day. 
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In my peregrinations through the North highlands I came 
upon a large and romantic lake, in the country of the 
M'Kenzies, called Loch Marl, or St Mary's Loch, the same 
designation with that of my own beloved lake, but origin- 
ating in a different language. It is one of the most romantic 
places in the worlds speckled with beautiful islets, and over- 
hung by tremendous mountains, some of them quite spiral 
and white as snow. I spent a number of days about this 
enchanting lake, sailing, fishing, and shooting gulls, with 
the M'Kenzies of Ardlaur, and M^Intire of Lutterewe. 
With this latter gentleman I made a day s excursion to- 
wards the north part of the Lutterewe estate, and cer- 
tainly was highly gratified ; for such groups of grandeur, 
horror, and sublimity, I have never yet seen. Sequestered 
dells, surrounded by inaccessible cliffs; vistas of grim, 
vast, and yawning caverns, were every where opening 
upon us, so that we were soon entangled in a wilderness 
of wonders, out of which none but a well experienced 
guide could have extricated us. 

At length he said he would show me the greatest curi- 
osity of all ; and led me a long way to the south-west, to 
see a remarkable cavern. It was a place of horrid gran- 
deur, and most difficult of access, and is called Uadha-na 
Kigh, or the King's Son's Cave. I asked at Mr M'Intire 
bow it came to receive that dignified title. '* I will tell 
you that," said he, '* once we have got our dinner eaten and 
our whisky drunk;" and I saw by the quick and silent way 
in which he despatched his meal, that he weened he had 
recollected a theme which would please and interest me ; 
ibr a more obliging little fellow never breathed than John 
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M'Intire. Before I had half done eating, he returned 
thanks very shortly in Gaelic, and thus began:— ^ 

** Well, do you know, sir, that you are now sitting in 
a place where some of the most remarkable events have 
happened that ever took place since the world was made? 
' Do you remember the steading grown green with age 
which I bade you pay particular attention to?** I answered 
that I did, and would never forget it. " Well, in that 
sequestered home there lived, some time long ago, a 
young man and his mother, whose subsistence depended 
chiefly on hunting and fishing ; but they had also a few 
goats, and among others, a large and most valuable one^ 
called Earba. She was the colour of a hmd, a dim chest- 
nut, and almost invisible ; and tradition says she gave more 
than any cow. She was a pet and well fed» and some of 
those animals will give more milk than could well be believ- 
ed by a Sassenach. Well, but all at once Earba begins to 
give less and less milk, to the great consternation of old 
Oighrig, who fed and better fed her favourite to no pur- 
pose. She complsdned to her son Kenet of the astound- 
ing circumstance, but he only laughed at her, and said 
she was not very easily pleased of the quantity of milk, 
that she had not fed poor Earba well enough, or the good 
creature had perhaps been unwell. 

" The next day, when Kenet came in from the hills," 
his mother says, * I tell you, Kenet, something must be 
done about Earba, else we may all starve. I declare she 
has not given me a green-horn spoonful of milk this 
morning.* 

"That is very extraordinary, mother,' said Kenet, 
but how can I help it ?' 

(( < Why, the truth is, Kenet, that I am sure the fairies 
milk her ; or else she has picked up some poor mother- 
less fawn, for it is a kindly creature; and that either some 
fairy or this motherless fawn suck her evening and morn- 
ing. For, do you know, Kenet, that though she comes 
evening and morning for her meals, yet she gives me no- 
thing in return for them. Besides, she shows a sort of im- 
patience to get away, and does not lick my hand as she 
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was woiit to do : and then she takes always one path, 
up through the middle of these rocks, and I hear her 
often bleating as she ascends ;-— but, plague on her, 
nobody can keep sight of her.' 

*< ' It is very singular, indeed,* says Kenet ; * we must 
tether her/ 

<* < No, no, son Kenet, I cannot consent to that. 
Were we to put a rope about poor Earba's neck and tether 
her, it would break her heart, and she would never come 
home to us again. I'll tell you what you must do, Kenet, 
you must watch her the whole day, and never let her 
know that you see her, for it is a cunning beast ; and if 
she knows that you see her, she will not go near her fairy or 
ber fawn, but wait till it be dark and then give us the slip.' 

** Kenet promised that he would; and early next mom- 
ing went and hid himself among the rocks that overhung 
his cottage, to cheat Earba. He also took a lump of dried 
salmon with him, that he might not be hungry for a whole 
day, determined to find out Earba's secret. Neverthe- 
less, for all his precaution, she cheated him ; she went by 
paths on which he could not follow her, and before he got 
round by passable parts of the rock he had lost sight of 
her; and, when once lost sight of, it was almost impos- 
sible to discover her again, owmg to her invisible colour. 
She actually appeared often to vanish, when scarcely a 
bow-shot off, among the rocks. 

*< ' It will be as well for us to keep on good terms with 
you, Earba,' said Kenet to himself ; ' for if it should come 
into your head to absent yourself, long would it be before 
we found you agsdn. But I'll be about with you I for 111 
watch till you return, and see where you come from, for 
you will pay us a visit for your meal.' 

" Kenet watched and watched ; but he might as well 
have watched for a spirit. The first sight that he saw of 
her she was with his mother on the green at the cottage- 
door. Kenet was terribly chagrined at being thus out- 
witted ; and more so when he returned to his mother and 
learned that Earba had not given a green-horn spoonful 
of milk, havmg been newly sucked. 
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** They could ill subsist without £arba*s milk : fur 
exertion was necessary ; so Kenet went higher up an 
the rocks next day. He saw her pass by him, but a| 
lost her. He went farther and farther on the track ti 
the last he saw her enter tliis very cavern. Kenet, q 
oveijoyed, came posting to the foot of the rock th 
where we began to climb, and called out, in his na 
tongue, ' Hilloa, dear Earba ! are you in ? Come ( 
come out!* Earba came forward, and looked ovei 
him from this very spot, uttering a kindly bleat, and t 
posted down the rock to her owner. ' What have ; 
got in there,* dear Earba ? I must see what you have 
in there. Earba looked up in his face with a oo 
tenance of the utmost distress. He began to climb. El 
mounted the rock like lightning before him, and ph 
herself there on the verge, and with a decided inveter 
defended the mouth of the cave. She popped her ma 
on the forehead as it reared above the verge, gentl] 
first; but when he tried to force himself up she sn 
him hard, letting him know that there he should 
come ; and as he had no footing he was obliged to retr 

" As soon as he got fairly down upon the greens? 
there beneath, she came at his call, and accompanied 
on his way home, but left him. Her secret was now 
covered, and she did not choose to trust herself any n 
in the power of her owners. What was to be do: 
Their darling and chief support was lost to them, and 
by a sort of mystery which they could not compreh< 
They slept none all that night, consulting what was 
to be done ; and at length came to the resolution to 
together and storm the cave. Kenet hesitated ; but 
curiosity of his mother prevsuled, though she attribute 
all to necessity. So, after stuffing her lap with all 
herbs and good things that Earba loved, the two sa] 
out at dawn, and reached this cave by sunrising. T 
had resolved to take Earba by surprise ; but a worn 
tongue, even in a whisper, long as it is, proved not loi 
than a goat's ears. Before they were half-way up 
different routes, the one coming by that step tliere. 
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"Oighrig, I believe, never told her any such tblngi 
but, though convinced in her own mind that the lordy 
child was a fairy, there is something in woman's feeliig 
heart that clings to a f^ow-creature in extremity. It ii 
out of her power to abandon such a being, whatever fo- 
vations she may suffer in her efforts to mitigate hnmi 
suffering. But let a helpless infant once come in Imi 
way, then all the sympathies of her generous natme 
overflow, as with a spring-tide. A lovely boy suckiiigi 
goat in a cave of the wilderness, vras more than poor 
Oighrig's heart could stand — she flew to him, snatched 
him up in her arms, and shed a flood of tears over lam, 
exclaiming — ' Be you a fairy, or be you a fiend, yon shall 
lie in my bosom and have good Earba for yoar nurse sill. 
Blessings on you, poor and -kind-hearted Earba, for pre- 
serving the life of' this dear child 1' .' Anam bhur cead- 
uich comhnuich neamhuidh.'* 

** The child held out his hands to Earba, wept, aad 
continued to cry out * mam-mam,' while poor Earba aa- 
swered every cry with a bleat. Oighrig caressed the 
child and blessed bun, and promised him that he shooki 
lie in her bosom and be fed with Earba's milk, and ride 
upon her back on a pretty level green. The boy v^rould 
not be comforted nor soothed, but screamed to be at 
Earba ; and so Oighrig set him down, when he instantly 
clasped his little arms round the animal's neck and laid 
his cheek to hers ; she muttered sounds of Idndness over 
him and licked his hands. Kenet now ascended into the 
cave, but vms in utter terror for the fairy, and kept 
vrildly aloof, threatenmg, at the same time, to fling the 
creature headlong over the rocks. 

" * But you shall first fling the mother that bore you 
over the rocks,' cried Oighrig. ' Would you take the life 

.* lam notrare if thSs Is the Terr exjormsion asedby Mr M*Intire,n<»tbdiif 
a Gaelic sdiolar, bat it is somethhiff like it ; for he used in his narratiTe soae 
strong short Gaelic sentences, which he swore would not translate, ukd I 
bi^eve it. One time I was with a party of gentlemen in Balqohiddar, and 
after dinner, the reverend clergyman of the parish told as a story of a Bal- 
quhidder lad and a yonng game cock. It was no story at all I w<mdCTed 
at it. ** It is impossible to tell it in English," said he, and told it shortlyin 
Gaelic, with a triumphant look. The effect was like electricity. TIm 
Highland gentlemen rolled upon the floor and laughed at it. 
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1^ that God has preserved by a miracle, or dash an iDnocent 
i| 'babe to pieces that a l|pte beast has taken pity on and 
,^' ^ved r 

** *Do you think that being would dash to pieces ?' 
said Kenet ' A fairy dash to pieces I You may throw 
him over there, he will light on a bed of down; You 
'may throw him into the flame, he will mount up into the 
air like a living spark, and laugh at you. You may throw 
Jikninto the 'sea, he will swim like a marrot. Do you not 
his green dress, his flaxen hair, and light blue eyes ? 
fairy, as I breathe !' 
^ ' He is no such thing, hind, but as good Qesh and 
Mood as you ;' ' and a great deal better,' cried a voice 
from that darksome den, right behind Kenet, who almost 
jumped out of his skin with fright. And instantly there 
rushed forth a comely girl to the heart of the stage here, 
as we may call it. Her air was wild, her apparel torn, 
and famine painted in her youthful features, which, never- 
theless, bore decisive traces of youth and beauty. * The 
•child is mine !' cried she. * The dear babe is mine I in wo 
and in weakness have I watched over him ; and journeyed 
both by sea and land to save his dear life, until now that 
my strength is exhausted, and had it not been fdr this 
dear creature, which I wiled and bribed into the cave for 
our assistance, we should both long ago have perished of 
want/ 

" 'Your child, dear heart !' 6aid Oighrig. * If he had 
been your child, would you not have nursed him 
yourself, and not set him out to nurse on a poor old 
woman's goat, which is her prindpal dependence ? Your 
son, indeed ! Now, I wish I were as sure of living in 
heaven as that you never had a child in your life.' 

** The girl blushed exceedingly, and Md her face and 
wept. But the sight of this youthful and half-iamished 
beauty wrought a great change in Kenet's mind with re. 
gard to^the child of the fairies. He now perceived a 
glimmer of human nature to beam through the mystery, or 
rather through the eyes of a lovely female, which often 
convey powerful arguments to the hearts of young men. 
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*' ' Come, come now, mother, don't be going too stiicdy 
into your researches; for thouglyrou beexceedingijwiie 
in your own conceit, yet you mi^be mistaken. Manyt 
mother has had a child who could not nurse it, and so 
young a one as she is may well be excused. One thlof 
only is certain at present, and that is, that the helpte 
couple must go home with us, for we cannot letf« 
them to perish here/ 

" * Aud that is most certain, indeed,' said Oigfaif^ 
wiping her eyes ; ' and God be blessing you for a dear lad" 
for first making the proposal ; for if you had left then 
here I would have staid with them. And now I know 
that when mercy, and kindness, and necessity require il; 
you will hunt double and fish double, and we sludl life 
more sumptuously than ever we did before.' 

" ' Ay, and that I will, mother. And now, M'Gabhir 
(son of the goat), come you on my back, and well march 
in grand battle array home.' 

" Kenet had now got a new stimulus. His success in 
hunting and fishing astonished even old Oighrig hersd( 
who daily declared, that if Kenet had ten of a famUy it 
would be all the same to him, for he would maintain them 
all, and more. The girFs name was Flora; and she told 
them that the boy s Christian name was Ewan, but she 
would not say the patronymic name of either, so the boy 
got the name of M'Gabhar until his dying day. 

'* They lived as happily together as ever a little group 
did in such a wilderness ; Earba got kids of her own, and 
Ewan herded and fed them, with a daily acknowledg- 
ment of their fraternity. Flora grew as plump as a doe 
in autumn, and far, hi too lovely for the peace of poor 
Kenet's heart. From the moment that he first saw her in 
the cavern here, when she came out of that dark hole, 
with her ragged array and dishevelled locks, there was a 
spontaneous leaning of affection towards her, which at 
once disarmed him of his rancour against the child of the 
fairies : but now, when well fed and living at ease, and in 
the full blow of her beauty, Kenet found himself &irly 
her slave. Though he had never spoken of love to her» 
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-there were, nevertheless, a kuidness and suavity of man- 
ner expressed towards hhn, m all their field-labours and 
daily transactions, which made him hope and believe that 
the affection between them was mutual. But before 
entering on such a seriouS' concern as a life-rent lease of 
Flora, he^like a dutiful son, thought proper to consult his 
mother about it. 

« < Do you think Flora is really the mother of little 
£w^? because, if she is, it is not fair to call him 
Jd*Gabhar — ^he should be called M'Aillaidh (son of the 
beautiful). Tell me truly what you think of this, 
mother.' 

'* ' Do I think that you are the mother of the boy, son 
Kenet? That would not be a very natural thought for 
me to take up, would it ? Then you are just as much the 
mother of the boy as madghdean Flora is. Do you think 
I have lived so long in the world and not know oigh neo- 
chirramach from bean muither? Just as well as you know 
a red deer from a goat, Kenet; and you may take my 
word for it that Flora is a virgin as pure as on the day 
that she was born.' 

** * I rejoice to hear you say so, my dear old mother ; 
for I am going to take Flora for a wife to me, and I 
should not have much liked to take another man's wife, 
or his mistress, in that capacity.' 

'** You take Flora for a wife, son Kenet! You may 
as well think of taking the queen of heaven for a wife, 
which is the moon. Cannot you perceive that Flora is a 
great-born lady, and doubtless the daughter of a kmg; 
and for a poor young forester to think of marrying a king's 
daughter is a vain thought. That sword and mantle, 
which she preserves with such care for the boy, and which 
were his father's, show that he is at least Uie son of a 
king ; and I have no doubt that she is his sister, who has 
fled with the boy from some great and imminent danger-* 
for she has told me that both their lives depend on the 
stiictest concealment. Let us therefore be kind to them 
and protect them in close concealment, and our fortunes, 
by and by, will be made. 3ut, as I said before, you may 

2 F 2 
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as well expect that the moon will stoop down to be your 
wife as that Flora will ; so nev^r bring your kind heart 
into any trouble about that/ 

'* This was a cutting speech to Kenet, and made hb 
spirit sink within him, for he had calculated on the beauty 
as his own, thrown as she was on his special protection. 
But he bowed to his mother s insinuation, and remained 
respectful and attentive, sighing for love in secret* and 
cherishing the dangerous passion more and more, bat 
never made mention of it to Flora. Young Ewan grew 
apace, was a healthy and hardy boy, of a proud, positive 
disposition ; and though clad in the homeliest mountain 
array, had an eye, a form, and an expression of features, 
which could never be mistaken for a peasant's child ; for 
over all this country the two classes are a distinct species. 

** They were surprised and greatly deranged one day 
by the great Lord Downan, the chief, coming to their 
cott^e with his train ; nor did they ever see him till he 
alighted at the door; and Kenet being one of his own 
foresters, he entered without ceremony, and jocosely 
blamed him for not being out with them at the hunt. Kenet 
excused himself in an embarrassed, confused way, as not 
knowing of it ; but Lord Downan, casting his eyes on the 
beautiful and blushing Flora — * Ah, Kenet! I excuse you, 
I excuse you,' exclsdmed he; 'I did not know you had 
brought a wife home to Corry-dion ; and, upon my word, 
Kenet, a prettier one never tripped over the hills of 
Lutterewe. How comes it that I knew nothing of this? 

" ' Oh, you do not know the half that is done among 
your mountains and forests, my lord,' said Kenet. 

" ' But I ought to have known, and to have been at 
the wedding, too, you know, Kenet ;* said Lord Downan. 
' You have not recognised your chiefs right there. But, 
pray tell me where you got that flower ; for I am sure 
she was not a Kenetdale maiden, else my eye would have 
caught her before now.' 

** * No ; I got her not so far from home,' said Kenet, 
terribly perplexed, and changing colours. 

•* * I perceive there is some secret here, Kenet,' said 
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Downan; *but with your chief there ought to be none/ 
Tell me, then, where you found this maiden, for I do not 
think she is of my vassals ; and I have a peculiar reason 
for wishing to know where you got her, and who she is.' 

** * I got her on your own lands, my lord. She is of 
your own clan, for any thing I know to the contrary ; and 
you know my wife must be your vassal/ 

** • Your wife, Kenet? No, that gem cannot be your 
wife; she was formed for the chamber of a lord or a 
king.* 

" * Then, where is this boy come from, my lord, if she 
is not my wife?' 

*' ' Not from you. It is a mystery, I perceive that well 
enough; a runaway story-^ matter of deep conceal«- 
ment ; but 111 probe it, as it may concern myself perhaps 
too nearly : and, to make sure of coming to the real truth, 
I shall take tile maiden along with me ; so you may make 
ready, my pretty dear, for your immediate journey to 
Downan castle.* 

** ' O no, no, my good lord and chief, do not speak of 
a thing so unjust and cruel. If you take her, you shall 
take me, too ; for you shall never part Flora and I.' 

'* * Flora I Flora !* cried Lord Downan ; ' that is no 
name of our clan ; no, but a polite one among our ene- 
mies. Why won't you tell me the truth, hind ? I charge 
you to do it, then, before I sever your head from your 
body at one stroke.' 

** Kenet trembled, for he had nothing to tell, and knew 
not what to say ; but Flora sprung forward, and kneeling, 
with tears in her eyes, she implored him to leave her with 
her poor husband and child, for that her life was bound 
up in them ; and for him to take the wife of a poor 
forester of his own to his lordly halls would bring dis- 
grace upon himself, and ruin her own peace of mind for 
ever.' 

** Lord Downan raised his eyes with astonishment. ' 1 
cannot comprehend this I' exclaimed he. ' Your address 
proves it to me beyond a doubt that you are of the best 
blood of the land, or of some other land, for your tongue 
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differs from ours. But the avowal, from your owb lips, 
that you are the wife of my own young forester, con- 
founds me. Yet I do not believe it ; women are deceit- 
ful. Go with me, Flora, I will be kind to you; and 
whatever has been your fate, you may confide in my 
honour/ 

'* Then all the little group set up a lamentation ; and 
Kenet, in the plenitude of his misery, exclaimed, ' And 
poor little M'Gabhar, what will become of you V 

** At the name. Lord Downan started agafai to his feet 
' M'Gabhar! What b the meaning of that name ?' cried 
he. * There is somethmg ominous to our &mily and 
name in that patronymic ; for there is a legend of a 
thousand years which bears that — 

* The son of the gtNit ihaU triamphaatiy bear 
The monntain'on flame and the horns of the deer— 
From fbrest of Loyne to the hill of Ben-Croabta— 
From mountain to rtXe, and IrcMn ocean to ocean.' 

* Thou art a stem worthy to be looked after, little Uoe- 
eyed M'Gabhar; the first, I am sure, who ever bore the 
name. So thou and thy lovely protectress shall both go 
with me.* 

*' ' 1 will not go, my lord, that is peremptory,' said 
Flora. * If you take me, you shall force me ; and if you 
proffer force, FU die before I yield. So take your choice 
— to leave me at peace, or kill both me and my dear 
boy.* 

•* *I yield for the present,' sdd Lord Downan, *for 
forcibly on a woman shall my hand never be laid. But, 
Kenet, I trust the beautiful pair with you, and keep them 
safe till my return, as you shall answer with your head. 
I will make inquiries, and see them soon again ; and, lovely 
Flora, whatever your secret may be, you may depend on 
my honour. I make a present to you of the best stag of 
my quarry, to help your fare, and hope soon to place you 
in a situation that better becomes your rank andcondiUon ;' 
and then kissing her, he bade her adieu ; but left a bold 
kinsman with them as a guard upon both, being a Uttle 
jealous of their future movements. 
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<< Their situation was now most critical, and Flora's 
distress extreme ; yet she showed 90 signs, of it before 
Hector, Lord Downan's friend, who accompanied Kenet 
to the fishing and bunting, and both were equally well 
received when they came home, and kindly treated. The 
circumstance of having been acknowledged as the husband 
of Flora by her own lips, had raised the poor fellow's 
spirits, so that, for all their jeopardy, he perhaps never 
was so happy. But one evening when they came home^ 
all the three were a^missing. Kenet called here and 
called there ; and then, with troubled looks, said, * they will 
be out milking the goats and will be home anon. God 
grant they may not have wandered among the rocks/ 

** ' Is this not some stratagem, Kenet ?' said Hector : 
' for it appears strange to me that two women and a boy 
should desert by themselves, without any to protect them; 
therefore, take you care and do not you desert too, else 
the best shaft that I have shall overtake you.' 

*'»' As I live and breathe,' said Kenet, 'suiy intention 
of desertion was utterly unknown to me ; and, therefore, 
I am certam, that if they are gone, they must have been 
carried off by force. We will search to-morrow, and if 
we find them not we will both haste tamy lord for assis- 
tance. If my wife, my child, and my parent, are l68t, 
what is to become of me !' 

" The two young men went to no bed, nor slept they 
any that night. They went often to the door and called, 
but they were only mocked by a hundred echoes £'019 
the rocks that surrounded them. Even Earba answered 
not to her name; and that was the first circumstance 
which made Kenet supect some deep-laid and despe^te 
plot. 

" Next morning they were standing ready at break of 
day to begin the search. Kenet had strong hopes that he 
should find them once more here in Tol-ao-Kigh ; but Hec- 
tor was sulky and ill-humoured, suspecting that he was 
duped, and likewise that his neck might suffer on account 
of his remissness. 

" Kenet knew that no living man was aware of the 
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cave, and there were many hundreds of yawning openmgs 
among the rocks much liker a cave than it, he was 
therefore iFery cautious how he !q>proached it in view of 
Hector ; but found means in the course of the day» to 
make a signal, which was answered, and then he koew 
all was right. The only remaining difficulty now was to 
get quit of Hector ; but that proved easier than was i^ 
prehended, for he vanished that very day on the hill, and 
hasted home with the news to his lord, convinced that he 
was duped, and that the party had pUuined an escape to 
another country. 

'* What to do the party knew not. They could not 
abide in the cave, for Kenet durst not go out either to 
fish or to hunt, and they were terrified for the sloth- 
hounds; so they decamped that night and went down to 
the shore, where they hid themselves, and waited the 
appearance of some boat to take them from Lord 
Downan s dominions, that being thdr chief concern for 
the present. Flora having imbibed a terror for that (unily 
•which was to the rest quite unaccountable. Eaiba 
followed them with her two remaining kids, she being still 
as much attached to Ewan as any of them. 

** The next day, towards evening, a vessel approached 
as*from the coast of Sky, and came into Pool-ewe, where 
she cast anchor, and a boat came towards the shore. 
Renet and Flora went down, hand in hand, to ask for a 
•passage to the islands, old Oighrig remaining on the top 
of the promontory, with the boy, the goats, and the stufi^, 
until the two returned to help her to remove them. Bat 
never, till the barge's prow was within half a stone-cast 
of the land, did Kenet and Flora know or suspect that 
this was a party of Lord Downan's men, sent for the ex- 
press purpose of preventing their escape ; while another 
party, with the sloth-hounds, were behind them. The 
two took to their heels and fled like two deers taken by 
surprise ; but the roughness of the ground entangled the 
maiden ; they were soon overtaken, seized, and carried to 
the vessel, with loud rejoicings of the crew for their in- 
stant success ; but, oh ! what a grievous scene it was to ' 
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the two captives, as well as to Oighrig and little Ewan, ta 
be separated from them, and know not to what quarter of 
the world they were taken. Flora's distress it is impos- 
sible to describe ; she wept incessantly, and called on the 
naoie of the boy ; and had Lord Downan been there, he, 
doubtless, would have caused his men to return for Oighrig 
i&d the boy ; but as their lord's great anxiety seemed to 
be the attainment of the young lady and his disingenuous 
forester, the men returned with their prize, looking for 
nothing further. 

*< Oighrig, altogether forlorn and destitute, wist not 
what to do. She thought of returning to her cot, but, 
with her baggage, was not able ; neither had she any mode 
of subsistence when there. All places were now alike to 
hw, only she wished to sail or to travel southward after 
her son and darling Flora. Some of her poor clansmen on 
the shore protected hei and her little store, consisting 
of three goats, three baskets, and a small locked chest or 
cage, in which were the boy's sword, mantle, and some 
jewels, for several days; and at length they spoke a 
vessel, which promised to take them to Castle Downan, 
where Oighrig was sure she would hear some news of her 
son, either good or bad. But, whether by chance or 
design, certain it is they took the hapless pair into the 
country of a great chie( plund^er, and freebooter, called 
Ckim Gillespick." 

" Oighrig and Ewan, with their little store, were taken 
by the captain of the vessel and deposited in one of his 
out-houses, with their three goats; but before he left* 
them he searched all their baggage ; and what was his 
astonishment when he found the scarlet velvet mantle of 
state, all fringed and bound with pure gold, and the sword 
with a handle of gold and ivory, and some mystic char- 
acters on it! The captdn then adjured Oighrig to tell 
him who this boy was; and she for herself having no 
secret to keep, told him all— -that he was the king's son, 
and that she found him in a cave with that same old goat 
nursing him. 

" The man was amazed, as may well be supposed. He 
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^ 'Wakening by the lady's captains, who had come quietly 
L up the loch by night, and enclosed the fleet of their ene- 
j mies with few on board to defend it. The conquest was 
^ . easy. They boarded, and took every man of them pri- 
i soners, not above twenty being slain in a fruitless attempt 
> at defence. Colin More was taken, with two of his sons 
i. and Ewan M*Gabhar. Lord Downan also, and three of 
i his brothers, with sixty gentlemen besides, were made pri- 
' soners. The land forces were attacked at the same time, 
and, though taken by surprise, they defended themselves 
stoutly, retreating towards their ships. Most of their 
captains were slain ; and when the retreaters reached the 
head of the bay, expecting encouragement and aid from 
their chiefs, they were saluted with the hurras of their 
enemies. They had no more power ; they were pursued 
and slaughtered like sheep, and those who escaped were 
hunted from day to day, till few of all that puissant army 
were left alive. 

*• When the orders came from the Scottish court for 
the prosecution of this war, and the great clans began to 
arise, Ewan was all fire and eagerness for the glorious 
enterprise, having got the command of a thousand men. 
During the bustle one morning, a highlander came to him, 
and proffered himself as his page : he was of middle age, 
rather small of stature, and not like a form calculated for 
the battle-field, which Ewan told him by way of rejection. 
But every subsequent day the young hero found this page 
in waiting, and ready to assist with every thing, whether 
called or not ; so that he soon contrived to establish him- 
self in the good graces of his master, who felt his services 
I and manner peculiarly agreeable to him, and finally he 
gave him the charge of making up his baggage and attend- 
ing to it 

" The nobles and chiefs were conducted prisoners before 
that gallant and ruthless queen. They found her seated 
on high beneath a canopy of ermine, supported by great 
numbers of her chiefs and kinsmen. She rose, and made 
a long and vehement speech to them, accusing them as 
the slaves of a tyrant, and of YiaNUi^ ^^x^^^\yX<5^^\^\a5«.^% 
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and destroyed every remnant of her royal race; but she 
said that now the judgment of heaven had overtaken 
them, and her word was, Vengeance for vengeance ! 

" She then gave orders that the next morning, begin- 
ning at nine of the clock, the whole of the prisoners 
should be brought again into her presence, and hanged by 
sevens at a time, begmning with the youngest, that the 
Others might have the pleasure of beholding the dying 
throes of their sons, and that the old men should be re- 
served for the last. 

'* Her guards and executioners were then ordered to 
begin, who, selecting the seven youngest, led them across 
the court to make their obeisance to the queen before 
they were hung up. No sooner had they made their ap- 
pearance than the queen's hands began to move slowly up- 
wards^ her colour went and came, her bosom palpitated, 
her lips quivered, and at length she shrieked out, *0 God 
of heaven ! what do I see? Stop the execution-^stop !' 
and down she fell in a swoon. Her maids came to her 
assistance, and now a hundred shouts rent the idr— 
• A M*01aw More! a M*01aw More!' (a son of Olaw the 
Great) — and instantly all the queen's chiefs and kinsmen 
were kneeling around one of the condemned prisoners. 
This was a tall, goodly, and graceful youth, who ap- 
proached at the head of the other six, clothed in his 
father's scarlet robe of state, and his ancient sword of 
state by his side. It was Ewan. There was no mistak- 
ing his identity by any one who had seen his fether in the 
days of his prosperity and glory. His mothers heart at 
once acknowledged her son ; and ere our young hero 
could comprehend what was in the wind, his hands were 
loosed, and he was borne on the arms of kinsmen, seated 
on his father throne, and acknowledged as sole lord and 
governor of the country; while the shouts of * A M*01aw 
More !' still increased, till all the rocks round the castle of 
Dunskaigh rang, and the firmament was rent. 

" This great noise axvA Vv\i\i\i>3\i Vst«vi%\vt the queen to 
herself, who again monnled V\ve \.cm^x«ci VJKi«wii* ^^\x^ 
pJace, young strangetV cue^^V^- ^\^vev<s.Tvs3XSiw8.^x^x>s. 
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of my husband's ancient house on the shallow ground of 
a mere personal likeness, with those of a pilfered robe and 
sword. That you are my husband's son my own heart 
tells me ; but my own son you cannot be, for my child, 
my beloved Ewan, was foully murdered in his bed by 
hired ruffians and conspirators, whom I had blindly trust- 
ed ; and with his innocent life the last lineal heir of the 
great M'Olaw perished. Therefore declare your lineage 
and your name, or dare not to approach this honoured 
and dangerous seat !' And, saying this, she again seated 
herself on the regal chair. 

** 'Madam, I was hurried, I know not why, from the 
foot of the gallows to that dignified chair,' said he, * to 
which I claim no pretensions. I am called Ewan 
M'Gabhar. Of my lineage I know nothing, nor is there 
any one here who can prove it. My lot has been a 
strange one; but I know, from one who has long been 
lost, that this robe and that sword were my Other's.' 

'' The assembled crowd once more began to shout, * A 
M*01aw More 1' But the queen ordered silence, and 
declared that though her senses convinced her of the truth 
that the youth was a son of M'Olaw, yet unless he was 
her own son, he could not be the heir of his father, and 
no illegitimate should ever sway that ancient sceptre.' 

*' A lady clpthed in dark silk was now admitted, who, 
kneeling at the queen s knee, said, in a vehement voice, 
so loud that all the vassals might hear, ' Madam, I appear 
as an important witness here to-day: I am Flora — your 
own youngest sister Flora I and that igallant youth who 
stands by your side is your own son Ewan, the only sur- 
viving son of the great M*01aw.' 

** The queen then embraced her son and sister alter- 
nately, and placed Ewan on his father's throne amid the 
most extravagant shouts of approbation. Flora then re- 
lated, in their hearing, how that love had whispered to her 
that the conspirators were in the castle who had under- 
taken, for a great bribe, to murder at night that last remain- 
ing stem of a dangerous house ; and how she gave up her 
bed to the wife and child of one of the conspurators^ wha^^ 
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cruel deaths satisfied the ruffians and procured them their 
Tewmrd» while at the same time it prevented any pursuit or 
subsequent search after Flora and her precious charge ; 
though of that circumstance she remained long ignorant, 
which kept her in great alarm. The rest of her story has 
already been related, saving the last scene. When she heard 
that Ewan was going to engage in that unnatural and exter- 
minating war against his mother and kinsmen, she left her 
husband and family, and, in the habit of a page, had ac- 
companied her young hero on the enterprise. She had 
taken care to bring the precious proofs along with her, 
and, as a page, her own hands had arrayed him in the 
very mode in which his fieLther was wont to wear them, 
certain of the effect. 

*' Ewan's first act of authority was to go and loose all 
his condemned associates with his own hands. Their joy 
and astonishment may well be conceived. He entertained 
them gallantly at his castle for many days, and there a 
friendly league was framed, which has preserved the peace 
and tranquillity of those realms to this day. Ewan after- 
wards married Mary, Lord Downan's youngest daughter, 
and by his bravery and policy greatly increased the do- 
minions of that potent house ; so that the old prophecy 
relating to the ' son of the goat* was literally fulfilled." 
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